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CONDITIONS AND POLITICS IN OCCUPIED WESTERN EUROPE 1940 ~ 1945 


PART SIX. 1945, SECTION B 


(Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Vatican) 


Selected from PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE CLASS FO 3/1 
(General Correspondence. Political) 


The reel numbering of the whole Series is continuous, 

Part One (1940) appears on Reels 1-12, Part Two (1941) on 
Reels 13-39, Part Three (1942) on Reels 40-63, Part Four 
(1943) on Reels 64-95. Section A of Part Five (1944) is 

on Reels 96-122 and Section B of Part Five (1944) on Reels 
123-142. Section A of Part Six (1945) is on Reels 143-162 

and includes files on Belgium, Denmark, European General, 

and France. Section B of Part Six (1945) is on Reels 163-183. 


CONTENTS OF PART SIX, 1945, SECTION B 


FILE NO. DESCRIPTION 


REEL 163 

ITALY 1945 49749 Reorganisation of and new 
Western directive for the Allied 
Department Commission: Anglo-United 


States policies towards 
Italy: conditions in 
Italy: Italian peace 
proposals. 


49750 Reorganisation of and new 
directive for the Allied 
Commission: Anglo-United 
States policies towards 
Italy: conditions in 
Italy: Italian peace 
proposals, 


49751 Reorganisation of and new 
directive for the Allied 
Commission: Anglo-United 
States policies towards 
Italy: conditions in 
Italy: Italian peace 
proposals, 


FILE NO. 
REEL 163 (cont.) 
ITALY 1945 49752 
Western 
Department 
REEL 164 
ITALY 1945 49753 
Western 
Department 
49754 
49755 
49756 


DESCRIPTION 


Reorganisation of and new 
directive for the Allied 
Commission: Anglo-United 
States policies towards 
Italy: conditions in 
Italy: Italian peace 
proposals, 


Reorganisation of and new 
directive for the Allied 
Commission: Anglo-United 
States policies towards 
Italy: conditions in 
Italy: Italian peace 
proposals. 


Reorganisation of and new 
directive for the Allied 
Commission: Anglo-United 
States policies towards 
Italy: conditions in 
Italy: Italian peace 
proposals, 


Reorganisation of and new 
directive for the Allied 
Commission: Anglo-United 
States policies towards 
Italy: conditions in 
Italy: Italian peace 
proposals. 


Reorganisation of and new 
directive for the Allied 
Commission: Anglo-United 
States policies towards 
Italy: conditions in 
Italy: Italian peace 
proposals. 
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ITALY 1945 


Western 
Department 


FILE NO. 


4975/7 


49758 


49759 


49760 


DESCRIPTION 


Reorganisation of and new 
directive for the Allied 
Commission: Anglo-United 
States policies towards 
Italy: conditions in 
Italy: Italian peace 
proposals. 


Reorganisation of and new 
directive for the Allied 
Commission: Anglo-United 
States policies towards 
Italy: conditions in 
Italy: Italian peace 
proposals. 


Reorganisation of and new 
directive for the Allied 
Commission: Anglo-United 
States policies towards 
Italy: conditions in 
Italy: Italian peace 
proposals: revision and 
publication of Italian 
armistice plans, 


Reorganisation of and new 
directive for the Allied 
Commission: Anglo-United 
States policies towards 
Italy: conditions in 
Italy: Italian peace 
proposals: revision and 
publication of Italian 
armistice plans, 


FILE NO, 


REEL 166 

ITALY 1945 49761 
Western 

Department 


49762 


49763 


49764 


DESCRIPTION 


Reorganisation of and new 
directive for the Allied 
Commission: Anglo-United 
States policies towards 
Italy: conditions in 
Italy: Italian peace 
proposals: revision and 
publication of Italian 
armistice plans. 


Reorganisation of and new 
directive for the Allied 
Commission: Anglo-United 
States policies towards 
Italy: conditions in 
Italy: Italian peace 
proposals:- revision and 
publication of Italian 
armistice plans, 


Reorganisation of and -.new 
directive for the Allied 
Commission: Anglo-United 
States policies towards 
Italy: conditions in 
Italy: Italian peace 
proposals: revision and 
publication of Italian 
armistice plans. 


Reorganisation of and new 
directive for the Allied 
Commission: Anglo-United 
States policies towards 
Italy: conditions in 
Italy: Italian peace 
proposals: revision and 
publication of Italian 
armistice terms. 


FILE NO. 
REEL 167 
ITALY 1945 49765 
Western 
Department 
49766 
49768 
49769 
49770 
REEL 168 
ITALY 1945 49771 
Western 
Department 
49772 
49773 


DESCRIPTION 


Reorganisation of and new 
directive for the Allied 
Commission: Anglo-United 
States policies towards 
Italy: conditions in 
Italy: Italian peace 
proposals: revision and 
publication of Italian 
armistice terms. 


Reorganisation of and new 
directive for the Allied 
Commission: Anglo-United 
States policies towards 
Italy: conditions in 
Italy: Italian peace 
proposals: revision and . 
publication of Italian 
armistice terms: draft 
declaration on peace 
treaty with Italy by 

H.M. Government. 


Political situation in 
Italy. | 


ee Mere in 
Italy. 


Political situation in 
Italy. 


Political situation in 
Italy. 


Political situation in 
Italy. 


Political situation in 
Italy. 


FILE NO. 


ITALY 1945 49796 
Western 
Department 
REEL 169 
ITALY 1945 49797 
Western 
Department 
49798 
49799 


DESCRIPTION 


Agreements between the 
Committee of National 
Liberation of Northern 
Italy (CLNAI) and the 
Italian Government: 

United Kingdom policy 
towards CLNAI: situation 
in Northern Italy: Special 
Force weekly reviews. 


Agreements between the 
Committee of National 
Liberation of Northern 
Italy (CLNAI) and the 
Italian Government: 

United Kingdom policy 
towards CLNAI: situation 
in Northern Italy: Special 
Force weekly reviews. 


Agreements between the 
Committee of National 
Liberation of Northern 
Italy (CLNAI) and the 
Italian Government: 

United Kingdom policy 
towards CLNAI: situation 
in Northern Italy: Special 
Force weekly reviews. 


Agreements between the 
Committee of National 
Liberation of Northern 
Italy (CLNAI) and the 
Italian Government: 

United Kingdom policy 
towards CLNAI: situation 
in Northern Italy: Special 
Force weekly reviews. 


REEL 169 (cont.) 
ITALY 1945 
Western 
Department 


REEL 170 
ITALY 1945 
Western 
Department 


FILE NO. 


49800 


49801 


49802 


49803 


Agreements between the 
Committee of National 
Liberation of Northern 
Italy (CLNAI) and the 
Italian Government: 

United Kingdom policy 
towards CLNAI: situation 
in Northern Italy: Special 
Force weekly reviews. 


Agreements between the 
Committee of National 
Liberation of Northern 
Italy (CLNAI) and the 
Italian Government: 

United Kingdom policy 
towards CLNAI: situation 
in Northern Italy: Special 
Force weekly reviews. 


Agreements between the 
Committee of National 
Liberation of Northern 
Italy (CLNAI) and the 
Italian Government: 

United Kingdom policy 
towards CLNAI: situation 
in Northern Italy: Special 
Force weekly reviews. 


Agreements between the 
Committee of National 
Liberation of Northern 
Italy (CLNAI) and the 
Italian Government: 

United Kingdom policy 
towards CLNAI: situation 
in Northern Italy: Special 
Force weekly reviews. 


REEL 170 (cont.) 
ITALY 1945 
Western 
Department 


REEL 171 
ITALY 1945 
Western 
Department 


FILE NO. 


49804 


49845 


49846 


49847 


49848 


49849 


DESCRIPTION 
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Agreements between the 
Committee of National 
Liberation of Northern 
Italy (CLNAI) and the 
Italian Government: 
United Kingdom policy 
towards CLNAI: situation 
in Northern Italy: Special 
Force weekly reviews: 
partisan groups in 
Northern Italy. 


Propaganda to Italy: 
Psychological Warfare 
Branch reports: position 
of press correspondents in 
the United Kingdom. 


Propaganda to Italy: 
Psychological Warfare 
Branch reports: position 
of press correspondents in 
the United Kingdom. 


Propaganda to Italy: 
Psychological Warfare 
Branch reports: position 
of press correspondents in 
the United Kingdom. 


Propaganda to Italy: 
Psychological Warfare 
Branch reports: position 
of press correspondents in 
the United Kingdom. 


Propaganda to Italy: 
Psychological Warfare 
Branch reports: position 
of press correspondents in 
the United Kingdom. 


REEL 171 (cont.) 
ITALY 1945 
Western 
Department 


REEL 172 
ITALY 1945 
Western 
Department 


REEL 173 
ITALY 1945 
Western 
Department 


FILE NO, 


49853 


49869 


49870 © 


49871 


49872 


49889 


49890 


49938 


49945 


49952 


49955 


49963 


DESCRIPTION 


Events in Italy in 1944, 


Reports on conditions in 
liberated Italy. 


Reports on conditions in 
liberated Italy. 


Reports on conditions in 
liberated Italy. 


Reports on conditions in 
liberated Italy. 


Italian armed forces: 
divisions fighting under 
Allied command. 


Italian armed forces: 
divisions fighting under 
Allied command, 


Criticism of Allied policy 
towards Italy. 


Political Intelligence 
Department reports on 
liberated Italy. 


Clandestine press in 
enemy=occupied Italy. 


Atrocities committed by 
Fascists in Italy. 


Special Operations 
Executive: 
Italy. 


operations in 


LO 


FILE NO, DESCRIPTION 


REEL 174 

NETHERLANDS 49403 Supplies for the 

1945 Netherlands: termination 

Western of Supreme Headquarters 

Department Allied Expeditionary Force 
responsibility for supplies. 


49404 3 Situation in the Netherlands: 
composition of Netherlands 
Government. 


49405 Situation in the Netherlands: 
composition of Netherlands 
Government. 


49406 Situation in the Netherlands: 
composition of Netherlands 
Government. 


49435 Punishment of Dutch 
Quislings. 


49439 Allied troops in the 
Netherlands. 


49459 Political reporting in the 
Netherlands: psychological 
warfare, 


REEL 175 

NORWAY 1945 47504 Propaganda to Norway. 

Northern 

Department 47505 Anglo-Norwegian relations: 
allied occupation of Norway: 
situation in Northern 
Norway. 


47506 Anglo-Norwegian relations: 
allied occupation of Norway: 
situation in Northern 
Norway. 


REEL 175 (cont.) 
NORWAY 1945 
Northern 
Department 


NORWAY 1945 
Northern 
Department 


FILE NO, 


47507 


47508 


47509 


47510 


47511 


47512 


47513 


11 


DESCRIPTION 


Anglo-Norwegian relations: 
allied occupation of Norway: 
situation in Northern 
Norway. 


Anglo-Norwegian relations: 
allied occupation of Norway: 
situation in Northern 
Norway. 


Anglo-Norwegian relations: 
allied occupation of Norway: 
situation in Northern 
Norway. 


Anglo=-Norwegian relations: 
allied occupation of Norway: 
situation in Northern 
Norway. 


Anglo-Norwegian relations: 
allied occupation of Norway: 
situation in Northern 
Norway . 


Anglo-Norwegian relations: 
allied occupation of Norway: 
situation in Northern 
Norway. 


Anglo=-Norwegian relations: 
allied occupation of Norway: 
situation in Northern 
Norway: repatriation of 
German prisoners of war 

in Norway. 


REEL: 77 
NORWAY 1945 
Northern 
Department 


REEL 178 
NORWAY 1945 
Northern 
Department 


PORTUGAL 1945 
Western 
Department 


FILE NO, 


47514 


47515 


47516 


47517 


47518 


47519 
47520 
47521 
47522 


47524 


47525 


47545 


49475 


49519 


12 


DESCRIPTION 


Anglo-Norwegian relations: 
allied occupation of Norway: 
situation in Northern 
Norway: repatriation of 
German prisoners of war 

in Norway. 

Supplies for Norway. 
Supplies for Norway. 
Supplies for Norway. 


Supplies for Norway. 


Situation in Norway. 
Situation in Norway. 
Situation in Norway. 
Situation in Norway. 


North Region Intelligence 
Reviews — Norway. 


Sabotage activities by 
Norwegian underground 
patriots. 


Operations in Central Norway, 


1940, 


Political situation in 
Portugal. 


BBC broadcasts to Portugal. 


REEL 179 
SPAIN 1945 
Western 
Department 


REEL 180 
SPAIN 1945 
Western 
Department 


REEL 181 
SPAIN 1945 
Western 
Department 


FILE NO. 


49575 


49576 


49577 


49578 


49582 


49587 


49588 


49589 


49590 


49591 


49592 


Political arrests and 
executions in Spain, 


Political arrests and 
executions in Spain. 


Political arrests and 
executions in Spain. 


Political arrests and 
executions in Spain, 


Political situation in 
Spain: Basque activities: 
views of former Spanish 
Finance Minister. 


Political situation in 
Spain. 


Political situation in 
Spain. 


Political situation in 
Spains survey of Spanish 
affairs and Anglo-Spanish 
relations for 1944, 


Political situation in 
Spain. 


Political situation in 
Spain. 


BBC broadcasts to Spain: 
Franco-Churchill 
correspondence: policy 
towards and propaganda to 
Spain, 
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FILE NO, DESCRIPTION 


REEL 181 (cont.) 


SPAIN 1945 49593 BBC broadcasts to Spain: 
Western Franco=-Churchill 
Department correspondence: policy 
towards and propaganda to 
Spain. 
49594 i. BBC broadcasts to Spain: 
Franco-Churchill 


correspondence: policy 
towards and propaganda to 
Spain. 


49595 BBC broadcasts to Spain: 
Franco-Churchill 
correspondence: policy 
towards and propaganda to 


Spain. 
49663 Spain's pro-German policy 
1940-42, 
REEL 182 
SWEDEN 1945 48015 Political situation in 
Northern Sweden. 
Department 
48027 Propaganda to Sweden. 
48050 German activities in Sweden. 
48051 Relations between Sweden, 
Denmark and Norway during 
the War: Swedish 
participation in European 
relief. 
SWITZERLAND 49682 Investigation of enemy 
1945 — assets in Switzerland. 
Northern 
Department 49687 Internal political 


situation in Switzerland. 


REEL 182 (cont.) 
SWITZERLAND 

1945 

Northern 
Department 


EEE Oe 


VATICAN 1945 


Northern 
Department 


FILE NO. 


49714 


590060 


90061 


50062 


50063 


50068 


50073 


50076 


50084 


DESCRIPTION 


Report on Switzerland, 
1941-44, 


Soviet press and radio 
campaign against the 
Vatican, 


The Pope's audiences, 
speeches and broadcasts. 


The Pope's audiences, 
speeches and broadcasts. 


Catholic Church and 
Christian Left-Wing 
Movement. 


Comments on the book The 
Persecution of the Catholic 


Church in the Third Reich. 


Vatican and Crimea 
Conference: denial of 
views attributed in Moscow 
broadcast, 


Annual unofficial record 
of the activities of the 
Holy See, and especially of 
the Pope, from 15 December 
1943 to 15 December 1944, 


Annual report on the 
Vatican for 1944, 


15 
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VATICAN 1945 
Northern 
Department 


FILE NO. 


50094 


50095 


DESCRIPTION 


Vatican comments on British 
election results and on 
Potsdam Conference. 


Vatican comments on use of 
the atomic bomb, 


16 


PUBLISHER'S NOTE 


This collection of original documents, each annotated 
with commentary by the British Foreign Office, provides 
a unique documentary source for the study of the war in 


Europe and the diplomatic and propagandist strategy of the 
Foreign Office. 


Part 6, Section B, completes this major programme, making 
available the most significant files from the Public 
Record Office FO 3/1, relating to conditions and politics 
in Occupied Western Europe in 1945. Already published are 
Part 1, dealing with files from 1940, Part 2 with 1941, 
Part 3 with 1942, Part 4 with 1943, and Part 5, Sections 

A and°B, with 1944, 


Part 6, like Part 5, has been split into two sections. 
Section A contains //7 files on Belgium, Denmark, General 
Europe and France, and Section B contains 113 files on 
Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland and the Vatican. Together the two sections 
document in detail the state of Europe as Hitler's Third 


Reich collapsed and the allied nations prepared to redraw 
the map. 


In all cases complete files have been filmed. The general 
condition of the files is good but there are occasions when 
very poor duplicated copies or manuscript notes have been 
difficult to reproduce. Every care has been taken and the 
best possible image obtained. 
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Number 


TELEGRAM FROM 


No. 
173 


. Dated 
20th Nov ,1945.- 


Receive 


in Registry bast NWov,1945« 


'242889/89/k44 


Sir eV Mal let »Madrid 


olitical prisoners held b anish Government, 
conversation w nor ) ; 


Refers to Madrid despatch 539 (ZiAg 727 89/41) 
Senor Artajo stated that charge again atala was 
serious and the Fiscal was demanding death sentence 
He emphasized that Spanish Government were tired of 
all these enquiries about cases in which there were 
mo direct British interests. As regards Cad@ prison- 
ers there were 39 and not 22 arrested. Cases were not 
serious and it is not likely death sentence will be 
asked for. 
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We have realised all along that in instructing 
Sir Victor Mallet to make representations to the 
Spanish Government respecting persons reported to be 
in danger of execution on political charges we were 
to a certain extent interfering in Spanish internal 
affairs. Our action was, however, justified by our 
considerations of humanity. The representations were 
in each case of an informal character and they were 
carefully phrased. In the past, our practice was to 
ask the Embassy in Madrid to investigate mp each speci- 
ficacase, and if they were satisfied that there were 
adequate grounds for intervening, to make informal 
representations to the Spanish Government on huimanitari 
grounds. In the recent cages of Alvarez and Zapirain, 
the 22 (or gona if appears 59) persons arrested at 
Cadiz, and the 5 men arrested in Bareglona, in view of 
the alleged urgency in each case we instructed Sir V. 
Mallet (a) to request the Spanish Government for in- 
formation and (b) to warn the Spanish Government of 
the unfortunate impression which would be created in 
this country if the men weie to be executed on a poli- 
' tical pharge. As it has turned out, however, the 
» cases have proved to be much less urgent tan was. 
_ indicated by the floods of telegrams we tune received, [4 
_ @ thedates of the trials of the persons in question hat 
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not even yet been fixed. Nor does it now 
appear that either Alvarez or Zapirain or any 
of the 39 arrested in Cadiz are in serious dan—- 
ger of execution. Moreover, the cases would 
not appear to have been very deserving of our 
intervention (see minutes in Z 12888). The 
one serious case, regarding which we had sent 
instructions to Sir Victor Mallet, but in 
respect of which he had already taken action in 
anticipation of instructions (see Z 12199) is 
that of Sigfrido Catala@, who now appears to 
have been condemned to death, but whose sent@nce 
is now to come before the Council of Ministers 
for consideration and the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs has told Sir Victor Mallet that he is 
prepared to recommend that they should commute 
the sentence. As I said above, our action in 
instructing Sir Victor Mallet to intervene is 
justified by considerations of humanity. We 
would be entitled to remand the Spanish 
Government of the véry large numbers of poli- 
tical prisoners who have been executed in Spain 
since the Civil War (though executions have so 
far as we can ascertain, falien off very con- 
siderably in recent months), but I agree with 
Mr. Sloan that we should be careful to avoid 
going too far and provoking the Spanish 
Government into executing a prisoner just in 
order to show their independence. 


As pointed out in the minutes on Z 12888, 
we want to do everything possible to help 
genuine cases, but to avoid appealing on 
behalf of persons who do not really deserve our 
support, and thereby weakening our chances of 
taking effective action in genuine cases. On 
that paper we sent instructions to Madrid 
in the ,ca of a certain Ricardo Escrig te=ast 
Gonzalv the lines followed in earlier cases, 


__nameay to investigate: the, case before approach- 


ing the Spanish Govérnnent; and I think it 
would be. well to follow this procedure for the 
time bein g, I think, however, that we might 
give Sir Victor Mallet in a SAVING telegram 
some additional material to answer the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs if he complains again of 
our interference in Spanish cases which are 


still sub judice. 
Draft telegram to Madrid. 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be retained 
by the authorised recipient and not passed = 


[Cypher ] CA DIS 
FROM MADRID TO FOREIGN O 


Sir V. Mallet. NAY | 
No, 773, D, 8, 45 Dee 20th No a 
20th November, 1945. R, 9.50 p.m. 20th November, 1945, 


i, | | 


liy despatch No, 589, vw} p a 


I gave Minister for Foreign Affairs on 12th November 
an aide mémoire on all outstanding cases of prisoners 
about whom [ still await information, p . 

| ZA Ilditela 
2. As regards Catala (see my despatch No, 507 of 23r 
October) Senor Artajo said.that altheugh he was unable to 
tell me what the charge against Catala was, it was a 
serious one, and the Fiscal was demanding the death 
sentence, lf the death sentence was passed the case 
would ge for revision to the Captain General, and if the 
latter did not decide in favour of commutation the case 
would then go to the Council of Ministers, Senor Artajo 
indicated that he was prepared to recommend to the 
Council that they should grant commutation in this case, 
I now learn that death sentence has been approved by the 
Military authorities and that it must now go before the 
Council of iiinisters. 


3. Senor Artajo politely emphasised that the Spanish 
Govermment were getting tired of the appeals from foreign 
countries about Spanish cases which were still sub judice. 
While they were sub judice, and wntil sentence had *been 
passed and the case had come up to the Council of Ministers, 
it was impossible fer the Gevermment te interfere with 
trial in order to prevent sentence of death being passed, 2 
This was the case in ether countries as well. a 4 «© dil 
a ae 
4, As regards Cadiz priseners (see my despatch Ne, 514 
of 29th Octeber) Sener Artaje said that there were in fact 
39 and not 22 men arrested in Cadiz and Algeciras. Many 
ef the cases were not particularly serious, but some had 
received money from ag rage in the hills for pelitical 
agitation. Senor Artajo understood that the maximum penalty 
being asked for by the Fiscal fer the more serious cases 
would be imprisonment, and he did not think there was any 
question of the death sentence be asked for. As regards 
civil cases (paragraph 5 ef your telegram No, 828 of ist 
/ Neveaber) Senor Artaje said that he had ne information te 
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Permanent Ynder-Secretary = 16th Nevember, Sener Suner 

teq more fercible 1 e that the sh 
a were getting very tated with all these 

énqiiries dbeut cases in which there were ne direct 


British interests, These eases were all in the hands ef the 
'militery, and it was bece more and mere difficult fer 
the Ministry of Fereign Af te press them te divulge 
infermatien fer the benefit ef ether gev ts whese 
interference and curiesity were resen Mr, Heward 
seid that eur direct interest was te prevent Angie-Spanish 
relations frem rapid deterieratien and that it was therefere 
eur duty te inferm the Spanish Geverment ef the effect 
which executiens ef these priseners weuld have in the United 
Sucve,  Kingdem, Sener Catet&é replied that he appreciated this, 
but +hat these frequent appeals en behalf ef arrested 
Spaniards ceuld enly. be interpreted as interference in 
internal Spanish affairs. He was sure that we were enly 
deing this under pressure frem erganisatiens beth in England 
and on the centinent but eur actien was causing resentment 
and anneyance,. | 


6. Sener Suner underteek te try and cet the information 
we had asked for and enly heped in the meanwhile we would not 
make any further appeals. 


O.T.P. 
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Your telegram No. 773 fof November 20th: 


arrested Spaniards in danger of execution/. 
Telegrant. - I appreciate that repeated intervention 
in respect of persons reported to be in danger 


dab SAVING of execution on political oneress may ‘irritate 


UAH Ket 
the Spanish Government, but imde-—net—tiri’nk 


a 
Date Wer: ab 


weuneed Le deterred by that, provfded the 


prisoners’ chances are not prejudiced by our 


Cabinet Distri- : 
bution. efforts on their behalf. The present régime's 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


record of political executions since the Civil 
BY. BAG War is @ black eme (though there has eertrémy 
been an improvement in recent months) and that 
being so we feel under no obligation to observe 
the legal nicgities referred to by Sr. Artajo 

and Sr. Suner. -—eenstier=eret His Majesty's 
Government are fully entitled to make informal . 


representations on humanitarian grounds in 


‘NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


respect of any cases which may be brought to 


their notice, provided ch intervention is 


likely to have the desired effect. ena het 


ee 


tecteal has aa been confined to 


requesting the Spanish Government for 
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information and A warning khan of ot the: 
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England or other countries, though admittedly 


that the cases were more urgent than has in fact 


proved to be the ase. We have long been concer 


over the question of political executions in 
Spain and we shall continue to be interested so 
long as danger of such political executions 


persists. I shall, therefore, continue to 


reports received in the cases of Alvarez and Zapirain 


and the persons arrested.in Cadiz led us to~-beli¢ve 


ed 


send you instructions in all apperently deservin 
cases brought to my notice, but you have of cours 
@@@ discretion to make Phvestigations into each 
case before approaching the Ministry fr’ Foreign 
Affairs, with a view to satisfying yourself that 
such intervention is both justified and not 
likely to prejudice the interests of the prisoner 


a, §. : 
Se You mey be guided by the; above in any future 


conversations: at the Mintstry-// ».A ' 
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2 @ nis tele is of particular secrecy and sheuld be retained 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO MADRID 
Ne. 226 Saving 26th Nevember 1945, 
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Yeur telegram No. 775 [ef November 20th: arrested Spaniards 
in danger of execution]. 


I appreciate that repeated interventien in respect of 
persens reperted te be in ref execution en pelitical 
charges irritate the $ sh Government, but i shall net 
be deter by mg Od ed the priseners’ chances are net 
prejudiced by eur efferts on their behalf, The present 
régime’s recerd ef political executiens since the Civil War is 
black (the there has been an improvement in recent menths 
and that being so we feel undér ne obligation to observe the 
hy oe nicgties referred to by Sre Artaje and Sre Suner, His 
Majesty s Gevernment are fully entitled to make informal 
ap Nghecing gs on humanitarian grounds in respect of any seg _s 
which may be breught to their notice, paprisee that charge is believed 
to be pelitieal and that such intervention is likely te have 
the desired effeet.. Our intervention has been confined te 
requesting the Spanish Government fer information and warni 
them ef the unfortumate impression which would be made in Ss 
country if the persens concerned were te be executed on volitical 


charges . 


Ze @6€Cé@HH' ss Majesty s Gevermment are net acting under pressure f 


frem organisations either in England er ether cemtries, though 
admittedly reperts received in the cases ef Alvarez and Zepirain 

and the persens arrested in Cadiz led us te believe that the cases we 
mere urgent than has in fact preved te be the case. We have leng been 
cencerned ever the questien ef pelitical executiens in Spain and 

we Shall continue te be interested se leng as danger of sueh 

pelitical executiens persists. I shall, therefere, centime te 

send yeu instruetiens in all apparently deserving eases brought te 

my notice, but yeu have ef course discretien to make investigatiens 
inte each ease befere apprea the Ministry ef Foreign Affairs, 
with a view te satis yeurself that such intervention is 

beth justified and net likely te prejudice the interests ef the 


prisener. 


Se Yeu sheuld be ded by the abeve in any future — 
cenversatiens at the Ministry ‘ef Foreign Affairs. 
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My telegram 25th September D No. 1808. — Spain. 


Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs recently expressed 
irritation at representations by His Majesty s Government in 
United Kingdon on behalf ‘of Spanish prisoners-charged with 
political offences. For his own guidance, therefore, His 
Mujesty's Ambassador, Madrid, has been told that in view of 
present Spanish régime's black record of political executions 
since Civil War (though: there has been an improvement in - 
recent months), we consider ourselves fully entitled to make 
informal representations on humanktarian grounds in pespect 
of cases brought to our notice, provided that ¢harge is 
believed to be political and that such intervention is likely 
to have desired effect: . Our intervention has been confined 
to requesting Spanish Government for information and warning 
them of unfortunate. impression which would be made in this 
country if persons concerned were to be executed on political 
charges. 3 . 


2s We have Long been concerned over question. of porstics) 


executions in Spain and shail continue to be ‘interested so 


Jong as dunger of such executions persists. We shall 


ccontinue’ to instruct Ambassador regarding apparently 
deserving cases brought to our- notice, but Ambassador has 


discretion to make local investigations into each case bet re 


approaching the Minister for Foreign Affaire. mets fs 
: ia 
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Regist 12936/89/h41 
Number  $ 


FROM 


Dated 18th Nov, 1945 7 


Received | 
in Revisiry- eo Nov, 1945. 


Tranemits the resolution of the Dover 
és and District Trades Council urging the support 
of Hi8 Majesty's Government for the release 
of the above persons. \ : 


Last Paper. 
+ ee eve" 


References. 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


(Minutes.) 
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Cartan 
RQOVER & DISTRICT TRADES COUNCIL !3 


Treasurer : President : Secretary : 


, Ald. Ald. 
Mr. D. EGGOR, Soumx E. A. BUSHELL, xGaun. J: H. BRAZIER,J.P., 


c/o Mrs. Burniston, 14, Hardwicke Road, 125, St.Radigund’s Road, 
109, Mill Road, Deal. Dover. Dover. 


18th November, 1945, 


The Rt.Yon.*rnest Bevin,.! AGAINOY .cbDGE® 
Foreieon Secretary, 51 
Foreien Office, | gate ee ee NOV 1945 


Whitehall, 
LONDON ,S.".1. , 
ese, Se 
-. 


Dear oir, 

I am directed by the above Trades Council 
to forward to you the following resolution:- 

"That this "rades Council urge the release 
of Santiago Alvarez and Sebastian fan traks who have been 
imprisoned by Gen.Franco and request that the British 


Government do all in their power to secure their release." 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


* 


"nd 
awed 
~ 
(O 
™ 
ho 


: 24 Ay 18a5 


Ls : 2 “TTS ; 


*  £12972/89/le 


Registry oe os Matict 
Number Maaria 
~ FROM 


} =o. 539 (88/179/45) 
| ag l2th Nove1945 


. 
Received 
: in Registry 124 th Nov. 1945 


os 


Political 


-_— — _ -~ —. Amp ae 


—_«°* ee - ee 


a prisoners in Spain, "p 
efers publicity in Press during October 
regarding reports of arrests, and letter written to 
Times -by Count Marsal stating these reports were 


campaign of mis-representation, 
to this. 


Sefor Torres replied 


Encloses copy of memorandum by Mr. Malley & 
who investigated this matter. Encloses also reply 
to Sir V. Mallet's letters about 5 men imprisoned 
since December 194) without Brel 
regarding arrest. of Sigfado Cata 
more information about 22 men at Cadiz. 
announcement by Minister of Justice that conditional 
freedom has been granted to 1,047 persons. Discusses 
number of prisoners in Spain. | 


(and reply to letter 
a There is no 


Reports 


Last Paper. 


Z4 7G 


~~ References. 


be Ub yon, 212099, 
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(How disposed of.) 


(Action — 
completed.) 


(Minutes.) 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 


7.12972 MADRID. 
No.539 | 12th November, 1945, 


88/179/45) ~~} 
wee Nog OW Oey : 
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‘ ey, 
Sir, , r Pa Seed 


It will not have escaped your notice that on 
October 5th last at the height of a period during which the 
British press had been devoting considerable space to reports ef 
extensive political arrests in Spain, Count Marsal, President 
of the Spanish Government Institution for the Care of Prisoners 
and their Dependents, wrote a letter to the Times stating that 
the reports published in the press were part of a campaign of 
mis-representation of the administration of justice in Spain and 
that they distorted the facts “beyond recognition", The letter 
was immediately reproduced in all Spanish newspapers with 
appropriate propaganda headlines hailing Marsal as an upholder 
of truth who had entered the lists against the enemies of Spain, 


Se On October 15th the Times published a reply to 
Marsal's letter signed by Antonio Torres, This was not re- — 
produced in the Spanish press but a disparaging personal reference 
to Sr. Torres was inserted, It seemed to me that in his letter 
Torres. invalidated the assertions made by Marsal, but in my desire 
to obtain a fair estimate of the truth of the claims made by the 
latter I asked Mr. Malley to investigate the matter, He reports 
in the minute of which I-enclose a Copy, 


or Mr. Malley"s minute points out that it is in the 

nature of things very difficult to arrive in Spain at an accurate 
estimate of the number of imprisoned persons in view of the absence 
of statistics, He shows however that Count Marsal's figures are 
not borne out by what he says about his own organisation the | 
"Petronato de Penados" namely that it cares for one and a half 3 
milbion persons while he puts the number of prisoners at the close. 
of the Civil War at a quarter of a million and the present number ~* 
at 25,000. The Count further weakens his case by owuitting ( 
alto; wether to mention the so-called “penas accessorias” or civil. 
disabilities under which so many prisoners although released still | 
labour, Finally Mr. Malley's information in the latter part of 
his minute on the internal economics of the "Patronato” deserves 
special attention, and it is hardly surprising that no word of 


this appeared in the Count"s letter, 
pp ah i ao? 


4. My despatches NWos.507 and 514 enclosed copies of +; 

letters. I addressed privately. and informally on the 23rd and 26th *! 

of.October to the’ Minister of Foreign Affairs: the first in ch 
regard to a group of five Spaniards imprisoned since December ne: 
1944 without trial and to Sigfrido Catal&, Secretary General of 
Committee of the National Federation of Labour,under sentence of — 
death (please see also your telegram No,841 of 6th November . eee . 
subsequently received); the sécond in regard to the further a 
group of 22 Spaniards arrested at Algeciras and awaiting trial < 
at Cadiz. To the first letter Sr. Martin Artajo has replied in *) ‘ 
the terms of the translation enclosed herein and his contention — 

is that the arrest and detention are not due to political sont 
but that the detained persons are charged with, constituting ° 
revolutionary committee in union with other subversive eleme al 
and thus they came within the scope of Articles 258 and 244 he om a 
the Common weent Law and of Article 50 of the Law of the. feces, L 


os 


‘The Right Honourable Benen’ | Bevin, MsPe 


of the State all of which were in force at the time the 
offences were committed. The Minister claims that these 
men are properly subjected to legal procedure and that 
the judicial authority is proceeding with their cases 
entirely in accordance with the laws of the country. As 
to Catald the Minister's promised report has so far not 
reached me but as Catald has yet to be tried on another 
charge I have reason to hope that the death sentence will 
not be carried out. 


5. My United States colleague and.I took an 
opportunity of broaching this subject with the Minister 
when he lunched with me on the 30th October. He told us 
that he had been carefully into the figures of prisoners 
and found that there were 243,000 in prison for crimes of 
rebellion or plotting against the State and about 20,000 
common criminals. He then explained once more that 
persons who had been found guilty of rebellion or subversive 
activities could not in his opinion properly be classified as 
"Dolitical prisoners" in that they were not imprisoned for 
their political opinions but because they had been found 
cuilty of activities likely to endanger the security of the 
State. He maintained thst any Government was justified 
in imprisoning after proper trial individuals who attempted 
subversive action against the State. He knew that 
activities of this kind on a large scale did not occur in 
Great Britain or the United States but unfortunately such 
activities were endemic in Spain under any régime. He went 
on to state that he believed that over 12,000 out of 243,000 
were likely to be granted conditional freedom under the 
recently published amnesty. Sefior Martin Artajo did not 
succeed in justifying to our satisfaction the prolonged 
detention of persons prior to trial. 149 - 

| } 


be I have not yet received the omised information 
about the twenty-two men awaiting trial at Cadiz (see 
paragraph 2 of my telegram No. 730 of November 2ndj) nor 3 
concerning the five men at Barcelona referred to in paragraph 
3 of the same telegram (who are of course distinct from those 
mentioned at the beginning of paragraph 4 above). I expect 
to be seeing the Minister on the 12th November together with 
my United States colleague when I intend to ask for news on 
all the outstanding cases. 


Te Since the foregoing was drafted it has been 
announced that by an order of the Ministry of Justice 
conditional freedom has been granted to 1,047 prisoners 
serving sentences for offences committed prior to April 
1st, 1939. These all belong to the category known 4s __ 
political prisoners. Since November 8th their names have 
been published daily in the Official Gazette. Coincident 
with the announcement of this order a decree signed by 
General Franco has been published in the Official Gazette. 
Its object is to facilitate the working of the recent 
amnesty promulgated by a decree of October 9th 1945. The 


previous / 


Ow 


previous amnesty (December 17th 1943) established ” 
certain conditions without which no soner could 

be released. . They were (1) i111 health, (2) the 
completion of a term of five years. and ( good 

conduct. These conditions are now abolished so 

that all prisoners,affected by the amnesty whatever 
their circumstances have the same right to clemency. 
This seems to me to be a genuine attempt to make General 
Franco's recent amnesty a practical measure which 

will free all those persons still suffering imprisonment 
for their behaviour during the civil war. 


— 


I have the honour to be, with the 
highest respect, 


sift, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant. 
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MINUTE BY MR, MALLEY 


1. Marsal ruins his case by affirming that 250,008 people 
were found guilty of crime against "the common law of civilised 
nations" and that he had “studied many sentences and had not 
found one for which the reason was political", Apart from the 
fact that it is a terrible thing to have to state that at a given 
date a quarter of a million people were found to have committed 
crime (Marsal's critics put the figure at more than two millions), 
it is an absolutely false statement, The Count we says he has 
“studied many sentences"; they must have been selected for him - 
I have read not many, but many hundreds. Among them there were 
indictments of monstrous crimes, it is true, but the majority 
were purely political. In many, sentences were pronounced 
because, service for the Republican government in any capacity 
was interpreted as resvonsibility or complicity in connection 
with common offences committed by third persons generally unknown 
to the accused, Marsal must be mad to rush into print with a 
statement like that - a crude attempt - which cannwst/ believedby /be 
anybodyy to hide the juridical monstrosity brought into being by 
the Republican “Popular Courts" and continued by Franco's military 
judges. 


Ze Marsal makes a significant omission when he fails to 
mention what is known as "penas accesorias “i.e. persons who heave 
been set free are not allowed to exercise their professions or 
normal occupations. Even in Franco's recent amnesty there is 

a clause making it quite clear that the amnesty does not affect 
"“penas accesorias", This constitutes a dire punishment; it is 
what Spaniards call “la muerte civil". I have known nen who 
have asked to be allowed to return to prison as they were starving 
and desperate because they could find no employment. Lawyers, 
doctors, architects, engineers, schoolmasters and thousands of 
civil servants are suffering "civil death", 


on Marsal's admission that 1.500.000 persons are dealt with 
by his organisation would seem to indicate that his original figure 
of 250.000 in prison at the close of the civil war was a low estimate 
It must be remembered that “immediately after the civil war" every 
soldier - unless he could prove he had been imprisoned by the 
"Reds" - was imprisoned by Franco, or sent to a concentration camp 
to await interrogation,enquiry or trial. ‘here is no means of 
checking statistics; part of modern methods of “propaganda” is 

to falsify figures. But to be impartial, I should say, that 

both the figures given by Marsal and those given by the other side 
are cxaggeated, One must draw a line between them to get any- 
where near the truth. ) 


4. The fiesure of 23.000 people in prison to-day is in con- 
sonance with the official figures obtained from the Ministry of 
Justice from time to time. Unless one could count them personally 
I do not see how these figures canibe challenged, 


5. The following details of prison life bearing upon the 
organisation "Patronato de Penados” directed by the Conde de Marsal, 
have been communicated to me by a priest who has served as a prison 
chaplain for some years, They have been confirmed independently 
by a doctor and a bank manager who have spent. three years in the 
Madrid prisons. | | | 


(a) Every convict who wishes to post a letter - or send a letter 
out of the prison, must pay pesetas 1.65 (40 centimospfays for the = 
stamp, the remaining 1.25 goes to the Patronato, _ 


ty _ For each visitor outside regulation days for visiting, 
the cohvict must pay 1.25. This goes entirely to the Patronato,. 
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On ordinary visiting days relatives in hundreds have to talk 
to those inside, behind bars and wire netting. The din of 
so many voices make an absolute bedlam and in most’ cases it is 
impossible to converse. Therefore those who can afford 1.25, 
give their money to the Patronato. Considering the many 
thousands within prison walls, the Patronato must have made a 
large income’ from these visits. 


(c) For each parcel of food brought to the convict 
by his family, a sum of 1.25 is paid to the Patronato. 


(da) Convicts who are skilled workmen are allowed to 
be employed in private workshops. There are quite a con- 
siderable number, They are down on the pay sheets as receiving 
the standard wage (12,15,17 etc., péuatea’. Of this the convict 
receives 1.50 pesetas, and the wife 2 pesetas. The rest goes 
to the Patronato, The victim receives the prison food and 
sleeps in his cell. 


(e) In every prison there is an “Economato" 
("cooperative" society). The orices are usually higher than 
those prevailing outside, The whole concem is run by the 
Patronato - no dividen§s are paid. It is logical to assume, 
therefore, that profits accrue, 


(f) Convicts are only allowed one hair-cut per month 
and one shave per week, If they require the services.of the 
hair-dresser oftener they must pay 25 centimos for each time 
they use him. The hair-dressers are, for the most part, wnvicts 
themselves. 


(ft) For the privilege of what is called “visita 
extraordinaria™ once a week the convict must subscribe to the 
newspaper “Redencién”™ published under the auspices of the 
Patronato,. 


This information does not cover the labour camps. 
There are 2.000 convicts employed in building the new Military 
Academy at Toledo, 


My informants point out that a simple arithmetical 
calculation will show that whatever tenefits come to the depen- 
dents of the convicts from the Patronato are really paid for 
by the prison population itself. 


The testimony of three independent honourable 
witnesses — each personally known to me - is as far-as we can 
get - their names, of course, cannot be made public. 
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TRANSLATION OF LETTER FROM MINISTER FOR FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS TO H.M. AMBASSADOR DATED 45th 


My dear Ambassador and Friend, 


With reference to your kind letter of yestérday's 
date I have the pleasure of sending you enclosed a memorandum 
containing the antecedents furnished by the Directorate General 
of Security concerning the individuals arrested in December 1944. 
AS you will see there is absolutely no question of political 
activities nor is it a matter of wrongful arrests indefinitely 
prolonged without trial. On the contrary the arrests are due 
to the fact that these persons had constituted a revolutionary 
committee, This being proved they are responsible for an 
offence which is punishable by Articles 244 in relation with 
208 of the Common Penal Code and Article 50 in relation to the 
second chapter of the Law of Security of the State of March 29th 
1941 all of which were in force at the time the acts were 
committed, 


They are accused then of a concrete offence, punishable 
by the laws of Spain and therefore they have been subjected to 
legal procedure and placed at the disposal of the judicial 
authorities who in entire accord with the laws are directing 
the proceedings, All the requisites of the most absolute 
legality are then being fulfilled, There are proofs of the 
aecusation, the procedure is regular and the authority in charge 
is competent, 


Concerning the concrete case of Sigfrido Catal& whose 
family — not by any means an impartial source of information - 
seems to state that they fear the sentence of death has been 
passed, I have asked for the necessary, data and I promise to 
inform you as soon as I receive it. 


(Signed) ARTAJO. 


“MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 


S TRANSLATION OF MEMORANDUM DATED 


25th OCTOBER, 1945, 


The Directorate General of Security furnishes the following 
antecedents relative to the individuals referred to by H.E. the 
British Ambassador in his letter of the 23rd October (88/152/45), 


REGULO MARTINEZ SANCHEZ: 49 years of age, single, ex 
priest, unfrocked by ecclesiastical jurisdiction before the 18th 
July 1956 because of his continual attacks on the Catholic Church, 
Was condemned to death for assisting the rebellion at the time 
of the liberation of Madrid, The sentence was commuted to one of 
oO years imprisonment, later reduced to 20 years and released on 

conditional freedom on February 23rd, 1944, 


VICENTE OTERO LASO: 356 years of age, single, elementary 
schoolmaster, sentenced by courtmartial to 12 years and one day's 
imprisonment for assisting the rebellion, Received the benefits 
of conditional freedom on November 7th, 1942, 


ADOLFO DE PRADA VAQUERO: 61 years of age, married. Before 
the 18th July 1936 he was a cavtain of infantry on the reserve, 
In October 1936 he returned to active service with the rank of 
colonel of the same Arm and took part in military operations on 
different fronts in command of units of the Red Army. At the 
liberation of Madrid a court martial of weneral officers sentenced 
him to death, Like Regulo Martinez Sanchez this sentence was 
commuted by the Government to one of 30 years’ imprisonment later 
reduced to 20 and released on December 17th 19436, 


JOSE CARRENO ESPANA: 56 ysars of age, single, lawyer. 
Sentenced by court martial to 30 years’ imprisonment for the offence 
of adherence to the rebellion, subseqently reduced to 12 years and 
finally released on September 26th, 1941. 


ANTONIO SAN MIGUEL TARAZONA: 41 years of age, physician, 
was sentenced to £0 years’ imprisonment for assisting the rebellion. 
Conditional release on May 8th 1943, 


VICENTE VALLS ANGLES: 48 years old, married, elementary 
school inspector, Was condemned to 20 years and one day's imprimsn- 
ment for adherence to the rebellion and was released conditionally 
on January 24th 1944, | 


SOCRATES GOMEZ PEREZ: 3&1 years of age, married, journalist. 
Was sentenced to cO years’ imprisonment but with recommendation 
for commutation to that of six years and one day. Conditional 
release May 22nd 1941, 


The arrest of the said indi viduals together with JUAN GOMEZ 

EGIDO and SIGFRIDO CATALA TINEO carried out in December 1944 

was due to the fact that proofs existed of their having constituted 

a revolutionary committee in union with other subversive elements 
an offence that is defined and punished in Articles 244 in relation 
with 238 of the Common Penal Code and in Article 5 in relation to the 
second chapter of the Law of Security of the State of March 29th  ._. 
1941, all of which were in force at the time the acts were committed, 


Once the enquiry by the agents of the Directorate cannes of 
Security was complete, they were placed at the disposal of she ) 
rasaet el euthority who is directing the proceedings through the 
relevant legal chanmnd, | EL REE ONE ARR ROR Sy 8 TEN 
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Spanish P@sons in concetnration car 

Encloses letter from Le Dobos Gibemt, 
who until recently was in prison himselfe St*tes that 
he has probably met all important political. 
prisoners belonging to all parties. The FAKANGE . 
is openly promising in leaflets distributed in 
Madrid streets that before they go all political 


prisoners Will be gg&S@@red. Asks if anything can 
be donee 
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L. Dobos Gib@rti 
Unitarian Service Cttee 
61, rue Jouffroy 
Paris. 


Dear Comrade Wilkinson, 


Permit me to offer you first of all my heartfelt, althe 
belated congratulations to British Labours’ victory and your high 
functions in the new cabinet. 


During the last few years I have written you many times froe 
the différent Spanish prisons and concentration camps, asking 
different British fellow prisoners to take those messages to Bnglend.<- 
I have no doubt that some of those letters arrived, as I am leaming 
now that my unexpected liberation was mainly due to efforts 
undertaken in London. May I say that I feel the deepest gratitude 
and indebtedness for your never failing solidarity and kindness. 
They have saved me from a situation that wes - without exageretion 
more than precarious, as my second detention on Dec. 28th, 1944 has 
been made on the charge of having contacts with the maps oy 
resistance in Spain. Such a charge -- with much less evidence they 
had in my case -- has been sufficient to send many foreigners and, 
still more Spaniards, before the firing squads... But that has been 
my second imprisonment already. It lasted until few weeks ° 
Previously I have been detained in Spain in May 1941, after I have 
crossed the French frontier in order to avoid extradition by the 
Vichy government to the Germans who were asking for it. ent 
in prison in Figueras, Gerona and in the camp of Miranda de Sbro 
28 month. During that time I have met probably all the important 
political prisoners belonging to all parties and organisations. 


Presently, I would like to inform you that during my stay in 
the underground prison of the Direccion General de Seguridad in 
Madrid in the month of March and May of this year I have been 
together with the National Executive Committee of the Spanish 
Socialist Party who were there in full number, I only mention here 
the name of Juan Gomez, chairman, Valls, General Secretary and 
Socrates Gomez, a youth leader. They were arrested for the illegal 
continuation of the Socialist Party and technically charged with 
high treason. The National Executive Committee, the Madrid 
Provincial Committee and the Committee of the very important indust 
city Bilbao were in detention. The printshops of the illegal 
"El Socialista” were found and everbody in connection arrested. 

All in all there were about 220 prisoners of the socialist group. 


Another five hundred were imprisonned and tortured for contacts with 
the Junta Supremade Union Nacional. At the same time all republicen 
leaders like Carreno Espana, Col. Praédas etc. were also with me. 
They have been transferred nearly simultaniously with me to the 
Model Prison of Carabanchel Alto and put at the disposal of the 
"Alto Tribunal del Ejercito", like myself at that time, Lately 
they have been transferred to the Alcala de Henares prison notorious 
for frequent executions of political prisoners. There is every 
reason to believe that they are -- in a sen@ hostages, as we have 
been often told by Falenge members that the political prisoners 
will be executed should any emergency situation arise with regard 
the Franco regime. 

/The 


¢-- copy 
@ (2 12999/89/41) 
L. Dobos Gibarti 
Unitarian Service Cttee 


61, rue Jouffroy 
Paris. 


August 29th, 1945. 


? 


Dear Comrade Wilkinson, 


Permit me to offer you first of all my. heartfelt, although 
belated congratulations to British Labours’ victory and your high 
functions in the new cabinet. 


During the last few years I have written you many times from 
the différent Spanish prisons and concentration camps, asking 
different British fellow prisoners to take those méssages to England.- 
I have no doubt that some of those letters arrived, as I am learning 
now that my unexpected liberation was mainly due to efforts 
undertaken in London. May I say that I feel the deepest gratitude 
and indebtedness for your never failing solidarity and kindness. 
They have saved me from a situation that wes - without exageration 
more than precarious, as my second detention on Dec. 28th, 1944 has 
been made on the charge of having contacts with the underground 
resistance in Spain. Such a charge -- with much less evidence they 
had in my case -- has been sufficient to send many foreigners and, 
still more Spaniards, before the firing squads... But that has been 
my second imprisonment already. It lasted until few weeks ago. 
Previously I have been detained in Spain in May 1941, after I have 
crossed the French frontier in order to avoid extradition by the 
Vichy government to the Germans who were asking for it. 4 spent 
in prison in Figueras, Gerona and in the camp of Miranda de Ebro 
28 month. During that time I have met probably all the important 
political prisoners belonging to all parties and organisations. 


Presently, I would like to inform you that during my stay in 
the underground prison of the Direccion General de Seguridad in 
Madrid in the month of March and May of this year I have been 
together with the National Executive Committee of the Spanish 
Socialist Party who were there in full number, I only mention here 
the name of Juan Gomez, chairman, Valls, General Secretary and 
socrates Gomez, a youth leader. They were arrested for the illegal 
continuation of the Socialist Party and technically charged with 
high treason. The National Executive Committee, the Madrid 
Provincial Committee and the Committee of the very important industria 
city Bilbao were in detention. The printshops of the illegal 
“El Socialista” were found and everbody in connection arrested. 

All in all there were about 220 prisoners of the socialist group. 


Another five hundred were imprisonned and tortured for contacts with 
the Junta Supremade Union Nacional. At the same time all republican 
leaders like Carreno Espana, Col. Prdédas etc. were also with me. 
They have been transferred nearly simultaniously with me to the 
Model Prison of Carabanchel Alto and put at the disposal of the 
“Alto Tribunal del Ejercito", like myself at that time, Lately 
they have been transferred to the Alcala de Henares prison notorious ~— 
for frequent executions of political prisoners. There is every | 
reason to believe that they are -- in a sens hostages, as we have 
been often told by Falemge members that the political prisoners 
will be executed should any emergency situation arise with regard 
the Franco regime. 


/The 
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The Falange is openly promising in leaflets they distribute in 
the Madrid streets that before they have to go all the political 
prisoners will be massacred in the prisons. 


All our imprisonned friends hope that the British Labour 

- Party will undertake something for them. Before leaving Madrid I 
have been asked by them to put before you their proposal that the 
LP © the T.U. Congress should ask for the admission of delegation 
to inspect the prisons and inquire into the situation of the 
‘political prisoners. 


Immediately, after my return I spoke to Comrade Llopis, one 
of the Spanish Socialist leaders in France who promised me that he 
will bring this suggestion to the attention of the British Labour 


delegates who participated in the Socialist Congress in Paris recently 


| Knowing your warm interest in Spain from the time when we 
have been together with Barbusse in Madrid in 1955; -- I turn to 
your déar comrade Wilkinson, asking you to use your influence for 
the liberation of our Spanish friends. I might add that in 
Carabanchel Alto and in Alcala de Henares there is a great number 
of prisoners belonging to all Buropean nationalities... 


However discutable are the complexities of the Spanish 
political situation, every fairminded person will agree that 
Franco must be compelled to stop killing political prisoners after 
seven years passed the termination of the civil war. As to the 
“new crimes" we have to say that they all consist in efforts to 
continue such organisations which are admitted and flourishing in 
any democratic state. 


A British Labour delegation to Spain would be of great 
cons@€quence for the fate of the political prisoners of that country 
and is likely to advance the cause of their liberation. I hope 
therefore that you will be able to use all your influence in order 
to help our Spanish friends in this respect. 


Thanking you for your kindness and understanding, I remain, 


with best personal wishes 
yours very sincerely 


(Sgd.) L. Dobos Gibarti. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S. Wel. 
November 17th 1945, 


Dear Private Secretary, 


Would you piease ict your 
Minister know that Mr. Noel-Baker 
has received her letter enclosi 
one from Senor Dobos Gibarti, « 


will be replying as soon as 
possible. 


Yours sincerely, 
B.3.N. 


Private Secretary to 
Minister of State. 


The Private S P 
Ministry of Hducation, 


Registry 
. No. 


O 
/'Z 12999/89/41 X o errr” 
OuT F 


F.R.H.M. 


Thank you for your recent letter, 
Diep, | enclosing one dated August 29th, from Dobos 


obent 
Gibarti, Pegerdine conditions in Spanish 
‘Miss Ellen 


Wilxinson,. M.P. prisons. I return Gibarti's letter herein; 
we have kept a copy for our files. 

There can, I am afraid, be no doubt 
but that the position as regards Spanish 
prisons is very far from satisfactory —- both 


ws regards the numbers of persons imprisoned 


MARGIN. 


and as regards their actual treatment. The 


THIS 


Foreign Office have been concerned about the 


IN 


question for a long time past and our Embassy 
in Madrid has made frequent representations on 

the subject to the Spanish authorities. A 
good deal of information has reached us from 


our Embassy and from other sources on the whole 


tri Ane 


Fun 
quest ion, /even so it te/ not/ easy to form a 
very clear picture of the situation at any 
given time. The general position at the present 


time would seem to be the following ; 


‘ 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


The number of persons in the prisons 
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administered by the Ministry of Justice is 
understood to be rather more thine twenty 
thousand, In wares to these there ode 
‘understood to be aflarger mumbey of prisoners 


held as "detenidos gubernativos" by the ‘ ant 


WR OE | 
Seguridad fitch comes unuer the Mini 
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The maltreatment of prisoners for 

which the Se ridad seems to be ry Fa respon- 
ible, has ormed the subject of/representat ios 

by our Bmbassy. It has unhappily always been 
a feature of prison administration in Spain 
and perhaps must be regarded as characteristic 
of a people who, whatever their other ey 
are ‘still very indifferent to cruelty. 

I see that Gibarti'’s account relates 
to the earlier months of this year. Since 
then there have been signs of some improvement 
in the situation. Umpmder the Amnesty of 
October 9th, we are told that some ten to 


twelve thousand prisonersmay expect release. 


We have heard from the Embassy that two 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


prominent Socialists have in fact already been 
let out of prison, together with over /& thousa 
other prisoners. I may add that our Ambassado 
has told us that, although numbers of reports 
have reached him during the past two or three 
months of the imposition of the death 
sentence, no information has been received of 
such sentences having been actually carried 


out. eo 4. Fu df df, 


I confess that/Giberti's suggestion 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


that a delegation from the Labour Party shoul 

visit Spain to inspect the prisons has certai 
Lovww - 

attractions. I an yany mach inclined to 


doubt whether the present Spanish Government 


would be prepared to agree to such a proposal. 


Ben if they did agree, for fear of ‘putting 
themselves still further in the | 


OUT FILE 


British opinion, I am afraid that it is only 


too probable that the Delegation would be 


,% 


carefully shown round some of the show pieces — 


> 


" . 


of Spanish prison administration - and there 1 
are some, such as the Central Prison of the 
Ministry of Justice in Madrid which was 
inspected last summer without warning by the 
local correspondent of "The Times" —- or 

would only be allowed to see prisoners in 

other places under conditions calculated to 

make a fairly favourable impression. I fear 
that such a visit would be unlikely to achieve 
very much for the prisoners. On the contrary 


it might only have the effect of making their 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


lot ‘Bt ill worse. /If Francoidid allow the 

visit to take place, he would/do fer best to. 
turn it to his own account and see that it was 
exploited to his own advantage by the Spanish 


papers. 
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(z 1999/89/41) OUT FILE 20th December, 1945, 
hal 


dear Wee, 


Thank you for your recent letter, enclosing one 
Gated 29th August, from Dobos Gibarti, about 
conditions in Spanish prisons. I return Cibarti’s 
letter herein; we have kept a copy for our files, 

There can, i am afraid, be no doubt but that the 


position as recards Spanish prisons is very far from 


satisfactory ~ both as regards the numbers of persons 


imprisoned and as regards their actual treatment, 

The Foreign Office have been concerned about the 

question for a iong time past anc our Eebassy in 

Madrid has made frequent representations on the subject 

to the Spanish authorities. A good deal of 

(nformation hes reached us from our Sebassy and from 

other sources on the whole question, but even soe it 

has mot been easy to form avery clear picture of the 

situation at any civen time. The general position 
at/ 

The Right Henourabdle 
Bllen Wilkinson, MP. 
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at the present time would seem to be the following: 

The number of versons in the prisons administered by 
the Hinistry of Justice is understood to be rather more 
than twenty thousand. In addition to these there is 
understood to be a still larger number of prisoners held 
ae “aetenidos gubernativos” by the "Seruridad" a service 
which comes under the Ministry of interior. 

The maltreatment of prisoners, for which the Seguridad 
seens to be mainly responsible, has formed the subiect of 
strong representations vy our Erbassy. it has unhanrily 
always been a feature of prison administration in Spain 
and perhaps must be recarded as charactcristie of a 
people who, whatever their other qualities, are still very 
indifferent to cruelty, 

I see that Gibarti's account relates to the earlier 
months of this year. Since then there have been signe of 
some improvement in the situation, Under the Amnesty of 


9th Gctober, we are told that some ten to twelve thousand 
prisoners/ 


_ OUT FILE stig 


isoners may expect release, We have heard from the 
= that two prominent Socialists heave in fact 
already been let out of prison, together with over 
four thousand other prisoners. I may acd that our 
Arbagsador has told us that, although numbers of 
reports heve reached him during the past two or 
three months of the imposition of the death sentence, 
no information has been received of such sentences 
having been actually carried out. 

I confess that on the face of it, Gibarti’s 
succestion that a delecation from the Labour Party 
should visit Spain to inspect the prisons has certain 
attractions, . am however very much faclined to doubt 
whether the present Spanish Covertment would be prepared 
to agree to such a preposal. Even if they aid agree, 
for fear of putting themselves still further in the 
wrong with British opinion, i am afraid that it is only 
teo probable that the Delegation would be carefully shown 
round some of the show pieces of Spanish prison | 


administration —- and there are same, such as the Central 


Prison/ 
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Prisen of the Ministry of dustice in Madrid which was 
inepected last summer without warning by the local 


correspondent af "The Times" - or would only be allowed 


to see priscners in other places under conditions 
calculated to make a fairly favourabiec impression. i 
fear that such a visit would be unlikely to achieve 

very much for the prisoners. On the contrary it micht 
only nave the effect of making their lot still worse, 

And if Franco did allow the visit to take place, he would 
certainly do his best to turn it to his own account 

and gee that it was exploited to hie own advantarce 

by the Spanish papers. 
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ot asked Secretary of 
parese been made in 

eplied Spanish Gove 
pardon ta offenders guilty of rebellion before _ 
il 4eat 1939 has been embodied in a Decree. There | 
is no information as to extent to which amnesty is 
‘already being instrumented MgMbfact that t 
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s 33. Mr. Foot,—To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, whether he has any 
' information to give the House on the progress ‘of hic efforts to secure a general 
amnesty for political prisoners in Spain. | Wednesday 21st November.| 


| 


ANSWERED 21 NOV 1945 
REPLY ATTACHED, 


This question is a sequel to the 
question which Mr. Foot asked in the House 
on the 22nd October (see Z 12050 - Flag A). 


We have since received from H.M,. Ambassa- 
dor, Madrid, a fuller report on the decree 
i} about the amnesty, Which is dated the 9th 
| October (Z 12466 - Flag B) which shows that, 
| under the terms of the decreeg total pardm is 
granted to those persons condemned for 
/ military rebellion and other offences committed 
} up to the lst April 1939. The Minister for 
Foreign Affaris has informed Sir Victor 
Mallet that 10,000 to 12,000 persons will 
benefit from the decree. The pardon does not, 
| however, cover accessory punishments (penas ~ 
accessorias). This is a serious qualification 
as these accessory pugishments include such 
formidable disabilities as the debarring of 
the persons concerned from the exercise of 
their professions or from returning to their 
previous domidle to live. 
) is Z/2464- log C 
Sir Victor Mallet has also reporte at 
3 two prominent Socialists, Teodomigo Menendez 
ial and Rafael Henche (Mayor of Madrid during the 
fe Rerae _ . i Civil War), have been released. We have no 
,. +] other information, however, as to the extent 
to which the amnesty is being implemented 
and I think it is time to ask Sir Victor 
Mallet for a further report. 


I submit draft reply. 
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% 83. Mr. Foot,—To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, whether he has any 


information to give the. House on the progress ‘of his efforts to secure a general 


amnesty for political prisoners in Spain. | Wednesday 21st November.| 


ANSWERED 21 NOV 1945 


This question is a sequel to the 
question which Mr. Foot asked in the House 
on the 22nd October (see Z 12050 - Flag A). 


We have since received from H.M. Ambassa- 
dor, Madrid, a fuller report on the decree 
about the amnesty, Which is dated the 9th 
October (Z 12466 - Plag B) which shows that, 
under the terms of the decreeg total pardm is 
granted to those persons condemned for 
military rebellion and other offences committed 
up to the lst April 1939. The Minister for 
Foreign Affaris has informed Sir Victor 
Mallet that 10,000 to 12,000 persons will 
benefit from the decree. The pardon does not, 
however, cover accessory punishments (penas 
accessorias). This is a serious qualification 
as these accessory pugishments include such 
formidable disabilities as the debarring of 
the persons concerned from the exercise of 
their professions or from returning to their 
previous domidle to live. 

- 2 /24.64-~Fg C 

Sir Victor Mallet has also reporte at 
two prominent Socialists, Teodomigo Menendez 
and Rafael Henche (Mayor of Madrid during the 
Civil War), have been released. We have no 
other information, however, as to the extent 
to which the amnesty is being implemented 
and I think it is time to ask Sir Victor 
Mallet for a further report. 


I submit draft reply. 


SPAIN (POLITICAL PRISONERS) 


_’ Mr. Foot asked the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs whether he has any 
information to give the House on the pro- 
gress of his efforts to secure a general 
amnesty for political prisoners in Spain. 


Mr. Bevin: The Spanish Government's 
decision to grant a general pardon to 
offenders guilty of rebellion or other 
offences committed before 1st April, 1939, 
has been embodied in a Decree. His 
Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid has re- 
ported that, according to the Spanish 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, 10,000 to 
12,000 persons will benefit from this 
Decree. I have not yet any information 
as to the extent to which this amnesty is 
already being implemented, beyond the 
fact that two prominent members of the 
Socialist Party have been released. 


The pardon does not, however, cover 
‘“ accessory punishments.’’ This is a 
serious qualification, since these ‘‘ acces- 
sory punishments *’ include such dis- 
abilities as the debarring of released 
persons from exercising their professions | 
and returning to their previous domicile 
to live. I am continuing to watch the 
matter. 
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ether he has any 
% 88. Mr. Foot,—To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, wht | 
information to give the Howse on the progress of his efforts to! seeure a general 
amnesty for political prisoners in Spain. | Wednesday 21st November] 


DRAFT REPLY. 

* 33 Mr. Foot. ¥eo-—sir, fhe Spanish Government's decision 
to grant a general pardon to offenders guilty 
of rebellion or other offences committed before 
April ist 1959 has been embodied in a Decree. 

His Majesty's Ambassedor at Madrid has 
reported that, according to the Spanish Minister 
for Foreign Affairs 10,000 to 12,000 persons 
will benefit from this Decree. I have not 
yet any information as to the extent to which 
this amnesty is already being implemented, 

Cry Ar Mh, Kas 
except/that two prominent members of the 
Socialist Party have been released. 


The pardon does not, however, cover 


‘> 
"€5e accessory punishments", end this represents 


SILA 
a serious qualification, eeeine thet the siret fore 


° vy bach Misabhtls, 0) 
accessery punishments include/the debarring 


of released persons from exercising their 
professions and returning to their previous 


domicile to live. 


I am continuing to watch the matter. 


OuUT 5 Le November, 1945 


R.K.W.S. 


Desp ied ‘oO 


My telegram Na. 798. 


In reply to a further Parliamentary 


Telegram. Question on 2lst November regarding the 


2308 av: Amnesty for political prisoners in Spain, I 
said: 
Dated. New 23 
"The Spanish Government's decision to 
grant a general pardon to offenders guilty of 


rebellion or other offences committed before 


lst April, 1939, has been embodied in a 
Departmental No.l 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


Decree. His Majesty's Ambassador at Madrid 
has reported that, according to the Spanish 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, 10,000 to 
12,000 persons will benefit from this Decree. 
I have not yet any information as to the 
extent to which this amnesty is already being 
implemented, beyond the fact that two 
prominent members of the Socialist Party 
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have been released. 

"The pardon does not, however, cover 
"accessory punishments’. This is a serious 
qualification, since these ‘accessory 
punishments ' include such disabilities as ae 
deberring: of released persons from exercising 
their professions ona returning to Danas 
‘previous domicile to live. 

" ‘to watch the matter." ¥ 
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(EN CLAIR] DEP AL NO,1 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO MADRID, 


Bo, 222 Saving, 25rd November 1945, 


00000 


My telegram No, 798, 


In reply to a further raze pentane Question on 21st 
November regarding the Amnesty for political prisoners in 
Spain, I said: 


"The Spanish Government's decision to grant a general 
pardon to offenders guilty of rebellion or other offences 
committed before lst April, 1959, has been embodied in a 
Decree, His Majesty s Ambassador at Madrid has orted that, 
rete We, to the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, 10,000 
to 12,000 persons will benefit from this Decree, I have not 
yet _any information as to the extent to which this amnesty 


already being implemented, beyond the fact that two prominent 
nembers oF the Soe art : , 


ialist Party have been released, 


The pardon does not, however, cover “acosssory 
punishments . This isa serious qualification, Since these 
accéssory punishments include such disabilites as the 
debarring of released persons from exercis their professions 


and returning to their previous domicile to live, I am 
continuing to watch the matter," 
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on behalf of Spanish Repub 
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off with Franco. 
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IS Majesty's Comreout al at Seaseat ‘ 

presents his compliments to Hu ema ai feerclar, J) Sc 
and has the honour to transmit to him thé under-th ntio 


documents. 
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See ES A. ae SR 
-Tunis le 7 novembre 1945 — 
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Monsieur le Consul de l'Angleterre 4 Tunis 


Les républicains espagnols de Tunis réunis aujourd*hui 
-neuvieme anniversaire de la glorieuse défense. de Madrid Zace 
aux hordes hitléro-phalangistes, s'adressent & vous pour. que C 
vous transmettiez 4 votre Gouvernement ce qui suit: 


Etant arrivé & notre connaissance l'arrestation de 22 autres 
patriotes espagnols, desquels leur vie court imminent danger, 
celle de cing autres, anciens ebmbattants des F.F. I., Francisco 
Serrat, Juan Fortuny, Juan Arévalo, José Irave et Eduardo 
Segrilla avec lesquels le régime franquiste veut perpétrer un 
nouveau crime, et la condamnation a mat de l'ancien républicain, 
lui aussi F.F.I. Esrich Gozalbo, nous demandons que le 
Gouvernement que vous représentez intercede en faveur d'eux et 
ainsi que de tous ceux qui gémissent dans les prisons et camps 
de concentration phalangistes. 


Apres_les tortures ipfligéees a nos compatriotes Santiago 
Alvarez, Sebastian Zapirain, Ventura Marquez et autres, qui ont 
soulevé la conscience universelle, le fait que le régime franqiiste 
continue a ensanglanter le sol espagnol nous fait diriger la 
présente demande, réclamant des mesures plis énergiques contre 
les hommes qui représentent les réminiscences du fascisme 
international coupable de l'énorme catastrophe d'ou l'humanité 
vient de sortir. 


En méme temps que la libération de tous nos freres et 
leur sortie d'Espagne pour un pays libre nous considérons que 
tous les pays démocratigques doivent rompre les relations 
diplomatigues et commerciales-avec Franco et aider le peuple 
espagnol & se liberer d'accord avec les principes qu'animent les 
accords de San Francisco et de Potsdam. 


\ 


Recevez Monsieur le Consul 1! OXERSRESON de notre 
considération la plus distinguée 


Pour la Présidence 


ismael_ Chico ¥ | _ Lino Santos 


7~ 


Hotel de la Tranquillité, 
Rue Zarkoun 
Tunis 


funis 1é 7 nove .bre 


\ 


llonsieur le Consul de l' Angleterre & Tunis 


Les républicains espagnols de Tunis réunis aujourd’hui 
neuvitme avuiversaire de la glorieuse défense de Madrid Zace 
aux hordes hitléro-phalangistes, s*adressent A vous pour que c 
vous transmettiez *« votre Gouvernenie.t ce gui suit: 


Etant arrivé & notre connaissance l'arrestation de 22 autres 
patriotes espagnols, desquels leur vie court imminent danger, 
celle de cing autres, auciens cémbattants des |'.}'.I., Francisco 
Serrat, Juan lortuny, Juan Arévalo, José *rave et Eduardo 
Segrilla avec lesquels le régime franquiste veut perpétrver un 
nouveau cri.e, et la comdannation A mat de l’ancien républicain, 
lui aussi *.F.I. “srich Gozalbo, nous demandons que le 

> uvernewent sue vous représentez interctde en iaveur d'eux et 
ainsi gue de tous ceux qui géiissent dans les prisons et caizips 
de concentration phalangistes. , 


Apres les tortures infligées 4 nos compatriotes Santiago 
Alvarez, Sebastian Zapirain, Veutura Marquez et autres, qui ont 
soulevé la conscience uiverseile, le fait que le régime franmiste 
coiutinue A ensanglanter le gol espagnol nous iait diriger la 
présente deuande, réclaucant des megures pls énergiques contre 
les homes gui-représentent les. réminiscences du iascisme 
iuternational coupable de l'énorme catastrophe d*ou l'humanite 
vient de sortir. * | 


En wéuec temps gue la litvération de tous nos fréres et 
leur sortie d*!s:;agne pour un pays libre nous considérons que 
sous les pays déwocratiyues doivent rouwpre les relations | 
Jiplouati, es et coiwerciales avec }Yranco et aider le peuple 
espayiiol & se liberer. d'accord avec les principes ,u*aniuent les 
accords de San Francisco et de Potsdam. 


Kecevez ionsieur le Consul 1*expression de notre | 
considération la plus distinguée | ° 


Pour la Présideiice 
isnael Chico spk Lino Se 
Hotel de la Tranquillité, 
Rue Zarkoun 
: Tunis 
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Monsieur le Cons'1 de l*Av.gleterre 4 Tunis 


Les répubiicains espagnols de Tunis réunis aujourd*hyui 
neuvitme avuiversaire de la glorieuse défense de Mairid Zace 
aux hordes hitléro—phalangistes, s'adressent 4&4 vous pour que co 
vous transmettiez : votre Gouverneie.t ce qui suits: 


Etant arrivé A notre connsissance l*arrestation de 22 autres 
patriotes expagnols, desquels leur vie court imminent danger, 
celle de cing aitres, anuciens cémbattants dese .).I., Francisco 
Serrat, Juan ‘artuny, duan Arévalo, José “rave et Sduardo 
Segxrilla avec lesyuels le régime iranquiste veut perpétrer un 
nouveau eri:e, et la eo;da@ination & mat de ltancien républicain, 
lui aussi ».F.I. “Usrich Gozalbo, nous demandons que le 

uvemenent .ue vous représentez interctde en iaveur d‘eux et 
aiisi gue de tous ceux qui géissent dans les prisons et caups 
de conca: tration phalangistes. 


Apees les tortures infligées 4& nos compatriotesg Santiago 
Alvarez, Sebastian Zapirain, Ventura Marquez et autres, qui ont | 
soulevé la conscience w.iiverseile, le fait ue le ré;jime ‘ranuiste 
coiutinue a e:.vsanglanter le sol cspagnel nous iatt diriger la 
présente dewaide, réclaiant des meygures pl « énersiques contre 
les ho.mes gui représentent les réiniscences du iascisme 
international coupable de l'énorme catastrophe d*ou L'hunanité 
vie:.t de sortir. 


En u@ne temps que la livération de tous nos iréres et 
leur sortie -d*s:agne pour un pays Libre nous ceonusidérons «ue 
‘0.8 les pays décocraticues doivent ronupre les relations 
liple.ati es et co uwerciales avec !ra:.co et aider le peuple 
@5 pags.ol a se liberer d*aceurd avee les principes ou®aninent les 
accoras de San Trancisco et de Potsdan. 


necevez onsieur le Consul i'* expression de notre 
cousidération la plu distinguée : 
four la Préside.ce 

igiael Chico | 5 Lino Santos 
Hotel de la Tranquillité, So 

A Rue Zarkgoun | ae 
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Registry | Intervention by His Majesty's Government or 
Number 'Z 13054/89/41 ' aait of Republican elem ients. | 
FROM — Transmits copy of letter from British 


Mie DUPE ocner | Consulate-General Marseilles No. 138 P of 1th 
No -er>s_ November reporting two representatives of the 
1225 (126/97/45) "Comité Regional de Provence de la Junte | 
7 Espagnole Republitaine". requested attention be 
Dated 23rd Nov. 1945. | Gpawn to present reign of terror in Spain with 
Received a view to further intervention by His Majesty's 
in Registry Oth Nov.1945. Goverment. oie 7 
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No. 1225 (126/97/45) | r és 


»@ Majesty's Ambassador a, reris S/ 


presents his compliments to 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


British. embassy, ......... 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


: 


Copy of letter from | Intervention by H.M.G. 
British Consulate /.on behalf of 

General, Marseilles, | republican elements. 
No. 138 P. of 14.11.45, 


a Nir IQ/A5 


34794 28518—1 (8) 


British Gonsulate General, 
Marseilles. 


ikth November, 1945, 


Sirs ? 


I have the honour to aoe 
representatives of the “Gomi 

Provence de la Junte Espagnole 
called at this office today and were received 
by Mr, Judd, 


2. They requested that your attention should 
be drawn to the present “reign of terror" in 
» with a view to further intervention by 
s Majesty's Government on behalf of republican 
elements, and stated that similar approaches 
were being made to British Consular Officers 
throughout France. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your Excellency's 
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Regisiry Z) 13153/89/41 
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Datede SO Nov,1945. 
Received 30th Noy,1945. 
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Requests intervention as above. 
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BEG EARNESTLY USE YOUR INFLUENCE TO SAVE LIVES 
SPANISH REPUBLICANS DOT AND JOSE GALDO NOW 


BEING TRIED AT BARCELONA STOP RESPECTFULLY YOURS 


= JOSE GIRAL 
PRESIDENTE GOBIERNO REPUBLICA ESPANOLA # 


4, & P (c). NO ENQUIRY RESPECTING THIS TELEGRAM GAN BE ATTENDED TO wiTHOUT PRODUCTION OF THIS COPY. 


REPLIES SHOULD BE HANDED IN AT ONE OF THE GOMPANY'S OFFICES, 


TELEGRAMS ACCEPTED FOR ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 


(except for the following European Countries: Belgium, Luxemburg, Danzig, Denmark, Esthonia, Finland, 
Germany, Holland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland and S wecen) 


AND FOR SHIPS AT SEA, AT THE COMPANY’S BRANCHES :— 
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Crane Huse Millbank, S.W.1 ... " Wictoria 7871 Te 
The Adelphi, J Street, Strand, W.C.2 .. TEMple Bar 1253 NORTHERN IRELAND— 


Aad tne Vistrict Me ger Company's Offices. Imperial House, 9, Donegall Square East, Belfast ... Belfast 27438 


TELEX NUMBERS IN PROVINCES: 


BIRMINGHAM : LEITH : LIVERPOOL: MANCHESTER : NEWCASTLE: SHEFFIELD: 
Central Telex 7370. Telex 36054. Bank Telex 4012. Central Telex 5800. Telex 23033. Telex 23040. 
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EIRE. (IRELAND). 
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My telegram No. 26/7 26 PM perches 


:Spanish Republicans under arrest/ 


Telegram from Giral Government 
apesits for intervention in the case of 
two Spanish Republicans whose names are 
given as Dot and Jose Galdo, said to be 
under trial at Barcelona. 

2. Please investigate this report 
and if circumstances appear to warrant 
it, make appropriate representations on 
the usual lines to the Ministry of Foreign 


Affairs. 


(5 Ax | 
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414 LNO 
Z1$155/89/41. 
[EN CLAIR} DEPARTMENTAL NO. 1. 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE YO MADRID 


Sotrteventere 
mber, 1945. 


65656 


telegram No. 226 Saving [of 26th November: Spanish 
Republicans under arrest] 


Telegram be Giral gg pl eals for intervention 
in the case of twe Spanish Republicans whose names are given 
as Det and Jose Galdo, said io be under trial at Barcelona. 


2. Please investigate this Jt rt and if circumstances 
ear to warrant it prepr representations on 
the usual lines to the Ministry 6 of 5 Affairs. 


SPAIN 


| Petition from “panish at Perryville. on behalf 
Ne? |Z 13228/89/41. of Republicm prisoners. t : 


FROMWMr. Parish. Tunis. Transmits copy of letér dated November 19th 
Signed by Juan Muna requesting His Majesty's 

N ) Governments intervention 4s above &wp that diplomatic 
“74 (3090/571/10). relations be broken off with Franco Government. 


Datedoond Nove ber, 
Recetved 1945. 
in Registry 3rd December, 
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Perryville le 19 Novembre 1945 


ee 


Monsieur le Consul d'Amleterre 
Tunis 
lionsieur le Consul, 


L'immigration républicaine espagnole de 
Ferryville réunie le I3 courant a considéré a l'unanimité 
fairevl'expression de sa solidarité avec nos compatriotes 
Alvarez Zapirain et 28 autres espagnols condamnés 4 la 
peine de mort par le régime franquiste et qui sont le. 
symbole des souffrances de l'Espagne démocratique et 
réeépublicaine amie consciencieuse de la cause de la 
liberté que déZendent les Nations Unies 


En nous adressant & vous pour vous demmander 
de bien vouloir faire arriver au Gouvernement anglais 
gue si dignement vous représentez nous exprimons le 
désir de votre intervention pour sauver fes vies desdits 
espagnols soldats aussi de la cause pour laquelle 
l'heroique peuple anglais a fait des sacrifices nous 
voulons vous faire savoir l'enthousiasme et: la. reconnais- 
gance du peuple espagnol dans le cas ou vous et les 
autres puissances démocratiques rompent les relations 
BRiplomatiques et commerciales avec le régime franquiste 
que par lui meme c'est l'inspiration et contenu 
hitlérien et gui persiste comme force rétrograde a 
vivre dans le lionde Libre et que par contre-est la cause 
de la catastrophe par ou vient de passer l'humanité 

Veuillez recevoir Monsieur le Consul les preuves de. 
notre considération la plus distinguée avec les 
salutations de l*immigration espagnole adressées au 
magnifique peuple que vous représentez. 


Pour l'Assemblée signe: Juan’ Munar ,Café de Spartes 
| ; Avenue de France , Ferryville : 


Ferryville le I9 Novembre 1945 


Monsieur le Conmul d’aAmleterre 


Tunis 
Monsieur le Consul, 


L'immigration républicaine espagnole de 
Ferryville réunie le I3 courant a considéré a 1’ unanimit¢ 
fairevl‘expression de sa solidarité avec nos compatriotes 
Alvarez Zapirain et 28 autres espagnols condamnés 4 la 
peine de mort par le régime franquiste et qui sont le 
symbole des souffraneces de l*Espagne démocratique et | 
républicaine amie consetiencieuse de la cause de la 
liberté que déSendent les Nations Unies 


En nous adressant & vous pour vous demmnder 
de bien vouloir faire arriver au Gouvernement anglais 
que si dignement vous représentez nous exprimons le 
désir de votre intervention: pour sauver les vies desdits 
espagnols soldats aussi de la cause pour laquelle 
l*heroique peuple anglais a fait des sacrifices nous 
voulons vous faire savoir l'enthousiasme et_la reconnais-— 
gance du peuple espagnol dans le cas ou vous et les 
autres puissances démocratiques rompent les relations 
Riplomatiques et commerciales avec le régime franquiste 
que par lui meme c'est l*inspiration et contenu 
hitlérien et gui persiste comme force rétrograde a : 
vivre dams le Monde Libre et que par contre est la cause 
de la catastrophe par ou vient de passer l'humanité . 

Veuillez recevoir Monsieur le Consul les preuves de 
notre considération la plus distinguée avec les 
salutations de 1*immigration espagnole adressées au 
magnifique peuple qe vous représentez. 


Pour l’assemblée signés Juan Munar , Café de Spartes 
: Avenue te Franeé, Ferryville —- 
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SPAIN 


ido Catala: 


ep: 5 
Registr ; epubiicans at Barcelona. ) 
Numbs @ 295271/89/41. | = Refers to Madrid telegram 773 (% 12889/89/41) 


_, ‘FROM Sir V.Mallet, 


No. 


550 (88/190/45). 


Dated 20th Nov.1945. 
Received | 


in Registry \1et Dec.1945. 


Transmits copy of aide memoire 12th November to 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs requesting information ( 
. regarding three matters mentioned above. 


Last Paper. 
: 2, 2B 
References. 


oT 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


(Minutes.) 


No. 550 ee ot 
o@, 


IS Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid, 
presents his compliments to H,.M.P.S.S.F.A. 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


British....... EMPassy...... 


20th November... 1948... 
Reference to previous correspondence: 


mb * Zk 
Reference Madrid tel. No. 7735 of 20th 
November, 1945. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. | Subject. 


Copy of an Aide- Sigfrido Catala under 

Memoire dated sentence of death. 

lzgth November ,1945, 

to Minister of  g@2 citizens under 

Foreign Affairs. | detention at 
Algeciras on 


political charges. 


5 Spanish RepBblicans 
about, to be tried 


— 


®- 34794 25019—2 (4) 


In Ale letier of the 26th Cetober to the British 
Ambassador Sr, Martin Artajo undertook to be se good as te 
inform sir Victor Mallet as soon as possible of the precise 
position with regard to the case of tixfride Catalé under 
sentence of deeth allegedly on a political cherge. 

On the 26th October tir Vieter Kelliet on instructions 
from the Foreign Office addressed an enquiry to or. Hardin 
Artajo in reward to twenty-two citizens of Algeciras said 
to be under detention andawaitiny tricl alse saliegedly on 
political charges et Ceodisz. 

im the Gad November ‘ir Victor Hallet headed to tne 
Under~secrotary, Jcflor Culler an Afde~Mémoire in regerd to 
an appeal received by His injeaty’a Goverment in the United 
Kingdom in behalg of five further Spanish Republicans about 
to oe tricd at Barcelona, again allegedty en political 
charges. 

Sir Victor Mallet would be most gratehy to learn 
ae soon as poasible the present position with reyard to the 


tarec separate matters above-mentioned, 
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BRITISH SNBASGY, 
MADRID 
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Resumption of trial of 22 Spaniards at Cadiz: 
| reply to Parlaimentary Suestion. 
tg 13286/89/41. Refers to Foreign Office telegram to Madrid 898 
(within) having heard that death penalty was to be 
TELEGRAM FROM asked for matter was mentioned unofficially to 
Mallet ,Madrid. Minister of Foreign Affairs who replied that death 
sentences were unlikely. Suggests reply to *arliamentay 
bo question. As representation have no official ROGQHS 


Sra Dec.1945.| Standi consider it undesirable to quote statements by 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


Recerved \Srd Dec.1945. 
tn Reetstiy 


%: Spain. « 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 
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FROM MADRID TO FOREIGN OFFICE spi 
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Sir V Mallet D. 12.47. pem-Srd December 1946 
No: 806 


Srd December 1945 Re 1.25.peme5rda December 1945 


TiS DLATE 


Your telegram No: 898, 


Having heard from Consul, Cadiz, that the 
rosecutor was expected to ask for the death lt 
certain cases, I mentioned the matter wnofficially to 
Minister for Fore ign Affairs on November 30th and he at 
once revlied that the prosecutor was asking for a penalty 
of "from 12 years up to death". He explained that this 
meant that death sentences were most wlikely. 


2. _As my representations in this matter have no 
official locus standi it seems undesirable that you should 
uote in the House of Commons these statements by Minister 
or Foreign Affairs as if they had been ym officially. 
On the other hand, 1 am sure that unofficial representations 
have been useful. See also my telegran No: 805 today 
regarding Catala. 


: 5. I suggest therefore that reply should be drafted as 
follows: "I undergtand from His Majesty s Ambassador Madrid 
that he has good reason to believe that the death pepe 

in any of these cases is most unlikely. The imbassy will, 
of course, continue to watch this matter closely." 
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IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


1.P.G. 
Draft. 


MADRI D . 


Telegram. 
No. , 
Dated 


Cypher 


Departmental No. 


Qec./ 


Le 


, 1945. 
IMPORTANT. 


Parliamentary Question down for 
December 5th ask@&@ whether I am aware 
that the trial of ce Spanish anti-Fascists 
suspended in October following repre- 
sentations by you is about to be resumed; 
and /I will make a further approach to 
the Spanish Government. 

Ze In the light of your telegram 
No. 775 I propose to reply as follows:- 
So Id InlamAi'as Up 

"IT understand that/ the Spanish 
Government ¢@e-—+ntend to open the trial 
of these men in the near future, 

His Majesty's Ambassador has reported 
that he has been assured that it is 
unlikely that there will be any question 
of the death smtence being imposed on 


any of them. He will, however, continue 


to watch the matter closely.” 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO MADRID 


No. 898. Ds 12.5 ame 2nd December, 1945. 


Tst December, 1945. 


655 6 


Parliamentary Question down for December 5th asks 
whether I am aware that the trial of 22 Spanish anti-Fascists 
suspended in October sey tes | representations by you is 
about to be resumed;. and whether I will make a further 
approach to the Spanish Government. 


2. In the light of your telegram No. 773 I propose 
to reply as follows:- 


"I understand that it is the intention of the Spanish 
Government te open the trial of these men in the nesr 
future. His Majesty's Anbassador has reported that he has 
peen assured that it is unlikely that there will be any 
; fe of the death sentence being imposed on any of 
them. He will, however, continue to watch the matter closely." 


5S. Do you agree? 


O.T.P. 


COPYRIGHT - NOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERMISSION 


Ort rigs e FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
December} 1945. 


ie 
Despaigh Shoes {fey * file 
Drajt. 
4 Your telegram No. S06 fot 7°*4 ae 


H.M. Ambassador, 
Madrid. prisoners in Spain 7. 


Following 4&8 text of reply which I gave to 


Telegram. | | 
go) question in House of Commons on December 5th. 


No. 
= (Begins) I understand thet it is the 
Date. Dec b ' 


intention of the Spanish authorities to open the 
En Clair. 
trial of these men in the nesr future. His 

Majesty's Ambassador has reported that he has 
Departmental No.)-| good reason to believe that the death penalty 


in any of these cases is most unlikely. He will 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


of course continue to watch this matter closely. 

(Ends). 

2. Following supplementariese were asked. 
Question. Can the right hon. Gentleman 

explain te the House how it comes about that 

General Frento;uwho was so worried about his 

position at the end of July, has now regained 


confidence to such an extent as to thumb his 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


nose in this way at His Majesty's Government? 


Answer. The mercurial habits of this 
dignitary are very difficult to explain. 
Guees2.0n. Is the right Hon. Gentleman 


aware that the recent arrival in this country of 


:%, 
3 


a new Ambassador from Spain is being interpretes 
in Spain and elsewhere as implying His vesuty'e : 


Government's political support for the poenen te. 
régime, and what steps cen be taken to preval 


was made quite clear in the speech I made a 


short time ago; it has not changed; we 
detest the régime. 

Question. Is it in order for the right 
hon. Gentleman to refer in that way to the 
Head of a “tate with which His Majesty's 
Government seem to be on reasonable terms? 

Answer. Youcan be friendly with a 
person and frank with a person. In this case 
it is the régime, it is not merely the man; 
the whole régime is one with which His Majesty’ 


Government have no sympathy. 
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IN THIS. MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 
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D.6.45 a.m. 7th December, 1945. 
6th December, 1945, 
ITrrir 


cin. telegram No, 806 [of Srd December: priseners 


Following is text of reply which I gave to 
question in House of Commons on December 5th, 


[Begins] I understand that it is the intention 
of the ish authorities te the trial of these 
men in the near future, His Uatesty S ogy ow ag “y 

reported that he has good reason to elieve chest 
death alty in any of these cases most unl 
He will of ~ EF ~ &. B.. to watch this matter oLeaely ‘. 
s 


2, Following supplementaries were asked, 


Question, Can the right hon, Gentleman explain 
to the House how “tt comes about that General Franco, 

who was so worried about his position at the end of” 

July, has now regained confidence to such an extent as 

to thumb his nose in this way at His Majesty's Government? 


Answer, The mercurial habits ef this dignitary 
are very difficult te explain, 


Question, Is sae right hon, Gentleman sware that 
oe — is os a. fod in TE tet “toe << 
an. ) rpre n and e 
as fying i aoe lajeaty re i TR olitical su 
for the gime, and what steps San be taken 
ore vent ~ 


Answer, It y *- ° ising what hon Members can read 
into a question, titude to Franco was made quite 
Clear in the cht I = a short time ago; it has not 
changed; we detest the régime, 


Question, Is it in order for the rignt hon, 
Gentleman to refer in that way way to the H of a State 
with which His Ma weaned s Government seem to be on reasonable 


texms? 


Answer. You can be het: with a frank 
wash a 1y Phe mai; the In this a: s the ‘cine a _ — 
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HEAD OFFICE OF THE COMPANY ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA 
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Ministry of Health, 
— London, 5. Wel. 


nee LL PETS @, 3 
MEE... 


194.0:... 


0 
Shy va Gifs 


The accempanying oer is 


transmitted for such action as you may deem 
necessary. 


The writer has been so informed, 


Form 13 Reg. (revd. ) 


WN ) KE bey, 


wick Street, 
on Spa. 


Mr. Aneurin Bevan, 
Foreign “ecretary, 
London. 
Sin, Di = % 
It 111 becomes a Foreign Secretary 


to make public remarks for, or against 


Pat 
any other country's feom of government. 


These are matters that do not. concern} 
him. It may be added that Franco 
Spain does not want a repitition of 
1936 for which the Beysheviks are 
ready fornow, if they san bring it off. 


Yours faithfully, 


“) vahsth Gaile 


L 
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SAN. 7 


poser 4 13303/89/41. 


FROMir. J.M. Addis 
NO.10. to Mr. 
No. Henderson. 


Dated 27th November, 

Received 1945. 

in Registry th December, 
1945. 


Encloses for action two letters 
received by Prime Minister as above, 


Last Paper. 
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Appeals on nas of 22 Republican prisoners at 
adiz. 


006 cards 


(Minutes.) 
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10, Botoning Street, 
GA bitehall. 


c/th November, 1945. 


Dear piles 


I am enclosing for appropriate 
action two letters and*30 ‘cards - 


which the Prime Minister has 
received from foreign parts. 


Yours sincerely, 


< WIP A oN we 


Be Sparvar da) 


J. N. Henderson, isq., 
Foreign Office. 


7G 
Mr. the President | . 7 


The war is over. Democratic nations consider them- 
sel¥S as victorious. In Spain however Franco keeps on mur- 
dering the patriots who are fighting for the freedom of the 
Spanish people. In Cadiz 22 patriots have been sentenced to 
death because of their antilascistic ideas. 


Fascism cannot be considered as beaten as lone as a 
personal, criminal dictatorship exists in Spain. 


We require the end of the reign of terror in Spain 
and claim that the civilized peoples should stand against 
Franco and his phalange’s barbarity. 
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“CARTE POSTALE 


- 


Mr. ATLEE 


Premier Ministre 


LONDRES 


Mr. the President 


The war is over. Democratic nations consider them- 
 . as victorious. In Spain however Franco keeps on mur- 
dering the patriots who are fizhting for the freedom of the 
Spanish people. In Cadiz 22 patriots have been sentenced to 
death because of their antilascistic ideas. 


Fascism cannot he considered as beaten as lone as a 
personal, criminal dictalorsiip exists in Spain. 

We require the end of the reign of terror in Spain 
and claim that the civilized peoples should stand against 
Franco and his phalange’s barbarity. 
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REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE. : "UE FRANCA 


—sy 


Mr. 


Premier Ministre 


LONDRES 


>. > | bf “K's 
Mr. bhe President 
} . 
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@ The war is over. Democratic nations consider them- 
sels asf/victorious. In Spain however Franco keeps on mur- 
dering. thg, patriots who are fighting for the freedom of the 


Spanish pgpple. In Cadiz 22 patriots have been sentenced to 
death because of their antifascistic ideas. 


\ 


Fascism cannot be considered as beaten as lone as a 
personal, criminal dictatorship cxists in Spain. 


We require the end of the reign of terror in Spain 
and claim that the civilized peoples should stand against 
Franco and his phalange’s barbarity. 
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CUS 
CARTE POSTALE fg 


Mr. ATTLEE 


Premier Ministre 


‘LONDRES 


Mr. the President coats OS 


The war is over. Democratic nations consider them- 
se as victorious. In Spain however I'ranco keeps on mur- 
dering the patriots who are fighting for the freedom of the 


Spanish people. In Cadiz 22 patriots have been sentenced to 
death because of their antifascistic ideas. 


Fascism cannot be considered as beaten as long as a 
personal, criminal dictatorship cxists in Spain. 


We require the end of the reign of terror in Spain 


and claim that the civilized peoples should stand against 
Franco and his phalange’s barbarity. 


CARTE Mage ALE 
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Mr. ATTLEE 


Premier Ministre 


LONDRES 


Mr. the President 


rd The war is over. Democratic nations consider them- 
ves as victorious. In Spain however lIranco keeps on inur- 
dering the patriots who are fighting for the freedom of the 
Spanish people. In Cadiz 22 patriots have been sentenced to 
death because of their antifascistic ideas. 


Fascism cannot be considered as beaten as lone as a 
personal, criminal dictatorship cxists in Spain. 


We require the end of the reign of terror in Spain 
and claim that the civilized peoples should stand against 
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Franco and his phalange’s barbarity. 
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Spanish people. In Cadiz 22 patriots have been sentenced to 
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personal, criminal dictatorship cxists in Spain. 


We require the end of the reign of terror in Spain 
and claim that the civilized peoples should stand again 
Franco and his phalange’s barbarity. 
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& The war is over. Democratic nations consider them- 
ves as victorious. In Spain however Franco keeps on imur- 
dering the patriots who.are fighting for the freedom of the 
Spanish people. In Cadiz 22 patriots have been sentenced to 
death because of their antilascistic ideas. 


Kascism’ cannot be considered as beaten as lone as a 
personal, criminal dictatorship exists in Spain. 


We require the end of the reign of terror in Spain 
and claim that the civilized peoples should stand against 
Hranco and his phalange’s barbarity. 


(j f (vb Of fpf | Iraoantse cena 
te (ae 


CARTE POSTALE 


Mr. ATLEE 


Premier Ministre 


ONDRES 


a g 
ates Pr Le gem, I 


s 
fe om % 
The war is,over. Democratic nations consider Nien: 
Ives as victorious. In Spain however Franco keeps oi mur- 
dering the patriots who are fighting for the freedom’ of the 
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death because of their antifascistic ideas. 
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Fascism cannot be considered as beaten as long as a 
personal, criminal dictatorship exists in Spain. 


We require the end of the reign of terror in Spain 


and claim that the civilized peoples should stand against 
Franco and his phalange’s barbarity. 
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dering the patriots who are fighting for the freedom of the 
Spanish people. In Cadiz 22 patriots have been sentenced to 
death because of their antifascistic ideas. 


Fascism cannot be considered as beaten as lone as a 
personal, criminal dictatorship cxists in Spain. 


We require the end of the reign of terror in Spain 
and claim that the civilized peoples should stand against 
Franco and his phalange’s barbarity. 
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The war-is over. Democratic nalions consider them- 
@.,.. as victorious. In Spain however Franco keeps on imur- 
dering the patriots who are fighting for the freedom of the 
Spanish people. In Cadiz 22 patmots have been sentenced to 
death because of their antilascisuic ideas. 


Fascism cannot be considered as beaten as lone as a 
personal, criminal dictatorship cxists in Spain. 


We require the end of the reign of terror in Spain 
and claim that the civilized peoples should stand aeainst 
Franco and his phalange’s barbarity. 
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Mr. the President ‘ 


The war is over. Democratic nations consider them- 

@,.-: as victorious. In Spain however Franco keeps on mur- 

dering the patriots who are fighting for the freedom of the 

Spanish people. In Cadiz 22 patriots have been sentenced to 
death because of their antilascislic ideas. 


Fascism cannot be considered as beaten as lone as a 


personal, criminal dictatorship exists in Spain. 


We require the end of the reign of terror in Spain 
and claim that the civilized peoples should stand against 
Franco and his phalange’s barbarity. 
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Mr. the President 


hy. The war is over. Democratic nations consider them- 

Ives as victorious. In Spain however Franco keeps on inur- 
dering the patriots who are fighting for the freedom of the 
Spanish people. In Cadiz 22 patriots have been sentenced to 
death because of their antilascistic ideas. 


Fascism cannot be considered as beaten as lone as a 
personal, criminal dictatorship exists in Spain. 


We require the end of the reign of terror in Spain 
and claim that the civilized peoples should stand against 
Franco and his phalange’s barbarity. 
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The war is over. Democratic nations consider them- 
@..1..: as victorious. In Spain however Franco keeps on mur- 

dering the patriots who are fizhting for the freedom of the 
Spanish people. In Cadiz 22 patriots have been sentenced to- 
death because of their antilascistic ideas. 

Fascism cannot he considered as beaten as long as a 
personal, criminal dictatorship exists in Spain. 

We require the end of the reign of terror in Spain 
and claim that the civilized peoples should stand against 
Franco and his phalange’s barbarity. es 


ble 
o 


/ J vrilie te -/ 729 /l-4e 


REPUBLIQUE FRANCAl> 
——— SW, 


CARTE POSTALS 


~* 
7/ 
/, 


Mr. ATTLEE 


Premier Ministre 


LONDRES 


bee 


rip 


1945 SPAIN <_ DEC = ) 


a, 


4 : 
i 
: 


ath sentence on ala remitted by Council of Ministers, 
Regisiry 


Now #15308/89/41 Refers to Madrid despatch 559 (Z °: an 


‘TELEGRAM FROM 
gir \ deknet Madrid. Death sentence was remitted 2nd December. 
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"2 AMENDED DISTRIBUTION 
(4.12,45.) 
[CODE R] 
E 
——_ D. 3.00. p.m. 3rd December 
3rd December 1945. Re 4.50. pom. 3rd a. | 


1945. 


888288388 


DMEDIATE 
My despatch No. 559 of 26th November paragraph 7. 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs have informed me on 
2nd December that death sentence passed on Catala had 
been “remitted" by the Council of Ministers, 


[CODE R] | 7 
FROM MADRID TO FOREIGN OFIICE.{ 


Sir V. Mallet D. 5.00 De Me 5 ' 
No. 80 5. el 


Srd December, 1945. Re 44.500.Pem. Srd December, 1945. 
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My despatch No. 550 ef 26th November Paragraph 7. 


Ministry ef Foreign Affairs have informed me on 
2nd December 2 death sentence passed on Catala had 
“: 


been "remitted" Ke..Council ef Ministers. 
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PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 


Following document(s) retained in the 


Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 


Z 133823 3q | ur 
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Suspension of trial of 22 Republicans at Cadiz: request 
thst further representations Db a ° 


—_— 
> 


Registry ; 
Nesssber z,|13409/89/41 Mr. Mike@a» asked Secretary of State whether he is 
wansion ware trial suspended in October is about to be resumed, 


and whether he will m&ke further approsch to Spanish 
P Mr, Mika@D&: Government. 


No Mr.Bevin Replied that His Majesty's Ambassador has 


reported he had good reason to believe that death penalt; 
Dated Oth Dec. 1945, is most unlikely. Matter will be watched supplementary 
questions were asked. by Mr.MikaGdo, TAT Noe LGAKER And 


MR HAYTON. 


Recetoed O+h Dec, 1945. 
in Regis 
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129. Mr. Mikardo,—To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign: 


. Oe 
WES ; > PN 


Parliamentary Question 


that’ the ‘trial of ‘twenty-two Spanish anti-fascists, which was whether he is aware 


following representations by His Majesty's Ambassado 
resumed ; and whether he will make a further appfoach to 


suspended in October 


on ‘the subdjeet. { Wednesday th Dee ? 7 wor he Swans 


ANSWERED 5 DEG 1945 
REPLY ATTACHED. 


In his teldgram No..i/4.af. 20th November 
Sir V. Mallet wdeeriea F Godiiitiation with 


the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs in 
which the latter had said that there were in 
fact 39 and not 22 men arrested in Cadiz and 
Algeciras. Many of the cases were not partic- 
ularly serious, but some had received money 
from guerillas in the hills for political 
agitation. Senor Artajo understood that the 
maximum penalty being asked for by the 
Prosecutor for the more serious cases would 

be imprisonment and he did not think that there 


was any question of the death sentence being 
asked for. 


Sir V. Mallet raised the matter again vith 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs on the 30th 
November when the latter admitted that the 


Prosecutor was asking for a penalty of “from 
12 years up to death", but explained that this 
meant that a death sentence was most unlikely. 


In the light of this most recent conversa- 
tion and in view of the unofficial basis on 
which our representations can only be made, 


H.M. Ambassador suggests that the reply to 
Mr. Mikardo's question should follow the lines 


Ak hi Moan 


th December, 1 ‘ 


Yh. Aub erte ters pucpsrd «fhe 
(<. Z 3286) will ued yuidlé de ae tf) 


of the attached draft. 
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Parliamentary Question 


SPAIN 
(ANTI-FASCISM) 


35. Mr. Mikardo asked the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether he is 
aware that the trial of 22 Spanish anti- 
Fascists, which was suspended in October 
following representations by His Majesty's 
Ambassador in Madrid, is about to be 
resumed; and whether he will make a 
further approach to the Spanish Govern- 
ment on the subject. 


Mr. Bevin: I understand that it is the 
intention of the Spanish authorities to 
open the trial of these men in the near 
future. His Majesty’s Ambassador has 
reported that he has good reason to 
believe that the death penalty in any of 
these cases is most unlikely. He will, of 
course, continue to watch this matter 
closely. 


Mr. Mikardo: Can the right hon. Gentle- 
man explain to the House how it comes 
about that General Franco, who was so 
worried about his position at the end of 
July, has now regained confidence to such 
an extent as to thumb his nose in this 
way at His Majesty’s Government? 


Mr. Bevin: The mercurial habits of this 
dignitary are very difficult to explain. 


Captain Noel-Baker: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that the recent arrival 
in this country of a new Ambassador from 
Spain is being interpreted in Spain and 
elsewhere as implying His Majesty’s 
Government's political support for the 
present régime, and what steps can he 
taken to prevent that? 


Mr. Bevin: It is surprising what hon. 
Members can read into a question. Our 
attitude to Franco was made quite clear 
in the speech I made a short time ago; 
it has not changed; we detest the régime. 


Mr. Maxton: Is it in Order for the right 
hon. Gentleman to refer in that way to 
the head of a State with which His 


Majesty's Government seem to be on 
reasonable tenms? 


iv vv & BA SB 4 eel rT we 


Mr. Bevin: You can be friendly with a 
person and frank with a person. In this 
case it is the régime, it is not merely the 


man; the whole régime is one with which 
His Majesty’s Government have no sym- 


pathy. 
> DEC 1945 
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80. Mr. Mikardo.—'l'a ask the Secretary of State fom Foreign Affairs, whether he is aware 
ig that the trial of twenty-two Spanish anti-Faseiste,, which wae. suspended in October 
following representations by His Majesty’s Ambassador in Madrid, is, about to be 


resumed: and whether he will make a further ee to the Spanish Government 
on the subject. 


Draft Reply 


I understand that it is the 
* 129. Mr. Mikardo . 


intention of the Spanish Authorities to open 
Wednesday Sth December. 
the trial of these men in the near future. 
His Majesty's Ambassador has reported that 
he has good reason to believe that the death 
penalty in any of these cases is most 


unlikely. ‘We will, of course, continue to 
watch this matter closely. 


Registry Encloses for act’ 1 t pest card 
Number Z 13458/89/,4, recieved by Prime Minister as above. 


FROM MtAddis, - & 
Noe t r,.Henders 


No. 
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LAME hag pi 
10, Botoning Street, . 
of Lull , 


4th December, 1945. 


SKi | | Ly 
Dear jiéhderson, 


I enclose for appropriate 
action 1,645 post cards which 
the Prime Minister has received 


about conditions in Spain. 


Yours sincerely, 


‘ . " in, a 


| 


JN. Henderson, Esa., 
Foreign Office. 


Mr. the President 


The war is over. Democratic nations consider them- 
selves as victorious. In Spain however Franco keeps on mur- 
dering the patriots who are fizhtng for the freedom of the 
Spanish people. In Cadiz 22 patriots have been sentenced to 
death because of their antilascislic ideas. 

Fascism cannot be considered as beaten as long as a 
personal, criminal dictatorship exists in Spain. 

We require the end of the reign of terror in Spain 
and claim that the civilized peoples should stand against 
Franco and his phalange’s barbarity. 


1945 SPAIN 


Request that right asylum be granted in 
Registry a 13554/89/41 British Isles to Santiago Alvarez and 
Number Sebastian Zapmain. 

FROM Home Office. 


| Encloses note from International Brigade 
865004/148 attaching copy of resolution adopted at née tine 
No. held on 12th November as above . 


Dated Oth Dec » 1945 


Received 
in Registry 13th Dec.1945 
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(Action 
' completed. | 


Telegrams: ALIDEP, LONDON. 7 
Telephone i, OBNtral 5272 


All eeceirens should be . Home Office, | IZ 
THR SEORETARY OF LA (Aliens Department), 
| | 10, Old Bailey, 


London, E.C.4 
Please quote the yeference :— 


s 
7 


I am directed by Mr. Secretary Ede 
to return herein a letter from the 
International Brigade Association with 
which was enclosed a note of the resolution 
which had been adopted at a London meeting 
of the Association held on 12th November, 
1945. As there is no trace of either of 
these aliens in this country, it is assumed 
that they are imprisoned in Spain. The 
resolution calling upon H.M. Government to 
intervene and grant asylum to them in this 
country to prevent political persecution 
in their own, is therefore in the first place 
for the consideration of Mr. Secretary Bevin. 


I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


The Under Secretary of a | i 
Foreign Office, 

Whitehall, 

SeWele 


a 
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_. Commander British Battalion 


MALCOLM DUNBAR (Vice-President REEDS PEACE NOUS DPULVTTILI GE / / 


1.B.A.) Chief of Staff, 15th Brigade 


JACK BRENT (Secretary 18.)  Msternational Brigade Association Holborn 2583 


| fonpiowi ences Lenden Braneh. 
3 4 1G 11 gd 


Gated 113,@leusester Read 
\ Jer Lenden, S.W.7. 


q 


r 13.11.1945. 
Te the Minister fer Fereign Affairs, 


The Right Heneurable Ernest Bevin, 
Whitehall, 
SeWe 

Sir, 

The attached reselutien was adepted unamineusly at a 

publie meeting held in tke Cenway Hall, Red Lien Square, Lenéden W.C,. 
en Menday, Nevember 12th.1945. I have been inetructed by my 
Cemmittee te ferward the reselutien te yeu with a request that H.M. 


Gevermment will give it their mest earnest censideratien. 


I am, Sir, 


Yeur mest ebedient servant, 


track pe 


Hen.Secretary, Lenden 
Braneh, Internatienal 


Brigade Asseciatien. 


2 


.. (President 1.B.A.) 


Commander British Battalion 


MALCOLM DUNBAR (Vice-President 
B.A.) Chief of Staff, 15th Brigade 


JACK BRENT (Secretary |.B.A.) 


Lenden Branéek. 


RESOLVED - 


That this neeting calls upen H.M.Gevernmment te 


grant the right ef asylum in the British Isles 
te SANTIAGO ALVAREZ and SEBASTIAN ZAPIRAIN 

. peth ef whem are at present imprizened and in 
danger ef exesutien by the Spanish Gevermment 


en aeceeunt ef their anti-faseist activities. 
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Ricardo Escrich Gonzalv 
Refers Foaneign SFrice telegram 215 Saving. 


ist 
NenioZ 3592/89/41 (“tllles / 89/41) @onzalvo is awaiting trial on same 


indictment as prisoners at Barcelona mentioned in 
FROM Chancery Madrid Madrid telegram 773. No reply ho representations has 
to Western Department 


yet been received, but Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
No will be reminded at earliest opportunity. 
'88/214/45 
Defed, Dec. 


Received wan Dec. 
in Registry 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, I22R 
MADRID. 


88/214/45 7th December, 1945, 


oy oe. ( me ~ 


Dear Department, 


With reference to your saving telegram 
No.215 of November d2lst, we have reccived information to 
the effect that Ricardo Escrich Gonzalvo is awaiting 
trial on the same indictment as the five prisoners 
at Barcelona nentioned .jn paraxvraph 4 of our telegram 
No.775 of November 2ZOth @n whose behalf the Ambassador 
/ nanded a memorandum to the Under secretary for Foreign 
,» Aitairs,. Effectively, if not explicit&y ; we have 
, |i intervened with the Ministry already dn his behalf. 
cA“ ' ' Phese men are all accused of entering Spain clandes- 
tinely and of plotting against the security of the 
State, No reply to our representations has yet been 
received and it is probable that we won't ,et one to 
judge by the irritation disolayed by Sr. Sufler when the 
Counsellor last adverted to the cguestion, However 
we will look for an early opportunity of reminding the 
Ministry of Foreiuzn Affairs of their promise to 
enquire into the matter, At the same time we will 
add the name of Escrich, 


Yours ever, 


Chancery. 


2 13592 | 
1@ We GM 


Western Department, 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 
S.W.l. 


L 


Transmits letter dated 7th November José Mancisidor 
and Dr. En@ique @rre quis President and Secretary of 
Federation of Organizations gor and to Buropean 
Refugees, draw attention to fact that Gonzalwo has 
been arrested in the Pyrenees, and sentenced to 

death. Requests intervention. 


Ricardo Bgitg@q Gonzalboy 7 


Received 14th Dec, 1945. 
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FBbrecii de Organismos de Ayuda a los Refugiados Europeos 


Paseo de la Reforma 9 Desp. D F. O. A. R. E. Teléfonos: 10-12-61 y L-68-44 
MEXICO, D. F. 7 @@ Noviembre de 1946 


Sr, cecretario de Relaciones 
Sxteriores de la Gran Bret ara 
Londres (Inglaterra) 


Honorable Senor: 


Como V.E. no ignora, el régimen de Fran- 
co y su Falange continfe con sus métodos de terror,que- 
riendo de esta manera,supervivir. 


Toy recibimos noticias de que otro an- 
tifascista espafiol, Ricardo Escrig Gonzalvo, ha sido 
detenido en los Pirineos y condenado a muerte : su delito 
es 61 de luchar por la misma causa que defendieron y 
defienden las Naciones Unidas. 


Rogeamos de V.#,. interponga sus buenos 
oficios cerca de su Gobierno y del dé Frahco,con el fin 
de que esta sentencia no sea llevada a cabo, 


Bn la seguridad de qw har& todo lo posi- 
ble por evitar este nuevo crimen del fascismo en Espana, 
le saludan muy atentamente, 


P.O, AR. Be 
El Segretario General 


P Beg) 


Dr.Enrig Arreguin,dr. 


7 
. Sean 


. = a — 2 - re 
Federacién de Organismos de Ayudd =. 


a los Republicanos Espafioles penareeiennentha 
FO. ARE. » SEGURO SQ 


~ Reforma 9, Desp. D 


MEXICO, D. Y, : 
io Je i& & 


or,s¢ecretario de estado de RR, a 


Ge la Gran Bretana 


Franco y la Falange no caben en el mundo Democratico. 


j; ARR J A.D4L,0S | 
| ae 


Sebastian 3 Santiago 
Zapirain. ‘Alekaos 


ESTOS DOS GRANDES PATRIOTAS ESPANOLES HAN SIDO CONDENADOS A MUERTE 
POR LA FALANGE. EXIGID SU RESCATE Y LA LIBERTAD DE LOS MILLARES DE 
OBREROS, CAMPESINOS, INTELECTUALES, MILITARES, ETC., PRESOS EN ESPANA. 


1945 


7 


SPAIN 


TELEGRAM FROM 


Sir V.Msliet,Madrid. 
No. 146 Say. 


Dated ath Dec.1945 
Received , 


in Registry ¥gth Dée.1945 
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Pe z 136 94/89/41 Trial of political prisoners, | 


A SC I I — A. A, lh, A, alll, <i 


Refers to Madrid telegram 806 of/3rd December 
(Z132g6 /89/41). 67 prisoners wewe tried at Cadiz 
lith and 12th December gf39 prisoners previously 
held at Cadiz, 5 death sentences were demanded 
by the prosecution but all were commuted to 30 | 
years imprisonment. At trial of 28 prisoners 
recently transferred from Algeciras there were no 


death sentences hut terms of imprisonment from 30 
years down were imposed. | 
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bbs. 


4 (This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be retained 
@ by the authorised recipient and not passed on). 
a 


} 
7 : a : » . a . , 
, > » = v ; 


Sir V. Mallet 
NO, 146 SAVING 


lath December, 1945 Redeo35 Pete 17th December, 1925. 


Repeated to Seville No. 6 Saving 
Cadiz No. 2 


ie ee ok oe 
My telegram No. 806 of 3rd December. | 


A total of sixty seven prisoners were tried at Cadiz on 
llth and 12th December. The President of the Court Martial 
[sic] gives the following information. Of the thirty-nine 
prisoners who had for some time previously been held imprisoned 
at Cadiz, five death sentences were demanded by the prosecution 
but all were commuted to thirty years imprisonment; the others 
were sentenced to various terms of imprisonnaent. At the trial 
of the 28 prisoners more recently transferred from Algeciras 
there were no death sentences but terms of imprisonment from 
thirty years down were iposed. 
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Registry | 213726/89/41 
Number 


No. 


Dated end December ,194 
Received | 

in Registry 

18th December ,1945. 
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Request for intervention on behalf of : 
arre 2d Spaniards 
Commiinicates copy of telegram to Mr.Attlee 
from Le Syndicat Des Aurriers Agrioles de Pollesre 
Pyreneers Orientales C.G.T.protesting against arrests 
ed. by Franco Government and requesting intervention. 
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TELEGRAM Aa, 


Prefix. Time handed in. Office of Origin and Service Instructions! Words. 


US45 HRS CHATELAILLON 1s 


NLT= PREwWIER ATLEE LONUDRES ANGLETERRE = 

PRENONS INTERVENTION AUPRES FRANCO POUR ARRESTATION. 

ASSASSINAT ANTIFASCITE ESPAGNOL MOUVEMENTILI BERTAIRE CHATELAILLO 
> Vy. 
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For free repetition of doubtful words telephone “ TELEGRAMS ENQUIRY ”’ or call, with this form or 
at office of delivery. Other enquiries should be accompanied by this form and, if possible, the envelope. .. C 


Précis. 13M sf \f < | 35 


—s al 


In a letter to Mr. Attlee, 6a November 23, the 
resident and Secretary of the Genefal Union of Spanish 


workers in the Argentine of No.2110 Rivadavia, Buenos 

Aires, draw the Prime Minister's attention to the fact that 
Sebastian Zapirain and Santiago Alvarez are to be tried 

by a Franco military court in a few days. In Franco's 
régime it is a capital offence to be a democrat and to fight 
for liberty, but these two deaths will only be a drop in 

the ocean among all the crimes of present-day Spain. 


Spanish Republicans consider it wrong that in the 
year of victory the satellite of the Axis ‘should continue 
with crimes against Republicans. The Spanish people, 
first in the fight against fascism feel that they have a 


right to help from the democratic Powers against Franco 
tribunals. 


They ask that His Majesty's Government will do 
what they can to save Zapirain and Alvarez. 


Lue pate wawe 60 


7 - 


mxmo, Safior, 


Slement Attlee 
.Londres, OR v/ ly 


mxmo, Senor: 


7 7 
. 4, -- 
me \ 


: 


Dos luchadcres reavublimnos espafioles, Sebastian Zapirain y Sant tegen 


Alvarez, ser4n juzgados por in tribunal militar franquista dentro de pocos | 
oe 


dias, ™ un régimen en el que ser demécrata y luchar por la libertad es un. 4 


"“delito" penado con la muerte, 91 resultado de tal parodia de justicia no | 


“~ 


rn, " 


dificil prever, Para el francuismo, dos nuevas vidas sacrificadas a la rahi 


a 


ie 


ciable rerocidad felangista, no serAn, al fin y al cabo, mas que dos nuevas, 


gotas en el océano de crimeness que cubre nuestro pais, la Espana a ie 4 


derrota de las *uerzas del mal, sigan los s2t4lites del Eje comehiendo 


noo V segoando vidas DO Ju Borne ~- te he Geno oracin, 
El nueblo espafiol, e] primero en levantarse en armas contra los agreee 
siente en el fondo de su coriz6n que tiene derecho a reclamar 1s ayuda de th 


yt 
Cemocracias victoriosas, part evitar que los tribunales frangquistas sigan © \ i, 


inmoleando nuevas victimas, i ‘ 


Rsta es 1a razén de qu la representacitn de la tnién General de 


dores de Esparia en la Argentna, que se honré contando en sus filas j 


Zapirain y Santiago Alvarez,acuda a V,%, 6n sfiplica de que en oll 
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at iv on asa ’ 
ELT MR ATTLEE 1-0 MINSITRE BRITANN | QUE LON 


/ rane i 
TOUS ANTIFACISTES DE ROYAN FRANCAIS ESPAGNOLS 
PROTESTONS CONTRE CRIMES ET ARRESTATION POLITIQUE DE 


FRANCO HOMMES HUMANITAIRES EXIGENT LIBERTE POUR DEMOCRATE 
DESPAGNE ANTIFASCISTES ROYAN = =3 


< ONT: 
This form and, if possible, the envelope should accompany any written “enquiry 


Republicans at 
by His Majesty's 
Cnt on behalf 


Government , Governr 
of Alvarez 


also on behalf of the 22 
tenced to death 


have been sen 


7 Seeae ae ti Tere Ag 
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PA , Se 


Hennes (Francia), a 17 de noviembre de 1945... 


~ - 


1 tr. Attlee Primer Ministro del Gobierno Britanico ; Sy 


i 
a 


: 
r 


Un grupo de repubi 
canos espafioles de Hennes (Francia), le ruegah que interceda els 
Gobierno Inglés acerca del General Frahco para que Alvarez y ¥: 


rain sean puestos rapidamente a disposicion de uno de los bags 

tes paises amigos de la Hepfiblica Espafiola que se han prestadgy 

cosa. También le pedimos que se efectuen las gestion 
a 


ns a 


necesérias para salvar los 22 antifascistas de Cadiz, de Fran 


co Bscricn nzalvo y Francisco Berret, Juan Fortuny, Juan Are 


José Travé y Eduardo seguile que han sido condenados & muerte ™ 
Barcelona. 
. 
Esperando que seremos 


ee > _ . . ~ 
seamos . largaé vida pare } 3 } le 


WITH THE COMPLIMENTS OF 


THE LORD PRESIDENT'S 


PRIVATE SECRETARY 
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ERICAL & ADMINISTRATIVE WORKERS’ UNION 


Incorporating the National Union of Clerks & Administrative Workers 
and the Association of Women Clerks & Secretaries 


Pout Yai 
.% y, [GQ 
; Registered Office: 70 ST. GEORGR'S SQUARE, LONDON, 8.W.1  _- 


FOW/IM. 


Trade Union No, 916 30 CLOUSTON STREET, General Secretary : 
Approved Society No. 184 FRED. C. WOODS 


Tel. No. Maryhill 1612 GLASGOW, N.W. 


Grams: “* Uniclerkos, Glasgow” 


————— ——» 


Asst. General Secretary: 
B. ANNE GODWIN 


our Ref. A/'T/20/45— Your Pet 7th December, 1945. 


The Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, 

The Foreign Office, 

Whitehall, London, S.W.l. 


Dear Sir, 


—_ 


Spain. 9 DELSA® 
ANS a i 
On the 8th November at the request of 
my Executive Council I forwarded a resolution 
to you concerning the imposition of the death 
penalty upon the eminent republicans, 
Santiago Alvarez and Sebastian Zapirain, by 
the Fascist government of Spain. 


in my communication I enquired whether 
the British Government proposed to continue 
the representations as suggested in the 
latter part of our resolution, and in the 
absence of any reply from you I venture to 
enquire how this matter now stands. 


Yours faithfully, 


ye: : 
General Secretary. 


Please write a separate /etter for each subject dealt with 
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Le 26 novembre 1915. 


emma nee Perret ere 
Saeey sy 
witi-s f F 4, 


ie 4 : 


Lar Guy 


Je vous envoie le texte d'un message que nous 


avons regu en frangais et rédigé dans Jes termes suivants ; 


"Bagntéres de Bigorre, le 22 novembre 1945, 
"De Secrétaire Général Gines Navarro, Villa des Cédres. 
"AM. le Ministre des Affaires Etrangtres. 
"Communistes espagnols Bagnéres vous prient interve- 
nir libération 22 condamnés.Cadiz." 
Il se-peut que ce télégramme soit destiné 
& Mre Bevin; je pense que s'il &tait destiné 4M. Bidault, 
il aurait &té envoyé directement & Paris. 
Je ne peux donc que vous le transmettre & 


toutes fins utiles. 


foneveetecet-~ AVS; 


I.P. Garran, ESde ; 
Foreign Office. 
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The General Secr 
Clerical and 
Administrative 
Workers’ Union 
30, Clouston 

Street, 
Glasgow, N.W 
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Sir, 
P ine 


wit Wa to your letter A/7/20/45 of 


7th Dec., I am directed etc. to inform you that, 


Santiago Alvgréz and Sebastian Zapirain/enteret a 


paftrd 


Spain fer-tae— ) either without passports 


or with forged passports, fhey still ee 
tant 7 


a - = + - D 


Ant 
them, they were not threatened with the death 


he has full structions to intercede on their 
Se tiik 
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142 135809/89/41 FOREIGN atiod 


te $.W.i. 


5th January, 1946. 


> 2 
Sir, ” Arex 


With reference to your letter 
A/7/20/45 of 7th December, I am 
directed by Mr. Secretary Bevin 
to inform you that, so far as can 
be ascertained, the two ten 
Santiago Alwarez and Sebastian 
Zapirain who are elleged to have 
entered Spain either without papers 
or with forged passports, are still 
awaiting triel. 


2. There is reason to believe 
that they are not threatened with 
the death penalty. Their case is 
being closely watched by the British 
Ambassador in Madrid, 


I am, 
. 


Your obedient Servant, 


FR. Heyes Mla 


The General Secretary | 
Clerical and Administrative 
Workers’ Union, 
50, Clouston Street, 
Glasgow, N.W. | . 


>. 


Pe ON CD CM pa ) 3 
fi : 


nee 2 ae ee 


i. 


wwr 


CO a 


/) 


7 
Thee 3 
en, i 

~~ -— 
4 


. “see” ©. tate ' . ¥ ‘. 7 : OO ey a” ye ae ‘ Oy Pe i? a 
= SEER ele? ge LP Oe RRS hs ga 
Nae me 


_ — ~ we ” prom —_ 2 — ate _ 7 
: : : _ FE, 7 ee ; 
‘ : . an a J wi 2 at eal ee 
’ ‘ . a . ee = 4 
nansi ” : YS _. 7 


P a :" a ‘ ; , 
‘ - ° , ie. . ta : - ca 
. , . ey ~ ) 


4 


. Tee pte See bey 


<7 "I 


ve By 7 
he ¥ . , 
7 - ¢ 

ae 


: S Pony YP. ae oe “ on. “¥ gt & : . ; _ Pi en , Sahl 
~ Wy, ete OY Joy a ps ty a ah be yard 79 : . :  : ett. pee a = a oy m y wee Bane N 


as ™ 


® 19045 


SPAIN 


Registry Basque activities. 
Number § % 119/119/41 


Intercept telegram from Luis Ortuzar to 
FROM 


ensorshi | Eliodoro de la Torre, Hotel des Basques, Bayonne, 
Toray regarding instructions from Senor Aguirre which the 
9623 former claims he has never received. 


Dated Slst December, 
Received ) 1944. 


in Registry 4th Jane1945. 
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COPYRIGHT - NOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERMISSION 


REF HELD 9623 


¥ 


, FROM CTO TO CIC H/0 1350 1/4/45 yo 
Cee ae: ee Re. eee ee 449! 
ELIODORO DE LA TORRE HOTEL DES BASQUES BAYONNE = Sa 
HAVE RECEIVED ONE MORE WIRE FROM YOU ASKING ME ‘TO ‘iiaigii , ip, wee 


PRESIDENT AGUIRRES INSTRUCTIONS STO? CAN YOU TELL ME WHICH’ 
ARE THOSE INSTRUCTIONS STOr IF SO WOULD YOU ORDER ME TO PULFILL 

STOr PLEASE ASK DRESIDENT AGUIRRE TO TELL YOU WHICH 
ARE THOSE DisTRUCTIONS WICH I HAVE REFUSED TO OBEY STOP DNSIST 
ONCE MORE HAVE NOT RECEIVED FROM PRESIDENT AGUIRRE ANY INSTRUCTIONS 
SINCE THIRTEENTH JUNE LAST sTOP PREVIOUSLY iE HAS NEV!R ANSWERED 
VANY JUEBRIES Ti 4Y LETT:RS STOP PREVIOUS INSTRUCTIONS TO THAT 
DATE CHILDISH ABSURD STOP THE WHOLE THING IS ABSURD COMPAIGN 
TRYING TO COVER IRUJOS BEHAVIOUR ALSO HIS PRIVATE DELEGATION 
HERE IN ORDER TO AVOID JUSTICE HERE STOP PLEASE OBTAIN FULL 
INFORMATION THROUGH OTHER WUARTERS IF YOU DO NOT BELIEVE WHAT 
I SAY STOP THIS TIME WILL NOT TOLERATE ANYBODY TO PLAY WITH ME 
STOP KIND REGARDS HAPPY NEW YEAR = 

LUIS ORTUZAR ++ 


GENDER: IMIS ORTUZAR 10 BIOCLESOCOMBE PARK KOAD ILFRACOMBE DEVON ++ 


CENSOR NO, 36 


CTC MEANING OF TEXT NOT CLEAR, F,0. NO TRACE OF TELEGRAMS AT CTO ++ 


DG, 


L 


SPAIN 


’ 


Regisiry hy Basque ac ties —,propesed Cortes meeting ir 

Numb 396/119 oti | 

hp / ~ foi Intercept telegram from Memuel Iruje te Derotes 

FROM Censorship Ziaurritz, Bayonne, saying tha e Negrin has issued 
commun’ Cate c a public statement regarding the preposed meeting of 

the Cortes in Mexico on January i0th, but that is 


1 06a btn 6 meeting is confined to uties 
attache the Spanish Liberation Counl tice, 


Received 
in Registry de Jan. 1945. 
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Z3%6 Jirt | i ( — Fol we 


FRG AND W TO OTC H/O 6 u* — senor 
HERBYITH CW 328% $6 1035 22.21.45 : 

pena HELD PLZASE INSTRUCT 
QU RY TEXT REA 


GK 212 GOLDERSGREBN LDN 25 


NLT OANIELLO SSTAT@=CATALA ( CATALAN STATS) AVENIDA URUGUAY 49 
: MEXICO CITY 


(Translation) 


RECEI ZED WIRE ALSO SURPRISED AT BARULLO SOLIDARITY STP 

WES ARE MAINTAINING LOYALTY TO ‘COUNCIL WE HAVS \WIRED 

CORNUDELLA P*RPIGNAN PLEASE COMMUNICATE DIRECT YOURSELV:S = 
JOAN JORDA+4e444 


(S7PANISH) 


Bs 


195 JAN 30 AM 114 00 
JOSE ANTONTO AGUIRRE ++ 


2: “Negra uel fer 7.0. Ougy for M.I.5e) 
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Basque comments on British policy towards Spe 


| Registry Zz $143/119/41 [intercep evter om J.1. de ZQasoO, ondon , to 
Number Jose de Aguirre, Basque Delegation, commenting on a 


: FROM Postal and Tele- recent article in "The Fortnightly Review" by 

‘gra or Professor Atkinson, who advocates a Federal Spain. 

| Commnicated). Senor Lizaso states that this view is not shared by 
| TON/SE/SE14/7 46 the Foreign Office who tend towards a restoration of 


No. 
the Monarchy. He hopes Professor Atkinson's 

Dated sOlution will prevail. He further comments on 

Receiaed Sth March,1945. Basque activities and the varying policies of 
Spanish Commnists in other countries. He refers to 


in Regist 
in Registry the activities of Miquel Maura. 
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PP riridvlr46 Sr : 
P.C. 67 POSTAL & TELEGRAPH CENSORSHIP 
UNITED KINGDOM 


TyPE OF MAIL Registered Mail Submission No. : LON /SE/561% /45. 


«, Air Date : 
Taken off S.S. 


Reg. No. 9436 < London 3§.\/, 44 (port) on (date) 
ils aes Sear 
FROM : 


Jele Ge LIZASO, * EXCH.SR.D JOSE A. do AGUIRRE 
7%, Hobart Place, Prepidert of the Basque 
Baton Square, Governmant, 
LONDON, S.Wel-e cago a ee 


Date of letter 12.2,45. 
(or postmark) 


SS 


ORIGINAL LETTER: SUBMITTED TO: 


Retained 


Seen by : Naval Adviser Air Adviser 


Operating Unit Section Examiner 
_S..Lemion Political Refu-r 


ee «39 2s p ne tet ant | oe me —~ ay 


SUBJ 2CT = A BasgQue comments on Britian Policy tow 


In commenting of a recent articie 
Review" by Professor Atkinson, writer 
advocates a Federal Spain, but thet bh: 
‘shared by the Foreign Office who ter 
restoration. \riter hopes that 
prevail, 
Writer comments on Bascue activities and or tS 
coritradictory policy or the Ucmmunists in various countries. 


“We are still vithout nows from you sincé last Se PUCePers Now have fT 
written to you since December. I really hope you will decide 
It is high time for us to be able to talk over our affairs eo ahaa oe cable 
to Pi would suggest that you intend to do so. Agirretxe has svent some weeks 
in Laburdi. He wes merried there to one of Camina’s daughters. The news he 
brings does not agreo towell with yours or Leizaola's. We always thought 
your presence in France would be most necessary at a time like this. I 
suppose th:t this time wo shall not be disappointed end that at last there 
will be no obstacles in the way of your jourmey to Europes, Trifon Gomez has 
come to London again. Negrin has besn in France for the last two woeks and is’ 
returning here within a few days. Lopez Given is here now. Gil bles is : 
already here or is expected to arrive at any moment. In view of these 
precedents, they can hardly dgject to your joumey. 


ww ¢ 5 > Seer 


Reports from Paris ~ \ie know from Leizaola that you heve suceseded in 


eae 


‘tre 
~2~ LON/SB/5614/45. 


making the necessary arrangements for corresponding directly with hin, 
We are very pleased indeed. 


Sr. Maura's oectivities - No doubt you know more about these than 
we do. Vhat we mew we informed you of at considerable length. Since 
December there hés been almost complete silence with reference to this 
matter, except for a few allusions to it in the weekly paper ‘The 
Coserver’, which every Sunday devotes some space to comments on the 
political future of Spain. The articles are put together by a well- 
know writer. We a the name of the author and ve are also aware of 
the at least semi~officieal share in them of a personage vho is to a 
certain sxtent sonnsetnd with the pclicy of the Foreign Office. It is 
not possible to judge how far what is said in these articles is officially 
inspired, but of covrse this is all that is being published in the British 
rishi on the subject of Spain, during the last few weeks, with the 
of Vernon Bartlett's articles. All these articles in the 
haye already been sent to you under separate cover. I have 
you under separate cover a magnificent article which appeared in 
intine aumber of ‘The Portnightly’, a monthly*magazine, on a 
British policy towards Spain. It is by Professor William C. 
} . 1 anys se you to read it over slowly several times. It is 
tien in a really kindly spirit, after much. painstaking study, to judge 
he numerovs auotations contained in it. ft is the best thing that 
veared in print since I have bsen in this country. The wmhole matter 
jied with scholarly detachment. It is simply magnificent. Ve read 
greatest satisfaction. God grant the Professor Atkinson's 
erticle may even at the eleventh hour, make the men responsible for — 
pollecy think. Hr. Atkinson's article could not heave been published at a 
more suitable time. It has appeared precisely when, in the opinion of che 
writer in ‘The Cbserver’ the centre of gravity of the policy towards Spain 
has shifted to Londo. If this is so, all those vheo are anxious to make 
no mistakes have something which it behoves them to study. Thsy will not 
bs able to deny that before decisions were made , an exposition had bsen 
published establishing premises which it must bo admitted are based qm dus 
consideration of oast errors and the hope of a ‘potter future for relations 
bstween Britein end the Peninsuler. Nor can it be said that the author of 
the article coos not fumish documentary proofs of wnat he states, You know 
vno he ABe He was, until a few months ago, at the head of the Spanish 
section of the Advisory Department of the Foreign Office. It is a fact that 
his views wore not at that time shared by the said official organisation. 
For that reason he had to resign. Vill they listen to him? God grant they 
doe But wo must not be too hopeful. The wind is not hlowing in the 
direction that Atkinson would wish. Other curronts and interests seom dis- 
posed to furnish Spain with other srtificial solutions in the face of the 
fact of plurinationality which Professor Atkinson so wisely points out. 
Obstinately and with purely empirical judgment, a Monarchy is insisted upon 
vynich is based on armed forces and on vested interests of every kind. ‘What 
5 mistake;..., Well, at all events, as I say, it can never be said that the 
mistake was due to ignorance of the problem, when the very Head of the 
Foreign Office ‘Research Department’ has stated it so clearly and with such 
authority. 


Evolution of European polioy ~ The progress of military operations 
compells a changs of political orientation. The Russian military reality 
end the action of the Commmist parties in svery country, are forcing 
Great Britain and the United States to seek solutions which will guarantee 
ean understanding as well as the political and social peace of the Continent 
and prevent an %.L.A.S. inevery occupied country. The result of this policy 


fis 


” 


is leading to a seeking for democratic solutions everywhere, in which in some 
way, the resistance forces in each country, and with them the Coummists, shall 
have a certain amount of responsibility. This is happening in every State, from 
Greece and Yugoslavia to Belgium and Holland. The only country which appears to 
be relatively stable, France, must have already made this ‘compromise’, 
forestalling events, or facing facts... My om opinion with regard to the 

Burepean panorama is that the aim of the Commmist parties who are everymere 
adopting strange, paradoxical or contradictory policies, is to serve the Russien 
plan to prevent the setting up in Rurope of governments which might be the 

future foundation of International capitalist forces, whose purpose would be 
bound to be now as it was after the last war, to blockade and strangs the Russian 
Socialist regime. Russia needs all the economic and financial power'of the 
United States and Britain, in the shape of credits, for the reconstructio of her 
ruined cities, the creating of new industries, equipment, etc. If she meets with 
udersteanding and guaranteed solidarity from her allies, she will not try to 
export Sovietism beyond her frontiers. I believe I have already said that in my 
opinion, the Communist parties throughout the world and the Comintern are merely 
the Russian interpretation of a modern intelligence service in the service of the 
Russien State. Russia, on the other Rand, has ceased to be a Commmist State 

md has become an immense country of State Socialian. 
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Spain cannot be an exception in this general panorama, Franco has been 
supported up to the very last minute, But Franco is incompatible with Buropean 
 yoality strengthened by the armies of the United Nations and particularly those 
of Russia. It is necessary that a solution be submitted to Stalin which, without 
being a Comaunist one, shall give the required guarantees that thse same policy 
that is advocated for the whole Continent shall also apply to Spain. Prieto and 
those who collaborate with him, by adopting an wcompromisingly enti-Comumist 
attitude, have committed suicide politically. Ths way is open for Negrin because 
he is not anti-Communist. Neither is he the Anglo-Saxon solution, because he is 
the confidential man of Russia and of the. Commists, for the present at least 
(I sey this because the Commmists would be the first to cast him aside when he 
no longsr suits their purpose, on the score of his utterly amoral personal 
conduct ). The ‘compromise’ must therefore be reached = as far ag I can see - 
between the forces represented by Negrin and those other democratic forces which 
are not 5 systemati ically anti-Commmist and are socially progressive and are 
prepared to gives to Spain a structure which will guarantee that, this progress will 
really bocome a fact. Our significance within the Iberian Peninsula, to judges 
from the example of Jugpslavia is in perfect harmony with this. Our success 
would lie in our helping, within the policy of the Peninsular, to guarantes 
earnestness, tolerance, peace and social progress to Russia on the one hand and 
to the Vestern Powers on the other. We are in a splendid position to do this, 
strengthened as we are by our not having attended the Cortes in Mexico and by our 
refusal to form part of the Junta de Liberacion. Today wo Basques are 
Republiceng. We are agsociated with neither Negrin and the Communists, nor with 
Frieto and the anti-Commumists. We are Democrats, socially acvanced, and advocates 
of our self-determination. If we adhere to this attitude firmly md strongly 
united and closely linked with Catalans and Galicians and prepared to reach an 
understanding with tolerant and progressive Spanish Democracy, I believe we shall 
win, if not immediately ~ in view of the insistence on artificial, temporary and 
denzgerous solutions — at least in ths long run, That there is something in all 
this cen be seen from the fact that. you who were until a few months ago, a 
bourgeois who had nothing in common with Communists and were no representative of 
Buzkadi, are now said by these samo Communists to be the President of our people. 
While this is going @m in Mexico, the same is being hinted here. Your idea of 
seizing the first opportunity to give some responsible part in the Basque 
Government to every shade of opinion, and definitely to the Communists, is I think, 
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both wise and necessary. 


Confederation of tberien Nations - In the scries of Ibero-American 
lectures organised by Suzko-Rtxea, tho Portuguese refugee, Sr. Cortezao 
advocated the formation of a Community of Iberian Nations, His suggestion 
was enthusiastically received. At the suggestion of Sr. Aragquieteain, a 
Committee was formed composed of a Spaniard, Sr. Araquistoin, a Portugvese, 
Cortezao, a Catelan, Pi Sumyer, and a Basque, Menuel. They have met 
severel times, The usual difficulties have aricon. I have sent you wmder 
separate cover the Yoluminous correspondence which has passed on the subject. 
None of it i¢ publi si-eble up to the present excent Sr. Gortezao's lecture 
which “asko-ftyea's Committee of Basque Culture have had —pgr pean oms and 
distriouted here and abroad. I think it would be adviseble for the Basaua 
study groups to kauw of this and debate the matter, Of course — ing very 
important may come of it, but there is no harm in ging ahead. The bases 
yut forward by Cortezao in his lecture, which led to the f adn of the 
Study Comittee are interesting. Let us hove that a progressive British 
policy will not throw could water on a’plen which wuld definitely be to 
Sritain's interost, as she could count not only on Portugel’s friendship 
but on that of all the States in the Peninsular Confsderation. 


Death of G. Steer — He died in Burma as tho pooul Ss of a! 
accident. In your name and in that of the Government of Euzke 
our condolences to his widow. ‘Ye have lost a good fricnd, 


Financial position - You know it and I wil! therefors not enlarge 
upon it. We are living on the balance that remains and that you know abou 
We shall keep the Delegation opem as long as wecean. Tt scems Fliodero and 
Alborro intend to come to this comtry. You wil judge as to wmiethsr their 
coming will solve the p:roblem. Laboa has written mo again asking fe or his 
money. I told him I would tell you. It is hard to persuade him that there 
is any reason for non-settlement, as he mows Quite well that the Continental 
Transit affairs were settied months azo. " 
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: “Qespatcn No 14. patie British Consulate-General, \o 


Barcelona. 


Confidential. 19th February, 1945. 
J 3146 , 


Sir, | 

f 3 ie. 

“In my despatch No 25 of 25th february, 1944, I had the 
honour to report on the activities of various Separatist groups 
in Cataluna, in particular on the "Front Nacional de Catalufia", 
and on the attention which was being shown to these political 
groups by the Spanish police authorities. 


Ze In the last few days a well-produced manifesto has 
been circulating widely in Barcelona, copy of which is trans- 
___ _.. . mitted herewith, from which it will be seen that it claims to 
be a declaration of policy by the National Council of Cataluna, 
the Headquarters of which are in London, published by the 
delegation of the Front Nacional de Catalufa in France and re- 
edited and published by the propaganda section of this Front 
Nacional in Barcelona. It is perhaps superfluous to make a 
detailed translation of this manifesto which follows well- 
known lines and which attempts, rather cleverly, to suggest 
that the policy of the United Nations is in some way linked 
up with Catalan Separatist aspirations. It 1s on the whole 
a sober and well-argued exposé of Catalan Separatist views 
and 1t would perhaps be unfair to describe it as a revolution- 
ary document, though it is naturally contrary to the policy of 
the present Spanish regime and equally contrary to conceptions 
of Spanish unity. 


Se It may perhaps be worth while drawing attention to 
this document since it is signed by Messrs Carlos Pi Sunyer, 
Josef Trueta, Josef M. Batista y Roca, Ramon Parera and Fermi 
Verges, all of whom are resident in the United Kingdom. I am 
of course unaware to what extent these political refugees in 
the United Kingdom are authorised to engage in political 
activities which the present Spanish Goverment might feel 
justified in stigmatising as prejudicial to the normal relations 
which should exist between Spain and Great Britain. 


I am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty’s 
Chargé d’Affaires in Madrid. 


I h-ve the honour to be, with the highest respect, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


Fock. Poapihos 


The Right Honourable 

Anthony Eden, MeC., MeP., 
Etce, etc, etc. 

Foreign Office, 

Se Wel. 
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Reeditat ‘a sat per “2 — de Propaganda del FRONT NACIONAL DE CATALUNYA. 


‘~~ i n % ‘ 
Aquesta crida ‘va adrecada a tots els cafalans que sentin la dig- 
nitat d’ésser-ne i que no hagin perdut la fe'en’ -el’seu poblé ni hagin 
renunciat a la tradicié. democratica de Catalunija. La fem amb el 
pensament posat sobretot: en aquells germans nostres que perseguits, 
pero no sotmesos, sofreixen i esperen én la Patria ocupadt l'hora ‘de 


la desiliuranga. La fem perqué al lindar d’unes ‘hores decisives per’ 
a tot el mon i més particularment'per a Catalunya, el catdlans que. 


en'sentim 1d suprema extgéncia; volem que la nostra volantat' coin-' 
cident, perd' massa dispersa, $ ‘estructuri en una aceid organica i mi- 
litant. La fem en el moment de quedar ampliat el ‘ConselP Nacional 
de Catalunya amb. les representacions en lgrres® d’América, de les 
comunitats “eatalanes i partits politics. Molts sonels que en la seva 
patridética impaciéncia, troben'que aquesta declaracié s‘ha fet esperar 
massa. Es pergué hauriem: volgut que el moment democratic que 
haura de recollir, empényer i endegar el: del nostre Poble s'ha- 
gués fet sota el,signe d’ana unital encara n és amplia; i ‘hem. sacri: 
ficat esforcos:é temps per qprecurar assolit aquest noble objectiu. No 


~ Disthosacta: da 
Consell “Macional de ‘Catalunya 
Londres} ‘1944 


- Publicat pel 
.Front Nacional: de Catalunya 
: Delegacio de. ‘Franga 
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per tal que es redreci en un nou algament per J donee ‘civil dels 
catalans i [a Nibertat Nuctonat de Catatahya. 
Fem aquésta dectaracié en Vetapa final. de la guerra a 
striecid i despdtisme® que’ s’ipicia SA Sly 
feixisme espanyol per, les Pottricies de l'Bix contra la’ Repitblica Ro 
contra ‘les noslrés. Llibertats' esta proxim a cloure’s, amb | + tried 
de les Nactons Unides. Diferir per més temps "ex -¢ 
pensament podria ésser font de confusionismes, deixar tien 
mi orc a or $ d'haver be: s 
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alguns que no comprenguin, o no vulguin veure, que una i altre son 
la mateixa lluita; pero malgrat els intents d‘oblidar-ho o desfigurar-ho, 
ho son, ila Victoria final no podrad mai deixar d‘ésser’ la nostra 
Victoria. En aquesta hora que l‘extensié espanyola de l‘Eix esta pro- 
xima a quedar convertida en un illot feixista, dintre d‘una Europa 
alliberada, volem fer sentir la veu-dels catalans, la dels que encara 
es troben amb la boca emmordassada, peré que un dia proper tor- 
nara a parlar més fort, com també la d‘aquells que ja no parlaran 
mai més i que, amb llur, silenci ens obliquen més encara a complir 
el nostre deure envers la Patria per la qual caigueren. 


En fer aquesta crida volem dir francamegl el que som { repre- 
sentem, el nostre pensament i propdsits. No es hora.d‘habilitats. o 
reserves; ho és d‘afirmacions senzilles i clares; ahonestetat, | de reso- 
lucio, de fermesa. Som un estol de catalans que creiem representar 
avui la majoria dels que senten l‘imperatiu del manament patriotic 
i, esperant ésser demd la majoria del nostre poble, ens trabem units 
i empesos a lluitar per la voluntat-catdlana de redrec. Aquest movi- 
ment que és, a fensems, comunié de fidelitat espiritual i FRONT de 
combat, s‘articula entorn del Consell Nacional de Catalunya respo- 
nent a insistents demandes dels que no volen que cs perdi o es desdi- 
buixi el sentit de tenag persisténcia en l‘afirmacié catalana-que, fins 
en les hores més incertes, ha representat, i la significacié de l‘aplec 
de voluntats exigents que, al seu estimul, fa temps que sorgia. No es 
tracta del desig de mantenir un determinat organisme, que aix6é ben 
poc importaria davant de la magnitud i trascendéncia de Ves giies- 
tions en joc; es tracta de recollir i endegar un alcament de la cons- 
ciéncia catalana que si es relliga avui més concretiument, no comen- 


. ¢a avui; i que pel mateix fet d‘haver sorgit per instint espontani en 


els moments pitjors dintre i fora de Catalunya vé a representar una 
segona Renaixenga. No som ni serem un grup de catalans que es- 
mercin les energies en combatre altres catalans; venim només a ser- 
vir la Llibertat de Catalunya. Representem la voli:tat leial i comba- 
tent d’aquells que ens donen la seva adhesid. Aquest moviment. el 
mateix dels patriotes que combaten dins de Catalunya, recolzat 
fora d’Ella en les Comunitats catalanes constituides en terres lliures, 
en representacions de partits politics que; sense renuneiar aHlurs res: 
pectives ideologies, creuen que en aquesta hora deuen subordinarse 
a V'afirmacio catalana i en personalitats individuals i nuclis isolats 
que espontaniament s’hi adheriren. Es la nostra una empresa comit 
oberta a tots els catalans que puguin sentir-se’n dignament, que aspi- 
ra a eixamplar i enfortir la unitat catalana i-de la qual cap catala 
lleial podria ésser-ne exclos. No hi seran només aquells que no vul- 
guin ésser-hi. No afalaguem a ningit per a tenir amics; no prometem 
res per a guanyar seguidors. Qui vulgui venir amb nosaltres que ho 
faci lliurement; sabem per endavant que l’accié a emprendre ha de 
fonamentar-se en un esperit_de desinterés, austeritat_i sacrifici. El 
nostre propésif. és el d/alliberar Cataltinya: la nostra primera ambi- 
cid, convéncer els catalans que no malgastin en lluites estérils la reso- 
lucio i energia que tots hem de concentrar en l'esfor¢ constructiu de 
reconquerir, redrecar i refer la Patria. 


Ens articulem en un FRONT NACIONAL. per a demostrar que 
Uafirmacio catalana respon a unt realitat i constitueix una forca. La 
nostra accio no obstaculitza nt en pertorba cap altre dels que per di- 
ferents camins volguessin també treballar per Catalunya; al contrari, 
les recolza i enforteix totes. L’exemple del que ha succeit. en els da- 
rrers anys aixt ho demostra. Era en les-horas més dificils del 1940 
quan tot semblava trontollar i els horitzons no podien ésser més fos- 
cos que, en constituir-se a Londres, el Consell Nacional de Catalunya 
fixd, com a fonament de la seva posicié.. patridtica i politica el prin- 
cipi d’‘autodeterminacié, el dret del poble Catala a donar-se per ell 
mateix el régim que la seva voluntat democratica determini. Alesho- 
res s‘ens va criticar,i combatre desde diversos sectors; avui, el prin- 
cipi, encara.que en forma condicionada, pot dir-se_que-es acceptat 

per tots.ells i ve a constituir la base més amplia de coincidéncia que 
uneix ideplogicament els catalans. Es la prova de la virtualitat de 


les idees fonamentals ‘que sér francament exposades.amb respecte . 


per.les idees dels altres perd ambla ferma resotucié que han de man- 
tenin-se.les prépies. Igualment avui lafirmacié de la voluntat catata- 
na revestida'd’un volum d’adhesions.que posin en evidencia Ja seva 
indubtable realitat, potencialitza la forga del nostre poble, no a pro- 


fit de cap grup ni organisme, sind tinicament al servei de & 
I és necesari i oportit que aquesta afirmacié es ‘aci i que, 
forca existeixi, ara que l'alliberament de Franca 
l'alliberament — que saludem amb profunda emocié — d’ 
de catalans que shi troben virtualment presoners i, entre ells, les per- 
sonalitats representatives de les nostres institucions politiques. Sem- 
pre fou propdsit dels que han vingut constituint el Consell Nacional de 
Catalunya facilitar les solucions de conjunt que fonguessin i harmo- 
nitzessin el concepte de la continuitat historica amb el corrent actuant 
de la catalanitat que vibra en un gran impuls de redreg; i el fet de 
no haver pogut encara arribar-hi no canvia el fons del nostre pensa- 
ment. Esperem que les representacions institucionals aviat podran i 
voldra efseu alt patrocini a l'accié patridtica de la majoria dels ca- 


* talans; mentre aquest moment arriva és precis que el FRONT NA- 


CIONAL fixi la seva posicié per tal que quedin degudament aclarits 
els fets i les perspectives politiques. La voluntat catalana que té un 
pensament ampli, oberti comprensiu no podria pero acceptar que 
per interpretacions forgades de un legalisme, que els mateixos fets, 
tornant artificiosos, ja han superat, 0 per la conclusio de compromi- 
sos 0 pactes prematurs establerts contra el voler de la majoria dels 
catalans, hom hipotequés el futur de Catalunya, el seu dret natural 
a regir-se com el seu poble vulgui. Fixant aquesta posicio — que es 
també Ja dels patriotes que amb referéncia a aquest punt, expli- 
citament ens la expressen des de dintre mateix de Catalunya — 
creiem prestar el millor servei a la causa, que acabara imposant-se, 
de la unitat.catalana. 


Aquesta unitat tenim el deure de fer-la perqué l’hora es greu i 
decisiva. Ho és per tot el mon en el qual no tot quedara automatica- 
ment i satisfactériament resolt quan vingui la Pau; i fins, un cop vin- 
guda, sera necessdria una activa i constant vigilancia per a poder 
viure en un régim de comprensié, respecte i tolerancia d’acord amb 
els principis de democracia liberal. Ho és pel que era t representava 


. la Republica a Espanya; quelcom que no ens sera tornat com a acte 


de retribucié merescuda, que sera precis tornar a guanyar amb el 
propi esfor¢. I ho. és per a Catalunya. Es una de les fites cabdals de 
la 16stret, historia. Cal dir-ho francament als catalans; si en aquest 
tombant irreversible deixéssim de sentir-nos catalans, si tot i sentir- 
nos-en l'emocid no ens donava la imperativa exigéncia d’ésser-ne 


- » dignament; si la nostra catalanitat s‘acontentava essent un intim re- 


fugi enyoradis i resignat i no una forca viva i coratjosa; si els cata- 
lans no sentiem ara la voluntat d’ésser, potser després quan ens des- 
pertéssim del son o tornéssim de les baralles ja no hi forem a temps. 
Es l’hora d’ésser o de no ésser. Que els catalans arrivin a compren- 
dre i sentir aquesta realitat d’avui i Catalunya sera salvada. 


_ En una hora de tanta trascendéncia com la que vivim, la prime- 
ra tasca i el deure fonamental es adregar-nos al nostre Poble per 
qué tingui un pensament definit, una emocié compartida, una volun- 
tat compacta i resolta. Tota paraula féra vana i tot gest fora inutil, 
si no cercavem i aconseguiem l'undnim redre¢ del Poble de Catalu- _ 
nya. Avui la gran majoria de la nostra gent que viu en l'‘atmosfera 
asfixiant del despotisme sense aire de llibertad ni ventada de critica, 
malgrat les forgoses decepcions, les experiéncies fallides i els infor- - 
tunis soferts, sent despertar en la seva Gnima — potser inconscient 
com un instint. perd també segur com un instint — la conviccio re- 
novada que per damunt d’obstacles, dolors i defallences, l'unie ho- 
ritzé obert a l'esperanca certa no es cap dels que es troben ni puguin 
venir de fora sino el que esta dins de nosaltres mateixos consubstan- 
cial amb la nostra condicié catalana. La intima, la insubordinable 
fidelital a la propia anima, junt amb el convenciment que és el sol 
cami.que pot retornar-nos.a la dignitat civil i al benestar .estable fa 
que la conciéncia catalana vagi extenent-se cada cop a cercles més 
amplis, arribi a capes de major profunditat, prengui concrecions 
més fermes i segures. En Uentranya del nostre Poble comenga a-gas- 
tar-se un d’aquells seus algaments profonds i integrals que s’imposen 
i vencen, contra tot i contra tots..I mentre aquest. corrent es va ajun- 
fant com una gran riuada, la mateixa por del recobrament que ve, 
fa que a la nostra terra els catalans siguin. victimes de la repressié 
feixista portada amb Uarbitraria ceguera .que:tenen: sempre: les. re- 
pressions que intenten extirpar el sentiment de patrig: Sdn els empre- 
sonats sense causa, les condemnes sense motiu, la ‘persecucié contra 
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resenta una guspira de consciéncia catalana, sols perqué— 


germans desperten a l'alegria de poder comencar a res- 
1 calalans, perqué en els seus ulls brilla irrefrenable una 
nea. Vagi a tots ells, els que combaten per Catalunya i 
els que per ella sofreixen, Uhomenatje del nostre fervent record i la 
resolucio de seguir-ne l'exemple i fer-nos dignes de llur sacrifici. Perd 
el tribut no és prou. Cal afegir-hi a més, sense atiar cap esperit de 
penjanca, i repetint que es sols la Llei la que pot i deu aplicar la Jus- 
ticia, que som mollts els catalans que ens prometem, que contra els 
que persegueixin injustament altres catalans, Justicia sera feta. En 
dir aquestes paraules lenim plena consciéncia de la situacié en que 
avui ens trobem, pero tenim també consciéncia plena del que sera 
ineluctablement el demd, i, de cara a aquest periode que coménca, en 
el qual el nostre poble lluita i vol Uuitar per la Uibertat que li és ne- 
gada — i desitja fer-ho amb les armes del Dret i els procediments 
democratics — afirmem que el Poble Catala i aquells que el dia de 
Valliberament el representin faran responsables els seus victimaris 
dels actes de violéncia i crueltat comesos contra catalans per la sola 
culpa de sentir-se catalans. 


Catalans som, democrates també. Per ambdues raons posem, 
com a fonament de Uobra de reconquesta a emprendre, la voluntat 
cada cop més vibrant del nostre Poble. D’'aquest poble que som tots 
els de dintre i els de fora Catalunya. Els que senten la catalanitat 
com una enyoranca i aquells pels qui és neguit i ferida cremadora, 
els vells aciencats per les llicons d’ahir i els joves ambiciosos de la 
Patria de dema. En aquesta gran germandat de gent catalana no po- 
driem oblidar it excloure’n els germans de Valéncia i de les Balears. 
La mateiva lengua t la matetxa historia ens ha unit en el passat, el 
mateix esperil democratic ens anima avui, el mateix afany de lliber- 
tat sentim per al futur. Si estiguérem junts — per bé que lliures i res- 
pectuosos els uns dels altres — en els segles de major esplendor, si 
junts caiguérem en hores amargues, que les d'ara ens recorden, els 
comiuns sofriments t esperances ens han acostat més encara. En 
aquesta hora en la qual, per damunt dels cinyells convencionals, sor- 
geixen els sentiments del fons del cor, hem de dir resoltament que 
rebuljem les injustes i receloses prevencions estatuldaries, que eren com 
cadenes que no ens deixaven extendre els bragos per a abracar els 
germans que teniem tan a la vora. Proclamem el dret a la llibertat 
per a cadascun de nosaltres, com també el dret de unir-nos federati- 
vament si aixi ho volem. I si mentre arriba el moment a planejar 
junt amb ells el nostre comu esdevenidor, circunscrivin l’abast d’a- 
questa declaracio als fills del Principat i als ciutadans que n’han fet 
la Patria d’adopcio, volem adrecar la nostra salutacié més sentida i 
vibrant als Pobles Valencia i Balear i a tots aquells que en lerres ger- 
manes lluiten pels mateixos ideals de Patria i llibertat pels que Ilui- 


tem nosaltres, i expresar la nostra fe en la futura grandesa de la Ca- 
talunya llevantina renaizxent. 


La profunda significacio de l'hora obliga també a retornar a les 
idees essencials. Per aixo posem coma base del nostre pensament i 
voluntat l’afirmacio irreductible de Catalunya. Si nosaltres no la 
féssim; qui la faria? En els problemes que avui es debaten al mon, 
son molts els que ens acompanyaran; anirem junts amb ells pels ca- 
mins espirituals que obrira la Victoria. Perd lafirmacié de la perso- 
nalitat de Catalunya som nosaltres sols els que devem fer-la. I per 
ésser sols tenim el deure de fer-la en tota la seva profunditat: I per 
rao de les mateixes condicions que avui ens trobem, hem de fer-la en 
tota la seva plenitut i projeccio, Es ara, no lligats per traves ni com- 
promisos, que l‘afirmacio te d‘ésser rotunda i franca; sense reduir-la 
o prejutjar-la amb qiestions de textos procedents o responsabilitats. 
Avui la nostra major responsabilitat es reprendre el clam pregon de 
Catalunya. Per damunt de tot altre el nostre deure es el d‘afirmar, 
enfortir i fer trionfar la voluntat de Catalunya que té la seva for- 
mula politica en el principi d‘autodeterminaciéd del nostre Poble. 
Principi clar, senzill i franc; que respon també a les caracteristiques 
del moment, que ha estat l‘ideal i bandera de la fidelitat dels cata- 
lans en les hores de prova i que figura ert forma explicita o implicita 
en totes les declaracions dels capdavanters de les Nacions Unides com 
un dels correus fonamentals del mén de dema. Per aixd avui el Con- 
sell Nacional de Catalunya, en llengar aquesta crida als catalans, 
continua proclamant com a centre del seu pensament el principi 
d‘autodeterminacio, no com un reducte tactic ni una habilitat nego- 
ciable sind com l‘expresié politica d‘alta voluntat nacional de Cata- 
lanya. 


‘ aI 
La nostra afirmacié de Catalunya per ésser positiva i construc- 
tiva no implica cap negacio. No la posem com una trinxera d‘incom- 
prensions receloses o exclusivismes hostils. La proclomem franca- 
ment amb el bon desig de poder fonamentar en realitats perdurables 
solucions que puguin perdurar. Mai el nostre poble ha estal ego- 
ista i sap que en (‘Europa futura mes que mai no serd possible l‘ai- 
llament. En afirmar que Catalunya no aspira a isolar-se ens com- 
plaem a adrecar en nom del Poble catalé una cordial salutacié a 
fots els pobles hispanics. Saludem especialment a Euzkadi amb el 
que Catalunya esta lligada per una constant i lleial amistat. Ens mi- 
rem la comunitat d‘ideals i la convergéncia de proposits i de lluites 
comuns i les mateixes persecucions sofertes han reformat l‘alianca 
que volem encara més estreta i molt més forta. Recordem amb tot 
afecte a Galicia, els rapids avencos de la qual en el cami del recobra- 
ment nacional son auguri d‘un fulur de llibertat. Saludem cordial- 
ment també els demdcrates de les regions de ‘Espanya castellana 
amb els que combatérem junts en la lluita que sostingué la Repi- 
blica contra el feixisme espanyol i internacional. Repetim que el Po- 
ble catala esta disposat col.laborar amb la democracia espanyola per 
a la defensa i recobrament dels drets universals de llibertat ciutada- 
na i dignitat civil avui desconeguts i trepitjats per l‘opressio naciona- 
lista, a combatre junts amb els seus aliats naturals per a un régim 
de llibertat { democrdcia republicana. Perd per a qué l'alianca sigui 
forta i doni fruit cal fonamentar-la en la. franca comprensié i mu- 
tu respecte a la lliure voluntat dels que l‘estableixin. Per aixod no 
sols per a poder concertar eficacment l‘accio inmediata, sind també 
amb lesperancat desig de resoldre per amistos acord els problemes 
constituents peninsulars que massa sovint han enverinat les mitues 
relacions, volem afegir sobre aquesta questio amb franquesa catala- 
na, unes paraules clares perqué la sinceritat no sol és la major lleial- 
tat, sino també la millor diplomacia. 


Els catalans tenim un concepte serios i profund d‘Espanya, el 
qual vé del més fons de la consciéncia i la mentalitat catalanes. D‘a- 
cord amb aquesta concepcié al llarg de les generacions i amb distin- 
tes formules hem procurat harmonitzar la realitat indestructible de 
la personalitat nacional de Catatunya amb una organitzacio politica 
peninsular que fes possible, no sols la forcosa convivéncia, sino lac- 
tiva compenetracio. El Poble catala vegé en la Republica el régim 
en el qual aquest proposit podia lleialment anar-se complint. Pero 
els fets succeits des d‘aleshores han deixat un gran solc en l‘anima 
catalana. La darrera guerra civil i la persecucio falangista marquen 
una ‘de les fites cabdals — com ho foren les de 1640 i 1714 — en la 
historia de Catalunya. Els bombardeigs de la poblacio civil de Bar- 
celona, la invasié de la nostra terra, l‘abolicio per forca aliena de 
l‘autonomia plebiscitada pel nostre poble i aprovada per les Corts de 
la Republica com a llei fonamental de ‘Estat, la supressio de les nos- 
tres lleis, la prohibicio de la nostra llengua, la persecuoio de la nos- 
tra cultura, l‘intent de dispersio de la nostra industria. l‘afusellament. 
del President de Catalunya, son atacs que cap régim pot emprendre 
contra un poble de la consciéncia i vitalitat del nostre, sense produir 
inevitables consequéncies. Cap demdcrata espanyol no pot esperar 
dels catalans que s‘enganyin ells mateixos i que, cloent els ulls a 
aquestes realitats, no procurin evitar per el futar noves tragédies. Ca- 
talunya no recordard mai aquests fets amb esperit de rancor o de 
revenja; perd el més elemental sentit de previsio i responsabilitat 
obliga els homes do govern de Catalunya a tenir-los presents com 
una adverténcia i lligo per a l‘esdevenidor. Creiem que ha arribat 
‘hora d‘una profuada transformacio ae l'estructura d‘Espanya; i els 
catalans ajudarem amb entusiasme els estadistes d‘amplia visid que 
vulguin i sdpiguen crear la nova Hispania. En ella la unitat organi- 
ca de les diverses nacionalitais ha de trobar la seva expressié en una 
comunitat fonamentada en la independéncia de cadascuna d‘elles i 
la interdependéncia de totes; cadascuna ha de poder regir lliurament 
la seva vida propia i totes juntes resoldre en comu i com iguals aque- 
lles matéries que siguin d‘interés coma. Es una soluci6 que els cata- 
lans sentim profundament; pero que també esta d‘acord amb els prin- 
cipis d‘organitzacio politica de lhora actual. Havent estat la 
Confederacié una forma medieval de relacio entre paisos afins 
ideada per catalans i essent catald un dels més sélids teoritzants 
de la federacié com a sistema politic contemporani, podem 
afegir que la corrent que ha estat acceptada pels grans_ pobles 
com la Comunitat de Nacions Britdaniques, els Estats Units 
d‘América i la U.RS.S. correspon al pensament catala i a 
la forma de solucié catalana del més cru dels problemes peninsulars. 
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Voldriem que la. democracia espanyola, conscient del sentit i de la 
trascendéncia del moment, no veiés. amb recel la nostra franca i lleial 
actitud, que. comprengués el que té d’oberta i positiva, de fecunda i 
de prometedora. L’arcaic unitarisme de procedéncia aliena i que 
tantes pertorbacions ha portad ales nacionalitats de l’Estat. Espa- 
nyol, constitueix també una aménaga per a la mateixa Castella. El 
Poble castella es. veurd codemnat a viure constantment sota.una dic- 
tadura si hom vol mantenir l'unitarisme, puix sols amb la forga po- 
dran ésser dominades les. nacionalitats perifériques. La causa, de la 
Democracia a Espanya, va inseparablement lligada a la de les lli- 
llibertats nacionals. El concepte realment liberal i democratic, que no 
podra deixar d’imposar-se quan les relacions entre els homes i els 
pobles es fonamentin de veritat amb principis de rao i no amb abu- 
sos de poder, és l’inic que pot resoldre els problemes hispanics i pro- 
moure un ideal comit de reconstruccio. La nostra actitud és cordial, 
responsable i constructiva. La nostra md esta estesa envers els demo- 
crates enpanyols i esperem la seva per a emprendre junts el cami de 
retorn a les nostres llars recobrades. : 


El sincer desig de resoldre en una forma harmonica i conjunta 
els problemes hispdnics, no la considerem limitativa de les altres 
activitats que provenen dela nostra situacié geografica que han jugat 
en la nostra historia i que condicionen la nostra posicio i influéncia 
en el mon. Catqlunya és una terra peninsular situada a Voccident 
europeu ia les ribes mediterranies. Cadascun dels tres costats del 


. triangle que la dibuixa s6n miradors oberts a aquests tres horitzons. 


Si Catalunya es troba geograficament i espiritual en el vertex de 
langle format pel meridia occidental i pel paral.lel mediterrani — 
aquest angle que comprén tota Europa — no podriem negligir Ven- 
treteixit de reciproques influéncies que deriven d’aquestes realitats 
geografiques, étniques i espirituals ni renunciar a les perspectives 
europees de la Catalunya occidental i mediterrania. 


Catalunya endins propugnem uaa politica d’amplitud nacional; 
pero. en fer-ho no volem que es deixati en una tinta neutra t aigua- 
lida negligint els problemes de caracter universal i huma. Partim de 
l’afirmacioé catalana sense desconéixer que pel caracter politic del 
procés de recobrament a vegades aquesta afirmacio ha de comple- 
tar-se amb un pensament politic. Des d’ara afirmem que el movi- 
ment que representa el Consell Nacional de Catalunya, el té;, que els 
que s‘hi sentin identificats coincideixin en uns principis basics. Tots 
fan afirmaeio inequivoca de fe liberal i democratica i volen que cris- 
taLlitzi en un régim de forma republicana, de mutu respecte, com- 
prensio i tolerancia per a totes les idees i creences. Proclamem el 
dret dels homes a viure, lliures.de Vespectre degradant de la por, una 
vida de pau, treball i benestar. Creiem que-la nova democracia que 
sorgira de la Victoria havent-se demostrat prou forta per a véncer 
els seus enemics, es sentira tambe prou forta per a confessari corret- 
gir els ‘seus defectes i ésser instrument politic ambiciosament creador 
que forgi i estabilitzi les creacions del dema, Volem que: la recons- 
truccio catalana estigui oberta a les transformacions t avencos eco- 
nomics i socials ia una més justa distribucio dels béns imperatius 
de justicia de la nostra época, la qual necessilat accepten avui totes les 
ideologies i régims. Respectem la propietat i la iniciativa individual 
pero subordinant-les, dintre d’una ordenacio. econdmica, a l‘interés 
collectiu. Volem-pel treball organitzal, una major intervencio en les 
funcions estatals; i esperem dell, en compartir les tasques directores, 
un séentit de cooperacio ide responsabilitat. Proclamen el dret .de 
tots a la seguretal social a la salut i.a la cultura, que ajuntin al be- 
nestar material el progrés espiritaal. No oblidem ni negligim cap dels 
problemes humans que com a homes afecten també als catalans i-sén 
sentits per ells. Al contrari pensem en tots i els incloim implicitament, 
tots, quan partim com cosa primordial de l‘afirmacio catalana. 
Perqué afermar el caracler catala en. el nostre poble es igual com en- 
fortir la seva estralificacié democratica, donar volada als seus anhels 
de llibertat, posar damunt de fonaments sans i estables la seva apti- 
tud i prosperitat economiques, endegar i fer possibles les transforma- 
cions progressives d‘aveng social, estimular la polténcia creadora que 
constilueix el nervi de la seva inexhaurible vitalitat, Es recordant i 
sentint tots els problemes del‘home d‘avui, que afirmem que él cami 
de l‘exaltacio i superacio de la consciéncia calalaaa, és el millor cami 
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treball de tots els que vulguin.sumar-se..a. Vobra qué enipirenen.. EL. 
Consell Nacional de Catulunya invita i demana a tots els eatalans que 
pel seu desig i preparacié puguin ajudar-hi que coma primer pas 
en la nostra marxa:i com a testimoni de capacitat politica eooperin. 


en l‘obra immediata,de preparar el programa-pla de la reconstruc- 
cid de Catalunya. 


El sentit de la propia responsabilidad ens obliga a advertir serio- 
sament als catalans que l’empresa de recuperar la Patria i la Lliber 
tat i reconstruir la vida del nostre Poble esta plena de dificultats. Més 
val saber-ho des d’ara. L’optimisme il.lis i desenfocat sols pot con- 
duir a perillosos desenganys. La nostra terra esta encara coberta de 
runes materials i espirituals. ‘Per altra banda la conjuntura de la 
guerra present ha produit una falsa prosperitat amb injustes i cruels 
desigualtats, contraries a lamanera-d’ésser del nostre poble que quan 
vingut la fase de depresio del cicle econdmic agreujera la crisi. Hem 
de preveure amb temps les dificultats a venir i: preparar-nos per a 
fer-hi front i véncer-les. En el mén de la Pau — per qué aquesta real- 
ment t de veritat. ho sigui— sols podran gaudir plenament de les 
imprescindibles rélacions econdmiques internacional els regims demo- 
cratics que assegurin l’ordre a l’interior i cooperin leialment a l’ex- 
terior amb les altres nacions democratiques. Aixi aspirem a fer-ho. 
En el pla Nacional heurem de resoldre els problemes de la nostra 
economia t vida col.lectiva. La economia catalana ha de sentir la 
major responsabilitat que li déna trobar-se enmig d’una Europa des- 
feta,.com també les més amplies perspectives que se li obren, dintre 
d'una politica comprensiva. de col.laboracié mundial. La nostra re- 
construccio haura d’ésser planificada, el qual no vol dir que hagi 
denmotllar-se en un patro rigid de caire arbitrista, perdé.menys en- 
cara que pugui deixar-se a la improvitzacié o a l'atzar. No vivim a 
l'’época de la copia barroera o la pensada genial; els problemes de la 
societat moderna son de tal complexitat que sols l’estudi curds, l’exac- 
titud de les dades, la comprensié raondda i la preparacio técnica 
poden resoldre-les. Per a elaborar el gran Pla de reconstruccio na- 
cional caldra aprofitar tots els nostres recursos humans, apel.lar a’ 
aptitud i la capacitat de tots els técnics catalans, de tots els estaments ' 
i professions i treballar intensament i-durant anys. Sols aixi podrem 
fer de la nostra Patria allé que sempre ha estat V’ideal del catalans; 
un petit Poble model per la seva civilitzacio, el benestar i la llibertat 
dels seus ciutadans. La Uibertat que volem és el mitjd per a assolir’ 
aquests ideals. Noble i humana ambicié. En aquest gran dia revolt 
de la historia anem a crear. de nou la Patria «com Vhem somniada 
els seus fills». 

La tasca de recobrament a emprendre en el seu doble aspecte de 
reconquesta i reccnstruccioé és drdua i feixuga; no esta perd per da- 
munt de les nostres forces i possibilitats. I és una empresa que no 
podem defugir si no volem que Catalunya quedi esborrada com a 
Poble. El nostre present no te opcid, sols hi ha un cami que ens obri 
el pervindre. En un mon en marxa és imposible de deturar-se; cal 
anar endevant o resignar-se a desaparcixer. I els catalans esltem_de- 
cidits a anar endevant. En aquesta hora t -asbalsada, pero gravida 
de futur, es la que comencem una segona Renaixenca que ha de dur 
a compliment el que comenga la primera, fem aquesta crida com a 
auguri d’'una nova solidaritat catalana que sigui garantia de la pau 
civil, penyora de l‘aveng social i fonament de lobra reconstructora. 
I la fem més concretament per a estructurar la voluatat de redrec¢ que 
sigui estimul, motor t instrument de la més amplia unitat nacional, 
L‘avinentesa és tinica i decisiva. De deixar-la perdre podriem per- 
dre-ho tot. Volem repelir-ho encara: es tracta d‘ésser 0 no ésser com 
a catalans. L‘hora és dificil pero també promeledore. Es el moment en 
que els pobles han descollir entre el seny coratjos t la resignada in- 
consciéncia, L‘hora dels redregaments i de les irremeiables reniinecies. 
Conscients de les dificultats de l‘hora sentim-ne tambe l‘emocid, possi- 
bilitats 1 grandesg. I que tots sapiguem complir els deures que ens 
imposa. 


Catalans ja es hora ras guanyar Catalunya. 
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At the suggestion of Sir Arthur Salter, M.P., 
I received Dr. Trueta, the well known Catalan surgeon 
who is now working in Oxford, today. Dr. Trueta 
explained that he had been living in England since the 
beginning of the war for purely professional. reasons. 
He was not a political refugee and could return to 
Spain at any time, and he was:in constant touch with 
his family and relations in Barcelona. Whilst here he 
was naturally in touch with the other Spaniards, and 
he was much concerned at the future which seemed to 
be facing Spain. Franco would disappear one day, but 
he felt that the Spanish Republicans, particularly 
those under Senor Negrin, would hardly be much preferable, 
Spain was a country of revolutions and military 
dictatorships and had always oscillated between dictator- 
ship and anarchy. A Republic in Spain would mean 
anarchy, leading all toJlikely to Communist dictatorship. 
The Falange and the Communists were composed of the same 
people. Dr. Trueta's remedy was a federal Spain, in 
wiich Catalonia and the Basque country as federal states 
would counterbalance the influence of the rest of Spain. 
Whereas the Basques and the Catalans were a progressive 
and mercantile community, the Spaniards, particularly the 
Castilians who dominated Spain, had scarcely moved out 
of the Middle Ages. Government from Madrid meant the 
application of these mediaeval standards.to the progressive 
parts of the country with disastrous results. 


Dr. Trueta was delighted to learn of the arrival 
in this country of President Aguirre, the leading Basque. 
He had the highest regard for him as he possessed all 
the moderate, progressive and reasonable qualities which 
were so lacking in the normal Spaniard. The only 
corresponding figure among the was Senor P,. 
Sufler, who likewise possessed the confidence of his 
people to a very great extent. In this connexion Dr. 
Trueta put in a very earnest plea that the question of 
Senor Suter being allowed to visit France for a short 
time might be reconsidered. 


I explained to ‘DF ueta our own attitude of 
. non-intervention/ 


non-intervention in Spain and disapproval of General 
Franco and said that it was for the Spaniards themselves 
to decide on their régime. Dr. Trueta said that he quite 
understood this, although from what he had told me he 
did not seem to have any very great hope that the kind 


of stable régimé of a federal nature which he favoured was 
likely to be brought about. 
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and military dictatorships and it always 
oscillated between dictatorship and anarchy; 

@ Pepublic in Spain would mean anarchy, leading 
all tom probably to Communist dictatorship} the 
‘Falange and the Communists were pomposed of the 


same peadple . 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


Trueta's remedy was, of course, the creation 
of a Federal Spain in which Catalonia and the 
Basque country as Federal states would counter- 
balance the influence of the rest of Spain. 
Whereas, he aaid, the Basques and the Catalans 
were progressive communities, the Spaniards, 
particularly the Castilians,who dominated Spain, 
had scarcely moved out of the Middle Ages; 
government from Madrid meant the dati rt x a 
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the arrival in this country of “President” 
Aguirre.- Hé ‘said thet he had the nipnest : 
reme-t0e hie ae he possessed all the 
moderate, progressive and reasonable 
gualities which were so lacking in the 
normal Spaniard; the corresponding figure 
among the Catalans was Senor Pi y Sunyer, 
who likewise possessed the confidence of 
his nesite to a very great ‘exten te In this 
connection Truete put in a baitd: eibhest 
Plea that the question of Senor Sunyer being 
allowed to visit Framee for a short time 


might bé reconsidered( we are, in fact, 


allowing him to "amen 


Harvey explained to Trueta our own 


: f° ; : 
: . 


attitude of non-int eM in Spain and 
disapproval of General Franco, and added | 
that it was for the Spaniards themselves 
to decide on their form of regime. Trueta 
said that he quite understood this. From 
his conversation he did not seem to have 


any great hope that.a stable régime on 


Federal lines would in fact be brought about. 


“The transformation of Spain into a 


Federation is, of course, the priacipal 


- 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 
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' On the 25th April, Harvey received Dr.Prueta, the 
well-known Catalan surgeon, at the suggestion of Sir Arthur 
Salter, M.P. Trueta explained that he had been living in 
England since the beginning of the war for purely professional 
reasons; he was not a political refugee and could return to 
Spain at any time and he was in eonstant touch with his 
family and relations in Barcelona; whilst here he was 
naturally in touch with the other Spaniards and he was much 
concerned at the future which seemed to be facing Spain. 
Franco, he said, would disappear one day, but he felt that the 
Spanish Republicans, particularly those under Senor Negrin, 
would hardly be much preferable; Spain was a country of 
revolutions and military dictatorships and it always 
oscillated between dictatorship and anarchy; a republic 
in Spain would mean anarchy, leading all too probably to 
Communist dictatorship; the Falange and the Communists were 
composed of the same people. 


Trueta’s remedy was, of course, the creation of a Federal 
Spain in which Catalonia and the Basque country as Federal 
states would counter-balance the influence of the rest of 
Spain. Whereas, he said, the Basques and the Catalans were 
progressive communities, the Spaniards, particularly the 
Castilians, who dominated Spain, had scarcely moved out 
of the Middle Ages; government from Madrid meant the 
application of their medieval standards to the progressive 
parts of the country with disastrous results. 


Trueta said he was delighted to learn of the arrival 
in this country of "President" Aguirre. He said that he had 
the highest regard for him as he possessed all the moderate, 
progressive and reasonable qualities which were so lacking in 
the- normal Spaniard; the corresponding figure among the 
Catalans was Senor Pi y Sunyer, who likewise possessed the 
confidence of his people to a very great extent. In this 
connexion Trueta put in a very earnest plea that the question 
of Senor Sunyer being allowed to visit France for a short 
time might be reconsidered (we are, in fact, allowing him 


to go and are just waifting to hear that the Home Office have 
given him an exit permit). 


Harvey explained to Trueta our own ‘attitude of non- 
intervention in Spain and disapproval of General Franco, and 
added that it was for the Spaniards themselves to decide on 
their form ofvégikne. Trueta said that he quite understood 
this. From his conversation he did not seem to have any great 


hope that a stable régime on Federal lines would in fact be 
brought about. 


The transformation of Spain into a Federation is, of course, 
the policy of the Basque and Catalan nationalists. As a matter 
of interest would you let me know whether you are in general 
agreement wi the analysis of the B ayss te and policies of the 
Basque® and lans in paragraphs 1 18 of the aencareh 
Department's paper "Spanish -oppeei sion Forces" of which I sen 
you a copy in my letter of the 15th March under reference 71065/18; 
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NAT LW. 
OF CATALONIA 


The special situation of Catalonia as a nation prev: 
having legal representatives and from being present at 
to participate with the United Nations in the charti 
national organization for peace and security. But it i 
view of Catalonia's unique situation that we have decid 
her case to your attention so tnat tho national rights 
Catalans (properly, the Catalan lands include, besidos 
Old kingdoms of Valcncia and tho Balcoaric Islands, and 
Catalan torritory of Roussillon annoxcd to France. 
Catalonia with a total population of almost 6,000,000, 2 
lan language is gonorally spoken.), be known to all the United Nat; 
and may justly be considered in the charter for a new world, 
not presenting a problem of frontiers or political reconstruction 
economical recovery or any such matters which are not to be attended 
until after the security organization has been set up. We present a 
case for national libcrty which roquiros solution or at least consid- 
eration precisely while tho sccurity negotiations aro taking placc 
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Catalonia oxistced as a free nation until 1714 
finally incorporated by force into the Spanish state 
the few rcomaining nations in Europe whose national rights hav: 
been recognized. This makcs tho caso of Catalonia almost an 
problem, mainly because most of the problems of the Buropean nati' 
alities were supposedly solved at Versailles. But Catalonia's was 
not; her liberties were not restored at the end of World War I like 
those of the other nationalities. It is for this reason that we 
present here her problem as a special case and as a matter which dc 
mands consideration and solution so that the Chart which is to 
written for the now Burope docs not bocome onco more an injustice 


against Catalonia. 


In -a way, Catalonia's over-prolonged captivity and retard 
liberation is due more than to ssverali military defeats to rep 
diplomatic misfortunes, suffered by Catalonia. In i716 y th 

f Utrecht, after a long war against her Spanish oppressor, Cat: 
lonia's rights were disowned by her own allies and sacrified 
politics and matters of expediency. In 1918, at Versailles, 
of the 13,000 volunteers Catalonia contributed to the Allied az 
the rig hts of our unfortunate nation wero onco more overlooked 
1924, at Geneva, duc to the defective clauses of the Leaguc's 
nant, and to the presence of Spain in tne League of Nations, 
made imroesible tne required vote of unanimity on sucn matte 
League or Nations could not even consider Catalonia'’s demand 
liberty In 1937, at tne Nyon Conference, Catalonia's righ 
disre: arded dut, on tne otner ha oaks s of trey about 
richt to intervene in Spain 
pendent Catalan Republic" (A. 
the Empire, and Forcign Affai 
valid. 


This traditional diplomatic indiffcre 
claims should not lead anyonc to believe tn 
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HE UNITSD NATION 
BEHALF OF CATALONIA 


he special situation of Catalonia as a nation preven 
navine legal representatives and from being present at this 
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to participate with the United Nations in the charting of 
national organization for peace and security. But it is préci 
view of Catalonia's unique situation that we have decided to 
her casc to your attention so that tho national rights of 3, C 
Catalans (properly, tho Catalan lands include, besides Catalonia, th 
old kingdoms of Valconcia and tho Balcaric Islands, and also the 
Catalan torritory of Roussillon annoxcd to France. This forms e¢ 
Catalonia with a total population of almost 6,000,000, whers the 

lan language is gonorally spoken.), be known to all the United 

and may justly be considered in the charter for a new world. 

not presenting a problem of frontiers or political reconstru 


economical recovery or any such matters which are not to be at en 


until after the security organization nas been set up. We present 
case for national liberty which roquiros solution or at least con 
eration precisely while tho scocurity negotiations aro taking plac 
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Catalonia oxistcd as a free nation until 1714, when sne was 
finally incorporated by force into the Spanish statc, and is one of 
the few rcomaining nations in Hurope whose national rights have not yct 
been recognized. This makcs tho caso of Catalonia almost an obsolete 
problem, mainly because most of the problems of the Huropean nation- 
alities were supposedly solved at Versailles. But Catalonia's was 
not; her liberties were not restored at the end of World War I like 
those of the other nationalities. It is for this reason that we 
present here her problem as a special case and as a matter which dc- 
mands consideration and solution so that the Chart whicn is to be 
written for the new Buropo docs not bocome onco more an injustice 
against Catalonia, 


In -a way, Catalonia's over-prolonged captivity and retarded 
liberation ig due more than to ssverali military defeats to repeated 
diplomatic misfortunes, suffered by Catalonia. In 1715, dy the Tre 

f Utrecht, after a long war against her Spanish oppressor, Cat 
lonia's rights were disowned by her own allies and sacritie ower 
politics and matters of expediency. In 1918, at Versaille 1 spite 
of the 13,000 volunteers Catalonia contributed to the Allied 
the rights of our unfortunate nation wero onco more overloo!} 

1924, at Geneva, duc to the dcfcctive clauses of the Leaguo 

nant, and to the proesenco of Spain in thc League of Nations, ) 

made imrossible tne required vote of unanimity on sucn matters 

League or Nations could not even consider Catalonia's demands 
liberty. In 1957, at tne Nyon vonterence, Catalonia's right 
disrezarded Dut, On tne Otner Claim of Italy about | 

right to intervene in Spain to prevent the sotting up 

pendent Catalan Republic" (A. 3. Koitn, "Tho | 
the Empiro, and Forcign Affairs" c 

valid, 
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claims should not lead anyonc * 
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| in the maintenance of permanent peace and security in 
Burope. The “Catalan Question” has been at the bottom of much of the 
unrest and political turmoil in the Iberian Peninsula during the last 
three centuries, and there has never been any aggressive power or 
force in Europe which has not tried, at some moment, to speculate on 
the Catalan discontent to cnhance or sccuro success of their plans, 
As an cxample, wo will montion that during the period of the French 
Revolution, Robespiorre in porson, with the aim of gaining Catalonia 
to his cause, visited Barcolona with tho written "Constitution of 
Catalonia” in his bricf-casc. Scarcely a quarter of contury lator, 
Napoleon Bonaparte in order to gain a roothold in the Peninsula actu- 
ally created the "Catalan State" and tried to establish a Catalan gov 


ne 
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ernment separate from that of the kingdom of Spain. In recent times, 
in the geopolitics of Germany ("Spaniens Tor zum Mittelmeer und die 
Katalan ische Frage", Franz Panser (Teubner, Leipzig und Berlin, 1938) 
(See appendix No, }) for the Moditcrrancan areca. Greater Catalonia 
(that is to say the old Catalan Kingdom or tho prescnt torritorics of 
Catalan language - Catalonia, Valoncia, Frénch Catalonia and the 
Balearic Islands) was scheduled to play a big role against France and 
her African empire, although Catalonia did not accept the “New Order" 
or nazism. As a final proof of the importance of Catalonia in the 
stability of Burope, any well-informed and clear-sighted statesman 
will admit that lest the national problem of Catalonia is satisfac- 
torily solved, there will never bs real peace and order in the Iberian 
Peninsula, 


Now that a chartcr for the nations of the world is going to 2e 
definitcly written for a durable peace, Catalonia could not let thi 


Opportunity pass without appcaling to tne justice of the United Na- 
tions for her due recognition, lest new and irroparablo mistakcs are 
committed at the moment of tne charting, and her national freedom be 
postponed indefinitely. 


In appealing to you for justice, Catalonia wants to state her 
fujl aspirations and the full scope of her rignts. We earnestly re- 
quest that this Conference - no commit the same mistake of the 
Peace Conference at Versaill whicn dismissed Catalonia 'sdemands 
the erroneous argument trat it’ was a@mere casc of home rule, to be 
granted by Spain, and as such an internal problem, a "family confli 
to be solved within the So nish state. Nofither could we allow tho 
Unitcd Nations to judge Catalonia's rights on the same basis as the 
League of Nations that classified tnem as a simple problem of a mi) 
ity inside Spain. Catalonia is a nation and must be recognized as 
such, before any regional organization can be establisned in Spain 
in tne Iberian Peninsula, the Continent of Burope or the liberated 
world, 


It is unnecessary to tire your attention, dy detail; 
torical, etanical, linguistic and cultural reasons ich p} 
national cnaracteristics of Catalonia; nor need we present any 
of all the persecutions and oppressions of which she is and has 
& victim; neither do we believe it necessary to adduce proof of 
Letermination and cver-increasing will to live again as 
“> do not cven necd to point out that her strugele 
continued tarough the centuries; in 1640, in theo first 
ancr Zreedom, Catalonia fought against Spain (War of Seccssi 
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Spain and France, even aliter being adandoned by her ali 
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Austria, Portugal and Holland); in 1931, Catalonia led in ‘th 
Sula the democratic and civil revolt against the Bourbon Monar 
proclaimed the Catalan Republic (See appendix No. 3) and made OSS: 
the Spanish Republic; in 1931, Catalonia organized a national ple 
cite in which 96% of the pop ulat ion proclaimed Catalonia's will of 
self-government; in 1954, after the Spanish Republic had fallen int 
the hands of the fascist and reactionary forces, Catalonia struck f 
democracy and national freedom and proclaimed tho Catalan State a 
part of the Confederacy of Ibcrian Nations; (Sco appendix No. 4) 
in 1936, upon the nazifascist coup of Franco and Falange, Catalonia 
became the bulwark of antifascism and fought at the same time for 
national freedom, 

There is, however, a matter which should be set rt) 
Clearly to end with all possible misconceptions. We refer 
permanent and inalterable nature of the Catalan problem. In 
words, the basic terms of the Catalan aspirations do not change : 
the oxistence of a more or loss libcral regime in Spain, nor with 
greater or lesser degree of persccution or Oppression. For inst 
Catalonia's aspirations are independent of the cxistecnce or non- 
existence of Franco in Spain. Catalonia has been anoppresscd nation 
ality under the Monarchy, under the Spanish Republic and under Franc 
(Soe appendix No. 5). The removal of Franco alone will not solv: 
Catalan national problcm, as it was not solved by tho ovorthrowi: 


alone of tne Bourbon Monarchy. Catalonia fights Franco and is trying 


A1eEF7) 


ing for the dostruction of Hitlor and Hirohito. Franco is Catalonia 
present tyrant, but in the dual function of representative of nazi- 
fascism and representative of the Spanish unitarian State. The re- 
placement of Franco will free Catalonia from nazifascism but it 
not make Catalonia free from Spanish oppression. 


to overthrow his fascist regime, and in tho same spirit she is ficht 
? 


> 
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This takes us to the real danger of any Catalan "S8Ol uti 
ried out under the light of routine and misconception, 
reason we appeal herewith to the United Nations before 
be taken and any commitment be made with regard to Stain. 
people erroneously believe that the Catalan case is merely 
problem. It is not so. There is a tendency to classify the 
question among the intornal problems of Spain. The conflict 
Catalonia and Spain, as any problem between an oppressed nati 
and her oppressor, has elways been of an international naturc 
Catalonia is not a Spanish conflict but a Huropean problom. 
terms the problems of the other Buropcan nationalitics 
the Pence table at Versaillcs. 


To class the Catalan question among the internal jx 
Spanish state is to arpoint Catalonia's oppressor to de sole 
and jury in a conflict in which it is itself a ponte nding 
Catalonia, or any other Oppressed nation, cannot 
her own oOporessor. 


As history shows, not even a 
tne type of the Spanish Republic, 

ional problem (In 1932, the 9] 
Some Rule Statute wnich fe) : 


° a a 
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* 

. ee through reforondum. fhe Statutc, naturally, proved to 
be insufficiont.) (Sec appendiz No. 6). Most of the leaders and the 
statesmen of the former Spanish Republic live in the erroneous notion 
that the principles and the clauses of the Atlantic Charter apply to 
the Spanish state, but do not apply to Catalonia and tho other nation- 
alities incorporated by force into the Spanish stato, 


Hence Catalonia cannot accept the premise that her national 
liberty is to be identificd and confusod with the problom of restoring 
democracy and rostoring tho republican rogimo in Spain. At its duc 
timc, the United Nations will have to confront tho Spanish problon, 
and Catalonia will holp with all hor strength to solvo it, but its 
denomination and solution has no diroct rolationship with Catalonia's 
problem of national liberty. 


Let no one misinterpret this statement. Catalonia is vitally in- 
terested in democratic Spain (See appendix No. 7). 150,000 Catalan 
youth died in the Spanisn Civil War to eradicate Fascism from Spain 
and to secure the subsistence of democracy in the Iberian Peninsula, 
But it is as Catalans that we want to participate in the wolfarc of 
the Iberian block of peoples (Sce appendix No. 7). We want our rights 
as a nation to be recognized, so that Catalonia, through self-dotormin- 
ation, can be free to join in tne political reorganization of tho 
Poninsula. Onco free and duly rocognized as a nation, Catalonia will 
be in a:position to considcr, for instancc, a Confedcracy of Iberian 
States, on the basis of cqual rights and voluntary association, in 
which Catalans, Basquos, Galicians, Spaniards and Portuguese could 
participatc,. 


On the other nand, Catalonia being absolutely identified with 
the cause of the United Nations - in whose armies so many of her sons 
are fighting on all the fronts - declares her willingness to accept 
the sacrifices the reorganization of Surope may demand of her, no 
matter how jealous she may be of her sovercignty and freedom as a 
nation, 


Summing up, Catalonia 


REQUESTS from the United Nations: 


a) ~ THAT her dolaycd case of national libcration bo, from this 
momont, scheduled as one nocding immediate solution. 


b) THAT her case for sclf-government bo filcd for immediato 
solution under the principles and the clausos of the 
Atlantic Charter, indepcndontly of any regional solution 
contcmplated for Spain. 


THAT her position in the political organization of Spain be 
decided by horsclf, through plebiscite of the Catalan na- 
tionals, after recognition of her status as a nation. 


THAT any further disagrecmoent or dispute betweon Catalonia 
and Spain be submittod for noaring befora the United Nations 
vouncil or the International Court of Justice on its »ehalf. 
submitting her claim for national liberation before this 
itererce and before the international public opinion, Catalonis 
s juctice from the United Nations. 
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|Visit to this countm Senor Je 

me for aséistance in facilitating journey to this 

jcountry of Senor Rezola and his eg Rag 2 yr that it 

is his intention to visit Basque Delegation in London — 

for important talks and wishes to have the opportunity - 

of speaking to “r,Noel Baker, ; 
States that his President is anxious that Senor 

de Lizaso should speak to Mr.Noei “Baker on 

Peninsular affairs. 
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residence, as 
your good office 
sible permis 
fortnight, for Jose 
leaders and has just 
france, 
Delegation in London for imvortant talks 
spanish democratic movements 
British people. 


) Wuoahex< Dept. 
) Wide of Sate 


May we hanwe 
WPy Reo 


BASQUE DELEGATION, 


7/8,HOBART PLACE, 


EATON SQUARE, 26 “fp 


LONDON,S.W.1. 


TEL: SLOANE 4359. 


“at - 
i. 74 . 


- 


August, 


Il am taking the ib 


erty of approaching you at your vnrivate 
the matter is urgent. l am very anxious to obtein 
with the Foreign Office to secure as soon as pos-’ 
Sion “te visit this country, for a short stay of about a 
Rezola and his wife. He is one of our Bas 
escaped across the frontier from Svain into 
His intention is to. visit this 
reiating to the Basaue and 
ena also to contact several 
to have the opvortunity of 


Ye 
and is now in Paris. 


in general, 
He varticularly wishes 


a talk with you. 


direct, 
vention would hasten 
one of many favours we shall be asking you in the 
the meantime, 


talk 
hope 


me have a 


I might of course have apvroached the Foreign Office 
but as the matter is urgent, I felt sure that your inter- 
its consideration. Il imagine this will be 
future. In 
that I shoula > al 2) 


my President is most anxious 


with you on the various aspects of Peninsular affairs, aed 
that when you are settled down you will be kind enough rs er 
short interview. 
oes Lis 
sf de Lizaso 
P.J. Noel-Baker, Esq. M.P. Delegate of the Pasques. 


16 South Eaton Place, 
Deobese 
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R.K.W.S. | Thank you for your letter of 20th 
August regarding the desired visit of 


Jose Rezola and his wife to this country. 


Senor de Lizaso, He should, of course, apply to the 
Basque Delegation. 


British Consulate-General in Paris. We 
(from Mr. Noel Baker} will see that facilities for his visit 
are granted without delay. 

I will be glad to have a talk with 
him when he arrives, and in the meantime 
would be very pleased to see you . 


Mr. Tahourdin first. 
Would you cgre to 
suggest a wime for 


Senor de.\Zizaso to 
call. NS 
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Copy: 

Mr. Cleobury, 
P. and P.O. 
with covering no te. 


‘ @ POREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
Sist August, 1945. 
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No: Z 9946/119/41. 


Ge, lheor enov Ad Kesaso 


Thank you for your letter of the 20th 
August regarding the desired visit of Jose Rezola 
and hie wife to this country. He should, of 
course, apply to the Britieh Consulate-General in 
Paris. We will see that facilities for his visit 
are granted without delay. 


I will be glad to have a talk with him when 
he arrives, and in the meantime would be very 


Pleased to see you if you would ping ap my 
Private Secretary and fix an appointment. 


Senor Jel. de Lizsase, 
7/8 Hobart Place, 
| S.%.1 
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Mr. Cleobury, 
P. & P.O. 


(from Mr. Sloan) 


Registry 29946 ju q / ; 


ner aN pp | ansuct, 1945. 
The attached letter will show you 
that we are anxious to facilitate the 


Journey of a Basque, Jose Rezola,and his 


wife from France to this country. I 


hope you will be able to sglean—up-the 


Arrd-y¢ 


ere. with Paris ev ki_Aceosavy 


We 
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e POREIGN OPPICE, S,W.1. 
Sist August, 1945. 


(Z 9946/119/41 ) 


(bid (Corel Curry 


The attached letter will show 
you that we are anxious to facilitate 


the journey of a Basque, Jose Resola, 
and his wife from France to thie 


country. I hope you will be able to 
arrange with Paris for the necessary 
visas to be granted. 


yen S Pon tert 
2.0 &: Mean - 


- . (RK, Sloan) 


Tr ae Sa) ee 


wi 


esses jc a triumph « ratic 
sses joy at fimi triumph of democ : 
nations trusting in their support in overthrow 
Franco régime in Spain.  aeem 


7~ 
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Translation. | 
ua Telegram to Mr. Attlee, dated 


Havana, August 16. 


— a SS” 


The Centre of the Catalan community of Havana, 
defenders of the ideals of Catalan liberty, enthusias- 
tically unite in rejoicing at the universal and final 
triumph of the democratic Mations, trusting in their 


support in the overthrow of the Franco régime in Spain, 
last bulwark of totalitarainism , and obstacle to the. 
free election by the Catalan people of their sum 
Catalan Government. 


Jomas - President 
Boquet —- Secretary. 
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ee 


Enquiries as to identity of J.ili,Batista: Roca. 


Encloses letter from Senor d.M.Batista, Koca, 


on success of Labour Party. Asks for information 


. e 7 : = . S cy . a 4 
India Ofiice to Mr,Gile to Mr.Pethick Lawrence expressing congratulations 


No. 


Dated 21st August, 
Received) 
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regarding identity ot writer. 
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ear Giles, 


Can you give me any 
information regarding the 
identity of the writer of 
the enclosed letter? 


i, erely, 
we Se MS 


'Z 10007 


F.T.R. Gilés, Esq. 


: ‘ %) At Ia ISA ~ 
| ae Be ag hs 


Spe. 3978. 49 Wentworth Road, 
| : NoW. 11. 
2nd August 1945. 


I was very pleased to see you had been returned 
to Parliament, in the great new democratic surge that 
has swept this country, to which the countries of 
Europe and the whole world are looking for guidance. 


Catalonia and Spain are still under the rule of 
Fascist ideas, against which mankindihas been mobilised 
and has won victory. We trust that that victory and 
liberation will not be denied to our countries. 

Hoping to have an opportunity of seeing you soon, 

I an, 


Yours sincerely, 


wlistoun{ocn 


J. M. Batista i Roca. 
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Deal 


Mr. B.R. Curson, 
India Office. 


(from Mr. Giles) 


Batista i Roca of. 2nd > : The. 
a tiale, <« Koen Atloz fh Chale 


Dea Cor Cc Tl... 


I am returning herewith the letter 3 


to Lord Pethick-Lawrence from -“ J.M. 


r = — & ~ - 
. J 4 7 
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“J 7 
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“Lal-bebe-te 


France this national council transferred 
its domocile to London Its leadership 
has been somewhat confused, but Senor 
Batista i Roda Kain: alwage played an active 


part inAt and holds a position 


* 
SF a J LU Ss 


belongs to 
an opposition 


Suggest that his letter should receive 


: te 


Bas Fa mek 


ot. FTR Gig, 
(P.T.R. Giles}. 
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“Dated 28th Aug. ,1945. 
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| | . 
Desire of Senor Sunyefto visit France, 


eee ; 
Requests assistance with regard to his desire 
to visit Prance, with a view to. formation of a 
Catalan Government in exile. states that the 
matter is urgent in view of the formation of the 
Spanish Republican Government in Mexico. 
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Carles Pi Sunyer 


210148 | rsctiey toe 


London, N.W. 2. 
4 SEP > 1945 


28th August, 1945 


The Right Honorable 
Mr. Philip Noel-Baker 
Minister of.State 


Dear Sir, 


I have decided to write to you without an introduction 
because of the urgency of the matter concerned, and also 
because I believe that my friend Dr. J. Xirau, if he could 
not meet you before leaving England, probably sent you a 
note about my case. 


I am a former Spanish Republican Minister and former 
Premier of Catalonia, and I have been living in this har- 
bouring country since April, 1939. Iwo months ago I went 
to France at the request of Mr. Josep Irla (he is President 
of the Catalan Parliament, and has been acting as President 
of Catalonia since the shooting of President Companys who 
was delivered to Franco by the Germans), and he charged me 
with the formation of a Catalan Government in exile, in 
connection with the Spanish Republican Government, now on 
the way. During these two months I have prepared the 
formation of the Government, and now I mst go to France to 

complete the matter. 


Il have made the regular application for the exit permit 
at the Passport Offices: they have been very kind with me, 
but as it takes some time for the matter to be settled, I 
would be very grateful if you would recommend my case, "in 
order that I could have the permit as soon as possible. The 
mats _is_urgent owing to the fact that Mr, ere heen. 


is forming In Mesiege, : 


With apologies for troubling you and my sincere gratitude, 


I am, Sir 


Yours faithfully 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, 8, Was 


9th Septembe r, 1945. 


» a 

The winister of State has asked me to thank 
you for your letter of the 28th August. 
caused enquiries to be made about your exit vise 
and was happy to learn that it already been 


Bae: ae: oe lly 
eee 


Senor Cariesliy Sanger, 
56 Moreland Court, Ree 
eee : 
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Asks above be looked ined, requesting Foreign 
Office support. 
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(3) Tliws; tw PSt.6 ‘ 


24th ‘: 1945. 


— 


The Minister of State, 
Foreign Office, 
Downing Street, 

S.W.1. 


My dear Noel-Baker, 
I wonder if you could have this 


application on the part of Senor Carlos Pi Sunyer 


for an Exit Permit looked into. I should be 


glad of early information. 


Yours very sincerely, 


bh EFM Dub 
A. 


=> 
@.......». WINGFIELD-MORRIS ORTHOPAEDIC HOSPITAL 
‘ : ) HEADINGTON 


20th August, 1945. OXFORD 


\ 


E.F.M. Durbin, Esq., M.P.;, 
Treasury. Ghambers, 

Great George Street, 
London, S.W.1. 


Dear Sir, 


You must forgive me for disturbing you with this letter . 
but only the extreme urgency of the matter and the advice of our 


common friend, Mr. F.A. Pakenham, decided me to interfere with 
your pressing work. 


Sr.e Carlos Pi Sunyer, head of the Catalan Government in 
exile, at present living in London at 36 Noreland Cotirt, Finchley 
Road, N.W.2, urgently requires to be in Paris to settle the organisa- 
tion of the Catalans. Several important Spanish personalities have 
already reached Paris to meet him, but unfortunately he has not 
yet heamanything from the Permit and Passport Department of the 


Foreign Office although he requested an exit permit over a fortnight 
AZOe | 


I can assure you that the matters to be settled in Paris 
are, of the utmost importance for the freedom of Spain. 


Pakenham, whom I met last night, suggested that you might 
“s 


‘recommend the speedy delivery of Sr. Sunyer exit permit, and I 
thank you most sincerely for any help you are able to give. 


I hope I will have an opportunity of expressing my gratitude 
to you personally some time in the near future. 


Yours sincerely, 


I Marreta) ? 


—— 


J.. Trueta, M.D., D.Sc. 
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BASQUE DELEGATION, 
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Beer tttr Noe- (3 atler- 


I thank you for your letter of the 5lst August 
regarding Mr. & Mrs. José Rezola's permit to visit 
this country. 


I have now received from them a telegram saying 
that the British Consul in Paris informs them that 
their application conteined in an official letter 
from the Consulate would reach the Foreign Office 
to-day Thursday. I wish therefore, to inform you of 
this and to ask your kind intervention in order to 
expedite the granting of the permits. 


I much regret that our appointment had to be 
postponed but I quite realize how busy you must be 
at the momment. I am looking forward to hear from 
you next Monday, when as I wes informed by your Se- 
cretary, you will be able to tell me the time and 
date for my visit. 


The Rt. Hon. P. J. Noel-Baker, 
secretary of State, 
Whitehall, S.W.1 


PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 
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Précis. + 4 0840 
In a letter to members o 4 Government, 
July 27, I. Diaz, Secretary of {the SRIF IG 
Basques in exile of Tacuba 15, Roarok SIRF IQ 

to the British Labour Party the ratulattre 
Republican Union, on the recent election victory. 


The Republican Union remember the moral support 
given to the Spanish Republican Cause by the British 
Labour Party, and the British election has given them hope 
of seeing free elections in their own country. The 


Republican Union also congratulate the rest of the British 
people, on having elected a Labour Government. 
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27 ais & a 1.945 . \ 


Clement Re. atlee Sres: Sir Stafford Cripps 
Ernest Bevin HeVe. Alexander 
Walter Citrine - Hugh Dalton 

Herbert Morrison arthur Greenwood 
Arthur Henderson Mis. Edith Swmerrskill 


Ellen wilkinson 


al Partido Laborista de Inglaterra 


Estimados Amigos Laboristas Ingleses: 


El Partido a quien tengo el honor de representar en el Exilio, 
me encarga por acuerdo unanime,comunicar a Vds.nuestra mé& sin- 
cera felicitacién por el triunfo Electoral alcanzado por el Pare 
tido Laborista de Inglaterra el 5 de Julio Pasado, 


No podemos olvidar la ayuda Moral que Vds. y El Partido Laborise 
ta,Prestaron en todo momento a la Causa Republicana Espafiola y 
por ello su Triunfo nos congratula y nos d& mayores brios para 
seguir la Lucha por la Libertad de Espafia y la Convocatoria de 
Libres Elecciones en nuestra Patria,para demostrar al Mundo de 
que parte est& la voluntad del Pueblo Espafiol. 


La verdadera democracia se practica como Vds. acaban de demostra 
lo al Mundoj3Con los Votos en la Mano. 


Nuestro reconocimiento se extiende tambien al resto del Pueblo 
Britanico por su cordura para saber acatar el Voto de las Mayo- 
rias,pues si no de poco serviria alcanzar el Triunfo, 


Espafia tambien di6 la Mayoria al Frente Popular en 1.938, pero ~ 
la Oposici6n en lugar de acatar el Sufragio Universal se suble- j 
v5, y la Repfblica Espafiola perdié upa Contienda,pero no la Espé 
ranza de repetir las Elecciones LivmePpupN o 
Me conplazco en presentar a Vds/aghestsos 
libertad y Grandeza del Pueblo He ke An EC 
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WILLET OF 


—} PQUBION OFFICE, 8.W. 1. 


lst September, 1 


Dear Sir, 

With referense te your 
letter of 29th August about tie 
Catalan Delegation, I am writing 
on behalf of Mr. McNeil to ask 
if you will let us have further 
information about the enguiries 
which you would like mite. 

Yours faithfully, 


7.7%. Willey, Esqe, MP. 
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QUT FILE. 


Dear Sir, 


With reference to. your letter of 3rd September, I 
write cullr. WeNpil's behalf to let you know that the 
t 


Catalan Delegation is the chief ovmpaee* Sion of the 
Catalan National Council, which, on She occupation of 


France in 1940, transferred ite headquarters and main 
activities from Paris to London. The broad aim of the 
Catalan National Council is to secure autonomy for 
Catalonia. It has not so far declared its attitude . 
towards the Government which has. recently been formed 
by Senor £../ in Mexico, and which includes at least 
one Catalan representative. The leading figures of the 
Delegation in London appear to be Senor Pi y Suner and 
Senor Batista y Roca, both men of moderate views. 


Yours faithfully, 


(Skd..) J. V. ROB 
Private Secretary. 


¥.T. Willey, Esq., M.P. 


4945 


Colonel Baba, Civil Gove gate 


Registry y 11502/119/41. _ Sef fers to M fad espate! 448 0 7 

Number ' ¥ 105$4/233/41). Sige BoP¥ of <aaetae 35 from 

~ FROM_Sir V.Mallet, celona commenting on made by Colonel 

| Maaria, | *Gontained in local weekly review "Destino". 

"transmits also copy of letter to Chancery from 

No. 466. (1/338/45). Barcelona of 12th September regarding conversation 

> between Mr. Hobson ¢M. Spaey concerning Don Carlos. 

Dated Serer Oot.1945. 
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No. 466 


(1/338/45) 


ee: Majesty's anbassador at Madrid, 


nts his compliments to H,.M.P.S.S.F. Ae 
has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
# documents. 


British Embassy» 


eMd..OChORenr., 19453.. 

Reference to previous correspondence: ears 4¢ 233 

| Madrid despatch No. 443 of 3rd September, 
1945, to Forei fice. 


escription of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. | Subject. 
aa atch No» SoL2 of 14th Declarations made 
Sept ember, 1945, from 


by new Civil pore 

of Barcelona in : 
"Destino", local 
weekly review. 


Barcelona. 


Letter to Chancery dated 
12th September, 1945, 


from Barcelona. Don Carlos. 


$4794 25019—2 (4) 
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. | 
Mh Sensation to's British Consulate General, 


Barcelona. 
14th September 1945, 


(m/118/48) 


Sir, 


In the latest number of the local weekly review 
"Destino" there appears an article containing declaration 
made by the new Civil Governor Colonel Barba, in 
regaré to Catalonia. He attempts to anaver three 
uestions (1) Is there in fact a Catalan prodlen? 

2) In connection with post war readjuatments, what 

is your opinion as to the economic future of Barcelosat? 
and (53) part does Catalonia represent in Spanich 
unity? 


2. CGolonel Barbe skirted lightly round the second 
np te 2st ané speaks only ebout the rmaritine aspect. 
foresees a return to normal conditions so soon as 
shipping is freed from war activities. He urges the 
muilding of a dock capable of accomodating vessels 
of 12 to 14 thousand tons, which ie the size now being 
built in Gpanieh shipyards. 


S&S. The other questions, likewise, are net real 
anewered and Colonel Barbe says very little that is nol 
of a general and somewhat non-committal nature. But the 
fact that the Gatalen question is discussed at all is. 
noteworthy. When he re ses Catalonia as a region, - 
and expresses admiration for her customs, literature, 
language, music and dancing he is definitely reversing 
a past —- ané displaying a liberal attitude such 
as Cataionia has not experienced for some time. Dances 
and populer songs as well es language, he asserts, only 
veoome ae polities! flag when they ere not treated 
impartially. The “sardana", for inetanee, is nothing 
more than a natural expression of regional Yo 
to thet found in other provinces. In this itis of 
interest to learn that the “Orfeo Catalan", the famous 
choir which was suppressed in 1939, is to be revived. 


4 “Deetine”, in whieh these declarations were 
published as an exclusive feature, has been markedly 
pro-British during the past five years, end ite director 
and steff have suffered persecution from Madrid and aioe 
the local authorities. It is, I think, significant that 
thie paper has been chosen for the purpose. ) 
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I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your Excellenocy‘s most obedient Servant, 


“ a 
re 
a 


H. A. HOBSON oy 
His Exeelleney ‘a 
Sir vounep, Saber ete K.0.M.@., 
| ¥e0. 
British Embassy, 
Madrid. 


Cory 


H/111/45 British Consulate~Generel, 
Bercelona. 


12th September, 1945. 


Deer Chancery, 


My letter 4/93/45 of the 22nd August, ebout Don Cerlos, 
the pretender, 


I went to lunch the other day with the Italien Consul- 
General, and found thes the principal guests were Don Carlos 
anc his wifes T found them to be plesesant and intelligent, 
but Spanieh politics and his position were of course avoided in 
convergsatione Amont the other guests was e Dutehmen, now 
naturalised Spenish, called Spaey, about whom there is a 
considerable doasier in the Passport Seetion here, to whom he 
has recently encesvoured to sell informatione He was, at one 
time et leest, tied up very closely with the Felencists. 


Speey is now workin: for Don Carlor and after lunch told 
we that b@ would like to explain the vretencer's position ae 
there appeared to be some misunéerstanding pbout ite He said 
thet bon Cerlos hed come here from Italy st the express 
intervention of General Franco, after the Germans hed refused 
to sliow hin to 0 to Sswitzerlence “n arrivel here his “suite” 
caused a consicerable emount of semberrasement by treating him in 
public as royalty, and going 6o far as to refer to him es the 
xinge AGCOPdingly Franco asked him to go to Andorra for a while: 


he subsequently returned to Garcelona under promise to live 
cuLetlye | 


Spaey went on to say that Carlos refused ean offer from 
the Secretary Genersl of the Felange tof.e million pesetes and 
e residence (a castle) because he did not wish to be under 
any obligation to or tied up with Pelange, He is living on money 
supplied by various 6 rters, and collections, but is receiving 
nothémg from the Spanish Government. ishen Correa wes Civil 
Governor he (Gorrea) offered to help Carlos’ mother end to meet 
her hotel bill at the Ritze Correa left with bills of 25,000 
pesetas unsettlede incidentally, I have had this story from 
other sources, but the amount given is 609000 pesetcs. I gather 
this is one of the many headaches which Correa left for Barbas 


Spaey went on to say that Carlos’ ides was thet vraneco, 
having “saved” Spain, should saatiiane at the heed of the : 
administration of whatever form of new  »vernment there is in. 
Spain.s In thet he differed from Don Juan who wished to abandon 
Yreneo. AS regards Don Javier (de Borbon, Spaey ridiculed him ° 


as @ candidate for, he said, no Frenchmen would stand se chances 
in Spaine 


Specy gave me the nenes of Garlos’ chief supporters in 
Madrid = Generel Core and >on Esteban Bilbade 


Yours ever, 
( sgda): H.A. HOBSON 
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[Z 12190/119/44} Copy No s 


3 Sir V. Mallet to Mr. Bevin.—(Received 30th October.) 
No. 494.) 
ir, Madrid, 19th October, 1945. 

I WAS invited on the 17th October to a luncheon to meet Sefior Juan 
Ventosa, the well-known Catalan financier and former Finance Minister under 
Alfonso XIII. After lunch he was moved to embark upon a dissertation to the 
small company present on the political situation. 

2. Sefior Ventosa said that he had been a close observer of the decay and 
fall of the monarchy and had, indeed, been a Minister at that time. He could. 
now detect very similar signs of decay in Franco’s régime. Criticism was 
coming from many different sections of the community and the pressure on 
Franco was apparent not only from abroad but also from inside Spain. Never- 
theless, Franco had, in the last few weeks, been turning to his own profit certain 
events abroad. There was first the exaggerated publicity given to the Mexican 
exiled “‘ Government’ and its recognition by some of the smaller American 
republics. These exiles were so unpopular in Spain among all moderate men, 
including former Republicans, that the country as a whole would prefer to put 
up with a further dose of Franco rather than have the exiles back to misgovern 
them. Secondly, Franco was cashing in on the failure of the Council of Forei 
Ministers in London and was quoting his correspondence with Mr. Churchill as 
peovne his foresight in foretelling a coming struggle between the Western 

owers and the Soviet Union. Already in his imagination the Caudillo was 
mounting his white charger and leading a crusade of the west against the 
Bolsheviks ! Franco was telling his supporters and the wavering generals that 
this was no time to discard their trusted leader. Moreover, Sefior Ventosa 
hinted rather than actually said, that the fact that His Majesty’s Government. 
had given an agrément to Sefior de las Barcenas as new ambassador in London 
was a sign that pressure from abroad was not so intense as to be taken tragically. 

3. Nevertheless, Sefior Ventosa maintained that the decay of the present 
régime might be retarded but could not be prevented and that Franco would 
disappear in time though whether it were three months, six months, or longer, 
not one could yet say. There were only three alternatives. 


(a) Another dictatorship under another general, which would be no better 
than the present régime; | 

(b) A republic, which could not be desired by any responsible person in 
Spain, spore if it meant the return of the discredited exiles as a Govern- 
ment. The first republic had been a failure and the second republic had also 
been a failure. Many of those who had placed their hopes in the second republic, 
and here Senor Ventosa indicated two of the gentlemen present, Dr. Maranon 
and Professor Valdecasas, had been compelled by events to recognise this fact 
and to admit that the only suitable alternative was— 

(c) A restoration of the monarchy. The advantage of a monarchy was that 
it disposed of the possibility of ambitious politicians intriguing for the headshi 
of the Spanish State and therefore offered some hope of stability. This could, 
however, only be achieved if the monarchy rested upon a broad foundation of 
the people’s will. It must not rest on the army alone although it was essential 
that the-army should remain united in support of the Civil Government. This 
Government must include men who were former Republicans, and, here again, 
Sefior Ventosa gave a glance towards Dr. Marafion. There were detinite 
indications that the support of men like Sefor Madariaga and Gil Robles might 
be obtained, and it was said that, in certain circumstances, even Prieto and Largo 
Caballero might be able to return and play their part in politics under a 
monarchy. With a broad coalition controlling the destinies of the country 
there would be a real chance of conciliation between those who had fought against 
each’ other during the civil war and thus by stages, but not in one jump, the 
democratic freedoms could be restored. Spain was not like other western 
countries and it was no use taking a violent plunge into universal suffrage and 


[71—195] 


y 


elections without a certain amount of preparation. At this stage 1 suggested 
that it was more than possible that the majority of the people, it they could. be 
consulted, would declare themselves for a republic. The answer given me was 
that it was impossible to say what the electors would really think at a given 
stage bepause they had no opportunity of political education during recent years 
and thty were very inclined to express themselves spasmodically and without 
due thought, but that if a broad-based Government came into power and then 

roceeded to hold elections it would probably receive very wide support indeed. 

fior Ventosa was, therefore, not in favour of holding a plebiscite or elections 
before the formation of such a Government, particularly as any consultation of 
the people held by Franco himself would only be rigged.. In Seftor Ventosa’s 
opinion, the situation was becoming increasingly dangerous because nobody could 
bring home to Franco that time was working against him. There might be 
unpleasant surprises in store such as an economic boycott in various countries 
by the dockers refusing to load ships for Spain. Franco was, moreover, apparently 
banking upon continued disagreement between Great Britain and America on 
the one hand and Russia on the other, but in Sefior Ventosa’s opinion those 
countries were bound to find a method of agreement, and this was quite likely to 
take the form of the Russians yielding to some extent to our pressure and 
admitting a more democratic system in the Balkan countries but in return 
insisting on the Western Powers bringing pressure on to Spain to do likewise. 
Such pressure would quite likely take the form of support of the bogus Govern- 
ment in Mexico. The postponed conference at Rio de Janeiro would also 
eventually be held, and similar pressure might arise from the South American 
countries and the United States. It was, therefore, urgent that Franco should 
realise that time was against him if there was to be a peaceful transition to a 
constitutional monarchy. 


4. The difficulty was that no group in Spain was strong enough to convince 
Franco of these facts. The generals were not sufficiently intelligent and were 
unable to make up their minds and were jealous of each other and of former 
politicians holding power. There was so much fear of the unknown that many 
people who would breathe a sigh of relief when Franco had gone felt prevented 
from taking any steps to upset him from sheer terror of the unknown. Nobody 
who had been through the civil war could possibly wish to see another one, and 
yet an attempt to set 7 a republic would almost certainly lead to this sooner 
or later. If it were a choice between a republic and Franco it would mean that 
Franco might remain here for a very long time. Here Sefor Ventosa launched 
an attack on the B.B.C. broadcasts to Spain, as being entirely biased in favour 
of a republic, and for this reason el much less influence on the thinking 
public here than they would do if they confined themselves to objective criticism 
of detailed points in Franco’s régime. | 

5. In Seftor Ventosa’s opinion, the only thing which could. now propel 
Franco in the right direction, would be increased pressure from abroad. The 
Potsdam declaration, the Churchill correspondence, and Mr. Roosevelt’s letter 
to Mr. Armour, had each, at their time, made an impression, but it had faded 
again. The Anglo-Saxon Powers were faced by the awkward dilemma that 
their policy was really inconsistent. On the one hand, they launched thunder- 
bolts of the kind just mentioned and, on the other hand, they disclaimed any 
intention of intervening in Spanish internal affairs. All the same they had made 
it clear that they wished Franco to go, and this in itself was an intervention 
in Spanish internal affairs. In order to get rid of him the pressure must be 
kept up and even increased, but in a constructive way. It was no use intervening 
in a negative way—a remark which I took to imply that he would welcome 
positive encouragement possibly in the form of a secret understanding with his 
project for broadly based Provision: government. In reply to a question of 
mine, Sefior Ventosa agreed that economic sanctions if once imposed would not 
necessarily be relaxed in favour of any régime other than a Republican one. 
He thought that economic sanctions would certainly upset Franco very quickly 
because the yee would themselves realise that zr, must act quickly before 
all means of transport in the country were paralysed. At the same time, he 


hesitated to recommend the imposition of sanctions and ted that skilfully 
conveyed hints or even threats might have the required effect. I asked why 
Spaniards themselves could not voice to Franco their apprehension that such a 
policy might well be adopted, and his answer was that Franco would not listen 
to anybody. I commented that if he would not listen to Spaniards I: was not sure 
that he would listen to foreigners either. He seemed to consider himsel inspired 
by God Almighty alone and unlikely to believe what anyone told him. Sefior 
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Ventosa admitted that the problem of how to convince Franco was a most difficult ~ 
and delicateone. He band in detail his past conversation with Franco, which 
had been abortive. : ; Ae Sey 

6. When he was asked why it could not be possible to announce ames 
of the personalities who would join together to bring in the new mona and 
form a Government, he answered that there were two good 8: a y that 

y 


_ 


it would obviously get them into trouble with Franco and might lead 
to their arrest, and. secondly, because they would at once’ find themselves 
quarrelling with all their friends, the Spanish characteristic being one of such 
personal jealousy that every aspiring politician would consider himself as the 
right man to have a seat in the Government. It was much better to keep the 
list secret until the time came for action. From this I derived the impression 
that some kind of list already existed and that Sefior Ventosa himself is casté¢ 
for the rdéle of Prime Minister. He impressed me as being moderate and liberal 
in his views, strongly Anglophil, eae 5 though looking rather older than his 
66 years, is sufficiently astute to make a good leader. 
I have, &c. 
(For the Ambassador), 
D. F. HOWARD. 
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19th October, 19445. 


NOe LO 
(1/375/45). 


Sir, 


I was invited on October 17th to a luncheon to meet Senor Juan 
‘ Ventosa, the well-known Catalan financier and former Finance 
lfinister under Alfonso XIII. After lunch he was moved to embark 
upon a “dissertation to the small company present on the political 
situation. 
2. senor Ventosa said that he had been a close observer 
of the decay and fall of the Monarchy and had indeed been es 
Minister at that time. He could now detect very similar signs of 
decay in Franco's régime. Criticism was coming from many different 
sections of the community and the pressure on Franco was apparent 
not only from abroad but also from inside Spain. Nevertheless, 
Franco had in the last few weeks been turning to his own profit 
certain events abroad. There was first the exaggerated publicity 
given to the liexican exiled "government" and its recognition by 
some of the smaller American Republics. These exiles were so 
unpopular in Spain among all moderate men, including former 
Republicans, that the country as a whole would prefer to put up 
with a further dose of Franco rather than have the exjles back 
to misgovern theme Secondly, Franco was cashing in on the failure 
of the Council of Foreign Ministers in London and was quoting his 
correspondence with hire Churchill: as proving his foresight .in 
foretelling a coming struggle between the Western Powers and the 
soviet Union. Already in his imagination the Caudillo was mounting 
his white charger and leading a crusade of the West against the 
Bolsheviks: Franco was telling his supporters and the wavering 
generals that this was no time to discard their trusted ledder. 
Moreover, Senor Ventosa hinted rather than actually said, that the 
fact that His Majesty's Government had given an agrément’ to Senor 
de las Barcenas as new Ambassador in London was a sign ‘that. 
pressure from abroad was not so intense as to be taken tragically. 


5. Nevertheless, Sefior Ventosa iaieh ete that the decay 
of the present régime might’ be retarded but could not be prevented 
and that Franco would disappear in time though whether it were | 
three months, six months, or longer, no one could yet say. There 
were only three alternatives. 


(a) Another dietatorship under another general, which would 
be no better than the present régime; 


(pb) A Republic, which could not be desired by any responsible 
person in’ Spain, especially if it meant the return of the dis- 
crediged exiles as a Government. The first Republie had been a 
failure and the second Republic had also been a failure. Many 
of those who had placed their hopes in the second: Republic,’ and 
here Senor Ventosa indicated two of the gentlemen present, Doctor 
Marafion and yeerenser Veldeceses, had been compelled by coonio ee 
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recognise this fact and to admit that the only suitable altemtive 
was 


(c) A restoration of the Monarchy. The advantage of a 

Monarchy was that it disposed of the possibility of ambitious 
politicians intriguing for the headship of the Spanish State and 
therefore offered some hope of stability. This could, however, 

only be achieved if the Monarchy rested upon a broad foundation 

of the people's will. It must not rest on the Army alone although 

it was essential that the Army should remain united in support 

of the Civil Government. This Government must include men who 

were former Republicans, and here again Senor Ventosa gave a glance 
towards Doctor Maranon, There were definite indications that the 
support of men like Senor Madariaga and Gil Robles might be 

obtained and it was said that in certain circumstances even Prieto 
and Lago Caballero might be able to return and play their partin 
politics under a Monarchy. With a broad coalition controlling the 
destinies of the country there would be a real chance of conciliation 
between those who had fought against eachother during the civil 

war end thus by stages, but not in one jump, the democratic freedoms 
could be restored. Spain was not like other western countries and 

it was no use taking a violent plunge into universal suffrage and 
elections without a certain amount of preparation. - At this stace 

I suggested that it was more than possible that the majority 

of the people if they could be consulted would declare themselves 

for a Republic. The answer given me was thet it was impossible to 

say what the electors would really think at a given stage-because 

they had no gar haga | of political education during ee da 
and. they were very inclined to express themselves: spasmodically 

and without due thought, but that if a broad-based government came 
into power and then proceeded to hold elections it: would probably 
receive very wide support indeed. Senor Ventosa was, therefore, 
.not in favour of holding aplebiscite or elections before: the formation 
of such a government, particularly as any consultation of the 

people held by Franco himself would only be rigged. In Senor Ventosa's 
opinion the situation was becoming increasingly dangerous: because 
nobody could bring home to Franco that: time was working against him. 
There might be unpleasant surprises in store such as an economic 
boycott in various: countries by the dockers refusing to load ships 
for Spain. Franco was, moreover, apparently banking upon continued 
disagreement. between Great Britain and America on the one hand and 
Russia on the other, but in Senor Ventosa's opinion those countries 
were bound to find a method of agreement and this.was quite likely 

to take the form of the Russians yielding to some extent to our 
pressure and admitting a more democratic system in the Balkan countries 
but in return insisting on the Weatern Powers: bringing pressure 

on to Spain to do likewise. Such pressure would quite likely take the 
form of support of the bogus Government in Mexico. The postponed 
Conference at Rio de Janeiro would also eventually be held, and 
similar: pressure might arise from the South American countries and the 
United.States. It was therefore urgent that. Franeo should realise 
that time was against: him if there was to be a peaceful transition 

to a. constitutional Monarchy. | atant ened | ert 
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ye ‘The diff&eulty was that no group in Spain was strong enough 
to convince Franco of these facts. The Generals were not sufficiently 


intelligent and were unable to make up their minds: and were jealous. 
of eachother and of. former politiciens holding power. There we 30 
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much fear of the unknown that: many people. who would breathe, a sigh 
of relief: when Franco had gone felt prevented from taking. any. 
steps to upset him from sheer terror of the unknown. Nobody wh 

had been through the civil war could possibly wish to see another 
one, and yet am attempt to set. up a Republic would almost certainly 
lead to this’ sooner or later. If it were a choice between a 
Republic and Franco it would mean that Franco might remain here for 
a very long time. Here Senor Ventosa launched an attack on the 
BeBeGe broadcasts to Spain, as being entirely biased in favour of 

a Republic and for this reason exercising much less influence on 
the thinking public here than they would do if they confined then 
selves to objective criticism of detailed points in Franco's régime. 


5. In Senor.Ventosa's opinion the only thing which could 
now propel Franeo in’ the right direction would be increased 
pressure from-abroad. The Potsdam declaration, the Churchill 
ceorrespondenes and Mr. Roosevelt's letter to Mr. Armour had each 
at their time made an impression, but it had faded agains -ThexAnglo® 
Ailemma that their policy was really inconsistent. the one 
hand they launched thunderbolts of the kind just mentioned and on 
the other hand..they disclaimed any intention of intervening in 
Spanish internal affairs. <All the same they had made it clear = 
that they wished Franco to go and this in itself was an intervention 
in Spanish internal affairs. In order to get rid of him the 
pressure must be kept up and even increased, but in a constructive 
waye It was no use intervening in a negative way —- a remark which 
I took to cbmply that he would welcome positive encouragement 
possibly in the form of a secret understanding with his project 
for broadly based provisional government. In reply to a question 
of mine, Senor Ventosa agreed that economic sanctions if once imposed 
would not necessarily be relaxed in favour of any régime other 
than a republican one. He thought that economic sanctions would 
certainly upset i‘ranco very auickly because the generals would 
themselves realise that they must act quickly before all means 
of transport in the country were paralysed. At the same time he 
hesitated to recommend the imposition of sanctions and suggested 
that skilfully conveyed hints or even threats might have the 
required effect. I asked why Spaniards themselves could not voice 
to Franco their apprehension that such a policy might well be 
adopted and his answer was that Franco would not listen to anybody. 
I commented that if he would not listen to Spaniards I was not 
sure that he would listen to foreigners either. We seemed to 
consider himself inspired by God Almighty alone and unlikely to 
believe what anyone told him. Senor Ventosa admitted that the 
problem of how to convince Franco was a most difficult and delicate 
one. He recalled in detail his past conversation with Franco, which 
had been abortive. 


6. When he was asked why it could not be possible to announce 
the names of the personalities who would join together to bring in 
the new Monarchy and form a government, he answered that there 
wére two good reasons: firstly, that it would obviously get them 
into trouble with tranco end might possibly lead to their arrest and 
secondly because they would at once find themselves quarrelling 
with all their friends, the Spanish characteristic being one of such 


personal jealousy that every aspiring politician would consider 
himself as the right man to have a seat in the Government. It was 


uch better to keep the list secret until the time came for action. 
irom this I derived the impression that some kind of list already 


existed and that Senor Ventosa himself is cast@ for the role of 
Prime Minister. He impressed me as being moderate and liberal in 
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— | Commmnicates copy of letter dated 24th October y. 
from Pedro de Beitia, secretary of the BasqueHouse 
‘ legally registered for use of members of Basque 7 
colony as Hostel restaurant and club. The 
building hag been sold by the freeholders for 
effices. Asks for help and advise. 
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8, CROMWELL PLACE, 
LONDON, SeWe7e 
Kensington 6841. 
24th October, 194.5. 
Ministry of Works, 


Dean Bradley House, | 
Horseferry R ) 


Dear Sirs, 


I should very much appreciate your advice and assistance regarding 
the difficult situation in which this Club is placed as a result of the 
building being sold by the Freeholders for offices. 


The Basque House was legally registered, with a fully licensed bar 
and restaurant, and residence for the members of the Basque colony, and 
the Spanish speaking residents in London and their fellow countrymen in 
the Allied Forces, On the 15th October 1943, we took the house, 

8 Cromwell Place, S.W.7. on an ei ays for one year, renewable for a 
further year, as & Social Club and Hostel registered in the name of 
Euzko-Etxea. 


We have organised many social and cultural events including a 
series of lectures by the Latin-American Ambassadors, who are honorary 
members of the Club, and also on British institutions by lecturers 
appointed by Scotland Yard, the House of Commons, and various 
Government Departments. The Hostel also provides accommodation for 
Spanish-speaking members of the Forces, Commandos and Pioneers, etc., 
visiting London, At the moment 9 people live in the house permanently 
and 7 others are staying because they have nowhere else to go. 


We have asked to renew the agreement and have been refused, 
We have also applied direct to the Freeholders, without success. The 
Agency told us we must give up the house on the 15th October and our 
Lawyer explained that we could not leave without finding alternative 
accomodation, but an extension was again refused, and we are now 


/expecting 


expecting to be taken to Court over the matter. 


We have been trying, for many weeks, to find another house 
but in the present circumstances it is almost magenta as you 
are aware of the housing situation, 


1 We should be most grateful for any advice or help you’ can 
give us so that we may net: bé:turned out, or failing that if you 
could enable us to obtain alternative accamodatian,. in view of 
the social and cultural work carriéd out by the Club. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Sgd) 


Pedro de Beitia, 
Secretarye 
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With reference to my telegram No. 1669 of the 9th December, 
I have the honour to inform you that in reply to a circular 
telegram to superintending Consuls in Spain dated December Sth, 
requesting urgent reports giving figures for executions which 
had occurred in each since the last report, the following replies 
have been received:- . 


oir, 


Barcelona. One execution during the month of November. 
14 persons believed to be in prison under sentence 
of death. 


Bilbao. None. 
Vigo. Generally believed none. 


Seville. On a report graded B.Z. 28 men were shot at Seville 
cemetery about November c5th and 15 more on 
December 8th. 


Malaga. None. oz men in prison under sentence of death. 


Valencia. Four executions. 


Tetuan. None, so far as is’ known to His Majesty's Consul. 


Teneriffe. None reported. 


O- His Majesty's Superintending Consuls have been also 
instructed to send further reports regularly on this subject, the 
Substance of which will be forwarded to you as on this occasion. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 

oir, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


peer Caeser . 


The Right Honourable 
Anthony Eden, M:C., M.P., 


SUC. , Stc., 6tc.. 
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aa # gaicedo's 8 views on the situation in and future.” 


ransmits copy of a minute recording a conversation 
held by the Press Attaché with the Under-Secretary 
for Popular Education, Senor Salgado, whose views are 
undérstood to reflect those of General Franco. Sefior 
Salgado commented on the tone of British propaganda 
towards Spain, and said that Lord Templewood'’s recent 
criticisms were not taken seriously in Spain, in view 
of British Intelligence Activities in Spain. He also 
discussed Soviet-Spanish relations, Commnism in 
Spain, and the possibility of England and Spain workind: 
together more. Copied Ministry of Information. 
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h Embassy, 
Madr 1 d. 


January, 1944. 


panying copy of a minute by the Press Attaché 
recording a conversation which he had today 
with the Undersecretary for Popular Education. 
The main interest of Sefior Salgado'’s views, 
which follow what are now fairly familiar lines, 
is, as }ir. Burns points out, that they probably 
reflect those of General Franco. 


I have the honour to send you the accom 


I am sending a copy of this despatch to 


4 


the Minister of Information. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest 
respect, 


Sir, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


Cee 3 


The Right Honourable 
. Anthony Edén, M.C., M.P., 
etc. », 6G. , ete... 


I galled on the Under-Secretary for Popular Education with a 
routine complaint of no particular impartanee. Having dealt with it 
in anaes usual cordial fashion, he treated me to a political disquisitian 
which I summarise as accurately as possible as I believe it represmts 
very closely General Franco's mind, The Under-Searectary, apart from 
being a relative by marriage of the Generalissimo, is generally supposed 
to be very much in his confidence « as indeed anyone would need to be 
who was responsible for dressing the shop-windew of the régime. 


Sr. Arias Salgado began by saying that 
lately been an improvement in the tone adopt 


and radio towards Spain. This surprised me 

he had read the reports of Lord Templewood's speech in the How 
Lords and the comments thereon, He said he had but 

Lord Templewood's criticisms seriously. 


every country had sent in its secret agemts and Lord T 

as well as he did that the British Intelligence Service 

in Spain throughout the war. All the proofs had falla 

Government's hands and the Ambassador was committed up neck, 
Twenty-six wireless transmitters of British origin had been hanled in 

by the police, and were still in their safe keeping. As te German 
influence in other directions, that had been die to force of circumstances 
in the past and had never had any deep political significance. 


Why could not people leave Spain alone now to recover and develop 
along her own lines? Nebody seemed to realise the enormous progress 
that had been made by the regime despite the difficulties caused by 
the war. Within the next few months still more important political 
and social measures were to be introduced, including mmicipal elections, 
and thus gradually all the inheritance from the Civil War would be 
liquidated, 


Spain, he said, had nothing as regards her external policy but 
a desire to be on really friendly terms with all other countries. The 
only exception was Russia. Hew could one sit down to play cards with 
someone who habitually cheated? The progress of Russian commmist 
imperialian was terrifying. Spaniards no longer feated commmias ef 
the masses, and Russia herself seemed to have no interest in it. She 
was pursuing far more dangerous tactics, securing key positions in ome 
government after another and thus taking over whole countries almost 
without their being aware of it. 


The prospect of Spein was an alarming one. With Italy and 
Prance morally and materially ruined, there was nothing to stop 
coummistic influences coming right through from Central Burepe and 
the Balkans, where the Russians so obviously predominated. The Anglo- 
had hoped was an effecti 
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ve sacrificed. 


It looked as if Ingland was going 
of Christien civilisatian and Spain too. 
countries come closer together? If Mngland left 
she would at least know how te defend herself, 
over and over again that modern arms could do no 
fighters and Spaniards were born 
division within the country and 
Nothing had proved the feeling of the Spanish 
reception they gave to the invading Spanish 
No-one had welcomed them. They had come in 
the people ready to rise and greet them. It was 
that Spain was so misunderstood by these people 
such as Maura and the other politicians in exile, 
of themselves when they came out confidently talking 


power, 


There was a great deal more in this strain, mos 
and all rattled off with nervous intensity. As may be 
extremely difficult to interpose remarks or to frame a 
be accepted as cogent. If he wanted to know why the Ingli 
with Spain's attitude, he should realise that we considered that there 
were above all moral issues at stake in the war - issues important for 
the whole world, and that whereas we respected technical neutrality and 
indeed had asked for nothing else from Spain, we were not in the mood 
to appreciate moral neutrality. I had never seen a word of blame 
addressed to Germany in the Spanish press in four years, nothing of 
the Nasi threat to Europe nor of Nasi barbarities. He seemed to take 
this point, but said lamely that so mich of what was put about was war 
propaganda and the press had eschewed barbarity stories from both sides, 
or at any rate had never admitted German versions of them except in 
regard to Russia, about which there was nothing too bad to be said. 

I said I thought that it was this gulf of feeling about Germany was 

the one which separated most the British people from the Spanish. The 
Spenish people themselves could not be blamed, as they had never been 
told, but I wanted him to realise that the British people were for the 
present thinking of nothing else but the defeat of Germany, which country 
they hated to the exclusion of all preoccupations about other problens. 


As regards Russia, we had decided that we could neither ignore 
nor oppose one of the most powerful nations in the world, nor hope te 
obliterate a sixth part of the globe. We were intent, therefore, on 
coming to a permanent agreement, whatever the difficulties and sacrifices 
might be. We were far more aware of these than:the Spaniards, who 
apparently did not even trouble to examine the matter in detail, and 
eontented themselves with a negative attitude of blind hatred. But 
we were by no means dispairing of discovering a workable solution, even 
though it might take many years. . 


Sr. Arias Salgado was quite obviously unconvinced, but seemed 
to be relieved at having been able to get so mich ‘off his chest; and 


bad.me a very genial farewell. 
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Falange leaflet circulating in Ye2.epeie. 
Let which 


Encloses in original a Falange 1: 
has been circulating recently at Valbenéia; 
probably produced locally, and indlGntiae eleariy 
that General Franco has to deal now with fanatical 
Palangists as well as Reds and Liberals. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
MADRID. 


102/67/uh. BOth December, 19h. 


pear Department, 


We enclose in original an interesting 
Falange leaflet which has. been circulating 
recently at Valencia. 


The leaflet is probably locally produced 
end is somewhat illiterate. The interesting 
feature about it, however, is the clear manner 
in which it indicates that General Franco's 
enemies are not-.all Reds or even good Liberals, 
but that he now has to reckon with the fanatical 
elements in his own Party as well. 


yours ever, 


Chancery. 


? 
> 
< 
: 
7] 
» 
L 
. 
a 
x 
3 
> 
> 
= 
* 
=) 
ad 
2 
= 
ad 
o4 
vv) 
a 
Oo 
— 
~ 
o 
a 
' 
= 
= 
< 
e 
> 
a 
© 
oO 


Central Department, 
Foreign Office. 


_ BRENTE A LA STTUACION REACCTONARTA. 
ee ee ee ok et me ee me oe oe oe oe me — a e eeH e ee 


_ 


a " 


- @AMARADAS} Camo las mas ndgras horas de EBspafia, monférquicos , clerteahos®) 
masones y judios se han dado la mano para iniciar una campafia defrotista’ 
‘Bl sapitalismo, y.la burguesia sirven los interesesxdel imper ialismo brie <= 
tanico que ha vuelto a pactar con Mosct, cm 

Bs denigrante que en Espafia haya quien se pheate a secundar las mamie 
XMUXMEXMMEM Obras de les agentes britanicos; quien se vende por la migg@ia 
de un franc en una receptién palaciega, por la afloranza de regimenes que 
desaparecieron de nuestra Patria por voluntad- de nuestro Bueblo, 

Aliadas estdn las. oscuras fuerzas de'los enemigos de Espafia en una 
compafida de infamias contra laFalange,Para est Sian servido del Poder, 
Hoy @cupan altos.cargos en la Gobernacién del Estado politicos procedentés 
de los mAs podridos partidos de la dd@recha, del centro y del liberalismo, 
Se han disfrazado de falangistas, HAN VEST IDO NUBSTRA CAMISA Y HABLAN DB ~ 
REVOLUCION, Asi han lograd6, a fuerza de hacer lo contrario de lo que dicen, 
que el pueblo los desprecie y crea-que la Falange es un mito, Por eso damos” 
la voz.de alerta, Nosotros, athie tetas autenticos, les conocemos bien; Por 
m4s que se disfracen, ho Legrardn engafiarnos-, Blios son armadores de todas 
las expediciongs de contrabando, farsantes dé/ todas las situaciones politi- 
ce , Demie sus despachos oficiales, realizan una labor negativa, de sabo@ = 
je, de confusionismo, Asi podeis ver como los organismos que estaban llama- 
des a realizar las mas importantes funciones en el Nuevo EBstado, han fra= 
casdo ; porque los han-asaltado los viejos traideres-del centrismo, @® de la 
Ceda, y desde ahi se vengan &@ e su impotencia, 

Nosotros: ‘les conocemos y aunque nos cueste@ la vida les hemos de dese ring 
carar, Contrael @llos, por la deSenm de la BAAANGE AUTENTICA, contra ; : 
mixt if icacién, ponemos otra vez nuestras vidas en riesgos, para prest -y 
un nuevo servicio a la Patria, oh 

Cuande estos politicos han creado la actual situacién inséstenible o. 
nuestra Espafia; cuando el pueblo esta asumido en las deseaperacidnes y. 
falangistas autenticos andan por los caminos de la Patria torturados d@ 
dolor al ver fallidas sus mas caras ilusiones, los politics traidoses 
mienzan a decir ¥ que la Falang@ge ha dado de sj "Lo qmeten®& me dar", 26 

Vosotros sabeis @e es mentftra y qieremos melo sepa tambien el pu 
entero dd Usnava., La Fal nge ha dado su sangre, lo mas limpio de su j 
por salvar a la Patria de la invasion co mnista, Pero hemos he mo -y ef§ 
la guerra para instaurar un orde nuevo, Y nuestros puntos iniciales, 
estan intactos, En pie esta nuestras afirmaciorws ideales, rubr icamo a 
tra sarmre, para darles curplimierto, estan las palabras de JOSE ANT@ NT bo 
LA FALANGE NO GOBTERYA AUN, Quien ha dicho me hemos fracasado desde A il rol 
no, El fracaso delos polit icos del viejo regimen no nos puede arraste@ | 
sotros estamos al margen, en actitud de cert inela esperando me stra 1 Ora, i 
cuando la Fal ange cobierne. SABERT.O, muches politicos que hoy llevan | e 4 
azul, sufriran el rigor de. mestra jis ticia, Pero hay otra maniobra @ ad 
intenta engi\narme a la a@cion, Se haboa de un Rey, Nosotre recoradg 
las palabras de JOSZ ANTONIO: * Cayo la monarqQuia espanola porde la 
do ya m mijsion, Y nosotros, aunque nos duela el alma, no aT to Rae 
de un solo de nuestros muchos por defender el regimen ‘ caldo," Un Rey 
jero . Siglos de monarquia dejaron en dspalia el analfabetismo, la pow 
la Nacion, La monarquia liberal, perdio las colonias, nos vendio al @ 
Nuestros Reyes liberadores han gober nado al dictado de Paris de Lond? 
jamas han entendido ni gobernado con arreglo a los deseos del pueblos 
tie strss ultimos reyes -Srmados enel molde ingles- se preocupaban s0 
caballos de carreras y de sus cotos de caza, la testauraciom de la mc 
significa: mtregar a Espafia atada de pies @ manos a sus enemigos sec 
nifica que otra vez se alejen de vivir como esclavos millones de esns 
Significa la eliminacion de nuestra Patria del @mnciento de las nad ¢ 
una Huropa nueva, mas humana y ma-s justa, 

Nosotros, canaradas todos, juventides de Espasa, estamos 1 igadoe 
hombres y a los pueblos quenos ayudaron en la lucha por salvar al 2 
del caos, Estamos ligados a ellos pere lazos de honor y de sangre, E 
nuestro orgullos de espasioles, nuestra gloria y nuestro amor estan; 
tados junto al me or Rjercito del mundo, por la DIVISTON AZUL, soler 
Fd ange, flor dé ja juvertud espafiola, Con e1 Sayer eee. saat, el 1 
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_ tograc Jas Po Gepey onas, 
- No olvideis qe la vuelta Ms pave de la no taneiale 4 
r.@ das a nue stro_ dest ino;.¢ .lejar otra vez raging a ori 
be jos ibilidad de grandeza, de present arnos con orgullo y nobleza. : 
. <<" Nosotros, juvert udes de EBs pafia, no toleraremos esto, Somos los que he 
Se oh batido aut art e tres. afios, Somos le Felange autentica, Fo maremps un rseite. 
de combate. o' ntra los er migos secuktares de la Patria, Esta enm ellos nuestro ™ 
honor, @1 pan @ e pooremente comemos cada*dia como espafioles, nuesta2a raneetat 
de mm car rumbos a la Nacion, tna monarqu.ia patente era , Antes caeremos lu cheae 
do en las, calles, , 
Todas las juventudes nos atdendeni y nos: 4 cueno” LA FAIA‘IGE AUTENTICA ES 
* or. VEZ EL CORAZON DEL MAS LIMPTO; MOVIMT ENT Of¢ Btan on nosotres lo¥ aise vuelven | 
@ Rusia curt idos endura lub‘a, AxnuxakA‘los: qe el gloria 0 ger ral Mufioz: Gran= 
‘de, nuestro qe rido camarada, dijo: Marchais a Es pafia, pero yose quei él grito de 
fa mi la. Division. Zul" cue@%.o on todos, para salvarca nw stra deserdciada Eegana | 
somet iffa a.un polit cA, “vacilm te contra 16-que yo me revelo,-Bom tr@ censiderar 
dirigidas a la Falage autentica estas. = labras aqgiei estamos*en pie y os deci mo 
EL ENEMIGO TRADICIONA DB BSPA/A BS INGLATERRA EL ENEMTGO DE EUROPA ES BL COMUNIS-_ 
MO HASTA DESTRUIRLOS A LOS bOS NO HEMOS DE’ PARAR, Los, monarqkicos HAY SIDO PAGADOS 
por Inglaterra para hacerlos agertes suyos, A ellos;se han aliado todas las:gent es 
Sucias insol idarias, traidoras desde la m sonerga | . gran capital ismo, yesat ce 
por el © munismo y la.clerécion, , 
“Gace ae consigna es: POR EL APLASTAIENTO TOTAL vex © KUNTSMO, POR LA RESI STEN CTA 
JOA ABBRTA A LA RESTAURACTON, POR LA DESTRUCCION DEL IMPERTALTSNO BRITANICO, 
_~.Q8-LLAMAMOS AL FRENTE DEL COMB ATE.DE“LAS JUVENTLDES BSPA/OLAS, Venid ay las file 
a la Fal ang @ autentica a la qe NO HA CLAUDICADO, la qe mantidme la bandéega de la 
ee por ‘la jw ticia, Nigun momenta mas @e, sostego, O EL. CAMINO ¢ DEL HUNDIMI ENTO 
} AM TNC DELA LOCURA, Nosotros para salvar a Espaa de is traicion ES COGEHOS EL* 
A TNO DET.A LOCURA, del combaté.de la rebeldia y de la virstoria, .-*, 
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eg) 1724 of 25-4 Drcamlees, 
(C 17€42/26/41-1 ing the subsequent 4 
release of those Ro who were mistakenly — 
: arrested in Madrid, Describes in detail the events | 
No. 806 (of these arrests, and suggests that they clearly 
88/71/44) indicate that the police affairs of rs ba are 
Dated 89th Dec:1944 incompetently handied end that in Spain those whe are 


Received enemies of SO. not necessarily popular. Copied | 
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SPAIN. . January 9,°1945.. 


CONFIDENTIAL. . Section 4. 


[Z 8841 /283/44) .ROHIVES Copy No.. 


Mr. Bowker to Mr. Eden.—(Received 9th January, 1945.) 


(No. 806.) | : , 
Sir, Madrid, 29th December, 1944. 

IN my telegram No. 1714 of the 23rd December, I had the honour to report 
to you that there had been a number of arrests in Madrid of respectable 
citizens suspected of being in opposition to General Franco’s régime, both i the 
republican and monarchist camps, and in my subsequent telegram No. 1715 of 
the 26th December that the majority had been released after a short stay in 
the unsavoury cellars of the police headquarters. 

2. The moral is more important than the tale but, as it is best illustrated 
in some colourful details, which have been obtained by the press attaché, I recount 
them for your consideration. You may agree that they convey an impression of 
Dickensian humanity crossed with badly-learnt Gestapo methods which almost 
defies definition or censure. 

3. For reasons which no one in authority has been able to agree upon, 
various more or less eminent persons were visited in the small hours of the 
24th December by plain-clothes policemen accompanied by armed guards, and 
summoned to accompany them immediately to police headquarters. No reasons 
were given and no warrants were presented: For instance, Dr. Marafion awoke 
at 2a.m. to find his bedroom invaded by police agents and was abruptly informed 
that he was under arrest. He asked to see a warrant, which was not forthcoming, 
and thereupon refused to budge. He reminded his visitors that, for all he knew, 
they were no different from the policemen who had arrested the conservative 
leader, Don Calvo Sotelo, in 1936 in the name of the Government and murdered 
him in the street within a few minutes. The police, at this rebuff, proceeded 
to search the papers on his desk. They picked up at once a card inviting 
Dr, Marafion to dinner on the following night from no less than the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs. With ingenuous surprise they hurried. to telephone to 
headquarters and were apparently told to return and report, leaving their armed 
guards in the hall. 

4. Simultaneously, raids had been carried out on other households; the 
haul was in most cases easier and involved principally lawyers, doctors and other 
professional men. Many of them have been known to members of the embassy 
staff, and to be sympathetic to republican views, or former members of the 
C.E.D.A., the Catholic centre party. Not a few counted Cabinet ministers among 
their friends and left wives to telephone the ministers for immediate assistance. 
The ministers, possibly interpreting the date as the eve of their Waterloo, were, 
however, all away from attending the coming-out ball of General Franco’s 
daughter. 

5. The cells of the ‘‘ Direccién General de Seguridad,’’ or police head- 
quarters, already over-colonised with vermin and ‘‘old lags’” of the political 
underworld, were suddenly invaded by an indignant gentry. They were indig- 
nant, not only on account of their arrest and imprisonment, but because of the 
company they were compelled to keep. Thus, Don Candido Casanueva, a notary 
public and former Minister of Justice as a member for the C.E.D.A. party, found 
himself cheek-by-jowl with Dr. Vega, a distinguished medical specialist of pro- 
nounced republican views, and another who was a leading figure of the opposition 
in the palmy days of catch-as-catch-can parliamentarism.. A former editor of 
El Liberal encountered in his dungeon a young Monarchist disillusioned with 
Falange, of which he had been a founder-member. Their ground for agreement, 
discovered without much difficulty, was a common dislike of General Franco. 

6. There was an interrogation of each visitor by police commissioners, who 
were obviously out of their depth, though by no means without a brief. One 
prisoner was confronted with a letter he had written to Seftor Gil Robles six 
months earlier. It had been intercepted and was thought to have an incriminating 
and mysterious message in it to the effect that Dr. Marafion had ‘‘ found the 
remedy and would soon complete the cure.’’ This was taken to be a code for some 
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2 
political machination, though actually it referred to the doctor's eputimete pro- 
fessional activity to which, as a matter of fact, he now confines himself exclusively. 

7. When the Ministers of Justice and of the Interior had returned from 
their junketing, they had to face volleys of telephone calls from indignant wives. 
They protested that they knew nothing whatever about the matter and proceeded 
at once to secure the release of their closer friends. The Minister for Foreign 
Affairs asked Dr. Marafion to visit him and prostrated himself in humble 


apologies, with which apparently General Franco associated himself by. an earlier 


telephone call. .Sefior Lequerica protested that Ministers could not. be held respon- 
sible for the acts of subordinates and even advanced as an explanation that 
Communist elements in the police had carried out the arrest ‘‘in order to 
discredit the régime abroad ’’! Other explanations, even more Chinese, have been 
given in quite responsible quarters. For instance, that the arrests were 
deliberately provoked so that the police agents involved might be dismissed, 
reduced or otherwise eliminated as factors. This would suit the Military Intel- 
ligence Section, and particularly General Martines Campos, who protests that he 
is hampered by a number of lesser officials belonging to the German pew 
clique. It is said that he had them egged on to making the arrests without the 
knowledge of the Ministers or General Franco, trusting that this excess would 
neutralise such protection as the said officials enjoyed and lead to their dismissal 
immediately or eventually. 

8. The real explanation of these occurrences will remain a mystery in all 
probability. There were probably cases of mistaken identity and of mistaken 
zeal, but the small nucleus of serious intent appears to have been directed againsf 
the more moderate republican elements and representatives of the C.E.D.A. It 
is said that these were suspected of being involved in negotiations with Don 
Miguel Maura in Paris and that the rash prophecies and boastings of the latter 
had brought them this trouble. . 

9. As far as the rest.of Madrid is concerned, these events have pushed 
home two truths which unhappily had been long since evident: first, that the 
police affairs of the country are handled with almost incredible incompetence, 
and secondly that in this country to be an enemy of General Franco is not 
necessarily to be a friend of anyone else. 
| 10. I am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Lisbon and his Excellency the Governor of Gibraltar. 

I have, &c. 
JAMES BOWKER. 
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In my telegram No 1714 of ‘the 23rd’ He daiber I nea: ‘the 
honour to report. to you that there nad been a ‘pumber of .arrests 
in Madrid of; respectable. citizens suspected of: being in opposition 
to. General Franco's régime,. both in the‘ ‘républican and monaréhist 
camps, :and in my subsequent telegram No, 1715 of the~26th® Déeember 
that the mejority had been released after a short sty in ‘the 
unsavoury cellers. of the police headquarters. 


Se The moral is more important than the tale but,°as it 
is best.iilustrated.in some colourful details, Which have been 
obtained. by the Press Attaché, I recount them for your consideration, 
You may.agree that they convey.an impression of Dickensian humanity 
crossed with badly-learnt Gestapo methods. which*almost defies 
definition or censure, 


3. - For rea@pns ines no-one in authori ty has been’ able to 
agree upon,: various. more or less eminent persons-were visited in 
the smali hours.of. December. 24th. by plain-clothes policemen 
accompanied by armed: guards,.and summoned to accompany them 
immediately to police headquarters. No reasons were’ given and no 
warrants were presented. For instance, Dr. Marafion awoke at 2 a.m. 
to find his bedroom invaded by police-agents and was abruptly 

_informed, that. he. was. under arrest. He asked to see a warrant, 
which was.not. forthcoming, &nd thereupon refused to budge. He 
reminded his.visitors that, for all-he knew,- they were no: different 
from: the policemen who had arrested, the conservative leader, Don 
Calvo’ Sotelo, in 1936 in the name of the- Govérnment and murdered 
him in the street within. a féw. minutes. The police, at this 
rebuff, proceeded to. search the. papers on his desk. They picked 
up at. once a card inviting Dr, Marafion to dinner on the’ following 
night from no less. than the inister for Foreign Affairs. With 
ingenuous surprise. they, hurried to telephone to headquarters and 
were: apparently, told to return and report, yeaving tes) armed 
gers in the hall. ; ore, oc 
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. deri Simultaneously raids had been carried out’ on other 
households; ; the haul was in most cases easier and involved. 
principally lawyers, doctors and other ‘professional men. Many of 

. them shave: been known to members of the Embassy staff, arid to be 
sympathetic to, republican views, or former memberé..8f the -C.E.D.A., 
the Catholic centre party. Not a ‘few counted Cabinet Ministers : 
among their friends and left their wives to. telephone the Ministers 
for aimmediate assistance. The Ministers, ‘possibly interpreting a 
the date as the eve of their eriloo, were, however, all-aweay from _ 
attending the coming-out bali of General Franco's ‘daughter. ee 


5. The / 


‘The Right Honourable . 
Anthony Baden, M.C., M.P., 
etc,, etc., etc. 
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5, °fhe cells ofthe "Direccion Géneral de Seguridad" 
olice headquarters, aiready over-co ~ sed with vermin and 
"old lags*® of the political % etworldas e suddenly invaded by 
an indignant gentry. They” were indt giant” not only on account 
of their arrest and imprisonment but because of the company they 
were compelled to keep. Thus Don Candido Casanueva, a Notary 
Public, and former Minister of Justice as a member fr the C.E.D.A. 


“party, ‘found himself cheek-by-—jowl wtth Dr: Vega, @ distinguished 


medical specialist of. pronounced republican views, ‘and anéthér who 
was.a leading figure of thé. opposition in the ‘palmy days ‘of 
catchsas-catch-can parliaméentarism: “A former editor of “El. Liberal" 


enceuntered in his dungeon a young’ Monarchist @isillusiened- with 


Falange, of which he had béen a founder—member. Thetr ground 
for agreement, discovered without much difficulty,‘ was’ a’ ¢ommon 


dislike of general Hranco,.. 


6. There was._an interrogation ‘of each’ visitor by 
police-commissioners, who were obviously out‘of their dépth, 
though by neo means without a brief. . One pri'soner-was confronted 
with a letter he had written to Sefior Gil Robles six months 
earlier. It had been intercepted and was’’thought to-have-an 
incriminating and mysterious message in it to the effect that 
Dr. Marafion had "found the réemédy and would’soon complete the 
curs", This. was taken,to be a code for some political macthination, 
though actually it referred to the Doctor's ‘legitimate professional 
activity to which, as a matter of’ fact, he. now confines himself 


exclusively. 


Ts When the Ministers of Justice and of the Interior 
had. returned from their junketing, they had’ to face’ volleys of 
telephone calls from indignat wives~ They protested that’ they 
knew nothing. whatever about the matter and proceeded at once to 
secure. the: release. of their closer friends, © The Minister for 
Foreign Affairs asked Dr. Marafidn to visit him and prostrated 
himself in, humble; apologies, with which apparently General Franco 
associated himself. by; an earlier telephone call." Seficr Lequerica 
protested that. Ministers could not be held résponsible: for the 
acts of subordinates and even advanced as an explanation that 
Communist: elements in the. police had carried ‘out the arrest. 

"in order to discredit the régime abrdad'!-~: Other explanations, 
even more Chinese, have been given in quite responsible ‘quarters. 
For instance, that the arrests were deliberately provoked so that 
the police agents involved might be dismissed, reduced or otherwise 
eliminated as factors... This would ‘suit the Military. Intelligence 
Section, and particularly. General Martines Campos, who, protests 


. that he i@:shampered by a number of lesser officials belonging to 


the German-Balange clique. ‘It is said that he-had them egged 
on to-meking.the arrests. ‘without the knowledge of the Ministers 
or General Franco, trusting that this excess would neutralize 
such protection ag ‘the said officiats >: enjoyed and lead: to- ‘their 
dismissal immedidtely dr “eventually, ~ | 2 


8. The / 
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8. The real explanation of these occurences will 
remain a mystery in all probability. There were probably cases 
of mistaken identity and of mistaken zeal, but the small nucleus 
of serious intent appears to have been directed against the more 
moderate republican elements and representatives of the C.E.D.A. 
It is said that these were suspected of being involved in 
negotiations with Don Miguel Maura in Paris and that the rash 
prophesies and boastings of the latter had brought them this 
trouble, 


iil 


9. As far as the rest of Madrid is concerned, these 
events have pushed home two truths which unhappily had been long 
since evident: first, that the police affairs of the country 
are handled with almost incredible imcompetence, and secondly 
that in this country to be enemy of General Franco is not 
necessarily to be a friend of anyone else. 
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10. I'am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Lisbon and His. Excellency the Governor of Gibraltar. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 
Sir, 


Your most humble, obedient Servant, 
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HIS Majesty’sChargé 4' a ) 
Oy: compliments to HW SeSaF'e | Bs 
and has the honour to transmit @ him the under-menti 
documents. 


licference to previous correspondence : 


C_ | 
Medrid Despatch Noe 770 of 12th December 1944 


Description of Enclosure. 
~ 


Name and Date. ~~ 


,° 


Subject. 


Copy in transl ation 


Organic law establish 
of Law of 25th Novemb 


r ing the composition 
1944... and functions of a 


Council of State. 


3479 21952—1 (4) 


LAW OF 25TH NOVEMBER, 1944. - Organisation of the Council of state: 


Preamble:- 
The Law of Tenth February nineteen, hundred’ and forty 


recognised the necessity to restore to ite functions the Council 


of State, and provided for its organisation on a temporary basis. 


In view of the expediency of fixing definitely the composition 


end functions of the Highest Consultative Body of the Nation and, 


further, bearing in mind that a Law of organisation should embody 


in its articles the spirit of the new Stste and be in accord 
with other State Laws promoted by the latter, in accordance with 
the proposal drawn up by the Spanish Cortes 

I direct thet 


Article 1. The Council of State is the Supreme Consultative Body 


of the State, in matters of Government and Administration, 
It shall take precedence, after the Government, before 
all other State bodies. 


Article 2. The Council of State will function in Plenary Sessions 


and as a permanent Commission. 

For the preparation of the business with which it has 
to deal, whether in Plenary Session or as a Permanent Commission, 
the Council will be divided into Sections. 


Article 3. The Plenary of the Council of State will be composed of:= 


First A President; Permanent Councillors and a Secret ery-General 
—— --—— ae 
second; The following ex-oficio members:- 
a) The Primate of all Spain. 


b) The Vice-Secretary-General of the "Movement" (Falenge). 
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The Chief of the Supreme General Staff. 


The Attorney-General. 


The Rector of the PRA VODa DA of Madrid. 


The Director of the Institute of Political studies. 


g) The National Delegate of. syndicates. ; 
Re: ‘The Director Generel of the court of Litigation. 
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Third Seven Councillors freely appointed by the Head of the | 


‘~~ 


, , 


State from among persons of the following ‘ranks :— 
ex-Minister 
Archbishop or Bishop 
National Councillor 
Lieutenant-General (Army) 
Admiral 
Lieutenant-General (Air Force) 
Diplomatist with rank of Ambessador, 
Councillors included in paragraph 3 will. hold office during 
three consecutive years and are eligible for re-appointment. 
All service carried out in the rank of Councillor of State will 
count in the reppeétive careers, and there will be no age limit. 
The Head of the State and the Ministers may attend the Plenary 
sessions of the Council and take part in discussions when they 
consider it expedient. 


Article 4. The Permanent Commission will be composed of:- 


The President; The Councillors Presidents of Sections and 
the Secretary-Generale The latter may speak but not vote either in 
the permanent Commission or in the Plenary. 


Article 5. The President shall be appointed by the Head of the State 


from among persons who hold or have held one of the following 
appointments: - 
First Presidency of the Cortes 
Minister 
President of the Council of State 
President of the Supreme Court (of Justice) 
Captain-General (Army or Navy) 
President of the Supreme Council of the Army and 
Navy of the High Court of Military Justice or 
the Supreme Council of Military Justice. 


Seventh High Commissioner of Spain in Morocco. 


Bighth Permanent Councillor of State with five years’ 
office. 


Article 6. Permanent Councillors are appointed by the Head of fee 
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O-@:- from emong persons who hold or have held one of the following 4 
renk:- a 
First Minister 
S@€gond National Councillor 
Third Councillor of State 


Fourth Chief Legal Adviser to the Council with two years’ 
active service in the rank. 


Fifth Professor of a University Faculty of Law or of 
Political and Economic Science, with five years' 
active service. 


Sixth General belonging to the Legal Corps of the Army, 
Navy or Air Force. 


Seventh Civil Servant with rank of "Jefe Superior de 
Administrecion Civil", or its equivalent or the 
highest rank in Technical, Facultative or Special 
Corps of the Public Administration, with two years' 
effective service in the rank. 


Eighth A member of the Academy of Moral and Political Science. 


Two of the Permanent Councillors must proceed from the 
Corps of Legel Advisers of the Council of State. 
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Article 7”. The Council of State shall have —- ss s minimum - six 


sections; this number may be increased by Decree of the Presidency 
of the Government, issued sat the suggestion of the Permanent 
Commission of the Council of State itself, when the volume of 
consultations demands it. Business will be divided among the Jectio 
according to the Ministries from which the matters proceed, or 
according to the nature thereof, in the manner defined by Order 

of the Presidency of the Government issued at the suggestion of the 
Permanent Commission of the Council. 

The President may form extraordinary Committees, composed of 
the Councillors and Legal Advisers of different Sections when, in 
his opinion, the nature of the business requires it. 

Sections shall have as Chairman a Pvermanent Councillor and, 
in addition to him, will consist of: a Senior Legal Adviser, and 
the fubther Legal Advisers required according to the importance 
of the business or the number of consultations. 


The appointment of each Councillor to his pre tion’ will. be by. 


sek ba Appointment. ase a Sa 2 oa 
Le ) ae President of the. ‘Dever? of State shell aes up 
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}@e ’ genda for the Plenary Council and preside thereat, except 


in the presence of the Head of the Government; he shell preside 
atdthe sessions of the Permanent Commission; and authorise all 
official correspondence; all Seetions of the Counei will come 
under his authority, and he shall be the Council's representative. 


Article 9. The office of Permanent Councillor is incompatible with 


any employment in the active Administration excepting that of an 
educational character, with the profession of lawyer, and with employ- 
ment of any kind with Concessionary companies; Companies holding 
contracts with the Government; or holding or administering monopolies, 
or in public works or services of a national, provincial or 

municipal chsracter. It will be compatible with membership to the 
Cortes. Permanent Councillors and the Plenary are, further, obliged 
to inhibit themselves from taking cognisance of any matters with which 
they have had dealings or of interest to entities in whose manage- 
ment, consultations or administration they may heve teken part, either 
themselves or any member of their family to the second civil degree 

of relationship. 


Articie 10. The President and Councillors shall receive emoluments 


according to their ranks, as fixed in the General Budget Law of the 
State. They shall be given the style of Excellency. 

Permanent Councillors may not be removed from their appointments. 
Nevertheless, by Decree of the Presidency of the Government agreed 
upon at a Council of j‘inisters, they may be removed on justifiable 
grounds after having been allowed to state their own case and after 
the Plenary of the Council of State has reported thereon. 

For their attendance at Plenary Sessions, Gouncillors who do 
not belong to the Permanent commission Shall receive fees as laid 
down in the Regulations. 

Article ll. When the appointment of President is vacant, or in his 


absence or sickness, the President will be replaced by a Permanent 


Councillor in the order of the Sections. 


Article 12. The duties of the Corps of Legal haviaeik to the Coyne ss 
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Ce: the Corps of Official. Lawyers (ouerpe de 655 ame 
del Consejo de Estado") will in future be known, will ie ‘the 
examination, preparation and editing of draft reports on’ business 
coming within the jurisdiction of the Council. ) 
The emoluments of the Legal Advisers to the Council of State 
will be as laid down in the Economic Law of the State. 
The establishment of the Corps of the Legal Advisers to the 
Council of State will consist of the following ranks:- 
One Secretary-General 
Six Senior ("Mayor") Legal Advisers of Sections 
Six senior lawyers 
Four senior lawyers of the 2nd promotion 
Four senior lawyers of the lst promotion 
Four jJunior ("de ingreso"(newly appointed)) legal advisers. 


Article 15. Vacancies in the Corps of Legal Advisers will be filled 


as the result of competitive examination. Promotion will be by 
strict seniority. 

The Secretary-General will be appointed at the Government's 
free choice from among Senior Legal Advisers ("Letrados Mayores" ) 
with two years' effective service in the office, at the proposal 
of the President of the Council of State after consultation with 
the Permanent Commission. 

The offices of Secretary-General, Senior Legal Adviser and 


Legal Adviser are incompatible with any appointment in the active 
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Administrsetion except 70f “th educational character. They are also 
incompatible with the profession of Lawyer in questions of State 
Litigation. 

Legal Advisers with a minimum of two years’ service on the 


Council may be placed in the situation of “voluntarily surplus to 


establishment" for an indefinite period at their own request or on 5 


passing to another appointment not in the free. gitt of, the —— 
Those who on entering this situation have completed at least ten 
years’ active service in the Corps will be eligible for promotion’ 
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Pe. they were on active service. 
Article 14. The Technicel-Administretive corps. of the Couric il of ‘state 
will carry out the functions peculiar to Administrative officials: 
Admission to the Corps will be by competitive examination and 
promotion within the Corps by strict seniority. / 
The Corps will consist of:- 
1 Chief ("Jefe") of Administration, lst class. 
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Chiefs of Bureau | ist class 
: ‘ . end class 
; “ : 3rd class 
3 Senior Clerks ("oficiales primeros" ) 


Apticie 15. The Council will have a librarian and an archivist, 


both of which will belong to the "Facultative" Corps . 
Article 16. Reference to the Council in regard to the following 


matters is compulsory:- 
lst. All draft-Laws which, owing to their great importance 
and repercussion on the Administrative life of the State, of the 
Nation or of National Economy, the Government considers should be 
referred to this High Corps. 
2nd. The interpretation of State contracts and adninistrative 
guestions of great importance. 
3rd. The interpretation and carrying-out of International 
Treaties and Concordats with the Holy See. 
uth. The discharge of Permanent Councillors. 
5th. All matters which, according the Taw, fiuat be 
referred to the Plenary council of State. 
Article 17. ‘The Permanent Commission of the coiticl). of State. mast 
be, peenaal bad +n regerd. to the following wai ae 
Ry “Orders. of generel daiterest issued by the ‘Government © 
for’ the epplicetion or exeeution of the Budget Laws can 


end others of an essentially "fiscal" character, ‘s 
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and in such other cases as stipulated in the Law of 

Administration and Accountancy of the Public Treaspry.. 
3. Queétione of competence, conflicts in regard to juris- 

diction and authority, between divers’ liinisterial 


Departments. 


4. Hearing of grievances to which the Law of Eighteenth 


March nineteen forty-four refers. 


5e The interpretation, Conclusion and revocation of 


Administrative contracts, with the exception of those 


which, owing to their great importance, the Head of the 


Government or the President of the Council of State 
consider should be referred to the Plenary Council of 
State. 


6. General regulations issued for the application of Laws 


even when, for reasons of urgency, these may have been 
brought into force provisionally. 
7e The concession of honours and privileges for which 


the Law requires the Council to be heard. 


8. Questions relative to the interior order of this High 


corps, and in particulsr on the preparation of its 


Estimates. 
9. All questions which the Law requires to be referred to 


the Council of State without expressly stating that 


the Plenary Council must be consulted. 
The Council's Report on cases of hearing gwievances shall 


take the form of a dratt resolution with full enumeration ~ 


of circumstances and substantiating facts. 


Anticle 16, ‘the Council of State may lay before the gévernment. any. 


proposals they gonsider opportune. on any question of general 


interest, or. for the: better eiceames of the Adninistretion, whieh 


‘itn it ve ‘the feporting. 
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“Permanent Commission may be consulted on any avast ~ D ices when 

~ gonsultation may net: be ebupulwery - when. in the. ‘opinion ‘of the 
Head of g$he State, of the Government or of one of the Ministers, 
BSueh reference is considered to be advisable. 

In cases in which the Law requires the Council of State 
to be consulted, these will be referred to the latter by the 
Minister concerned. 

The Council of State shall report on questions which - 
elthough according to this Law they are of the competence of: the 
Permanent Commission - the Head of the Government or the President 
of the Council of State consider should be referred to the Plenary. 


Article 21. The deliberations and resolutions of the Plenary Council 


require the presence of the President or his delegate, and at 
least half of the Councillors thereof, and the Secretary. ‘The 


Chairman shall have the casting vote. 


Article 22. When,.in the despatch referring a case to the Council 

of State an urgent report is called for, the President of the Council 
of State, in view of the neture of the business, shall fix the 
shortest time-limit possible for the despatch thereof. 


Article 23. Questions on which the Plenary Council of State has 


reported may not be referred to any other Corps or Service of the 
Statee Those on which the Permanent. Commission has reported may 
only be referred to the Plenary Council of State. 

The Plenary Council of State, the Permanént Commission Z 
end the Sections may apply to the Ministries - through ‘the President =) 
for any information they consider necessary. ‘In. special eases, : 
and through the intermediary of the Ministry which submitted the case 
for consideration, persons not bel onging to the council may be 


invited to give written or. verbal information on technical matters 
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on which they are known to be competent... 
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be expedient, these may appear before the Council. 
Avitole.§ « ‘Procedure for the Sessions and work of the coune i. 
of State will be established in the Reguisti one, its traditional 


routine being maintained as far as possible. 


Transitory Article No.1. In the event of an increase in the number 
of Sections, it will be understood that there-sheli be similar 
increase in the number of Legal Advisers "Mayores'. "de Séeccién", 
"de termino" and “de ingreso"; this Law being odnpidered as the 
authority for such increase under the terms of No. 7 of the 
Order of the Presidency of the Government, of thirtieth September 
nineteen forty-three. 

In the event of an increase in the number of Sections 
of the Council of State, the number of officials of the Technical- 
Administrative Corps of this High Corps will likewise be increased 


at the rate of two per Section; this Law being considered the 
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authority for the increase of establishment to which reférence is 
made in Noe / of the Order of the Presidency of the Government of 
thirtieth September nineteen hundred and forty-three. 


Transitory Article No.2. While there is no Lieutenant-General in 


the Air Force, the office of Councillor of the Plenary, referred to 
in Article 3 of this Law, No. 3, sub-paragraph (f), may be filled 
by a Major-General of the Air Force. 


Additional Article. The rights of the Corps of Legal Advisers and 


of the Technical Administrative Corps of the Council, recognised 
in earlier regulations - although not mentioned in this Law, shell 
be respected. Likewise effect shall be given to orders declaring. 
persons to be "surplus. to establishment" and to applications for 


re-instatement authorised at: the present GAmee 


Final Article. Abt measures. contrary to the: provisions of. this. 


@ 


Law are hatha rescinded. 


Issued at Bl Perdo. on. the twenty-fifth 


Noveuber nineteen’ hundred “and | forty-four. ec et 
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Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 
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nom Mae Dee 


No. 23 (77/3/45) 


Dated 4 5th Jan. : 


Received 24th Jan, 
im Registry 19456 


Z: Spain. 
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in Fe f his: ; ry 7 7: 24 
escribes a recent deve. ‘vegarding tt 


| teaching of istory in Spanish secondary sch cols 


which it ap s that anti-British and anti-Unite 
States tashuanth ons of 14th April, 1939 are being 
suppressed by the. Minister of Education, Feels that 
this is an example of the more friend y attitude of 
Spanish educational a thorities and states that 
Professor Starkie is looking out for my other false 
and prejudicial teaching about Great Britain. 


Last Paper. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 


{ 
: MADRID. 
- 15th January, 1945. 


No. 23 
(77/3/45). 
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Sir., 


7 -thave''the hohour to report. anointeresting» development 

_whiéh has*recehtly® taken Dlace: regarding, the teaching, of. history 
in the sécondéery sourese 8 (Colégios de. la -Eneohanse Media). in 
Spain. . Of / va ef 

2e Under the instruc tivive Of. thine Ministry. of ‘Hducation . 

teachers in sll the secondary schools are bound to make théir 
teaching of history and history text. books conform with certain 
guiding themes or "cuestionarios” which sare laid down in the 
official regulations. By an Order of the 14th April, 1939, for 
the teaching of British enhd American, history the following 
"cuestionarios"™ were set out:- 


SERA YEAR HISTORY COURSE 


British Empire = {ts egotistical character, exploiter 
of inférior peoples.- Agression against the Boers.- 
Shameful treatment of Indias Its materialistic 
nature, commercial ana finencial. - The present 
instablity of the British Empire. 


The United States of North America The materialistic 
nature and inferior nature of North American 
civilisation. - Its lack of moral unity. - Its 
financial immorality. The moral superiority of 
Hispano-—America over North America. 


These hostile and highly offensive “cuestionarios" were actually 
still in force up to a very short while ago and were brought to 

the notice of Professor Walter Starkie, the representative of the 
British Council in Spein, by a friendly Spenish professor at the 
Madrid University because he thought that they were unjust | 
and cast a serious reflection.on both Great Britain and the | 3 
United Stetes of America. ‘ ! 


356 


Acting on Professor Starkie" s one s98 the Spanish 
professor(who wishes. to remain anonymots) wrote to the Minister 
of Education quoting the rodaetiousrtoa™ and pointing out’ thet. 

if they remained in force they would endanger cordial relations 
between Great Britain and Spain. . The professor duly received a 
reply stating that the "cuestionarios" referred to hed been ce 
published beforé the present Minister of Education had been -— — 
appointed and that accordingly he had no responsibility whatever | | 
for their inclusion in the Official Bulletin. The. Minister went — +r 
on to say, however, that he had some while ago given a private... 
order that the “cuestionarios” couched | as Meith as an ‘wbeolntedy. An 
hostile terms, should be ioc Ramtec ey fae ae: ee 
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fri®naily attitude> adopted: towards us bythe Sepre eh. eouasttonel 
* guthorities” as. already. indsoa ted: in my despateh.No.. 79l,of ... 

the 20th Déeeémberi194).-' Meanwhile) Professor, Star ants ee N 6,90. the 
look-out tes any other similarly false and pre jud al ft aching 
about @reat Britain which may be found in the arte atx, 

of ‘Spanish Universities: and. schoelss: - : : 
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FROM 


No. 30 (24/7/45) 


Dated q 9th Jane 7 
Recetved 24th Jans, 
in Registry } 1945-6 


Z: Spaine, 
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a eaite cone at fete fexvtgh Bo. “hetaite at 
of 19th Jeuary | © Ministry f reign | 
that no replies have been received to Enbas 


Falange activities, j 


abate. ‘thet persons re ible should be teken a 
task and prevented from a ng their authority and 
that activities o agents should be prevented, __ 
Copied to Barcelona, Malaga; Bilbao and Vigo. 


Last Paper. 
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HIS Majesty's Chargé a‘ 
presents his compliments to th 


s at Madrid 


and has the honour to transmit 


documents. 


him the under-mentione 
British... BMbassy., ae 


Madrid. u A 69 


19th. January.,, 1945... 


Reference to previous correspondence. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


— — = 


Copy of Note Verbale Unneutral activities 
No. 84 (21/6/45) of of Spanish authorities 
19.1.45. from H.M. and Falange. 

Embassy to Spanish 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 


Copies sent to Barcelona, Malaga, Bilbao 
and Vigo. 


3479 21484 (4) 
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iis Kajesty’s isbasey present their compliments to the 
attention to thi fect that they have so for rébet¥ed bo bubetentive 
sobentian, 1260 of cétiber maf, 1810 of catia tra, itt ‘or 


the “fadbtey of 6 eumber ie ‘Widen’ venéll' tak WibilesSE'tn areerens 
parte 6f tpein, faverving the fidlure of the Iocal épanish 
authorities of of mecbers of the Paleagé te eoaftre their attitade 
to .pife*é avolonred polieg of teutrality, 9 sach ofee the 
winietey were reqtested to ensure that the “,aniah authorities or 
asters of the Falenge concerned were suitably reprimduded, 
ta Vie Geottine, eo aunbér of firthér inétadbd’d etefler to 
past, heave Geeurrea sad a selection Of word atrikiag exsnyples af 


ae 


~ - _ 
ba . ‘ 9 | 


these is given as follews:<- 

oe septeeBer 11th « eenseing letter was addreases by the s0- 
enlled Grupos de sectén of José Antenid Pius de cavera, to the 3 
sanageneat ef the se¥oy Cinede st sepobleah. Gclteining Veiled — 
thireste which w0Gld be pet into wftwet 4F in thet Cieeme aewe files 
continue’ to be Shawna contaihiag shoteksaphs of sixdea orige or 


tf ay use eco wade whatectver éf illicd sablens, 
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in the coupes of @urrent eocramees. photestet” soo of thte 


hae Sie 


letter, aarked 4., i138 ettashed herete. he ds 
te Gc tever & Tetter, evidently cae of many 

of whiot o yuleteetat oepy te 1s eaoloeed, marked B., me 

te xaedid, 
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fie Majesty"s )sbagay presoat their compliments to the 
kiaistry of Foreign Affaiye and hive Vie bond ¥b invite rete 
attention to the fact that they Rawe oo for reeelved to bubsteative 
replies to thedr'wotes Aes. 18 of vepteeber l4tn, from Jah 
vebentian, 1862’ of cotter Ons, 1276 of Cotener Gra, 1546 oF 
( oteber Ltn, and 1465 cf Koveuber 10th, ie whieh they lafeormed 
parte Of Spain, favelviag the failure of the loos) ‘ipanish 
authorities of of micbers of the Peleags te confers their attitade 
to .pate’sé declored policy of tevtrality. In each eee the ; 
sinietey were requested to ensure that the igeniah authorities or 
ceubers of the Falenge concerted were suitably repr! 

Ia Vie GeaGtine, o amber of furthér instanées simfler to 
those #hich have beea the subject of the iatuasyts jretedte ta the 
past, neve Geeurred aad a selevtion of moré atrikiag eiemples of 
these is given aes follows:< | 

Ge oepteeber 11th « upnceing letter was addreases by the so- 
enlled Grupos de .ectén of Jos$ Antenté iPiue de udvere, to the 
sanagomeat of the sePoy Cineds st Bapceleah. Ocateining Velled — 
threats whieh would be pet into efivet Af in that Cinene aews filme 
coutiqued to be show ecatataiag jhotetaphs of iilieé origin « 
If eay use wes wade whatecever of i1licd exblens, 
letter, antked 4., 10 attached herete. . 
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the Kelange aid ex-meubers of the Bive Ofvigiom, conbeiming the 
Line Tiewre Ivredeate.” s6 a8 


J > . 
m , 


iadienticn of the Palenge orjgin of this Leaflet, it should be 
(4% bere the words “idielen de.kandos" in the 


. 
o 
. 


of the 


Cad 


sireeciga Gengral \is Turismo of GreGade, whe iscidentally is a 
Cermen aational, Heap hicerde tieyer, sbuses the position which he 
oceupies in an Officih) body of the jpasigh Qoveranest ie order to 
distribute Jermen prep ; » nendigg out te all vieitere bulletias 
ead pamphlets of which the examples shich have de the past reached | 


the imbasey tsve been generally atueive and inmegrurate in their 
statenente. vhe Kiaietey wll ao doubt alec be evere thet uerr 


ss 


ayer i@ alec i rofessep of Sagjiah ead Geramm in the “Oeatro de 
Sasefianga de Paliange.” 

ut gon the Pelaage Gietripeyed 16 ceteber leeflete, of wateh 
sunples are one loves hereia, marked 6., sad which the imbasey heave : 
_Feason to believe are of Gercea of 
Aptinddated by the eegreteny Of the Lodyl bramen of the >.2.0. sate 


canselling the propesed showing of the Bhitiah film “Sangre, suder 
although 1 hed clready been UElled to be shows on 


AYVi IV BE REP AVUULEY FAVIVGRAPRITUCALL YT WlEinVUul PERM! OO} ON 


CUPYRIGH! - 


Cermem Matictal, Herr Kinard: Kayer, shuses the poaition whigh he 
cecupies in an effieias body of the <peniah Government ia order to 
diatribute .<rmmo propaganda, hatdiag out te 913 yiphters bulletins 
ond pamphlets of whieh the exaaples whieh heve-is. tw pest reashed 
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the ishesey have been geasrelly ebueive oud iagnourate in their 
etatessate. the Aiabetey #412 ab Geubt alec be sware tact Aerr 


keger 18 uheo )rofenser of baglich wad Gerwan ia.the “Segtzo de 
Lasefenze ¢@ Peliagge." 


‘ ste, Of which 


resentiy ender the @tapices-of the -peaish 
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be aden thet the eage consists of a grap! 


waderaeath which are eritten 
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being cireulsted widely to echockaneters 1a Spata <& forn of 
will dowbtleas agree is nce thea 
usually: pe¥aiokous and one whéeti in the interests-of “pentsn 
eduention sisoe they wil} to & , 
‘The ktipasay have ao’ $iek te. 


over jpele. It ae thedr puypésc, nowewer; 14 eentigaiag to bring 


instances such ua these listed above ta the npties of the Kiniestey, 


_ 


to make Glen to thie that the Spesigh Soverameat’s eleim to be 


» 


pursuing a % Of nevtrality ia ‘phe savepeen war is etthep aot 


wader stood or £6 aot-taken seriunals ted Reawd 
aethorttiés. © ee ree To 


“The Enbssey-have the honour cade dguda to request that 
effective metiures should ‘be taken to requtr 
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FROM Mr. Bowker 


Madrid, o Mr. Hoyer 
Miilar. 


No. 


Dated 19th Jan. 1945 . 


Received 


in Registry 25th Jane 1945. 
Z: Spain. 


Encloses copy of a letter from Mr. Farquber. , 
Barcelona, describing a recent conversation with the 
Civil Governor, who gave his views on the British 
“Broadcasting Corporation's attitude towards Spain and 
expressed the opinion that Allied insistence on 
anconditional surrende@ has osepegeernes the German 
nation. There was a recent articie in a Madrid paper 
pointing out the futility of air reprisals between | 
Germany and the Allies and the Czechoslovak Charge d' 
affaires was told by the Under-Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs that Germany would never be beaten.Describes 
en article in‘ABO' of 6th January on the same point. 


Most Spaniards seem to be thinking on these lines. 


Last Paper. 
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Cre 
Z 1 223] British Embassy Ut | 


OR JAN 1945 Madrid. 


i9th January, 1945. 
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I enclose a copy of a letter from Harold 
Farquhar at Barcelona describing a recent conver- 
sation with the Civil Governor. 


We have been on the look-out here for anything 
in press or conversation on the lines of Correa's 
remarks about unconditional surrender, but so far 
there has been little to report. Not long ago one 
of the Madrid papers published an article with a 
Swiss dateline purporting to show the futility of 
reprisals and counter-reprisals in air attacks 
between nations (Germany and the Allies) whom the 
Spaniards had hitherto regarded as enlightened, and 
to continue to fight each other uselessly regardless 
of the real danger which was threatening them from 
the east. 


A short time ago the Czechoslovak Chargé 
a'affaires was summoned to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs by the Under-Secretary, who subjected him 
to a three-quarters of an hoursspeech to the effect 
that Germany would never be beaten and that sooner 
or later it would be necessary to have a negotiated 
peace. 


The "A.B.C." of the 6th January gave the 
following supposed dialogue between an Allied 
diplomatist and a Pole. 


/“The 
F.R. Hoyer Millar, Esq., 
C.M.G., 0.V.0., 
Foreign Office. 


"The Pole, ‘What is the end eimed at with 


the dangerous prolongation of 
this war?' 


The Allied Diplomatist, “We have to conquer 
Germany. This must come before 
all other problems, which can be 
settled at the close of the war.' 


The Pole, ‘I think that this is perhaps the 
great error of the United Nations. 
You know that on both sides of the 
ocean men are growing disturbed 
about those who are really going 
to benefit by this war. Who the 
latter are you and I know perfectly.'" 


While there have been these isolated instances, 
it cannot be said that there has been anything as. 
yet in the nature of a campaign. Correa's remarks 
are,of course, reflected now and then in conversation 
with Spaniards, but they represent the lines on which 
numerous Spaniards of his type are thinking and there 
is no reason to suppose that they are German inspired. 


oceter e240 
\ fae (Scr bet 


British Cone wWlate-General, 


Ta reel onae ys 


I enlie: om the Civil Governor yesterday to give 
im Vernon Dartiett*’s articles on Spaine i imagine 
that they haye given little ple sure to the “panish 
Gevermmont, but Corres himeel f cannot complain of what 
was Said about hime tn fairness to vorchy I 
explained that “the companion sho interrupted ny 
thoughts asc wo were driving through a littic tow on 
the const and saldie f skicvied bBaily here during the 
last ‘epublic.n retreat to Trance; ekiddecd on humn 
blood; one had to get out to push the bodies aside" 
vas Derehy, (who, as a matter of fact, went in 
different car on the following day). 


2e AS weal, Correa indulged in a *tour 
d*horizon". Tf it had been an“unofficial neutral” 
holding the same language, I wuld have reported on 
the conversation with reference to your telegram No i 
Sireular of 6th I:nuary. 


S$. ‘the conversation started off by his 
complaining of the increneingly bitter Prese war going 
on at the present moment and of the hostile tone of o@ 
BeBeOe tee ates What hai the “Spanish Govermsent com 
to deserve it, etc, ctee? gave him the stock reps 
along the lines of your telegram No 1655 to PeeWee OF | 
6th December, 1944, to the effect tmt Great Britain’ 
had got a little tired of dealing with a Goverment — 
which, even wien they promised to meet our grievances, 
never managed to get the nocessary orders exceuted oF 


the. 
Hede Bowker, “qe, : 
bndr id. 


the subordinate officiale concerned. weeurances were 
given in mdrid that certain practices would stop and 
orders to this effect were assumedly given, but they 
neyer seemed to get very fare I alee eaid that, 
speaking perftonally, it seemed a pity that the Spanish 
Geverment should go on pumping out the antiquated 
doctrine that ‘Germany was the only bulwark against 
Communi om. There scemed to be almost too much of Don 
wuixoete in this rigid attitude of undying gratitude to 
the Gormins, just because it had suited them to send 
for their own purposes the Condor legion into Spain in 
1936, thy not look facts in the face and realise that 
it was more in the interests of the Germans than the 
Russians t» create lawlesoness and disomier in cvyery 
country in “urope. i wuid not mind betting that at 


the prezent moment there were probably more Spanish 
"RNecs* in the pay of the Gestapo than in the pay of 
the Bolsheviks, 


4e He then went on to develop his main theme 

whieh me to the effeet that everybody who had com 
back lately from Germany told him the same story - 
namely, that sllied propagani« - particularly ‘merican 
prepaganmia =~ and our insistemee on meondit ional 
surrender had united the German nation in a way which 
had surpassed the hopes of the Nazis, i sorgenthau’s 
scheme for a purely agricultural Germany; the airy 
way in which the Allied Press cut up the ekin of the 
bear before they had caught it; the various schemes 

for truncating ‘ermany, Such ae gast Prussia and 
Silesia for the Moles, and Yestphalia ani the Riinelani 
removed from German control, etc. etes hai maic the whole 
German nation come to the conclusion that they would 
rather be hung for a sheep thana lamb, The sllics 


should/ 


/ 


ux Od 


echould bear in mind, he went on to say, that there wae 
no German Government which, having ace@ ted unc mditional 
surrender, would survive for more than a daye ‘The 
Allies would, therefore have to occupy a country with no 
Government at all, where anarchy wk disorder were 
rempant ard where guerilla warfare would be bound to be 
carried on by all the irreconcilable elemmts, ‘the 
lifes in such conditione would probably want an army of 
five millions to occupy the country. He would hate to 
be the Head of Uslele ie te and have to cope with the 
feeding, ete. of seyonty million Germans, ail of then 
hoetile and none of them prepared to help. '® quite 
understood that we could not swallow our words and treat 
with Itiitler, ‘limaler anc the rest of the gang, but if 
only we stopped talking about wmeconditional peace and 
offered a “roaconable" peace « to be negotiated with a 
more acceptable Government - it would not be iong before 
the Germans themeelves changed their Covermnent. 

yould it not be better to came to terms with a Government! 
headed eay by rnundstedt, thereby saying cundreds of 
thousands of lives and sparing Nurope from a plunge into 
what would be far woree than the “ark Ages’ 


De i made no attempt to interrupt this monologuc 
beyond rermrking at the very ew that I believed he was 
not the only one to hold such views, ami timt nothing 
could alter the fact that eventually the overwhelming 
superiority of the ‘lilies must lead to the utter defeat 


of Germanye 


Se It would not surprise me if you have been 
getting the same sort of thing in Madride i thought it, 
however, worth while reporting thie conversation at some — 
length because Correa is fairly close to franco who, in 


spite/ 


British Cons ulate-General, 
Ta real onde 
ilth Jomuary, 1945. 


L, > 


I enlle: on the Civil Governor yeeterday to give 
‘im VYernom Dartiett*’s articles on Spaine i ne 
that thoy heye given mig oy yee to the * sh 
Gevermmont, but Correa himeel f cannot compiain of what 
wane Said about hime tm fairness to rorchy I 
explained that “the companion whe wei ny 
thoughts as wo were criving through a littic tom on 
the coast and saidie I skicded balily here dur the 
least "epubliem retreat to Trance; skidded on 
bleed; one hai to get out te push the bodies aside” 


was Derchy, (wid, as a mtter of fact, vent in 
aitterent ear on the following day). 


Be AS weal, Corroa indulged in a "tour 
d*horizon". Tf it hai been an“unofficial neutral” 
holding the same language, I wuld have reported on 
the convoreation with reference to your telegram No i 
Siveular of 6th tanuary. 


2. ‘The conversation started off by his 
complaining of the increasingly bitter "rese war going 
on at the present moment and of the hostile tone of our 
BeBeCe OtGe Gtee What hai the Spanish Goverment cone 
to deserve it, etce etese? gave him the stock reply 
aleng the lines of your telegram No 1655 to Pe. of 
6th December, 1944, to the effeet tt Great Sritain 
had got a little tired of dealing with a Goverment 
whieh, eyen when they promised to meet our grievances, 
never managed to got the necessary orders enone ae 


Kede Bowker, BGes c : 
British Anbas sy, ae 
mdride 


‘ 


the subordinate officials concerned. eeurances were 
given in mdrid that certain practices would stop and 
orders to this effect wore acowm givon, but they 
neyer seemed to get very fare 1 alco said that, 
spenking peortonnily, it seemed « pity that the Sponish 
Gevermont should go on pumping out the antiquated 
Gectrine that ‘Seormany wars the only bulwark against 
Communi or. “here seered to be almost too much of “on 
wixote in this rigid attitude of undying gratituie to 
the Gorman, just becaure it mc suited them to send 
for their own purpeses tse Condor Legion into Spain in 
1936. “hy not look facts in the face and realise that 
it wao more in the interests of the Germam than the 
Ruscians t» create Iawlesoness and disomier in cvery 
country in “urope. i wuld not mind betting that at 
the precont moment there were probably more Spanish 
"Tecse* in the pay of the Gestapo than in the pay of 
the Holehcyiks. 


‘Le ‘fe then wnt on to develop his main thome 
wiieh wn to the effect that ovrybody who had com 
back lately from Germany told him the same story - 
namely, that wWiled propagani« - particularily «merican 
nropagania - and our insictm@mec on unconditional 
surronder had united the German nation in a way which 
had surparsed the hopes of the Nazis. Hsorgenthiau’s 
scheme for a pursly agricultural Germany; the airy 
way in which the Allied “yess cut up the skin of the 
bear before they had caught it; the various sehemes 
for trunenting ‘ermany, such ae Sast “russia and 
“tlesia for the oles, and “estphalia ani the Mine lani 
remoyod from Jerman control, ete. ete. hai maic the whole 

Serman nation come te the conclusion that they would 
rather be hung for a sheep thana lamb. Tre “llics 


should/ 


LL 


chould dDear in mind, he wnt on to say, that there was 
no German devernment which, having ace@, ted uncomditional 
surrender, would survive for more than a daye The 
Allies would, therefere have to occupy a country with no 
Govermment at all, where anarchy ax disorder wre 
rempant am where guerilla warfare would be bound to be 
carried on by all the irreconcliable elements, the 
iiies in such conditions would pmbably want an army of 
five miliions to cccupy the coumtrye He would hate to 
be the Head of UslleNe ice te amd have to cope with the 
feeding, ctee of seymty million Germans, ail of them 
hostile and none of them prepared te help. '™ quite 
understood that we could not owallow our words an treat 
with ‘itler, "immer and the rest of the gang, but if 
only we estopped talking about umconditional peace and 
offered a “reavenable" peace « to be negotiated with a 
more acceptable Government - it would net be long before 
the Germas themselves changed their Goverment. 

jould it not be better to eae to terme with . Goverment 
hended eay by Twndstedt, thereby snving swamdrede of 
thoupands of lives and sparing “urope a plunge into 
what would be far worse than the “ark Ages’ 


De ‘ made no attempt to interrupt this monologue 
beyond romrking at the very ax that [I believed he wac 
not the only one to hold such yiews, am tiat nothing 
could altor the fact that eventually the overwhelming 
superiority of the Allies must lead to the utter defeat 


of Scrmanye 


Se It would not surprice me if you have been 
getting the came sort of ¢ in Padride 1 thought it, 
ovnever, worth while reporting thie conversation at some 
length becawe ¢correa is fairly close to franco who, in 


! cpite/ 


spite of his professed love for an‘ “organie democ racy” 
is not ply averse to becoming the adwyoente cf 
the lost enue of to 


talitarianiom. 


Te m the meantime it may be of interest to recor 
vory shortly the genorni state of spinion here in 
Mm reeclona at the ond of the yoare I think it ic fmir to 
say that very few Spaniarde, including the ecucated ones, 
have any idea of the enormities perpetrated by their 
Govorrmnen t « Twy reud continually in the “ress that 
their Goverment is perfect and that their ¢ udillo is 
aimoest a Ged, and in te enc quite a lot of this rubbich 
soaks into their minds anc romins theree The rosuit 
fo that even in proeAllicd circice they are fecling a 
little hurt ani rebuffed. They think that the long 
lapses of time which has ensued dDefore appointi a new 
mvasgador iz a bit of a snub. They are a iittie 
worricd oyer our late ‘mbacsador’s speech in the House of 
Loris an’ they are wondering whether his strictures on 
Spain, or r ther om life in Spain umder the shadow of the 
Gestapo, m2 net inspired by NeleGe ani that he was 
speeially put up; they are at a less to understand what 
the Be Ce is driving at and eyen the Left cay that it 
siyes far too much importance to the views of political 
exiles who thaye been much too long away from their 
country. Tinally, ac a minor irritation, Yornon 
Martlett*’s articles, or rather tie garbled “panish 
trangiation thercof, tiave enunec a certain ancunt of 
resontne nt e 


(Sgd)} HAROLD PARQUHARS 
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FROM Mr. Bowker, 
Maarid, 


No. 37 (88/6/45) 
Dated 20th January, 194! 
Received 29th Jamary,; 

in Registry 194 . 


Z: Spain 
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Political arrests in Madrid. 


Refers to Madrid despatch No. 806 of the 29th 
December, 1944 (Z 381/233/41), and reports a further 
similar series of arrests, when the Marques de 
Eliseda, son of the Conde de los Andes, one of Don 
Jua chief advisers, was arrested, and joined by 
Alfonso Garcia Valdecas'as, Professor of Law in 
Madrid University. Their release was eventually 
secured by Senot Areilza. The two men were apparently 

arrested through being linked with certain 
monarchist leaflets. 


Copied Lisbon. 
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( 88 76/Ls ). 


Sir, 


I have the honour to report thet there occurred yesterday 
what promised to be a repetition of the series of arrests and 
releases reported in my despatch No. 806 of 29th December, 194. 
In the small hours of the morning of the 18th January a 
regular cordon of police surrounded the house of the Marqués de 
Eliseda and he was told that he was under arrest. The 
Marqués is the son of one of Don Juan's chief advisers, the 
Conde de los Andes, and represents the younger and more active 
branch of the ionarchist groupe When visited by the police 
he telephoned to the Ministerfor Foreign Affairs and to 
General Vigon, the lfinister for Air, both close personal friends. 
They shrugged their shoulders down the telephone and said they 
could do nothing against orders coming from another authority, 
so the Maraués soon found himself in the cellars of the . 
Direccién General de Seguridad. He was joined shortly afterwards 
by Alfonso Garcia Valdecasas, Professor of Law in Madrid 
University, who had only recently returned from a nine months' 
exile to which he had been sent for organising the monarchist 
petition to General Franco, reported in Lord Templewood's 
despatch No. 211 of 28thMarch laste 


2. AS usual no reasons for the arrests were given and 
the only effective appeels were from influential friends to the 
various lfinisters. In the end Senor Areilza, a member of the 
National Council of Falange in close touch with General Franco, 
through an all-day campaign with the Minister for the Interior, 
secured the release of both the gentlemen within 24 hours of 
their imprbsonmente It appears that the arrests were due to 
a denunciation to the Falange “Investigation and Information" 
branch linking the accused with certain monarchist leaflets 
at present in circulation. All the Ministers are as usual 
very indignant and apologetic and this little incident is one 
more proof of the haphazard and irresponsible methods of the 
present Spanish police organisation. 


I am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Lisbon. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest respect,Sir, 


Your most obedient humble Servant, 


‘The Fi Benoceiey Ant hi: 


a ; ee : é 
Fw oe -e ’ oe g™ , 
tea 


“9 a) . » Note ws « is - re a tt 5 ; +h 
. f . Ms . . s) wf 2 é ” 7 i 

hid as Fi a i -¥ Pe . 7 eke eh, “uh. rm, as - ee tt ¥ 

Ber ae : a ee a aids >< MER NE ee 7 Sep: Pia Mas we t 
eh 3 yer ra : pi =; i. Br w fais s ee pean nAlrs it 5 a are : x ve 7 ‘ vf " 

Shae ar ie, et ae 2 a » sac . = aD a ; . 

- Ore? Nf epee © Set ae . 7 . es . 
R ; —— 


+ 


a 
- - 
o 


/ 


/ \ | Tae TP"WAR CABINET” 
~~ 7 1399 [av en G ORGE ATREFT, 
agp / Oe fan UT S.W.1. 
I U ae = j i 


alas 6s fe 


Bn 


wwiVr 


wwe Trew Ff Ff CU PGP 


A 8 4 eS 8 hee ee Se bh, See 5 


oS Ge? 


‘iv we 


rw Ff 


WV Ft Maree 


Copy of a letter written in Madrid, 7th January, 1945, 
but posted in Portugal, from a Spaniard aged 36 who is 
by birth and tradition a monarchist, and who has been 
up to the neck in Spanish politics all his life. He 
was an ardent follower of Primo de Rivera. 


————E—OO—— ee SY SE ———EEEEeEeEeEeEeEeeee 


For two years almost you have not heard of me 
nor have I known anything from you, I hope that both 
Toby and you are perfectly well and also your four 
children, 


Both Teresa and I wish you all a very happy New 
Year, and we of course hope that you will win the war 
in 1945, 


In your last letter (April 1943) you said that 
you expected that I was by now an important statesman. 
Well I may be knocking at the door of the house, but at 
present I am in the street uncomfortably. I do not 
quite know if you understand whist I mean. I was a 
national counsellor of Franco, as you know, but the 
first time I gave advice I was promptly dismissed, 
After that Franco sent me in exile to one of the small 
Canary Islands. i lived there for many months in a 
small village with no telephone and only one boat a 
week to communicate myself with the peninsula. The 
letters took two weeks in coming and going from Madrid, 
My prison island was the tiny “Isle de La Palera?” miles 
and miles from the Spanish Peninsula. 


One day two policemen came to my house and I was 

put inte prison a few days afterwards accompanied by a 
ee the whole time. I took a boat to the Canary 
slands. 


When I was arrested I was never told the reason, 
asked any questions, nor was I able to demand an 
explanation. You can imagine what respect Christian 
individual rights get in Franco's actual regime when I 
am treated in this way considering 7 circumstances. 
That is, my social and political position, my personal 
Cyto cage Age tag some of the ministers, the high posts 

I have held in the State, etc., etc. Think what can a 
poor unknown fellow expect when I am treated in this way. 


anes, ta fue thde I premina a acca ee 


Be Sat ai enc eee 
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the Duke of Alba, Spanish Ambassador in London, 
demanding a change of policy and the restoration of 
the Monarchy. Franco dismissed some of the people 
who signed the document, but not Alba, as he did not 
dare to do so lest he would not find a better 
Ambassador under the circumstances, 


Of course, I am not the only one to have been 
persecuted, Many other monarchists have been in 
exile and still are. A few months ago, three 
conspicuous professors of the University of Madrid 
were sent to exile because a document of loyalty to 
the King Don Juan was addressed by the Universities, 
These three professors were supposed to have been 
the leaders of the monarchist intellectual movement. 


The only possible regime in Spain is the 
Monarchy, The National Movement and the civil war 
Came as a consequence of the disaster and chaos 
which the republic brought to Spain. Every decent 
person joined the army to fight the anarchist and 
socialist repiilicans who mrdered, burnt churches and 
led Spain to‘the utmost disaster. 


> Fr Crewe Ff F TPT’ wai VA 


Unfortunately Franco instead of restoring the 
Monarchy, as everybody expected, set up a sort of 
personal fascist regime and was evidently pro-fascist 
and pro-Hitler, 


When we saw the personal tendency which he was 
taking, many of us gave signs of alarm, Then 
persecution started, 


7 Our King, Don Juan, who lives in Switzerland 
gave a manifesto, which perhaps you know, saying that 
he was neutral and would never come to Spain as a 
fascist King as Franco wanted, but only as Kimrof all 
the Spaniards. Don Juan is the son of King Alfonso 
and Queen Victoria. 


This regime cannot last, although Franco now 
pretends that he has never been pro-German, and pretends 
he will set up a constitution for Spain. The Monarehy 
will be restored eventually, because every Spaniard wants 
it. Even republicans are now monarchists as they saw 
for themselves what a hopeless failure the last republic 
was. Only socialists and communists want a republic, 
and even they would be content with a Monarchy which 
would mean justice, peace, order and work for everyone. 


I have written a book about Authority and Liberty 
which I am sure you would like. But you cannot read 
Spanish and besides I do not know when I shall be able 
to publish it. 


wreremvy rt F CAM OOIUR 


7? Werke & F 


ee oe | 6Uvrl 


I see a lot of the people in the British 
ae ener and I was a great friend of Lord Templewood, 
the last Anbassador. He invited me to a b . dinner 
as soon as I came back from exile. 


I. am giving this letter to somebody to post 
in Portugal. When you write to me, which I hope 
will be soon, do not make any comment on what I 
am now writ to you. . Please, for the leve of 
God, or I would be sent again to some other small 
island that Franco would choose for me, or somthing 
worse, Tell me about yourself and amily speak about 
my visit to the Gan Islands as of a tourist. Now 
I seem not to be molested. I want to go to England 
but I do not know "I will be able to get a passport 
from the government. 


5 
re 
- oo” Sel 
a ae 


1945 


ie’ oid JAN Yeh 


2 | ~f ¥ " ( " 
Registry 2 1976/233/42 | Ponoee of British film "Blood, Sweat and Tears 


Number : 


TELEGRAM FROM Gives message for Ministry of Information and 


British Broadcasting Corporation, reporting that 
the ‘British film "Blood, Sweat, and Tears" has been 
bammed in Almeria, and that the Civil Governor 
joined with Blue Divisioners and Falangist youths 


Dated 
ow 26th Jamary ,1945) 31, terror campaign on the cinema owner. 


Received 29th January, 
in Registry | 1945 


Z: Spain 
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British Vice-Censul 
Ne. 3 ' 96th January, 1945, 


26th January, 1945. » 7el0 Mem 27th J , 1945. 
(Via Admiralty 


Sssss ? 
Fer Ministry Infermatien and 3.3B,C. 
British film "Bleed Sweat and Tears" which was 
anneunced fer te-night has been banned [1 greup emitted] 
Civil Gevyegner ee-eperated with a threat and terrer | 
campaign [1 greup emitted] en cinema ewner by Blue Divisieners - 


and Falangist yeuths,. 
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DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1. 


TO FOREIGN OFFICE ATES BS 
Mr, Bowker 
Ne, 77 D. 5.04. pem, GMT Slst January 1945 
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General Engpco!s speceh of 23rd January to the 
sh 
Registry ) ee | 
Number (2 1560/233/41. Transmits summary of speech made on 23rd January 
by General Franco to the Third Syndical Council, 
FROM Mr. Bowker, when he also addressed briefly the representative 
Madrid. of the Spanish railways, in order to counteract 
No 64 recent distress catised to railway workers. 
| (1/15/45) Employees were forced to attend the Council, as the 
shops were shut. Comments on the speech, which 
Dated 27th Jan.1945 | 
extolled the economic su@cesses of the regime, and 
Received 


| gave a warning about postwar exporting reciprocity 
in Registry end Feb. 1945 Copied Lisbon and Gibraltar. 
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“~® | hs BRITISH EMBASSY, “% | 


MADRID- e 


ie 7 P 1560 Tenuery 1945. 


(1/26 /u5ge ° FER kK 
Sir, : ate 
I have the honour to transmit to you herewith a full summary 
of a speech delivered by General Franco on January 25rd to the 
a 
Third Syndical Gouncil. 
2e On the same occasion General Franco also delivered a brief 
address to the representative of the Spanish railways. The 
purpose of this address was doubtless to counteract the distress 
which hes been recently caused to a number of railway workers 
by a series of sweeping cuts in the principle railway services 
throughout the country, owing principally to the shortage of coal. 
5e¢ On the morning of the speeches all shops in the centre 
of }liedrid were closed and the employees required to attend, with 
the consequent exasperation both on their part and on that of 
disappointed customers which seems generally to accompany such 
manoeuvres by the Falange bosses. 


4. The speech of which the summary is enclosed, is in 


General Franco's familiar vein of complacency and unreality. It 


wes very long, of no particular significance, and devoted principally f 


to extolling the success of the régime in the economic field 

in the fece of the difficulties resulting from war and the misdeeds 
of the Republic. Perhaps the most interesting passage was the 
warning, presumably eddressed to the United States of America, that 


countries must buy from those who buy from them and that any 


idea of exporting without reciprocity in the post-war perniad is° 


imrealizable. The speech ends on the favourite note that Spain is 


an oasis in a desert of @ivil strife and communism. 


_ The Right Honourable 
, Anthony Eden, MeC.w,y MePey 
= etc. » @tc., etc 9 
- FOREIGN OFFICE. 


ae am copying this despatch ess the enclosure to 
His Excellency - | | 


His Majesty" s Ambassador at Lisbon and/the Goverios of "Gibraltar. 


. 


I.have the honour. to be with the 


highest respect, Sir, 


Your most obedient humble servant, 
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“the Sedphé head b6°esl fea" ana: there was 4 great ‘shortage ofhib6od- 
oye, uffs 52 £odd-stiuffs snd “raw material had td* be imported: yehile 
there* was “not enough foreign currency ‘in hand to pay forcactenth 

part of what-was needed. "AIT thisein the midst of: the Breatest 


war of witich men ‘éver- dréant". 


t " 


the steps takén’in the industrial. Field: +6 abe Sri tn ‘this 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
MADRI De 


88/7/45. 22nd January, 1945. 


In your letter of December 18th (C17105/312/G) you asked 
for any further information we might have about the "Spanish 
Gestapo" in the Ministry of War referred to in our telegram 
No. 1669. 


When Lord Templewood used this expression we think 
he must heve been referring to the counter-espionage side of 
the Alto Estedo Mayor, which might be regarded as working on 
Gestapo lines. There is in fact no "Spanish Gestapo", although 
the Alto Estsdo Mayor is notoriously in close touch with 
the Germans, and we hsve every reason to believe that many 
individuals in it have long been in receipt of German money, 
which has influenced their attitude and sections. Perhaps the 
nesrest thing to the Gestapo in Spain is the “policia de 
investigaciones" which has imitated German methods snd organisation 
Since before the Nazis came to power, and which has been particu- 
larly Nazi in its methods since the visit of Himmlertto 
Spain in 1941. 

> 

With regard to the new wave of political arrests you will 
by now have received our despatch Noe 799 of December 26th 
giving further information on the subject. Since then we have 
heard from Granada that five more men were sentenced to death 
where and shot on November 29th. Barcelona on the other hand, 
reports that during the month of December there were no executions 
and that the fourteen persons mentioned in our despatch No. 799 
as being believed to be under sentence of death have been 
reprieved. Bercelons have also learnt (but we have no confirmation 
of this) that there are to be no further executions for 
political offences. 


Finally, and in reply to the last paragraph of your letter, 
the twenty nine executions mentioned in our telegram No. 1669 
were additional to the ll executions at Alcala which we had 
already reported in our letter of the 18th November. 


Yours ever, 


nie 
C16 «+» 


(C. Bramwell) 


Garren, Esae, 


Foreign Office, 
Se W. 
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British Embassy, 
Madrid. 
SOth Jamyery.g 11945. 
CS 
Sir, { 

With reference to my despatch No. 65 of today's date 
enclosing a copy of a record of the Military Attaché's 
conversations with General Kindelan and General Aranda, I have 
the honour to send you the accompanying copy of a semi-official 
letter from Brigadier Torr to the War Office summarising the 
conclusions which, in his view, should be drawn from these 
conversations. 

3. I agree generally with Brigadier Torr's conclusions. As 
regards the political aims of the Generals, I think it probable 
that, at any rate, the senior group, conscious of the many 
difficulties in the way of bringing about a change of regime, 

regard themselves primarily as a nucleus which would be able to 
ensure the restoration of the Monarchy in the event of circumstances 
bringing about the removal of General Franco. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 

Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


stil 


The Right Hoacureble 
hony Eden, M.G., MLP., 
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I for@ard you herewith for your information copies 
of the reports eae See ey Sree Bereneeee on my 
latest conversations with Spanish Generals, Z theo you 
night like to have the following swremry of my a ehidion ona 
crawn fron these conversations + 


le After izy interview with the Chief of Steff, us I 
stated at the end of ay report, I decided tc obtain the vicws 
ef one or two other genior Generals, of cifferent types, in 
order to round off the impressions which i had derived from 
Veneral Sarela-Yolino. I accordinsly visited my old friends 
Senersis Findelan and Aranda. 


Re These three make an interesting trios Carctia-Valinoa, 
eunll, dapper, « martinet, at 46 is one of the younrest maj or- 
renerains in the Spanish Ary. A tireless » except 
when old stomach wounds from the Moroccan Warn periodically 
cive him trouble, he isa respected by his Staff but not loved. 
lie is capable, hard, and subitious in an opportunist way, 
with no political idealisu,-—- indeed he is not the type to 
{ndulce in abstract thought on anythingte - As Ghies of Stefl, 
he is in u position mf to wield great influence,-~- although in 
Spain it is the @irect command of troops that cives a General 
power when it comes to a political showdown. 


Je jeneral Tindelan isa the camplete opposite. lie is 
arn envineer officer, 66 and rather old for his age. of con~ 
templati ve, even philogsopnic, nitume, ie ia a disiliusioned 
wan, Ceveid now of personal ambition, but ctill imbued with 
relisious and sormrchial ideali an. ue has the rare abd lity, 
for a Spanterd, of taking a detached view of thingse is 
cays of action are past, but one can immcine hits in the one 
of a Cispassionste and realistic ‘elder stategman' -- althouch 
not in this rogine, which has tried to win his active mpport 
by offering him only recently ae plece in the Council of State — 
an offer which he refusede | } 


he Seneral Ayvandsa is another ee type. iis 
ace (56) is midway between the otha two. — yo dl 
ambition of Garecla-Valine with twice his ciate 
acientifie attaimmente of Kindelan without his Baath y or 
calm. ie is an uneqapulow intrisuer, and unmesually 
indiscreet even for a Spaniard, Hie sonewhat, unsavoury 
business ce yay ey makes him unpopula r with many of the 
best officers yot aduire the creat "tl Soret iheten 
and sifee of Seacetllt 3 eiah he uiemue- inthe Serta y 
and the coolness and bravery in action which saved Iwiedo 
anc Won him his ‘lauresdet. In aptte of has appearance 
which suggests a ent Moor, he is physi rit, 
pi esas Palas by wy: Liga og te keep him prs 


a 


o* 1? 


osent Gay Spaims anc. ih tla. be Go0ery, ther 
of the situkt om, which, compared and 
& out briefly an follows. 


LT ALY be Vil Sey To es ‘ eis. 5 Pi0, {ies oe oe 7 na inn 


=a ‘caabitise fs r dis position 
of the forces beyond the rly Ang wien, aw ogutva prot Fs to te chaeen | 
Civirlons anf include practianliy the prtillery and trans- 
port avellable in metropolitan Sprite... Sone 5 Sexes are under 
Franco's own commend, and it wis on ‘imitietive thet they 
vere sent there, hie motives being (a) reo O21 (>) internal. 
{a) Prenco thinks that sooner or the - Hus sieng and 

he Prench ee af might give to=date o to a 
Civision or vo of Sponkeh "Ma in Prance ar. ite then 
to invade Catalonia, there joining up with the ers rapara= 
tist® and formine sa sort of bridgehead -in Dagtern apain from 
which to foment liepublican: agitetion-ageinst the régime. The 
Spmhish Army haus no weapons.with which to take on euch eae foree 
oh equel terms, co mut rely for defence upon sheer weizit of 
muerte - , | 3 

(b) ‘thie disposition of farces aleo answers a possible 

comestic need. in the event of unrest, or worse, & re in 
Spain, FPromso would prefer to have his best unites canmentrated 
arc: sox whichever he wiehed vO the scene of actign, rather 
than cepeondon whatever troops tant hnerale) heppened to be 
in the CLaatfected Re 


: iiont of the Generale, inclucins 
) , #e now convinced of « forthcoming allied 

vhctanye Ghere they <iffer, io thet many of them fear a 

ngercus, amd detrinuerital Laolation for Spin if peace finds 

‘ranco ori Palange still in powess #hikie franco complacent ly 
thiniss thet it will eult-the allies’ teak to have a quiet arn 
orcerly Sprain, that they will not interfere in Speints internal 
polities anyway, “and that that beinc eo he can carvy @n as he 
is intelfinitely. At the worst, he thinks time he conk’ save 
himaols by sacrificing FPelange. The result fs thet groups of 
lenerelge who take e more realistic view are fecling sbout for 
sone way of setting ric of Peleange, am Franco too if necess 
Two prinmcips] croups are formingte (a) of oicer senior Oenerals, 
and (b) @i younger nen i2eaded by derclea-VYalifiea. The first group 
Jack réal power: by not beins in possession or v2ll the keye-corrmre 
ie main motive force of the es is Gercime-Yalifio's personnal 

wibt tions and both are hemilcepped because Franco suspects win? 
te coing om and is manooquvring akilfully to kesp the most influ- 
entinl posts for acherenta of his that he cen depand ofts ; 


(a) Most of. the Generals feal that the future 
rust, pein dcepente on the presen’ syeten being replaced 
by a constitutional ~ ‘Thoy realise, however, that at 
the prerent there is no dividual sufficiently powerful, or 
group surfictently wascksed, to brins « reetoration aboute : 
|) These Gonerals realise that a restoration 
needa 4 politieal background, am therefore politicians; but they 
can find nong@. that they have eny-respect far, in or — of Beasts: 
Pexcept O12 Robles andi Ventosm. Heamhile i 
the Aoapublican side, har had a | eeege succes in rnsitbre th 
a thousand or so of his agente Spalte — 
{co} The Generals, are Li in the eti 
manoeuvring for G fae pestle Me group however bas ourrt 
peck ssane, ag se oe owen tie pe "Te 
Af it dic-cometo a show of force the ove te . —p 
that it ie highly wmilikely that the Amy-it olf, 
Aled on to co so, would fire on their fellow « ne, 
for ing, for Prenco, ar ee ee 
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Regist r al note n Cottincillor f Spanish 
Vente % 1616/233/41. WeOar apni as, est are peso ots. 0Fs 0% Spanish 


FROM Mp comers Refers to Madrid despatch No. 770 of 12th 


: December, 1944 (C_17751/26/41). Transmits short 
No. 465 (1/10/45) biographical note’ on twelve of the newly 
| appointed Councillors of the Council of State. 
Dated 24th Jan., | Admiral Moreu, also appointed Councillor, 

ie ; appears in the 1942 personalities report in 
a Ragsry| seen «| REPS oe spateh No. 61 of 16th March, 1942 
(C 36¢¢ /41) 
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BRITISH a1. B. 


No. 45“ ae ‘7616 


(1/1 5) 2uth January “MP4s. 


sir, 3, FER 105 
With reference to my despatch No. 7/0 of the 


12th December 1944, regarding thé reconstitution of 


= 


the Council of State, I have the honour to transmit 
to you herewith short biographical notes on tweive of the 


newly-appointed Councillors. 


U 
<e Adwniral MOREV who has also been appointed 


Councillor appears as No. 60 in the personalities report 
which was transmitted under cover of Sir Samuel Hoare's 


despatch Noe 81 of March 16th 1942, of which I hope to 
C 306 4/aleqpu 


re forward shortly an up-to-date version. 


5- I am sending a copy of this. despatch to His 


Excellency the Governor of Gibraltar. 


I have the honour to be with the highest respect, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient humble Servant, 


The Right Honourable | 
Anthony Eden, MeC., MeP.; 44 
' Poreign Office, 
Se W. 5 
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F EZ SOTA 


President of the Council of State 


Born at Cadiz in 1899. His father was a surgeon in the Navy with 
e practice in Jerez de la Frontera. A close personal friend of 
General Primo de Rivera and femily doctor, the children of both 
families saw much of one another in their childhood. José Antonio 
Primo de Rivera (founder of the Falange Party) was five years younger 
than Fernandez Cuesta. They were on terms of very cordial friendship 
tempered somewhat by the respect of the younger towards the older. 
Fernéndesz Cuesta studied lew at the yom > of Seville where 
he took honours and seemed destined to a brilliant legal cereer,. 
Then as later he distinguished himself by his extraordinary gift 
of memory rather then by pure intellectual attesinments. He entered 
the legal corps of the Navy and today holds the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel. During the dictatorship of Primo de Rivera he obtained ~ 
through the influence of the General - the post of Notary Public 
at Cifuentes (province of Guadalajara) which he occupied until the 
outbreak of war (July 18th, 1936) Ferndéndez Cuesta had married 
Dona Carmen Naverro, a lady belonging to the aristocracy of Seville 
end heiress of a large fortune. There are two daughters. The new 
President has two brothers: Wemesio, who is a Colonel of 
Infantry, end Manuel, a journalist, editor of the sporting newspeper 
"MARCAZ. Their relations with Raimundo are not exactly fraternal. 


In March 1936 Reimundo, together with the other members of the 
"Junte Politica” of Falange was arrested. He attempted to prove to the 
Court thet as Secretery he was not strictly ea member of the "Junta". 
It was said at the time thet he strove to place responsibility on 
others, perticularly on Primo de Rivera who, he seid, was ma@é 80 
the outbreak of war found Reimundo an inmate of the Model Prison 
in Madrid. He wam soon transferred to Alecalé de Henares where he 
managed to conceal his maternal surname Cuestae The chenge of prison 
probably saved his life. In september 1957, Serrano Sufier from 
Selamanca began to negotiate the exchenge of rernéndez Cuesta which 
was effected in the following monthe Passport, safe-conduct and 
escort were provided by Don Indalecio Prieto, then ea member of the 
Republican Governments. Actually there took place a long and 
cordial conversation between the two in the Minister's room. Many 
versions of this conversation are current but most of them reflect 
the pusillanimity of the one and the sagacity of the other. 


Fernandez Cuesta made hig first political speech at Seville in 
November 1937 and in the same month was appointed National Secretary 
of the first National Council of Fal e. At Christmes of that year 
he went to Reme for the purpose of visiting King Alphonso XIII} 

Don Alfonso Garcia Valdecasas, National Councillor, Sefor Lépez 

Ibor, a well-known mental specislist and the Marqués de les Marismas 
(a pro~-German member of the “Renovacién Espafiola" (Monarchist) Party. 
Subsequently Count Ciano informed Serrano Sufler of the meaning of 
these first overtures for the restorstion of the monarchy, Later, 

Fernéndez Cuesta lost no opportunity to meke known his furious anti- 


monarchist sentiments. 


| In February 19355, when the first netional government wes formed, 
rnéndez Cuesta was appointed Minister of Agriculture. His term of 
office in the Ministry like thet in the Secretariat General, was 
30) ess. From this time onwards, relations between F.C, and 
jee became strained and there developed such intense animosity that, 
ian the war ended in 1939, the former succeeded in being allowed 
OFesign his pest and to repair to Brazil ss Ambsssedor which was 
his oherished desire. He took two Falangists slag ote ote 
iuile end Metéro. To the great disgust of F.G., Serrano Suner 
: ®-Boreign Minister in October | anc thus the Ambassador 
dinate to his old enemy. The archives of the Foreign 
“Madrid contéin copies of the repeated a 
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°... terms of the greatest severity which the Minister addressed to 


the Ambessador. It seems thet the latter did nothing in Rie de 
Janiero except ecquire wealth, His secretary, Motero, hes said as 
much although he and his principal continue to be associated in 
the Beneo Rural of Medrid where they are acting ss Menaging 
Director and Chairmen of the Board, respectively. There are some 
very unsevoury stories of business deals connected with the bank 


and carried out by F.Cs 


In September 1982, fortune ceme in the way of FsCs Serrano 
Sufier was removed from the Foreign Ministry, and the new Minister, 
Count Jordana, acceded to the wishes of FsCe and transferred him 
to the Quirinal. The fall of Mussolini brought disaster to the 
Falangist Ambassador. He wrote a letter to his comrades ordering 
them to go into hidings The letter which was widely published 
in Spain revealed a spineless character with no capacity for leader- 
ship. Onee he reached Spain he never returned to Rome, although 
he has only ceased to be Ambessedor to the Italian Government on the 
date he was appointed President of the Council of State (January 6th, 


1945). 


Pernéndez Cuesta, like several other Cabinet Ministers, has 
slways stood in great fear of General Franco. He has said thet if 
Franco were a Communist he would be one too. Like other prominent 
Felangists, FeCe is not distinguished by religious devotion. Vost 
of them are jealous of the influence and authority of the Church. 
He was on very friendly terms with Von Faupel, the first German 
Ambassador to the Franco Government, and possesses German and 
Italien decorations. He has e large number of personel friends in 
the Nazi end Fascist parties. F.C. hes written nothing but is a 
fluent spesker. 


pt LUCIANO PER} PRLATERO 


Archbishop of Burgos 


Born January 8th, 1882, at Arizaleta (Navarre), Kduceted at 
Pamplona Theological College and at Pont al Universities of 
Salemanca and Comillas. Doctor of Theology and Dector Canon Law, 
Drs Perez Platero also holds the degree of Bachelor of Laws of the 
Faculty of Law in the University of Salamanca, priest 1907. Canon 
of Santo Domingo de la Calgzada 1912. Member of the Rote Gourt 
in the Nunciature, Madrid. Bishop of Segovie 1928 Archbishép of 
Burgos 194k. 


Dewn to the present Dr. Perez Platero has devoted himself 
exclusively to his pastoral duties. 


comes from a Besque family and is a 

Notary Public by profession. He is the 
senior legal adviser to the Council of State and is now promoted 
to be a Councillors Sr. Lojendio is closely associated with the 
Palenge Party. He hes three sons. One is a professor of the 
University of Seville, another Spanish Minister in Montevideo, and the 
third, atteched to Frenco's headquarters throughout the war as a 
journalist, is the author of a very useful book on military aspects 
of the civil war. 
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% ave place to Blas Peres as Minister of the Interior. He belongs, 
ike the latter, to the Corps of Militery Lawyers, with the rank 
of Colonel. During the Republic he was Member of Parliament for 
CoEeDeAe His politicel tendency is therefore ogy of the Right 
Wing, cooperating with the Fascist régime merely on account of 
military discipline. 


DON EDUARDO CALLEJO DE LA QUESTA: was judge of the High Court and geve 
up up his position when he obtained, 


after competitive examination, the Chair of Philosophy of Law in 
the University of Valladolid. During the Dictatorship he was 

Minister of Public Education, showing greet wae, ph Dy A but little 
ability. He is at present President of the Commission of Codes, 
and since September 3rd, 1941, when Count Jordana was appointed 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, is also temporary President of the 
Couneil of State. He will not welcome the appointment over his 
head of the young ex-Falangist minister Sr. Fernandez Cuesta. 


DON FERNANDO SUARS% Ds TANGIL Y ANGULO; Marquis of Covarrubias, and 
Count Vallellano through 


merriage. During the Dictatorship he was Lord Mayor of Madrid 

and during the Republic, Monarchist Member of Farliament bel ing 
to the group “Renovacidén Espafiole". When the civil war ended he 
commenced an exchange of correspondencw with Prince Juan which was 
made public, having informed Franco of this correspondence and 
Monarchist circles of his interviews with Franco. The purpose of 
this sppointment is rether strange, particularly se the Marquis 

is one of the legal edvisers of the Council of State and will now 
heve to act under the presidency of the ex-Falangist Minister Sr. 
Fernéndez Cuesta. 


DON ALFONSO DE HOYOS Y SANCGHES;: belongs to the well-known wine firm, 


Sanchez Romate, and is a nephew of 
the Marquis of Hoyos, King Alphonso's last Minister of the Interior. 
After competitive examination he became a State Lawyer, bei on 
extremely good terms with his colleague Don Ramdén Serrano er. 

He is National Councillor of the Felange Party. 


DON LUIS JORDANA DE POZAS: enjoys great scientific prestige, 
especielizing in administrative law on 


which subject he has published a great many books, and is at present 
professor of the Central University (Madrid). He has done most 
useful work in the “Instituto Nacional de Previsién". He also 
directs the Institute of Local Administretive Studies. His appoint- 
ment is most opportune. 


DON MANUEL DURAN DE COTTES: after competitive examination entered 
the Corps of Legal Advisers to the 

Council of State and consequently hes accredited the necessary 

mr PY ed to hold the office of Councillor. He has no special 

politiesl significance. 
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BERNARDO ALMEIDA Y HERREROS: was born in Getafe on snapes 18th, 


° Diplomatic Atteché to the 
Ministry on July 19th, 1894. Attaché to the Spenish kmbassy in 
Washington on February llth, 1897. Attaché, on commission in 
Toronto (Canade) on April 15th, 1898. Diplomatic Attaché to the 
Ministry on May 20th of the same year, | | 


Third Secretary st the Ministry on February 25th, 1899. 
/third 


y= 


Third Secretary to the Spanish Babassy in Lisbon on January 30th 
1902. Again Attaché at the Ministry on May 26th, 1903. in t 
on commission without relinguishing his post, under the direst orders 
of the Minister of State during the journey of the King to Portugal 
on December 8th, 1903. 


Appointed second Secretary in Central America on December ~ ogg 
190k. The same in Berne on February 25th, 1906. Spanish Delegate 

the International Conference in Berne, on the subject of night 

work for the women in the industries, on la 10th, 1906. second 
Secretary at the Ministry on January 22nd, 1907+ Spenish Delegate 

to the International History Congress of Zaragoza on October 10th, 
1908 ‘Treasurer of the Colonial Section on January 12th, 19R0, 

Second 3ecretary to the Spanish Embassy in Italy on February 26th,1912. 
Second Secretary and Treasvuer of the Colonial Section at the Ministry 
on March 8th, 1912. 


Appointed First Secretary in Santiago de Chile, on February 6th, 
1913. bid not preceed. First Secretary in Rome accredited to HeM. 
the King of yee f on Februery i7th, 1913. The same at the Ministry 
on March 31st, 1914. The same in Rome, accredited to Hele the King 
- ztely on April 2nd, 1914. The same at the Ministry on June 19th, 
915. 


Resident Minister and Counsellor in Paris, November 14th, 1918. 
Resident Minister in Bogotdé on November 15th, i919. The seme in 
Sentiago de Chile, June 12th, 1922. Ambassador Extraordinary for 
the transmission of the Supreme Command in Chile, December 1925. 
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Minister Plenipotentiery, first class, in Sentiago de Chile on 
July 27th, 1926. The seme General Secretary to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on January 12th, 1927. The same Consul—General 
in Tengier on January lst, 1929. Ambessador in Lisbon on September 21st 
1929. En disponibilité on November 12th, 1930. 


Senor Almeida has held no diplomatic appointment since he 
resigned his post as Ambessador to Portugal in 1930. In 1939 a 
Court of Inquiry was set up for the purpose of examining the political 
conduct of members of the Diplomatic Corps during the civil war. 
The result was so unsatisfactory, that Sefior Almeida was appointed 
to “inquire” into the conduct of the "inquirers". His only other 
service to the present régime was to preside over the examinations 
for entry into the diplomatic service. He has ge reputation for 
integrity and devotion to his profession. 
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id DOW ANDRES SALIQUET ZUMETA! Lieutenent General, born in Bereelona 
on April 21st, 1877. Fought in Cuba 


Of 


ug 


Morocco. Was « member of Generel Primo de Rivera's staff in 
1923 et Barcelona. He was commanding a division at Velladolid 
on July 18th, 1936, seconding Frenco and taking possession of 
Valladolid, its province end that of Segovia. He reached the 
Guadarramas end thus prevented Republican forces from entering old 
Castille. He later became GeOeCe of the “Central Army" and 
other operations, he successfully cerried out the counter-offensive 
at Brunete. On March 28th, 1939, his army occupied Madrid and 
he became Captain General of Madrid (New Castile), a post he still 
holdse General Saliquet is very populer with his officers, but 
in other sectors he is one of the most hated men in the country. 
Besides his post as Captain General —- the supreme military authority 
in centred Spain - Genersl Ssliquet is President of the "Court for 
the Suppression of Masonry and Communism’. He now obtains a third 
highly-paid post. He is facetiously called "King of the estraperlo” 
and is the butt of every kind of criticism on account of alleged 


"deals" in foodstuffa. He and General Borbén are both associated 
with the femous “soap” scandal of Navalcarnero. A judge has been 
appointed to inquire into the saffair. 


N PEDRO Z BUENO: Civkl engineer aged about 44. pid not 


enter politics until early in the year 1935. 


He was a signatory of Calvo Sotelo's manifesto which founded the 
"Bloque Nacional" - a coalition of Parties of the Right. In September 
1936 he succeeded inéscaping from Madrid end in reaching Salamanca. 
He had long been an intimate friend of Serrano Suner, but reached 
Franco Spain before him. In Salamanca he became a close dsponiate 
of Hedille, the leader of the conspiracy against Franco, whe with 
five others was later condemed to death. With José Luis “ecario 
also an engineer, Gonzalez Bueno organised the Servicios Téenicos 
del tetado (Franco's improvisation of government in view of his 
expected occupation of Madrid.) In Jenuar; 1938, Gonzelez Bueno 
became a member of Franco's first Government. He was appointed 
Minister of "Organizacién y Accidén Sindical”. This really meant 
Minister of labour. The Ministry was established in Santander. 
Gonzalez Bueno owed his appointment entirely to Serrano Sufer,. 

In 1939 the Ministry was abolished and replaced by a Ministry of 
Labour. Since then Gonzalez Bueno has appeared little in public 
life. He is devoted to Serrano Suner and like him strongly pro- 
German. He accompanied &.3. to Italy and Germany. There is nothing 
known sgainst his personal integrity. 
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Registry’ Adc id repeated to 
Number } 1850/2353 /41 Malaga. Refers to Almeria telegram to Foreign Office 
LEGRAM FRO Noel. (Z 13576/235/41). Asks that such cases be 
Ate. Bow er, Madrid. repeated to superintending post at Malaga, and if 
necessary repeating to Madrid, but not direct to 


No. 7 Saving. Foreign Office. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


are being asked to remove the ban and provide 
Dated 4th Febd:1945 police protection for cinema and owner, 


Receiwed 


in Regtstry Sth Feb:1945 


(Minutes.) 
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COMMUNI TO PERSONS OUTS OR TATES 
GOVERNMENT SERVI IN A CYPHER SYSTEM 
OTHER THAN 0,T.P. J. 


[CYPHER], DEPARTMENTAL No, 1, 
FROM MADRID TO ALMERIA. 


ur Bowker, 11.45 p.m, February 4th, 1945, 
ebruary 4th, 1945. R, 6.40 Pome Feb Sth, 1945, 
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No. 78. (21/18/45) 


Dated §th Feb, 1945. 


Recewed =) 
in Registry { 12th Feb.1945, 


Z : Spain 


LS 


—— All 
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Refers to Foreign Office telegram 83 
(Z% 1376/233/41). Tranmsmits copy of Note Verbale 
to the Ministry for Fore Affairs, Ne. 158 of 
the 5th February, pretest at the banning by 
the Civil Gevernor of Almeria of the showing of 
the British film "Bleed, Sweat, and Tears” and 
asking fer the early removal of the ban and for 
police pretection for the cinema and its owner. 


Last Paper. 
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S Majesty's Chargé d‘Affbires at Madrid 
presents his compliments to H.M.P.S.S.F.A. 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


British 


Sth. February. .., 1948.6. 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Foreign Office Tel. 83 


ae fs magn | 


Description pf Enclosure. 


Ce 
Name and Date. : 


Copy Note The ban on the showing 
Vervale to Ministr of the British film 
of Foreign Arteire "Blood, Sweat and 
from Embassy, Tears" ee Almeria. 
Madrid, dated 54 
oth February,1945. 


3479 21484 (4) 


q | 
5 Wh 


His Majesty's Rubessy present their compliments to the 
Ministsy of Foreign Affaire ané with reference te theipe Rete Ho, 84 
of the 19th Jemvary have the henour te inform then of the felloving 
fupther ease in which lecal Spanish authorities have banned the 
shoving of the British film “dangre, Seder y Lagrimas” in a Spenich 
alneme, 

Thie film was due to be shown at Almeria om the 86th January. 
It wae benned, however, by the Civil Governor following © canpeiga 
ef threate levelled by members of the lecal Palenge and former 
menbers ef the Blue Division ageinst the owner of the cinema, with 
the purpose ef preventing the exhibition eof the fils, 

The Babseay can enly deplore that the Civil Governer, «a 

 pespensible official of the Spaniah Gevernnent, ehneuldé in this way 
Rkve endoreed such methods of intimidetion, ney trust that tne 
Ministry will without deley arrange for hia te be inetructed to 
withérew the ben placed on the exhibition of the film, and reprimanded 
for hie failure to conform his attitude, more closely to the 
requirements of Spenish neutrality. fhe Ministry will deubtiess 

éleo wigh te ensure that adequate police pretection ie previded for 
the Ginema and its owner, and that the loenl Palange calefe are 
prosecuted for this further tastance ef intolerable and uaneutral 
behaviour. 


BRITIGH MMBASX, 
MADRID, 
Sth Foungery, 1945. 
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FROM Mr. Bowker 
(Madrid) 

No. 83 (1/26/45) 

Dated Tth Feb.1945. 


Received | 
in Registry 15th Feb. 1945, 


other juntas, 


— 


en — 


i Ral 
& £ * L a ‘ 
bs > 7 


| ee ee : 


’% 
oat 
v4 
x- 
i. - 
Ya 


uw 
. 
. 
- 


2” a —" _ a — Ts 


Political situation in Barcelona. 
Trahnsmits copy of despatc o.2. of the 25th 
January from His Majesty*s Consul-General, Barcelona | 
to Madrid, enclosing a report by Mr. Dorchy, on the 
political situation in Barcelona. 
earlier information on the infiltration of Spanish 
agitators across the Pyrenees has been confirmed / 
by Generals Avanda and Kindelan. | | 
talk of General Ungria being sent to Paris to 
contact exiled Republican leaders. 
the Junte Militar mentioned by Mr. Dorchy, and 
Comments on the Spanish realisation 
of the present unrest in Barcelona. 


Mr. Dorchy's 


There is much 


Refers alsoto 


Z : Spain Copied Paris, Barcelona, and Gibraltar. aS 
Last Paper. (Minutes.) 
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I have the. honour. to send you herewith a copy of an 


ooeccccee Smteresting despatch dated the 26th January, from His Majesty's 
Consul-General, Barcelona, enclosing a no less interesting 
report by Mr. Vice-Consul Dorchy, Press. Attaché at the 
Consulate-General, regarding signs of agitation and discontent 
in the Barcelona area,. You. will note from my despatches. 
Noss 65. and 67. that Mr... Dorchy's information as. to the 
z - infiltration of Spanish agitators. across the Pyrenees. has been 
(< confirmed recently to the Military Attaché by Generals Aranda 
and Kindelan, who stated that some 50% of. attempted entries 
into Spain had been successful and that agents infiltrated from 
Frence are now at work in centres of population throughout. 
Spain, especially in Catalonia, rr oF 
2. . Mr, Dorehy's information about the possibility 
of General Ungria being sent to Paris under instructions to 
make contact.with the: exiled Republican. leaders, is also in 
accordance with. reports reaching the. Enbaasy from other goureses 
and although there is some. talk of. Generel Ungria postponing 
.o hie-departure until, warmer weather sets in and conditions in 
the Prench capital are more. comfortable, there is no doubt 
that from hig ability, experi ence. and French connecti ons he 
would be a natural selection for such a mission. (In 
parenthesis, it should be pointed out that General Ungria is 
no longer Chief of S.I.M., the latter having itself been 
absorbed by the Alto Estado Mayor, which controls all 


intelligence work). 


.o* 


3. With ‘regard to 
_Reregraph, 4,(4),ef Mr. Dore 
in the conversations alrea 
and Kindelan and the Military Attaché two distinct "juntas® 
weré mentioned, thet of some senior Generals’ ana that of 
General’ Garcia-Valifio.- The wilitary’ Attaché suggests: thet 
wr. Dorehy's informant may have’ been réterring’ to the latter, 
or possibly to @ third “junta", which might be: ‘presided over 
by such as Génerals Vigdn and’ MufiozGrande,° or possibly 41t 
might be the tnformant's way of referrizg’ to the Consejo - 
Superidér del Ejercito, which consists of Captains“Generel 
of the Military Regions, the Chief of General’ stafr and the 
General officer Comman@ing the Civil Guarda; 
° at invite attention finally to Mr. Farquher's 
“conclusion that a btate of unrest 1% at present noticeabie 
in Barcelona. | The Spanish authorities seem to be suffielently 
‘alive, however, to what is happening to be\-abl® to avert; 
"gna ia? necessary repress, ‘anything dn the nature of a serious 
outbreak of Gisorder, ss ey a 
5. ‘I am sending topies of this despatch to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Paris, His Majesty's: Consul-General at’ Barcelona 
end The officer Administering: the Governniétnt: of .divraltar.: 
“I ‘have the honour’ to be, WA th’ the righest respect, 
eect DB cod most humbie, obddient: servant, : 
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British Consulate-General, f 
Barcelona. 
26th January, 1945. 


Sir, 


I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a report 
w Mr. Viee-Consul Dorehy, Press Attaché to this Consulate-—General, 
rding the present situation in Bercelona, end to dpayw 
at ention to paragraph 4 in which he reports. on the alle 
mission of General Ungria to Paris with e view to initiating 
fresh contacts with the Republican leaders exiled in France. 


Ze Barcelona has always been a city of dreadful rumours 
and it would be unwise and imprudent to take too many of these 
rumours at their face value or indeed to report more than a 
very small percentage thereof, I Gan, however, confirm that 
conversations I have lately had with various Spaniards tend 
more or less to sonfirm the information received by Mr. Dorehy, 
though I eam inelined to doubt whether the employers and 
important industrialists would, in their own interests, indulge 
in such a short-sighted policy as the imposition ef a icck~-out, 

nor can I genceive that the present Goverment would permit it. 
The majority of them have been making heavy profits for same 
considerable time and they can well afford to stand the loss 
pages ag in paying aflaries on days on which it is impossible 

o work, 


3. On the other hand considerable discomfort, and almost 
suffering, has yoo caused by the virtually complete eutting ofr 
of .as and the restrictions on the consumption of electricity 
which have lately been increased and which will in all 
probability be still further increased. The Civil Governor, 

who has just returned from Medrid where he tried to induce the 
authorities to inerease the oepyly of coal for Catelufia, issued 

a somewhat pathetic communiqué which hettalked about 

relieving the almost critical situation as regards the supply 

of electricity by bri into action two large hy@ro-electitcal 
plants at Flyx and in Valle d'Aran, which everyone knows 
cannot possibly be ready before at least a year, 


+ The working classes in Barcelona, who are of course 
idelogically inclined to the Left, not unnaturally lay all the 
blame on the present regime and it is not oe | ple hat the 
general state of unrest in Europe and in cular perhaps the 
course of events in Greece, makes them that the day of 


revenge is drawing nigh. 


5. Im conclusion 7 would net like to sound an alarmist 
note at the present vente it is, nevertheless, a fact thet 
there is a certain s te of unvest noticeable in this large 
industrial city of over 1,250,000 inhabitants. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 


(Signed) HAROLD FARQUHAR, 


: Rd. Bowker, Es 


: | HM. mes te, ; 


. 7 TO? SECRET — GUARD 22nd January, 1946, GU 


H.M. Consul-General, Barcelona, 
Vice-Consul ?.G.H. Dorehy, Preas Attaché. 


hs 3 ¥ 4 i¥ On B/ 34 poe haved 


the past few weeke, agitation and discontent, 
which had beén lying dormant during a meee months, have reappeared 
to a marked de, ree in the lower Glass districts "of Sans, La Torrase, 
vueble 3eco and in the industrial centres of jabsadell, Tarrasa and 
KAnPrens, This has been reported to me with an unusveal similerity 
of fact from various widely separated ard independent sources. 


2. The development of this a,itation and unrest can 
be attributed in « certain measure to the steady infiltration of 
very , ed uroups of ex-maquis jipenish refugees who have passed 
the Pyrennée d @ldding the military and police cordons, ome of 
these ar¢ oovigusly . rofeasional political avitators ond Se ia eaid 
that they are in contaét with the French Communist var +. They 
have. last little time in teking edvanta.e@ of the pret “herd. 3 
conditions under which the poorer classes sre livin, to gemet 
their pernicious doctrines, It is a fact that owing to the unusual 
eevere winter, the continuous breskdown in communications and 
trensport, already strained to the utmost by leck of replacement 
material, the electricity restrictions, etc., the ration system 
broke down shortly before Xmas, especially with regard to bread and 
potatoes, the people's staple diet. Food has soared, meat, rice 
and ofl] have again.disappceared and now coal and even charcoal, 
which is the popular form of cooking, can only be found on the 
black market. If one adds to this the bitter cold, restrictions 
in transport, entailing hours of queuing up to and from work, we 
must a ree that agitators have an ideal field in which to scatter 
the seeds of trouble. 


3. . Furthermore, the immediate and. iidavoidaiiie praageat 
of further drastic electric power restrictiona must be t to 
consideration, this will mean that the fadtories in Gata 
which alane consume over 60. of the total électric power ‘available, 
will be Gompelled to elose down éeveral days a week, ‘The Party; 
in an effort to gain popularity amongst the working maasea, are 
seeking to co the Stand tai to pay full jatere although | 
staff Sineday The Smployers, on the other 
7, Cowman’ "taxe and Party ialetisne, 
at one can go by wad opinion given by 


gene te wilt to pong 
unfortunately born to rs 
. bear gee and sepeadaliy sete 3 


This. latent. pelasieal unreat aid now hidendid the 
’ Ge afeation 3 Services the Spanish Genéral Steff, and 
in this. s to cde dnformation conveyed to me by 
Den Julio Muflos, has ae indaéatir returned from Mudrid, . 


Qeneral Ungtia, who apart from his offielal post as »irector 
of the Gtaff College is chief of the j.I.M. travelled up from wadrid 
with Muflos, — rid are awere of the state of unrest, in spite of 
the i “flertd reports of universal satisfaction and 
G2110; ia has been sent to barcelona to 
mn pereor He a. rees aes. Sere 
: sed fom of apeet | hitherto unknown in Pucual 


(o>) Ungria is now travelling to Paris, under instructions and 


with the object of interviewing the Republican leaders. exiled in 
that capital and making «ood the breakdown in negotiations caused 
by Mi.vel Maura’s indiscretions in November, 1944, when siniler 
tentative approaches were made by jr. jangrofiiz, In this > 
connection, it may be remembered that General Ungria (then Colonel 
Ungria) has always served as a «o-between twixt Nationalist and 
the Republican Governments - and thet although he failed in 

his negotiations with sr. Martinez Barrios and Prieto in 1936, 
orior the military uprising, he has always managed to maintain 
contacts during and since the Civil War. 


(¢) Ung@iea is also a personal friend of oenerad de deutie 
being of the same promotion at the Military Academy, . He a 
endeavour to convince the French leader of the necessity ar ; 
eweeping the Pranceo-Spanish frontier clean of § panteh 
communists ¥.1.P. elements if incidents are to b e avoid ata 
spring, when the weather and the snows clear. Ungria very a 
doubts whether this double task of convincing the Republican — 
“leaders” to withold their men (over whom they have little or 

no control; and convincing de Gaulle of the necessity to handle 
the South of Prence communists with a much firmer hand will meet 


with any measure of ‘success, Ix I may add a personal comnent - 
his task is hopeless! : 


(d) Ungriea has apparently been given authority to negotiate 
an understanding with the more reputable Republican elements. 
At this juncture Nufioz mentioned that whilst the “Junta Militer” 
will have no truck with extreméets such as Dr. Negrin, it rec Bes 
the ability and power over the masses of elements such as Martines 
Barrios and Prieto and would be prepared to negotiate with 
these an amnesty and the return of political refugees on s broad 
basis, If an Agreement were resched, the said Junte Militar 
414 not fear that the Party extremists would dishonour such an 

nt! All doubted however, if such an agreement could 'be 

renched after five years. At this juncture, endeavo not | 
to appear overinterested, I asked my friend whet was exac ly the 
composition of the “Junta Militar" which he referred to. R$ seemed 
surprieed at the question and merely Gnswered; "You % to know, 
the Generals who direct the Generalissimo." (Ya lo s » tos” 
Generales que manden al Seon Tunas eniahi ‘I plese this "on reaora QB, 
officially at least, no such Junta although this fa not 
the first tine that one ‘hears the ur Sis rence 4a but a 
rane ‘in the hands ‘of o group of milita 


perm a er tag he + ‘of xpd usually’ reltente and id gxtons ‘ 

pr e informa Close connegtion on amongst 6 

(some of which nha Siem Ss: ometines auspected of having interests in a 

congerns!) I have no S erdous ‘to disbelieve the” accuracy of 

informations, I véry much acdet whether he wouldhave volun : 

all this information had not General Ungria authorised him to do 60 

. for at one tine during the conversation he tatorees. me “ Toe 
was well aware of my journeys to Toulouse, of my ¢ | 

refugees end of the objectivity with whteh such necessary contacts 

hed been cerried out, 


6, Reviewing / 


95: 


6. Reviewing the situation, the tacte sppear to ae 


there has been trouble brewing for some time in Barcelona 
and it may well come to a head in bevel Bi gtene fd 

the situation continues to deteriorate as it must and 

an extensive indus triad, lock-out occurs. 


the republican refugee extremists, backed by the 
powerful French communists and F.T.Ps. openly state 
that they will make anether ettempt in the Spring, 
Vide the slogan and leaflets circulating, with 2 
large “V": "“Volveremos con la primavera”, 


The communists, F.A.I., UGE-CNT cells are tecoming 
inereasingly active in the poorer districts of the 
city, collecting funds by resorting to threats and 
blackmail, Vide previous information in this sense. 


General Ungria is, in fact, in Barcelona, $0 are 
Captains~—General Queipe de Lianoc and Garcla-Recemes . 
This, however, may be a mere coincidence, 


Finally, in spite of the ruthless apaiiasiien | ef the 
death sentence by summary military courts, armed robbery has 
increased to a marked degree during the past months, we 
have often been told in the past that trouble was brewing, 
which, upon closer investigation, proved to be unfounded, 

On this occasion, however, the proper ingredients, persecation 

discontent, hunger, agitation and organised outside support 

ere all present, It may well be that the smouldering 

embers of concentrated hatred of the Régime may buret out 

into flame in April, when with the return of the Spring, 

the Spaniard stire from his usual lethargy. April has | 
always been a fateful menth in the history 93 Bacay poli tia. 


(Si. med- >_O.H. “DORCHY. 
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Unnumbere 
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Received 
in Registry 15th Feb. 1945 


Z 3: Spain 


Addressed to Madrid No. 4 and repeated to 
Gibraltar No.460 Civil and Military authorities 
have been ordered to remove at once the picture of 
Gemeral Franco from their walls. 
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[Nazi ?] civil and military authorities 
have received orders for immediate removal of 


France picture from their walls, 
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No. 136, 


R ist Ane , 
a ry 2 274/233/41. 


Dated 16th Feb. 1945. 


Recewed | 
in Registry | 17th Feb. 
1945. 


‘2: Spain. 


Bomb explosion in Falange Pass Office. 


Repeated Lisbon and Gibralter Saving. 

Reports explosion of two bombs in the Press 
and Propaganda section of the Falange of the 15th 
February. The origin of the explosion is still 
unknown. 
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Re 10,10 pom. BST February 16th, 


February 16th, 1945, 1945, 


Repeated to Gibraltar Saving 
Lisbon Saving 


bbodbd 
Two bombs exploded in Press and 


Propaganda Section of Falange last ni 7 "9274 
Origin is so far unknown, 
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FROM Foreign Office 


Minute. Mr. Garran. 
No. 


Dated 25rd February . 
Received 1945 
in Registry 26th February 


30 viet -Spanist 
draft 
Embassy, returning copy of 1 
drafted by a leading member of the Falange, and 
commenting that General Franco does not seem to 
have followed the recommendation that he should 
try to restore diplomatic relations with Russia. 
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PrX.7 9 Cnryor, 
UT FILE 7 
FOREIGN OFFICE, §.W. 1. 

23rd February, 1945. 


~~ er 


I return with thanks the copy you kindly lent 
me of the-Report to General Franco drafted by a 
leading member of the Falange. 


Franco does not seem to have followed the 
recommendation in this report that he should try 
to restore diplomatic relations with Russie. 

In any case, if he were to try, he would not 
succeed. 


Yours very sincerely, 


(Sgd.) P. GARRAN. 


Monsieur P. Francfort, 
French Embassy. 
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2uth February, 1945. 
SECRET 


Sir, 


I have the honour, with reference to my 
despatch Noe 123, to transmit to you herewith a copy 
of a most interesting minute by Mr. Malley, arising 
out of a conversation held by him on the 19th February 
with the Director-General of Prisons. Mr. Malley's 
minute, besides affording yet another account in a 
long series of the corruption with which the Spanish 
penal system is riddled, contains interesting corroborativeg 
evidence of the German influence still existing in 
the Spanish Police. 


I have the honour to be with the 
highest respect, Sir, 


Your most humble obedient Servant, 


The Right Honourable 
Anthony Eden, MeCe, MeP:; 
etce, Ctc., Cta, 
FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W. 1. 


COPY SECRET J eh RE 
I gathered from a long conversat t e 


’ 
Lu A SOR 4 LUT) J 9 

Diréctor General of Prisons yesterday “that the internal lo 
situdtion in that important -section of ‘the Ministry ‘of 
Justi¢e is rapidly coming to a head.’ ’ “Phe ‘inquiry itito 
the conduct of the Director General’ cof’ Prisons which © 
followed his handling’ of several grave ‘dccurrencés “at -the 
Carabdanchel prison (Madrid) ig almost ‘finisheds ~~ He 
has had to answer 23 charges, ‘ard these’ answers’ constitute 
a document which will produce the biggest political scandal 
of -the-Pranco-pésime. Indeed, the Diréctor “said it may 
unseat more than one Cabinet Minister. He hoped_-that” 
Sefior Aundés would have the courage to read this document 
at the next Council of Ministers. If not, he would Ke 
steps to see that each Minister receives a copy. It 
seems fairly certain to me, after hearing the description 
of the immorality of well known officers both in the 
prison service and in the police (Seguridad), that both these 
Ministerial departments are rotten to the core. Indeed 
it must be an impossible situation for any man who has 
any sense of decency left in him. The Director warned 
me seriously against Sefior Vivancos (who holds high office 
under him). This man is a clever lawyer who was governor 
of the Porrijos (Madrid) prison. He is a weliever in 
cruelty of the worst kind and the prison in his charge . 4 
was the worst in Spain. Vivancos is the person responsible. = 
for urging the inguiry. The Director told me he was | 
certain that Vivancos is working for the Gestapo. I have 
mét Vivances several times in company with other people 
of the judicial world and was so impressed that I was on 
my guard at once. From my own observations I should 
imagine the Director'S CHARGE IS JUSTIFIED. 


Passing on to the police, the Director said that 
Sefior Rodriguez (Director General de Seguridad) was 
invited to a dinner party at the German Embassy six days 
ago and there received a German decoration. Sefior 
Santandreu (Jefe Superior de Policia) told the story adding 
that he thanked Heaven he had not been asked to attend 
the ceremony. The Director had no good word for 
Rodriguez but said Santandreu was an honest man although 
he did not know how long he would retain his clean record 
as he was in a place “dowde hay mucho dinero". 


Another / 


YSIS 


‘Another. German. aecoration, this tine ..of.., Aa 
naval character, -has been ‘awarded to Seflor Sarria; 
who was. deacribed as distributor under ‘thé aoe 
of ‘petrol in Madrid. _. He actually showed t 


C.. tT 


decoration.in its.case to. the birector aide tha 
had: been given :to him /'for services. rendered to ti Ce erman 
Navy". (from Madrid ! ¢ ! 


~ — 


‘he pirestor ended by. saying: 
was might". 
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FROM), Bowker, 
_Madrid. 


No. 
122 
Dated 
PAth Feb.1945. 


Received : 


in Resis'Yaeh Mar. 1945. 


rr 


Zs: Spaine 


— 


Ban on showing of British Film in Almeria. 


Refers to his despatch 78 of the 5th February 
(Z 1997/233/41). Transmits copies of reply from 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs dated the 10th February 
regarding the Civil Governor's ban on the showing of 
the film “Blood, Sweat and Tears™ in Almeria, Senor 
Satorres, in delivering this reply, hinted to 
Mr.Bramwell that it would be appreciated if such 
protests could be made in aless official manner. 
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No. 122, er 4 i BRITISH EMBASSY, 


MADRID, 
®& MAR 1945 
ER Gi tee 24th February, 1945, 


sir, ae” hs rs 

With reference to my despatch No, (8 of February 
Sth, transmitting copies of a Note Verbale to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs protesting against the ban placed by the Civil 
Governor ‘at Almeria on the showing of the British film 
"Sangre, Sudor y Lagrimas", I have the honour to transmit 
herewith copies in translation of the Ministry's reply dated 
February 10th. 


Se In handing this reply to the First Secretary 
on February 16th, the Head of the European Division at the 
Ministry repeated the argument which it contains, that the 
Spanish Government could not in such @ case accept our charge 
that the Civil Governor's action was a breach of neutrality, 
a charge which besides being irrelevant, was unwarranted by 
reason of the real efforts which the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs were making on our behalf, Mr. Bramwell went through 
our note with Sefior Satorres and pointed out that all we were 
saying in it was that instances of the kind complained of were 
inconsistent with the Spanish Government's declared intention 
to be neutral, which was true, Sefior Satorres then shifted 
his ground and made it evident that what the Ministry would 
prefer is that we should say this sort of thing in softer tones, 
preferably not in an official note but orally with perhaps an 
aide memoire in support, In this way, Sefior Satorres implied, 
we should avoid flogging a willing horse and could hope for 
better results from our representations. Mr. Bramwell agreed 
that we might be willing to meet the Ministry on thé point 
of form, on the understanding, however, that we could count 
on them to reciprocate by keeping to the essentials of our 
grievances and not quibbling, as was sometimes, and indeed, 
rather too often, their wont. 


oO. This interview affords an example of the dilemma 
facing those who have to deal with Spanish officials. On the 
one hand Spanish pride jibs at stiff language, on the other 
Spanish official complacency is apt to regard mildly-worded 
notes as confirming the wishful thought that all is well in 
the best of all possible Spains,. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 
Sir, 
Your most humble, obedient Servant, 
The Right Honourable } 


Anthony Eden, M.C., M.P., 
etc., etc., etc. 
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TRANSLATION, 


MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS, 


Note Verbale No. 136 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs present their compliments _ 


to His Britannic Majesty's Embassy and in reply to their Note No. 158 


of the 5th of the current month, referring to Note No. 84 of 


January 19th last, have the honour to inform them that as the 


Embassy was informed on the 29th of the same month, the latter 


Note was duly communicated to the competent authorities, from whom 
the information requested has not yet been received, 


In so far as concerns the projection of the English film 


joie | | 


"Bloo@p Sweat and Tears", which was the subject of the first of the 
Notes under reference, this Department considers that no question 


connected with Spanish neutrality is raised as indicated in that 


Note, since this Government is not in the least obliged to 
authorise the showing of the film in question; this is all the 
more so when, in order to do so it is always necessary to have 
recourse to the authority of the official police which, in the 
last instance and with a competence exclusive to itself and not 
for considerations relating to neutrality but simply for reasons 


of public order, can authorise or reject the showing in Spain 


of foreign films, 


Madrid, 10th February, 1945, 


carer RATHI CALLY WITHOUT PERMISSION 


His Britannic Majesty's Embassy. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 


MADRID. 
sof 
PWe21/27/45. 23rd March, 195. 


Dear Department, a 


Our despatch Noe 122 of 2hth 
February, contains a typing error 
in the penultimate sentence of 
paragraph 2. "Representatives" 
should read “representations". 


Yours ever, 


Chancerye 


Western Department, 
Foreign Office, 
SeWe 1. 
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Nene }\2 3353/233/u41 


FROM pe 
Madrid. 


No. 136 
(102/4/45) 
Dated 2nd Mar.1945 


Received 
in Registry] Sth Mar.1945 


Z: Spain 


: 
i _ MAR vs 
Political assassinations in Madrid. 

Reports press announcement on,2/th February of 


the murder of two Falangists by Communists, at 

the same time as the announcement of the execution 
of sixteen communist terrorists. Describes the 
leading article in “Arriba".on this subject, and 
A.B.C. comments. Gives details of the funeral 
procession and the political cries which attended 


-it which were after described by “Arriba” and 


"Ya", Discusses the results and underlying 
causes of this demonstration. Copied Lisbon, 
Gibraltar, and Ministry of Information. 
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Cuatro Caminos’ district of Madrid (one of the poorest and 


iiin its timing - and by way.of a warning against further 


 €o them that generosity and high-mindedness had their eer 
This momentary reversion to the past should be mesons it o : 


wight vary, but the aim was uniform, Whilst in Spain 10 trek 


The Right Honourable 


Io? 2 


7 “3355 BRITISH EMBASSY, 


MADRID 
1% MAR 1945 J ena march, 1945. 


I have the honour to, report that on the 27th ry * 
the Spanish press gave the news! that, on the night of the 
February, two Palangists belonging to the headquarters of the 


reputedly most: revolutionary. quarters of the city), had been 
assassinated in their offices by “a group. of communists esmed 


with pistols”. . In sinister juxtaposition to this ennounsement 
was a further one under the heading of “Sentence Carried Out®, 
which amnounced that at dawn on the 27th February, sixteen 
leaders 


“terrorist: communists, among whom figure various 
who had filtered through the Pyrenean frontier cogmitted 
various crimes and actg:of. terrorism". had been executed. It 
is generally accepte@ that. this was an act of mprisal - et jeest 

murderous 


attempts;. people have been grimly recalling the political 
assassinations. and reprisals which marked the last menths of 
the Republic. ek 


to 


2. The leader in “Arriba” was. plainly writt 
instructions and conveyed the impression, confirmed. 
sources, that moderation has been enjoined.on all tore 
and that they were not to read into the event any Cation 
of international importance. The leader said that ite theme 
was for Spain the central event of the day, even if the war 
might seem to sleepy congciences to reduce it to a very emali 
affair... It was not only a matter for the Fal 
intimate connection with the nation's life, 
occasion for. raging denunciations, Franco's vie 
inaugurated.a peried of worthy life for Spain under dominion 
of law. It had brought in a just policy and a liberal end 
generous attitude, which furnished the victors with one more 
title to govern the country. The authors of Sunday's crine 
had been able tq carry -it out -precisely because of the freedenm 
generously conceded to. them, but its effect had been to remind 
people of the disordered days.of the past, whilst demonstrating 


, but hed an 
s was not tre 
had 


as a lesson and an exemple for the blind and the ° 
that Spain was:confronted with that universal movement of 
communistic agitation:which Falange had so often denounced. in 
Spain:the agitators had made use of the inevitable resentment and 
grief brought about by the long Civil War, just as in otuer 
Gountries they made use .of .conditions produced by the war, Tact 


the peace of the. civil order, in Bulgaria, for eXempie, it 
condemned to death the very men who declared war on Gemmeny. 


: tien wien 
is in the best tradition of obscure Falangist oratory, it y- | 
to say that Ralenge: will not react in, the fashion that tae 
desires. - “Our trajectory ‘cannot ,gubmit to the course that the 


enemy / 


Pt SBige 25. So far:as one can interpret the final 


Anthony Eden, M.C., M.P., 
etc., etc., etc. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
MADRID,~ 
2nd March, 1945, 


I have the honour to. report that on the 27th February 
the Spanish press gave the news: that, on the night of the 25th 
February, two Palangists belonging to the headquarters of the 
Cuatro Caminos’ district of Madrid (one of the poorest and 
reputedly most revolutionary. quarters of the city), had been 
assassinated in their offices by “a group of communists armed 
with pistols”. . In sinister juxtaposition to this announcement 
was a further one under the heading of “Sentence Carried Out", 
which announced that at dawn on the 27th February, sixteen 
“terrorist communists, among whom figure various group-leaders. 
who had filtered through the Pyrenean frontier and had: committed 
various crimes and actg:of. terrorism". had been executed. It 
is generally accepte@ that.this was an act of mprisal - at least 
niin its timing - and by way. of a warning against further murderous 
attempts; people have been grimly recalling the political. . 
assassinations and reprisals which. marked the last months of 
the Republic. : 


2. The leader: in “Arriba” was.pleinly.writt ~ to 
instructions and conveyed the impression, confirmed from other 
sources, that moderation has been enjoined_on all commentators 
and that they were not to read into the event any implication 
of international importance. The leader said.that its theme 
was for Spain the eentral event of -the day, even if the war 
might seem to sleepy congciences to reduce it to a very small 
affair, It was not only a matter, for the. Falange, but had an 
intimate connection with the nation's life, This was not the 
occasion for raging denunciations, . Franco' s victory had 
inaugurated.a peried of worthy life for Spain under the ‘dominion 
of law. It had brought in a just policy and a liberal and . 
generous attitude, which furnished the victors with one more 
title to govern the country. The authors of Sunday's crime 
had been able tq carry.it out-precisely because of the freedom 
generously conceded to then, but its effect had been to remind 
people of the disordered days of the past, whilst demonstrating 
to them that generosity and high-mindedness had ceed ‘limits. 
This momentary reversion to the past should.be note it said, 
as a lesson and an example for the blind ae the deaf. “It meant 
that Spain was;confronted with that universal movement of — 
communistic agitation: which Falange had so often denounced. In 
Spain:the agitators had made use of the inevitable resentment and 
grief brought about by the long Civil War, just “as. in other | 
Gountries they made use .of .conditions produced by the war. Tactics 
might vary, but the dim was,uniform, -Whilst in Spain te 
the ‘peace of the.civil order, in Bulgaria, for example, it 
condemned ‘to death the very men who degLared -war on Germany. 


3. 0 So farcas ong can interpret ‘the final pile aut’ ou % ‘which 
is in the best tradition of obscure Falangist oratory, it séems 
‘to say that Ralangewill not react in, the fashion that the enemy 
desires. - “Our trajectory ‘cannot cauomd, to the ‘course that the 


enemy / 


The Right Honourable 
Anthony Eden, M.C., M.P., 
etc., etc., etc. 
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enemy would seek to impose upon it". Presumably this means 
that violence will not be met with violence, however much the 
instigators would like conditions of disorder: thus to be 
introduced, . "A,B.C."'s commentary was much in the same strain, 
adding that the effect on the country would be to make the 
people stand still more firmly on guard-round Franhco.: PFirmness 
and fidelity to Franco, it said, was the order of. the day, 


- & The funeral duly took. place. on the evening 

of the 27th February.. All shops and offices had been closed by 
order, so that the main streets were fullof people: enjoying 

the sun.and the possibility. ofa spectacléy The. coffins were\ 
brought out fromthe Madrid headquarters.of Palange, accompanied 

by the Minister Secretary of the Party, Sefior Arrese, representing: 
General-Franco, and the Ministers of Justice, Agriculture, and Labour, 

as-well- as all the minor Party chiefs and some thousands of 
uniformed Palangist youths. The Minister for Foreign. Affairs. and 
the Service Ministers were not present. There were repeated foars 
of “Pranco,.Franco, Franco", “Death to‘ Russia" and' the .incantation: 
"Espana,’si: Rusia,-ne!",. The Palangist hymn, “Cara-.al'Sol", was 
repeatedly sung and the: whole uniformed’ mob followed the coffins and 
waggons~’loaded with flowers down the main: avenue of Madrid-and up the 
highway leading to the cemetery. Thousands of spectators dutifully 
saluted the coffins and the:songs with upraised hands, Those who 
did not do so in‘many eases came in for some rough handling, though 
there was no wide-spread disorder. There was very little evidence 
of police in attendance, and’ no military: show whatever, though - the 
authorities had plenty of foroes in reserve. Precautions had been 
taken‘at the Embassy in case of disorders ‘or edemonstrations after the 
funeral, but:nothing happened, rt 8 0 : : 


5. On the: following day, the newspapers all devoted 
their leaders and front pages to the processions: They: stated that 
at least 500,000 persons had-been ‘present ‘and ascribed. this enormous 
attenfance to resentment against the murder and the Spanish people's 
determination to consolidate itself with the Falange and the régime 
against communism promoted from without. .- The underlying theme in 


‘ @11 the commentaries was‘that the ‘enemy had made a mistake in.so much 


as he had not perceived how unified the country :was and how any 
endeavour to revive the fires of civil ‘war must ‘fail. © “Yesterday's 
rapid, ‘automatic and spontaneous civil mobilisation is a-:clear 
enough iYlustration of the situation and the desires of the country", 


- gaid Arriba. Ya destribed the demonstration as "The greatest 


phebiscite we Spaniards could” convoke... Will those who pontificate 
upon the ‘desires of the Spanish people please ‘take note of this. 

But ‘we are not writing for foreigners = what matters what the foreign 
press may say since it is we who are going to decide our own future? 


- Wheat matter the palavers ‘of chanceries, the conferenceg in other parts 


_ 


of the world, if it ts our dead ‘who give the word -of .order in.Spain?... 
The. Blue Shirt ‘is again the -anti-communist badge... Spanish firmness 
cannot be terrified by foreign campaigns or shots in the back’. 

6. It is J, 


\. i . w 


- 2Be 


6. It is believed that one arrest has been 
made in connection with the assassination; but the actual 
authors had planned it carefully, apparently with the object 
of destroying a file index of political suspects, and all 
escaped, Although Palangist propaganda would like to 
see it as a manifestation of a subversive movement planned 
from without and now thoroughly defeated, the assassination 
is more likely to be only an isolated outbmpgst from a political 
under-world which harbours, not without reason, the deepest 
resentment and desires for revenge. But whatever the assassins 
hoped to achieve, they could hardly be gratified with the 
general reaction, To the Falange Party itself it has 
undoubtedly served as 4 stimulus. Many Falangists who had 
conveniently forgotten their earlier beliefs and their blue 
shirts, adopted them once again for the demonstration. Many 
timorous people must have felt that Palange was the lesser of 
two evils and any repressive measures would be justified to 
prevent any suggestion of civil strife. At the same time, 
wiser heads shook over the mass hysteria so deliberately 
produced, judging it an ominous symptom of worse things to 


come. 


Te I am sending a copy of this despatch to 
His Majesty's Embassy, Lisbon, His Excellency the Governor of 
Gibraltar and the Ministry of Information. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest 
respect, 


Sir, 


Your most humble, obedient Servant, 
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hanges in militar ointments in Spain. 

, Baxckts Stficial SnnGURGement of the appointment 
of General Varela as High Commissioner in Spanish . 
Morocco in the place of’ General Orgaz, who joins the 
Higher General Staff; of General Solchaga as 
Captain General of the Fourth Region in the place of 
General Moscardo, who succeeds General Munoz Grandes 
as Head of Franco’s Military Household; and of 
General Munoz Grandes as Captain General of 
Madrid in place of General Saliquet. Comments that 
General. Varela's appointment is the most important, 
as he is friendtly to the Allies. General : 
Solchaga is also welcomed, but nofGeneral Grandes, 


Z: Spain who is on the Russian list of War Criminals. opied 
, | Gibraltar, Tangier and Barcelona. it 
Last Paper. - (Minutes.) 
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British Embassy, 
Madrid. 


No. 142. 6th March, 1945. 


Sir, 

I have the honour to inform you that official announcement 
was made yesterday of three important changes in military 
apcotntabat. namely the appointment of General Varela as High 
Commissioner in Spanish Morocco in the place of General Orgaz, 


who joins the Higher General Staff (Alto Estado Mayor), the 


appointment of General Solchaga as Captain-General of the Fourth 


Region (Catalufia) in the place of General Moscardo, who succeeds 
General Mufioz Grandes as Head of General Franco's Military House- 
hold, and, finally, the appointment of General Mufioz Grandes as 
Captain-General of Madrid in place of General Saliquet, who becomes 
President of the Supreme Council of Military Justice. 

Se Of these appointments the most important, from the point of 
view of British interests, is the change of High Commissioner in 
Spanish Morocco. It will be remembered that General Varela 
resigned his post of Minister of War in September, 1945, as a 
result of an attempt made on his life by a group of Falange 
extremists, who threw a*:bomb at him as he was leaving the Church 

at Begofla after an official ceremony. The incident precipitated 
the dismissal of Sefior Serrano Sufier as Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. It may be hoped that the appoihtment as High 
Commissioner in Morocco of this able and experienced officer, who 
is a keen monarchist and friendly to the Allies, will render 
possible the settlement of the various problems connected with 
British iatereste in the Spanish zone and ‘Tangier which have arisen 
largely as a. result of the intransigence of General orges, 
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O- The appointment of General Solchaga, an old and loyal friend 


of Great Britain, to what is now the most important of the 


provincial commands is also to be welcomed. 
4. The choice of General Mufloz Grandes, the Commander of the 
Blue Division who figures on the Russian list of war criminals, as 
Captain-General of Madrid, is not calculated to make a very 
favourable impression abroad. But at least the change is not a 
change for the worse, since the new and the retiring Generals are 
equally adherents of General Franco and Germanophil in sentiment. 

I am sending copies of this despatch to His Excellency the 

Governor of Gibraltar and to the Acting British Consuls-General at 

Tangier and Barcelona. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 

Sir, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 
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omparative strength of the Spanish General Staff 
nd the ei ain. 


Encloses copies of letter of 17th January from 
Mr. Farquhar, Barcelona, suggesting that the 
Alto Estado Major and General Vigon are stronger 
in Spain than the Falange and Senor §equegica. 
Describes the various functions of the A.E.M. shich 
appears to have been formed on the German model. 
The Chiefs of the various sections are General 
Davila, General Arsenio Martinez Campos, Rear Admiral 
Arturo Genava and Colonel Felife Lapfita. Relations 


between A.5.M. and the Falange are not good. It igs 


rumoured that Franco is sconsideri dis pain the 
Falange as a gesture to America although th Gage 


References. 


is still as strong as ever. 
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[Z 3523/2383 /41 | Copy. No. 
Mr. Bowker to Mr. Eden.—(Recewed 16th March.) 


No. 157.) 
Ir, : Madrid, 13th March, 1945. 
I HAVE. the honour to transmit herewith copies of.a letter from. His 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Barcelona, in which he raises the pertinent question 
whether the Spanish General Staff, usually known as the A.E.M. (or Alto Estado 
Major) does nof{represent a more fundamental and dangerous weapon for 
authoritarian rule in Spain than the Falange itself. 

2. The A.E.M. owes its existence and powers to a decree of the 
30th August, 1939. It consists of three sections—(a) Military: for the 
co-ordination of plans, &c., between the three services; (6) Economic: to advise 
on the utilisation ‘‘of the entire national resources in the case of war’’; 
(c) Intelligence : to “* study the military strength and economic resources of other 
countries.’ Its personnel are appointed directly by the head of the State. 

3. The exercise of these functions gives the A.E.M. power unequalled by 
any other body in the State, including the Council of Ministers, and it holds 
the secrets which cannot be trusted to any Ministry, with its numerous officials. 
Under (a) and (b) above it can control the use of raw materials. It has absolute 
authority in all matters dealing with armaments, &c., and the plans concerning 
the construction of the new Spanish fleet are known only to it. No Ministry can 
interfere with its work or its decisions. Under (c) it has in its hands the entire 
system of espionage and prec ie gon in the country. All military, air 
and naval attachés abroad are directly subject to it. It has a specially-trained 
army of observers who are engaged in watching the frontiers. Every kind ‘of 
secret service work is under its authority, The Directorate-General of Security 
must submit all information which reaches it to the A.E.M. and all arrests of any 
importance must be communicated to it. It is the supreme police authority in 
Spain and is controlled by the picked officers of General Franco. The Gestapo 
branch of the A.E.M. has been skilfully built on German models and, particularly 
since Himmler’s visit in 1941, German officers have ensured that its development 
has not diverged from German lines. In military intelligence and counter- 
espionage it has, in fact, cénsistently worked in close co-operation with the 
Germans, by whom it has been, and presumably still is, subsidised. The informa- 


‘tion which it has obtained from its various sources abroad and in Spain is at the 


disposal of the Germans, and German agents work in conjunction with its agents. 
If our efforts to clear up once and for all the network of German agents which 
still exists in Spain have been consistently torpedoed it can be safely asserted 
that the independent and su nenielaaaial position of the A.E.M. and its pro- 
German bias have been largely responsible. 

4. The military side of the A.E.M. is also an entirely German creation. As 
an example of the close co-operation which still exists between it and the 
Germans, I am told that the two German officers who accompanied the Spanish 
diplomatic messenger from Berlin on the 6th February drove straight to the 
A.E.M. on their arrival in Madrid. 

5. The chief of the A.E.M., General Davila, though apparently a colour- 
less individual, was probably the most efficient commander in the civil war. He 
was subsequently made Minister of War and has since unobtrusively, but in 
effect, been the most important element in the direction of the A.E.M. The 
intelligence section is under General Arsenio Martinez Campos, who was 
formerly a notorious pro-German, but whose wealth and business connexions 
have recently inclined him to wish to be friendly with the winning side. The most 
active and intelligent members of this section appear to be Lieut.-Colonel Antonio 
Gores, Air Force Colonel José Juste Iraola, and especially a certain Major Pedro 
Martinez. The chiefs of the other two sections are understood to be Rear- 
Admiral Arturo Genova (military) and Air Force Colonel Felipe Laffita 
<a | . 

6. The A.E.M. may be regarded as a logical.projection, on the German 
model, of the disproportionately powerful political aspirations nourished by the 
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Spanish generals for a century or more past. Nevertheless, nothing like it has. 
existed before in Spain and the mere fact that it exists, by increasing and giving 
a kind of eanstitutional permanence to the power of the armed forces as a whole, 
terids to reduce the power of individual generals.. By its presence everywhere 
and in everything it binds the army to the head of the State, making 
pronunciamentos by local commanders in the old style less likely to succeed. 

7. In spite of its German origin, and the peculiarly unpleasant German 
character of some of its offshoots, there is no close understanding between the 
A.E.M. and the Falange. On the contrary, their dislike for each other is mutual. 
Highly-placed members of -the party frequently show unmistakable signs of 
hatred for certain generals and senior officers. The Spanish anny of to-day, 
especially the middle and junior ranks, which were largely embodied during the 
civil war and after, has developed a strong professional spirit and the party has 
not succeeded, as it hoped to do, in “ falangising ’’ the armed forces. This is 
due partly, perhaps, to the fact that during war young Falangists who joined 
the army developed a healthy dislike for their former comrades who were profiting 
from their position behind the lines to play at politics and enrich themselves in 
the process. Consequently, it may well be that 1f and when the Falange is done 
away with, it will be the generals who will deliver the blow, with the certain 
knowledge that the rank and file of the army will support them. 

8. However, this does not mean that the Falange is already half-dead or 
moribund. Far from it. It is true that its influence on foreign policy has 
steadily declined since the fall of Serrano Sufier, Nevertheless, the Falange 
leaders still have frequent access to General Franco. Arias Salgado, the Vice- 
Secretary for Press and Propaganda, sees him with some frequency and intimacy, 
while Arrese, the iinisher-danrdiitey of the party, is still one of Franco’s intimate 
Counsellors, even if the relationship is more personal than political. The 
Minister for Foreign Affairs himself propounded a surprising theory in a recent 
interview with me by affirming that while Falange had no influence on Spanish 
in, policy, it was a useful internal element for General Franco in that it 
gave him a broader basis for his Government than would have been the case with 
a purely military administration. If, Sefior Lequerica said, after the civil war 
Gasset Franco had formed a purely mili Government, this would inevitabl 


have been a reactionary administration. e inclusion of the Falange, whi 


T 
embraced a number of political elements, oe the régime a much broader basis. 


Perhaps, also, General Franco and the A.E.M. know that they have in the Falange 
a scapegoat for the hostility which is always felt in Spain for any régime in 
power, and particularly a dictatorship. 

8. I have recently heard indirectly from a well-informed source that General 
Franco intends to disband the Falange shortly and that he is planning to do 
this soon after the arrival of the new United States Ambassador as a special 
gesture to the United States. It is very probable that the Spanish Government: 
tana particularly, the Ministry of Industry and Commerce) are preparing 
bouquets for Mr. Armour and it is possible that some such gesture as this may 
be included among them, although hitherto I have received the impression 
that General Franco neither wishes, nor sees any necessity, to deprive himself 
of Falange, which has recently shown fresh confidence -with the public’s renewed 
fear of extremist disorders and which General Franco seems to think will soon 
be recognised abroad as alga the finest Spanish traditions and as serving 
as a model for other nations. The disbandment of Falange would, no doubt, 
make a considerable impression on public opinion abroad. But, as Mr. Farquhar 
suggests in his letter, it would not remove the Germanophil influences in the 
Spanish régime. Falange leaders are mainly young men without deep background 
or convictions, to whom a change of political outlook need not present great 
difficulties. But the Germanophil sentiment of the leading members of the 
A.E.M, is deep-rooted and it is the removal of these men, who are much more 
likely to perpetuate the spirit of German militarism in Spain than the Falange 
chiefs, which would be a convincing proof of a change of heart in General Franco 
and a genuine desire on his part to adapt his policy to one of real friendship 
with the United Nations. : o* P 

ave, &c. 


R. J. BOWKER. 
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Spanish generals for a century or more past. Nevertheless, nothing like it has. 
existed before in Spain and the mere fact that it exists, by increasing and giving 
a kind of eanstitutional permanence to the power of the armed forces as a whole, 

terids to reduce the power of individual generals. By its presence everywhere 
and in everything it binds the army to the head of the State, making 
pronunciamentos by local commanders in the old style less likely to succeed. 

7. In spite of its German origin, and the peculiarly unpleasant German 
character of some of its offshoots, there is no close understanding between the 
A.E.M. and the Falange. On the contrary, their dislike for each other is mutual. 
Highly-placed members of the party frequently show unmistakable signs of 
hatred for certain generals and senior officers. The Spanish army of to-day, 
especially the middle and junior ranks, which were largely embodied during the 
civil war and after, has developed a strong professional spirit and the party has 
not succeeded, as it hoped to do, in “ falangising’’ the armed forces. This is 
due partly, perhaps, to the fact that during war young Falangists who joined 
the army developed a healthy dislike for their former comrades who were profiting 
from their position behind the lines to play at politics and enrich themselves in 
the process. Consequently, it may well be that if and when the Falange is done 
away with, it will be the generals who will deliver the blow, with the certain 
knowledge that the rank and file of the army will support them. 

8. However, this does not mean that the Falange is already half-dead or 
moribund. Far from it. It is true that its influence on foreign policy has 
steadily declined since the fall of Serrano Sufier, Nevertheless, the Falange 
leaders still have frequent access to General Franco. Arias Salgado, the Vice- 
Secretary for Press and Propaganda, sees him with some frequency and intimacy, 
while Arrese, the tiniehen-Seaeaiars of the party, is still one of Franco’s intimate 
Counsellors, even if the relationship is more personal than political. The 
Minister for Foreign Affairs himself propounded a surprising theory in a recent 
interview with me by affirming that while Falange had no influence on Spanish 
ih, policy, it was a useful internal element for General Franco in that it 
gave him a broader basis for his Government than would have been the case with 


a purely military administration. If, Sefior Lequerica said, after the civil war 
General Franco had formed a purely vg 4 Government, this would inevitab! 
T 


have been a reactionary administration. e inclusion of the Falange, whi 
embraced a number of political elements, gave the régime a much broader basis. 
Perhaps, also, General Sane and the AEM. know that they have in the Falange 
a scapegoat for the wages | which is always felt in Spain for any régime in 
power, and particularly a dictatorship. 

8. I have recently heard indirectly from a well-informed source that General 
Franco intends to disband the Falange shortly and that he is planning to do 
this soon after the arrival of the new United States Ambassador as a special 
gesture to the United States. It is very probable that the Spanish Government 
land particularly, the Ministry of Industry and Commerce) are preparing 
bouquets for Mr. Armour and it is possible that some such gesture as this may 
be included among them, although hitherto I have received the impression 
that General Franco neither wishes, nor sees any necessity, to deprive himself 
of Falange, which has recently shown fresh confidence -with the public’s renewed 
fear of extremist disorders and which General Franco seems to think will soon 
be recognised abroad as embodying the finest Spanish traditions and as serving 
as a model for other nations. The disbandment of Falange would, no doubt, 
make a considerable impression on public opinion abroad. But, as Mr. Farquhar 
suggests in his letter, it would not remove the Germanophil influences in the 
Spanish régime. Falange leaders are mainly young men without deep background 
or convictions, to whom a change of political outlook need not present great 
difficulties. But the Germanophil sentiment of the leading members of the 
A.E.M, 1s deep-rooted and it is the removal of these men, who are much more 
likely to perpetuate the spirit of German militarism in Spain than the Falange 
chiefs, which would be a convincing proof of a change of heart in General Franco 
and a genuine desire on his part to adapt his policy to one of real friendship 
with the United Nations. : 

I have, &c. 


R. J. BOWKER. 


Enclosure. 
Mr. Farquhar to Mr. Bowker. 


Barcelona, 17th January, 19-45. 

AFTER nearly four years here I have seen Anglo-Spanish relations pass 
through various phases and the present one, in which we and the Spaniards are 
sulking and the Spaniards and Americans flirting, has tempted me to think 
aloud and to inflict my thoughts upon you. 

2. On more than one occasion I have been struck with the fact that, although 
Falangists are noisy, obstructive and offensive, they are not the real obstructionists 
who are much better camouflaged and must be sought elsewhere. I may be wrong 
but I sometimes wonder whether Franco and that group of powerful and 
influential generals in his civil and military establishment, together with the 
all-pervading influence of the Spanish General Staff, are not more dangerous 
than the Falange which they use as a screen. I doubt whether Franco and his 
generals have any real belief in Falange ideology, and I suspect them of a 
profound admiration for the German General Staff and of trying to constitute 
here a form of camouflaged military domination over Spain in the same way as 
the German Grosser Generalstab has, for many years, exercised power in 
' Germany. To draw a bog at a venture, it would not surprise me if General 
Vigon, an out-and-out admirer of German military methods and of the German 
General Staff, does not have more influence on Franco as far as foreign policy 
is concerned, than does Lequerica, who seems, in any case, to be a bit of a light 
weight. The fact that the Spanish General Staff are hand in glove with the 
Germans and that the Spanish police services of all sorts and kinds seem to work 
hand in ay with the Gestapo might perhaps fit into this picture. 

3. The days of Falangism are probably numbered. They would be a 
blatant and ridiculous ere, sented in any post-war Europe, but would the 
Allies (and incidentally the Spanish people) gain anything if Franco and his 
generals merely changed the puppets on the scene whilst remaining in the back- 
ground, pe all the strings, and thoroughly imbued with the spirit, aims and 
ideals of authoritarianism on the German General Staff model? And for as 


long as Franco and his — remain at the head of affairs in Spain, will not 


German militarism be able to count on a bolt-holé and a spiritual home? 
Would it be too far-fetched to seek a parallel in the Argentine where they 
have something worse than a bunch of generals—they are nearly all colonels! 


HAROLD FARQUHAR. 


i at 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
ton | : MADR IDe 
No. 157. 13th March, 1945-6 


Sir, 


1 have the honour to transmit herewith cepies of a letter from 
His Majesty's Consul-Genéral at Barcelona, in which.he raises the 
pertinent question\whéther the Spanish General Staff, usually know as 
the A-E.Me (or Alto Estado Major) does not represent a more fundamental 
and dangerous weapon for authoritarian rule in Spain than the Falange 
itself. 


2e The A-Ee-Me owes its existence and powers to a Decree of 
August 30th, 1939. It consists of three Sections; (a) Military: for 
the coordination of plans, etc., between the three Services, (b) Economic: 
to advise on the utilisation “of the entire national resources in the 
case of war", (c) Intelligence: to'study the military strength and | 
economic resources of other countries”. Its personnel are appointed 
directly by the Head of the State. 


. Je The exercise of these functions gives the A.E.M. power 
unequalled ‘by~any other Body in the State, including .the Council of 
Ministers and it holds the secrets which camot be .trusted to any Ministry, 
with its numerous officials. Under (a)-and (b) above it can control 
the use of raw materials. It has absolute authority in all matters 
dealing with armaments, etc., and the plans concerning the construction 
of the new Spanish fleet are known only to ite No Ministry can interfere 
with its work or its decisions. Under (c) it has in its hands the 
entire system of espionage and counter—espionage in the country. All 
Military, Air and Naval Attachés abroad are. directly subject to ite It 
has a specially-trained army of observers who are engaged in watching 
the frontiers. Every kind of secret service work is under its authority. 
The Directorate-General of Security must submit all information which 
reaches it to the A-EeMe and all arrests:of any importance must be . 
communicated to ite It is the supreme police authority in Spain and is 
controlled by the picked officers of General Franco. The Gestapo Branch 


Of the A.E.}i. has been. skilfully built on German models, and, particularly 


Since Himmler's visit in .1941,German officers have ensured that its 
development has not diverged from German lines. In military intelligence 
and counter-espionage it. has, in fact, consistently worked.in close 


cooperation with the Germans, by whom it has been, and presumably still 


\‘'is, subsidised. The information which it has obtained from its various 
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sources abroad. and. in Spain is at the disposal of the Germans, and 
German agents work in conjunction with its agénts. .If.our efforts to 
clear up once and for all the network of German agents which still - 

exists in Spain have been consistently torpedoed it can. be safely asserted 
that the independent and super-ministerial position of the As Ee Me and i 


its pro-German, bias have been largely pie noel 


Le The jilitary side of ‘the. A. E.Me is also an entiiely German. 


fap e+ Moone om. SAND ABE, the close cooperation which still exists ‘bet 


it and the Ge I am told that;the two German officers who accompanied | 
the Sp sanish: @ a ipdematic messenger from Berlin on February 6th, drove: 
straight to. he A.E.Me. on their arrivel in Madrid. bts 


cy ‘the Chier of the. heBke, General: Davila, chshaie ‘eonsabuecedin't 
PE oR individual, was probably the most efficient commander in the. 
eivil Ware Raa was” 5 sa cr made Minister of Wer and has since : 
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unobtrusively, but in effec ESAt = ortant element in the 


direction of the A.E.li. Thej Intelligence Secgion is under General 
Arsenio: Martinez Campos, whogw ce torious pro-German but 
whose wealth and business c Aoi ve’ 'rgbently inclined him to wish 
to be friendly with the winn Side. The ‘most active and intelligent 
members of this Section appear to be Lt. Colonel Antonio Cores, Air 
Force Colonel José Juste Iraola, and especially a certain Major Pedro 

Martinez. The Chiefs of the other two Sections are understood to be 
Rear—-Admiral Arturo Genova (Military ) and Air Force Colonel Felipe 
Laffita: (Economic). . - 


c 


6. The A.E.Me may be’ regarded as a logical projection,-on the 
German model, of the disproportionately-.powerful political aspirations 
nourished by the Spanish Generals for a century or more paste ‘Neverthe- 
less, nothing like it has existed before in Spain and the mere fact 
that it exists, by increasing and giving a kind of constitutional 
permanence.to the power of the Armed Poreces as a whole, tends to 
reduce the -power of individual generalsse By its presence everywhere 
and in everything it binds the Army to the Head of the State, making 


pronunciamentos by local Counenaere in the old style less likely to 
succeede 


fe In spite of its German origin, and the peculiarly unpleasant 
German character of some of its offshoots, there is no close understanding 
between the A.E.M. and the Falange. On the contrary, their dislike for 
eachother is mutual. Highly-placed members of the Party frequently - 
show unmistakable signs of hatred for certain generals and senior officers. 
The Spanish Army of today, especially the middle and junior ranks, which 
were largely embodied during the civil war-and after, has developed 
a strong professional spirit and the Party has not succeeded, as it. 
hoped to do, in "falangizing" the armed forces. This is due partly, 
perhaps, to the fact that during the war young Falangists who joined the 
army. developed a healthy dislike for their’ former comrades who were 
profiting from their position behind the lines to play at politics and 
enrich themselves in the’ process. Consequently, it may well be that if 
and when the Falange is done away with, it will be the generals who 


will deliver the blow, with the certain knowledge- BRAS the rank and 
file of the army will support them. 


8. However, “this does not mean that the Falange is‘ already half- 
dead or moribund. Far from it. It is-true that its influence on 
foreign policy has steadily déclined since the fall of Serrano Sufer. 
Nevertheless, the Falange leaders:.still have frequent access to General 
Franco. Arias Salgado, the Vice-Secretary:for Press and Propaganda, sees 
him with some frequency and intimacy, whie Arrese, the Minister—- °< 
Secretary .of the Party, is still one of Franco's intimate Counsellors, 
even if the relationship is more personal. than political. The Minister 
for Foreign Affairs himself propounded a suprising theory in a recent ~ 
interview with me by affirming that-.while Falange had no influence on > 
Spanish foreign policy, it: was a useful internal element for General ~~ 
Franco in that it gave hima broader basis for His Government than would. : 
have been the case with a purely military administration. I Senor Lequerica — 
said, after the civil war General Franco Had formed -a: ‘purely military | 4 


Government, this.would inevitably have been a: reactionary administration. 


The inclusion of the Falange, which embraced a number of. political wee 
elements, gave the régime a much broader basis. ‘Perhaps, also, General * 
Franco and the A.E.M. know that they have in the Pelange a scape goat : 


for the hostility which is always felt in Spain for any —. in'power 
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a I have recently heara indirectly Tren e: well-informed source’ 
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that General Franco intends to disband the Falange shortly and that 

he is planning to do this soon after the arrival of the new United 
States Ambassador as a special gesture to the United States of Americas. 
It is very probable that the Spanish Government €and particularly 

the Ministry of Industry and Commerce) are preparing bouquets for 

Mre Armour and it is possible that some such gesture as this may be 
included among them, although hitherto I have received the impression 
that General Franco neither wishes, nor sees any necessity, to deprive 
himself of Falange, which has recently shown fresh confidence with 

the public's renewed fear of extremist disorders, and which General 
Franco seems to think will soon be recognised abroad as embodying 

the finest Spanish traditions and as serving as a model for other 
nationse The disbandment of Falange would, no doubt, make a considerable 
impression on public opinion abroad. But, as Mre Farquhar suggests 

in his letter, it would not remove the Germanophil influences in 

the Spanish régime. Falange leaders are mainly young men without 

deep background or convictions, to whom a change of political outlook 
need not present great difficulties. But the Germanophil sentiment of 
the leading members of the A.E.Me is deep-rooted and it is the removal 
of these men, who are much more likely to perpetuate the spirit of 
German militarism in Spain than the Falange chiefs, which would be 

a convincing proof of a change of heart in General Franco and a 
genuine desire on his part to adapt his policy to one of real friendship 
with the United Nations. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest 
respect; Sir, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


RS SS 


%\. 


Top=Secrete Barcelona. 
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17th January, 1945. 


After nearly four years here I have seen Anglo- 
Spanish relations pass through various phases and the 
present one, in which we and the Spaniards are 
sulking md the Spaniards and mericam flirting, has 
tempted me to think aloud ani to inflict my thoughts 
upon yous 


Ze On more than one occasion I have been struck 
with the fact that, although Pelangists are noisy, 
obstructive and offensive, they are not the real 
ovstructionists who are much better camouflaged ani 
must be sought eleewhere. I may be wrong but I 
sometimes wonder whether Franeo and that ger of 
powerful and influential generals in his ciyvi 
military establishment, together with the all- 
pervading influeme of the Spanish General Staff, »s 
not more dangerous than the Palange which the 
& sereens. I doubt whe ther Franco and his 
have any real belief in ide » and\l 
suspect them of a profound ration Tm 
General Staff and of trying to Constitute here, a form 
of camouflaged military dominati > Sp the 
same way a0 the Gormas Qvesoer gousvais has» te 
many years, exercised power in | , 
bobs at a venture, it would not 
es an out-and-out admizer of ore 
methods and of the German General 5 
more influence on France as far as foreign. : 
coneerned, than does Lequerica, who seems, in 
to be a bit of a light — The fact t 
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As 


Spanish General Staff are hand in glove with the 
Germans ani that the Upanish police serywices of all 
sorts and kinds scem to wrk hand in glove with the 
Gestapo might perhaps fit into this picture, 


Se The d.ys of FYalangism are probably numbered, 
They Would be a blatant am ridiculous anachronism in 
any post-war wurope, but would the Allies (and 
incidental ly the Spanish people) gain anything if 
Franco and his generals merely changed the puppets on 
the scene whilet remaining in the background, pulling 
all the strings, and thoroughly imbued with the spirit, 
aims and ideais of authoritarianism on the German 
General Staff model? nd for as long as Franco and 
his generale remain at the head of affairs in Spain, 
will not German militarism be able to count on a 
boltehole and a spiritual home? 


Would it be too gerefetched to seek a parallel 
in the Argentine where they have something worse 
than a bunch of Generals « they are nearly all 
Coloneis! 


(S¢d) HAROLD FARQUHARe 
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Reisiry }7, 3624/285/41 | Unrest in North Spain ting from Fatangist 


Mr. B r 
FROM Sts oer Refers to Madrid despatch 136 of the 2nd March 
- (Z 3353/233/41). Transmits copy of letter from 
No. 144 Consulate General, Barcelona, dated lst March, 


(102/5/45) _ | reporting great publicity given to the mrder of the 
Dated Tth March,1945, two Falangists in Madrid, and describing the 


Received ren March, various feelings on the 5 3p It i86 thought that 
in Registry § 1945, the sucess of the United Nations will increase the 


unrest. 
Z: Spain 
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HIS Majesty’sCheargé d'Affaires Madrid, 
presents his compliments to HeMePeSe Sele Ae 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 


documents. 
British.. HWDAS.SY. ». 
vvenbeéunsseunariee Maaride.... 


Reference to previous correspondence: fe 
Madrid Despatch loe-136-ef 2nd March, 1945 
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Copy of letter to Unrest in the North 
Chancery from Consulate as a result of the 
General Barcelona, murder of two 
dated lst arch, 1945. Falangists 

* —_ EP S 


8479 21952—1 (4) 


The Chancery, 


COPY British Consulate-General, 


H/21/45- ¥" BARCELONA. 


Ist March, 195. 
Dear Chancery, 


There hes been a great deal of attention paid by the local 
press to the murder of the two Falangists in Madrid and a 
certain amount of clamour for reprisals against the Communists. 
We think that we can sum up the local feeling as follows:- 


(a) fhe murder is a direct reprissl for the killing of 
16 Maguis captured in the North; 


(b) the local Falangists seem to be feeling rather 
nervous. The Civil Governor has not improved matters by meking 
s rether inflammatory speech to the local "Guardia de Franco” 
at Sardanola, and although it has not been definitely establish- 
ed we think that these youths have since been furnished with 
automatic pistols; 


(c) the Palange papers have for several days published 
an announcement ordering all the members of the Vieja Guardia 
of Falange to report for enrolment in the "Guardia de Franco", 

In this connection we have heard that there has been a 
certain anount of coercion and even threats in the case-of 
party members who have become tepid in their loyalty; 


(d) it is reported that in the districts of Sans and La 
Tarrasa }faquis elements are actively at work and such would 
appear to be their power there that threats of vengeance have 
been received by the local officials should any Maquis,be 
imprisonede bai od # 


ee The foregoing shows that there is considerable unrest 
in the province and this is likely to increase as the TAOS ORT 
of the United Nations in Hurope grows closer. of ¥ 


3. We will keep you informed of any further developments. | 


: Yours ever, 2 a eae 
CONSULATE-GENERAL et ce 


British Embassy, 
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ne: 3879/233/41. Assass LY ation of D : ral in zarcelona 


Refers to Madrid despatch No. 156 of 2nd March 
{% 3353/233/41). Transmits copy of letter from 
Consulate-General, Barcelona, H/23/45 of 12th March, 
describing the assassination of Dr. Morales, ; 
| . Provincial chief of the C.N.S. on 4th March, | 
Dated 20th March, following his address to bh, i meeting and the 

laborate funeral h fol - Ita 

24th March, fesoribed ine red voich. so ere for Fasaiee Doriot, 

1945- | and comments on it. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 


MADRID, 
ecOth March, 1945, 


With the comp 1imetit s of 


CHANCERY, ie 


Reference Madrid Despatéh No. z 
of the 2nd March, 1940. 


Western Department, 
Foreixzn Office. 
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British Consulate-General, 
Barcelona, 


H/23/45. 12th March, 1945, 


Dear Chancery, 


Two events have occurred locally during the past week 
which may be of interest to you, 


Ze On Sunday, 4th March, Dr. Morales, Provincial 
Chief of the C.N.&. was stopped on the main road between Falset 
and Reus and killed by shots from a roadside bus, His body was 
then placed in his car and left by the roadside, This 
assassination is the more ironical in that tnree days before, 
Dr. Morales had addressed a meeting of Falangists in Reus during 
which-he stated “for @8very Falangist dead we will shoot ten 
hostages", 


Oe Following the murder, an elaborate funeral was 
held in Reus: the populace were compelled to attend and all 
business houses and factories were closed, The Civil Governor 
of Tarra.ona was the principal mourner and made an inflammatory 
speech which was broadcast by Radio Tarrayona and Radio Reus. 
Amon, the many party wreaths was one bearing a large swastika 
from the German Consul-General in Barcelona, and as the funeral 
orocession moved throuwzh the streets uniformed Falangists shouted 
"Down with Russia", "Down with the United Nations" and “Long 
Live Germany", 


4. On March ord a requiem mass was held for the 
notorious Jacques Doriot. this was attended by the Vichy ex- 
Consul-General, the German Consul and several leadin,g 
representatives of the Falange, including the Civil Governor's 
private secretary representing his chief. It is remarkable that 
this incident should have occurred in that the Front Populaire 
was so hostile to the Spanish BMationalists during the Civil War. 
As Doriot was an atheist the French church refused to allow the 
mass to be celebrated in the church of the French colony. 


Yours ever, 


CONSULATE-GENERAL. | 


The Chancery, 
British Embassy, 
‘Madrid, 
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Registry | 
Number LY 5944/2355 /41 Refers to Madrid despatch 156 of srd March 
FROM m (Z 3353/233/41). Describes speech given at 

Mr, Bowker, Valladolid by Senor Fernandez Cuesta, the President 
Madrid. of the Conseijo del Estada, where he referred-to the 
No. 158 (1092/12/45) ideals of Falangism and defined the Party's doctrine. 
The speech acknowledged the existence of those who 
Dated 14th March,1945. | dislike Falange and said the Falange would go if it 


Received were found to be an hindrance, 


mn Registry26 th March, 
1945. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
MADRID. 


luth March, 1945. 


No.158. 
(102/12/45 ) 


Sir, , Zi. 


With reference to my despatch No. 136 of March 3rd, I have the 
honour to inform you that on March 5th Senor Fernandez Cuesta, the 
President of the Consejo del Estado, delivered a long speech sat 
Valladolid. After having been introduced with a few truculent words 
by the Civil Governor recalling the assassination of the two 
Felengists on 25th February, Senor Fernandez Cuesta embarked on a 
long and somewhat tedious defence of Falangism, containing all the 
- usual platitudes... The mission of the Falange, he said, was to give 
: "“ynolitical substance.to a régime which otherwise perhaps would have 
. had a purely negative character". After the Civil War many people 
— entered the Falange “in order to climb on to the chariot of victory", 
” and later, when the course of the war altered, found themselves out 
7 of sympathy with Falange ideas. This situation had resulted in a 
é failure to appreciate that Falange had its own independent ideals, 
J 
~ 
: 


and that it was not a mere imitation of Fascism of the Italian or 
German brand.e Consequently, he declared, (after somewhat pathetically 
admitting that it seemed to be the fate of the Falange never to be 
understood) the best service he could render was to define once 

more the Party's doctrine. The speaker thereupon did so at length 

and the picture he drew was as confused as that of other Falange 
speakers who have attempted the same task before him. 


2e In spite of the length of the speech and the considerable 


prominence given to it in the Press, it contained only two new 
points: : 


(i) It openly acknowledged that there were people who in 
good faith thought that the disappearance of the Falange 
would save Spain and that she wes lost if the Falange 
continued. 


(ii) It stated that the Falange would not “continue in its 
post" if it felt that it was not properly serving Spain, 
and that it was really only an ebstacle. 


3- Although, after making these points, Senor Fernandez Cuesta 
went on to declare that the dissolution of the Falange would be the 


wreck of Spain, this is the first public mention of a possibility 
which has hitherto been unmentionable. 


I have the honour to be, with the 
highest respect, Sir, 


your most obedient humble Servant, 


Ascot 


COPYRIGHT ~ NOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERMISSION 


The Right Honourable 
Anthony Eden, MeC., MePe, 

etc., etc., etc. ‘ 
Foreign Office. 
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mrest in Spain resulting from Fe re methods. 


Registry y 3945/233/41 

er P / 4 Refers to Madrid despatch 136 of 2nd March 

FROM Mr, Bowker, (Z-3555/235741). Transmits copies of reports from 

Madrid. Valencia, Alicante, Vigo and Ribadeo, reporting 

the spreading of unrest in those districts because 

No. 164 (1/56/45) of the recent Falange murders and bomb explosions. 

Suggests this is due to the Allied VictoriesddJthe 

Dated 17th March,1945./ threat to the pesition of the Falange. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY ; 
MADRID. 


No. 164. 
(1/56/45. / > JaAr 17th March, 1945. 


Tae 


Sir, 


With reference to my despatch No. ike, the 2nd March, 
eeeee T have the honour to transmit to you herewith copies of 
reports which have reached me from Valencia, Alicante, Vigo 
and Ribadeo, regarding the political situation in those 
erease It will be seen from these reports that the general 
unkestsof which symptoms have been the recent bomb explosions 
and the murder on February 2/7th of two Falangists in Madrid 
and which has been reported from Barcelona as existing in 
that area.~as well, is becoming Wdespread at least in South 
East and Nerth West Spain, and that the Falange in these 
districts are reacting violently to the threat qf, their position. 


2. It is likely that this unrest is largely due to 
the apparently imminent collapse of Nazism before the Allied 
armies, and that it will increase steadily until the day of 


victory. 


I have the honour to be with the 
highest respect, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble §Bervant, 


pacer ecm toes 
The Right Honourable 


Anthony Eden 5 Me C a Nie P *9 
CtCe, CTCe; etc., 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 
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British Consulate, 
VALENCIA- 


6th March, 1945. 
Dear Chemcery, 


Political executions. None have come to my knowledge 
since my last report, but there has Been a large increase 
in the number of arrests, made by Falange members without 
any warrant of authority, usually in the small hours of the 
nichte 

In the majority of cases, the persons arrested have 
been released after a short questioning regarding their political 
colour and their connection with any elements outside Spain; 
those with communist tendencies or antecedents have suffered 


physical violence. 


Yours ever, 


VALENCIA. 


The Chancery, 
British Embassy, 
MADRID. 
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COPY 
26th February, 1945. 


BRITISH VICE CONSULATE 


Alicante 


Dear Chancery, 
GENERAL REPORT 


On ther2zsrd instant a police agent :.was°murdered by some 
men whom he was trying to arrest in a country house within the 
boundariesoof Elche« The agent in. question -:-aomember of the 
Vieja Guardia etc., was ea first class Falangist: and; consegquently,. 
there has been a bit of an-upro@. "There are-many versions:-of 
the affairg,all based on the murderers -béeing communists but we 
can pretty safely assume that it happened as follows: the dead 
man and two others had not been isent.officially to arrest the 
people in:question. » They: had found out: that Cet ew adn 


fhe ‘agents: drove | aaepttot -the 
house, knocked at. ‘the ican and: ie reply to. an Sigqutry ‘from within 
Stated that they’ were police officers. The .dodm iapened, one of 
them walked in, Was met.by a fusillade :of pistol *shets:iand the 
other two agents: ran‘away. There does not appear ‘to be any 
.truth in the versions: that the: occupants: of: the Baier te raat a 
machine gun, wierless transmitter 6te.-- | WB a 


| co:s As this is the first case of violent resistance to the 
fe authorities ithere has; been quite :s dot-of comment which has: not 
been encouraged by the authorities: apart: from the fact -that a 
public: Tumnsral: was held:-at Elehe: on: the: 2hth at which: all. the 
Militery,: Givil and Ralangist. authorities: assisted. - »>There.:have | 
“not: been: any: eat Stetements about, reprisals etc. ;,! although so | 
far: between: 100/250 people: have: be@nuanrested.in Biché«and' some “4 
7/8. here, but is known that members of the: Palenge' haves:been 
ordered to have no, compunction in “pumping off" suspects if 
found with fArearms's BOE t pplarty SO in Murcia. 


See It is thought here that. the. affair is a result of. ‘resent 
circulars distributed by Falange threaténing everybody. ‘af any- 3 
‘thd g happens" and it is believed that this will not be. the only — 
ease as. it “is obvious that, at this stage of affairs, ‘n rag fo 
| ae  vapeens to bettas sua 5 et a be beaten or: wierd is" ge going 


- - 


let himself. sbe<arrested inthe middle ‘Of bhe nights 

there: is some nervousness as. it is: also: feared that the 
Falengists will start taking. the law°intoe -their hands andishooting 
some. Reds in reprisal, thus ‘starting a chain ‘weech might result 
in e gertenes: wobacie:. ren ater i LER ES 


POLIT 
less organ 8 mit : | : i | 
towns... “The»new AT #& NACIONAL: De PUERZAS ._DEMOCRATICAS which 
.ineiudes edi /p 8) exc % Gonmmunist, appears to be growing 
in. favours akthough the presence: in their midst of the Cun, 7. 
is not. “iewed with sympathy: by maderate-growps. jirtake iit thet 
you: have seem itheir: circulars.: <I enclose. their ‘officiak'iintro- 
duction cho “this province, dated February ‘2945: giving the! ‘terms 
of agreement between. ‘the ‘strongest a psy ‘Sane te. ‘Republicen, 
Socialist, U.G.T. and- th PSP Leys i} pf ah Siti ioe 


od oie chet agenerally.agreed by most. people (of: different social 

: pe aiong y thet.the Franco régine is bound to: See end .that 

steps shoukd be: ctakeh: $9) avoid 3B budden,: : thie 

‘the: Wan. !However;:'h obitly’ seems: to ‘knoiv, ng! sot 

sufficient. influence: ahd strength: to" a8 gon to wb: 

ismol single individual, with thé:possitie exception 

ab her Duke: of Alba; who:would. bev vespéoted bY gl partie 
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SECRET. 


MEMORANDUM No» /. 


From: Acting British Consul, VIGO 
LTE EID g adhe 1s HM) Chamgé *a° So tay British: Embassy, 
Lo RESIST tL 5 te EAE: ‘MADRID. : 
Date: 12th Merch, 19415. 1 aes | 
$3 % (By Bug 26358 Be) - 


| r > td ’ 1 


Presumably as a result of “thé assaésination. et two "Walang istas" 
in Madrid recently (believed in Somé quarters to have been. instigeted 
by their own Party.) , local members of:..the Party are going about more in= 
sémi-uniforms., slogans have appeared on’ promt ent vuildings, such as 
‘Ta Falange éspéra™, and at Téast ‘one pélitie¢sl opponent has ‘been 
beaten up, so badly that he is at present -in\s' nursing home in a 
critica condition. A cutting from the:"Faro’de Vigo" of the 
2nd March £8 attached, giving the name of the person and the nature 
of his injuries but refraining from making any reference to the 
cause or possible cause of such injuries. 


2. Orders to the militant members of ‘the Party have been 
issued through the Press and by private circular to the militant 
members only. Copies of both are attached, from which it will be 
noted thet there is a fundamental aifference between the two versions. 

43. Whereas the Order, as published in the Press, states 
that all commentary, criticism or censure of the Régime, Falange or 
the Caudillo shall be immediately revorted to the authorities, the 
Circular states that such commentary, criticism or censure shall. be 
repressed in the act with ell violence, energy. and efficacy. 


4. It will also be noted.that the last paragraph has been 
altered in the Press version, this latter making no mention of the 
time-limit imposed for applications to be made to become members of 
the “Guardia de Franco" and it refers to all militant members "who | 
really possess the spirit of Falange”, wherees the Circular ‘ede wii 
"Every militant who wishes. to éont inue to be SUCHe +++." | 


5. There is no Goubt that the authorities are Samat as 2 “lind: 
eye to this-outburst of brutality as there is no evidence that-any ~~ 
effort has been or'is being ‘made. to bring the culprits: to JUSTLOO = (5 ¥ 
although it is said*thet at least one or’ two of them are known GOe 4 


"Rha: general public. 
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Tee ee 6s" As distinct ffom the Falenge, the Splice have’ peceitly: been 
ca) Re tate Abe up ‘socalled communists and putting them in jail and: big Haye 
MS hs- quite @ number. of them in prison at the present time, many. ot". 
them "incomunieados”.. Our latest information is Shep some he clk 
pare have, SeViN released, 


Sere Cab, Wee asked the’ ‘Vieeconsuletes at Corwin: and: Gijon +6. send” an é 
us in are orton ‘the situation in their. districts in order: to. be ae 
ore to" o make thi6 report cover. the made MER FO ples ny 


he > \ he: ms, 


Coe soe EN mine a replied gaying that. ehke: ‘had sosorea Wipe SY cee” 
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open Jaontiid ti thothatie: pol padad: apbonents. .daaiye eee th, have 
made -during: the last few months for political reasons, and there’ 


are many cases of people ‘@isappearing ; fof whomeno trace can be found, | 
but it is impossible ;G0ileay if -anyoof«the arrests have been mede at 
the instigation of Falenge nor if they are in any way responsible 


7“ ees ~~. eee 


for the disappearance of individualsces ~ they were formerly reported 
to bee. The position 45 rather. obscure and complicated as so many 
Qf “the police are reported: td Be ‘members ‘of Felange". ° 
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NO. NA. 13/45. British Vice Consulate, 
ae ae Ribadeo. 


SECRET | 
19th February, 1945. 


Sir, 


_Isbeg to-report thatrthere is a very. @ecided’ tightening up 
of the-inspection:of all-road: traffic 4n this area, especially 
Asturias, by, the Authorittess -.I-have been ouf all: day with the 
car along: the coast -in Asturias snd was stopped time and again ‘at 

short distances -by ‘armed carabineers - (Guardia Givil.d¢e-Las Costias ). 
ly identification papers were examined end a copy taken, registra- 
tion number of. car, was noted down, and intermrocatian made ss ‘to 
where. 1. had .come, from, where 1 was going; ‘end the object of: my 
journey~ It seems: to pe -all a farmality ‘ta :impress the ‘civil’ 

_ population -who see. all:-that is going.ons ‘fhe Civil..Guards. are also 

out. patrolling the roads. in greatem nuntbers then, usualy; but. they 
are.not stoppinge:..treffic by Gaye : 


2. ~The control.is. -particulerly noticeable at crossroads 
and side roads leading down to coastal villages. and small harbours 
off the main road. I went down to the small herbour: of PUERTO. DE 
VEGA, which is two miles off the Coast Road, where the wooden landing 
stage ex Normandy coast was brought in by fishermen ostensibly to 
find out what had heppened: to-it but ih reality to cet detsils of 
the harbour. While having a walk along the harbour I was aecosted 
by a carabineer who; examined: my Hentification papers and as I did 
not have a military pass he insisted that I must leave the place. 
He hed been given definite instructions by the Captain of carabineers 
in Luarca not to allow any forei; ners down to the harbour unless 
they could produce a military pass. ‘When I asked for an explanstion 
he maintained that the whole of the north coast of Spain is 2a 
prohibited area and that all foreigners passing through must not 
leave the main roads. I continued my journey to Luarca and called 
on the Captain of the Port who is responsible for this pert of the 
coast and he confirmed what the carabineer had told mee I explained 
I had come along to ascertain what had happened to the landing 
Stage. It is lying im the harbour et San Esteban de Ppravia and has 
not yet been put uv for sale by auction. AS soon as I left the 
Captain I was again stopped in the town of Luarca and my identifica- 
ticn papers examined. It all seemed so very much overdone but the 
public were looking on. 


je several incidents have made it clear that I am being 
very closely watched since the car arrived. I was anxious to get 
photographs today of the sandy beach at Tapia and the harbour at 
Puerto: de Vega, but carabineers kept bobbing up everywhere and so 
I thought it wiser not to run the risk of getting into trouble. [:: 
did, however, manage to get other photographs - see my Noe «Tie 


4s ‘Luarea is the centre of this control where there is’ a 
Captain of Civil Guardé and also a Ceptain of Carabineers, and they 
are both very pro-German. The present Captain of Carabineers in 
Luarca is the man I had: trouble with in Vivero. .He is to be trans- 
ferred to San Esteban. de Pravie- ‘On the lst March next. 


‘5. The secret police are slso very active in. this area, 
frequenting bars and Keeping a watch on the quays. For some 
reason I. have been umeble to discover they are keeping a close watch 
on FOZ. They operate; from Lugo end their numbers have been: consi- 
derably: ingPeaseds “Afrests of: ee left: wing men Nee are 
being made. | | 
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6s. The ¢arabineers engsegedvon: Wéadteontret heave been 
specially drafted into the °areés dnd “ete “in additién- tothe Wsual 
strength. There has been trouble +n*SAN “CIPRIANWhére .the Lieut. 


in.charge ‘was ordered: to report to -Bbs captain “in Viverop “but 


he suspected that he wasigo ing*to ‘be *arrested so Né wade off to’ the 


‘hills with three ‘of -his :compsnions ,» and °Feimea | Wp With these in: 


miding there.’ I havecbéen ‘anxious te’ get “iréport sere! in or 

SAN CIPRIAN (for sorte: tine, butin view or tHe tension there have ~ 
considered :it prudent .to keep aways ~-Bt as wight rf the Goés?P Road 
and an unusually ‘large number',of carabiiieers ars stat idned $Hére. 
In view! of *today"s! ‘experiencé: Wt: ooks ameniowh. I‘von" t be. alowed 
to go there without s military pess, at Veast! twhiihe! the présenit 
tension lasts. This restriction is*going.to prove a decided handi- 
cap 66:I ‘do not: wish to deliberately’ provoke: the? Authorities. I 


Willwmake: enquiries in | Ls coruns eepue Pi possibi2i ty’ of getting e 


wre, 4: pass. 


4 : 


I am, Sino 7 as S : 
Your obedient Servant; 
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(/ | aA 
\A5 ain nina MAR 1945, 


. Meeting between General Franco and the Consejo 
Regisiry \  . Superior del Ejercito. 
Number & 4137/233/41 Gives details about a recent meetfing between 


General Franco and the Comjo Superior del Ejercito 
7 Ti BOwKe? provided by General Kindelan, and confirming an 
Madrids account of it given by General Aranda. General 

No. 179 Franco begin the interview by saying that Spain's 
internal,and external situations were excellent and 
Dated 27th Mar.1945. that the only future danger to the world would 
Raceieed come from Freemasonary and Communism and Great 
in Registry 40th Mar.1945.| Britain, not from Russia. General Kindelan's 
remonstrances were brushed aside. Copied Washington 


%:. Spain and Lisbon. 


_ Last Paper. (Minutes.) 
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) This is an Tere ceprele, en cong call 
but. I think that some method can be detected in his 
madness. He knows that the Generals are talking 4 
thinking about replecing him and Palange by 
nd that they are hoping for at least me oe 
apport from Great Britain. He neg™ end e. pet tsceut to 
in a @ ne at oct 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 


MADRID. 


7 Ay 37 2f/th March, 1945 


2 MAR 194: 


I have the honour to report the following 
information:given to the Military Attaché by Genéral 
Kindelan about a récent meeting between General Franco 
and the Consejo Superior del Ejercito. The information 
confirms an account of the meetings given me by Gémeral 
Aranda. 


26 According to General ‘Kindelan's account, the 

26 members of the Consejo Superior del Eijercito were 

Summoned by General Franco the day before the manifésto 

was announced on the foreign radio. Before going to 

the Prado, the Generals had a preliminary meeting among 
themselves, at which General Kindelan obtained agreement 

with Generals Varela, Ponte and Bautista Sanchez that 

if it became necessary to put certain views to General 
Franco, the four Generals would act together. At the 
interview, General Franco spoke to the assemopled Generals 

for more than an hour on the following lines. General 
Franco had heard that certain of the Generals, were 

concerned over the present internal and external situation 

of Spain. He could reassure them on voeta points. As 
regards the internal situation, Spain had never been more 
quiet, orderly or contented, As for Falansce, this was an 
element of stability and after the war foreign countries, 
especially the Uaited States of America, would imitate and 
agopt Falange principles. As regards the external situation, 
there was equally little cause for worry. General Franco's 
relations with General de Gaulle were excellent. Great 
Britain was finished, and after the war would court for 
nothing. General Franco held the British Prime Minister in 
high esteem, but the latter had confessed to him that he was 
in the hands of the Freemasons. Moreover, he could not 
forget that Mr. Churchill had sent Lord Templewood to Spain 
with the task of replacing General Franco's régime by a 
monarchy or as later appeared easier, by Communism, and had 
used the services of the traitor Madariaga. Russia would be 
exhausted by the war and at the end of hostilities would 
withdraw within her frontiers. Any danger of Communism there 
might be after the war would not come from Kussia but from 
France and Great Britain, where Freemasonry would inevitably 
give place to Communism. The 18 Spanish divisions on the 
Pyrennean frontier were there to deal, not with any possibility 
of attack from Russia, but with the danger of Communism in 
France and Great Britain. The only country which would 
count after the war was the United States of America, with 
whom Spain was on the best possible terms, and General Franco 
had a personal assurance from President Roosevelt of support 
fer his Government. General France concluded by saying 
that he supposed that the account of the situation which he 
had given would set the Generals' minds at rest, but that if 


any / 


| ©The Right Honourable Anthony Eden, M.C., M.P., 
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any of them had any obgpervations to makB, he was ready 


to hear them. . 
Se In answer to tl ANG... Ss. eral Kindelan alone 


stepped forward. He _f that while AB was concerned 

over the situation bef to.geepGereral Franco, he 
was considerably more vahti nett hu ter: aring Gereral Franco’ S 
remarks. He affirmed that as long as Falange were | 
retained, cordial relations with Great Britain and France’ 
would be impossible. Spain's existenrce,, both, politically 
and economically; depended on cordial relations with her 
two European neighbours: and it. was: pure illusion te pank 

on the support: of the United states: of. America, -» These 
observations were treated with kindly derision by.General 
Franco and tne generals were dismissed. 


ie General Kindelan is a. calm. and epjective person, 

one of the few protagonists in the present drama. whe. 
possess- those qualities, and his account of- General Franco's 
astonishing harangue to the Generals.must, I, think, be 
eredited. Apart from other things, it shows General 
Franco to be the victim of an "America® complex", evidence 
of which is’ markedly- increasing, and on. which I am 
covimenting in a separate 2 Re megA ET 


5. I’ am sending copies of this despatch te. His 
Majesty" S Ambassadors at Washington and Lisbon — 


' --* “T- heave the -henour to be, with, the ‘highest respect, 
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Sir, 
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Your most humble, ebedieat Servant. 
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in Registry 


Z: Spain 


Activities of Spanish Government against underground 
) Cc oups. 

Reports a concerte against the political 
groups working underground in Madrid and Barcelona 
against the present Spanish Government, and the 
various captures and imprisonments which have taken 
place. Gives details of the arrests of the members 
of the Confetleracion Nacional del Trabajo and of 
Communists, follewed by arrests of Madrid Socialists. 
Falange confidence appears to be increasing. Copied 
Lisbon and Gibraltar. 


Last Paper. 
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_ THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT 


SPAIN. April 3, 19465. 


SECRET. SECTION 14. 


[Z 4228/2388 /44) Copy:No. 9 


Mr. Bowker to Mr. Eden.—(Received 3rd April.) 


(No. 176. Secret.) 
Sir, Madrid, 24th March, 1946. 

I HAVE the honour to report that since the fast week of December 1944 
a concerted “drive” has been carried out against the political groups which 
had been working underground in Madrid and Barcelona against the present 
Government. The result of this sustained police activity has been the capture 
and imprisonment of a number of leading adversaries of the régime and, also, of 
several hundreds, at least, of their most trusted supporters. At the same time 
a considerable number of persons who, although actually unconnected with 
the underground movements, are reckoned potential enemies have also been 
arrested and incarcerated. 

2. The “drive” may be summarised thus: Following the sensational 
arrest in Madrid on the night of the 22nd December and subsequent days, 
reported in my despatch No. 806 of the 20th December, it became clear that 
the coalition movement in which General Aranda had been negotiating with 
representatives of the Right and Left Republicans, with friends of Gil Robles and 
with some Monarchists, had been discovered and put out of gear. Towards the 
end of the month about 150 members of the once powerful C.N.T. (Confederacion 
Nacional del Trabajo), organisation of Left syndicates, were arrested. Whether 
there existed a conspiracy is not clear, but the action of the police appears to 
have crippled Left activities in Barcelona. As far as is known, none of the 
persons arrested in Madrid were shot. In fact personal messages from them 
to their friends contain an assurance that they are being well treated. The 
news from Barcelona, however, was different. It was alleged that executions 
had taken place. As in the case of the Madrid groups, there had been a traitor 
in the camp and men for whom the police had searched for years were captured 
with ease. It is probable that those marked “dangerous” were not allowed to 
live long. The C.N.T. organisation in Madrid has not yet been located. The 
leaders are unknown to the police. They live on the outskirts of Madrid and 
possess motor-cars and a printing press. It was this press which produced a 
well-written double sheet addressed “To the British and United States of 
America Ambassadors,” under the date January 1945, calling on Great Britain 
and the United States of America to support the elements in Spain which had 
risked their lives in showing their sympathy with the Allies during the early 
years of the war. If these people are taken, no mercy will be shown them and 
every means will be used to force them to betray others. 

3. The Communists have received their share of the punishment meted 
out to anti-Fascists. It is impossible to obtain accurate information showing 
how many persons have been murdered as a reprisal for the assassination of the 
two Falangists in Madrid. But the arming of all members of the Old Guard 
and the organised agitation ordered by the party throughout the country 
cannot but have resulted in many acts of savage vengeance. Anybody known 
to have belonged to the Communist party before or during the civil war who 
has not joined the Falange would certainly stand in danger of losing his life. 

4. The latest result of the sustained “drive” has been the capture of 
sixty-five members of the Socialist party in Madrid. They were betrayed by a 
distributor of their insignificant weekly sheet produced by a “ Roneo” machine 
which the police have impounded. Several of the arrested were formerly 
prominent members of the party. The secretary, Carlos Arevalo, has so far 
succeeded in escaping the police net. 

5. In none of the results of police action does there appear any trace 
of discovery of arms or ammunition; but this may ‘have heen kept secret. 
Otherwise the police seem to have had an easy task. Sympathisers with the 
former political régime have yet to learn their lesson. The circumstances of all 
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these cases seem to show that the Gestapo side of the Spanish police machine 
is well developed. 

6. Meanwhile the renewed confidence shown by the Falange following: on 
the murder of the two Falange officials has recently shown definite signs of 
increasing. There are no signs of qualms among prominent Falangists as 
regards the possibility of partial absorption or dissolution of the party, nor do 
they seem perturbed by the apparent proximity of the end of the war. This is 
in marked contrast to the position when Mussolini fell in the summer of 1948, 
when for a time there was a feeling that can only be described as a mild panic. 
One National Delegate of Falange actually sent his wife to ask the assistant 
press attaché to take charge of his children. There have. been no such 
approaches at this time when, with the Allied armies well into Germany, thé 
position would logically be’ far worse for the Falange. Moreover, in several 
districts in the provinces, there have been renewed outbursts of violence by 
local Falange against suspected opponents.: 

7. Lam sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty’s Embassy, Lisbon, 
and his Excellency the Governor of Gibraltar. 

L have, &e. 
JAMES BOWKER. 


SECRET, 


No. 176 


Sir, 


I have the honour to report that since the 

last week of December, 1944, a concerted “drive” has been 

carried out against the political groups which had been working 
underground in Madrid and Barcelona against the present Government 
fhe result of this sustained police: activity has been the’ capture 
and imprisenment of a number of leading adversaries of the. régime 
and,.also, of several.hundreds, at least, of their most trusted 
supporters. At the same time;.a considerable.number ofc persons 
who, although actually unconnected with the underground movements, 
are "reckoned potential enemies, have also been arrested and 
incarcerated. 


Be The “drive™ may be summarised thus: 
Following the sensational arrests in Madrid on the night of LX 
December 22nd and subsequent days, reported in my despatch No.806 
of the <9th December, it became clear that the coalition 
movement in which General Aranda had been negotiating with 
representatives of the Right.and Left Republicans, with friends 
of Gil Robles and with some Monarchists, had been discovered and 
put out of gear. Towards the end of the month about 150 members 
ef the once powerful C.N.T.,. Confederacién Nacional del Trabajo, 
(organization of. Left Syndicated, were arrested. Whether there 
existed a conspiracy is not clear, but the action of the police 
appears to have.crippled Left activities in Barcelona, As far 
as is known, none of the persons arrested in Madrid were shot, 
In fact personal messages from them to their friends contain 
an assurance that they are being well treated. The news from 
Barcelona, however, was different. . It was.alleged that 
executions-had taken place, As in the'case of the Madrid groups 
there had. been a traitor in the camp .and men for whom the police 
had searched for years were .captured with ease. It is probable 
that those marked “dangerous"™ were not.allowed to.live long. 
The C,N.T. organisation in Madrid‘has not yet. been located, The 
leaders are unknown to the police, They live on the outskirts 
of Madrid and possess motorcars adaprinting press. It was 
this press which produced a well written double sheet addressed 
"To the British and United States of America Ambassadors” under 
the date January 1945, calling on Great Britiain and the United 
States of America toa support the elements in Spain which had 
risked their lives in showing their sympathy with the Allies during 
the early years of the war. If these people are taken, no 
mercy will be shown them and oy enon will be used to force 
them to betray obhers. . aie | 
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in Madrid. But the arming‘of- fh 4° BY the Old Guard 
and the organised agitation ordered b Party throughout 
the country cannot but have resulted in many acts of savage 
vengeance, Anybody known to have belonged to the Communist 
Party before or during the civil war who has not joined the 
Falange would er ign stand in danger of losing his life, 


4, The latest result of thessustained “drive" 
hes been the saphnde of: 65 members of the Socialist Party in 
Madai d.. They were betrayed by.‘a distributor of their: 

‘“CUudnsignificant: weekly. sheet produced bya “Roneo" machine which 
the. police: have impounded. several of the- arrested were 
ferméerly- prominent -members of the Party.” ‘Theo Secretary,. 
Carlos Arevaio, nas so Lar. succeeded in escaping the police: net, 


| So, ..-In mone ef the results. of police action does 
there appear any trace of discovery of arms or ammunitioen;: 
but this may have been kept secret. Otherwise the police | 
seemed to-have had an easy task, Sympathisers with the 
former political: régime have yet to learn their lesson. 
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nor de. they seémoperturbed by the apparent. proximity .of -the 

_ end ef the war. This is in.marked contrast:to.the position : 
when Mussolini fell in: the:summer of 1945, when: fer a time there 
was a feeling that can onlyicbe described: as, a mild: vani¢ec,: ,One 
Watienal Delegate of Falange actually sent his wife toe-ask the 
Assistant Press Attaehé, to take charge of his children, .-.Tthere 
have. been no.such-: approaches at this tine when, with. the -Allied 
armies.wéll into Germany, the position would logieally be.far 
worse for-the Palange, Moreover, in several: distri¢cts-in the 
provinees, there have been nenewed: outbursts of. violence by 
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SNeabe \ 4586/253/41. | Removal of pictures of General Franco 


FROM eer Madrid Transmits copy of letter from Mr. Goldie 
to Western Department|Malaga dated 2ist February. Refers to Cartagena 


telegram No. 4 from Cartagena to the Foreign Office 
No. (Z 2164/2353/41). This is the first time a telegram 


has been sent direct to the Foreign Office from 
Dated 29th March, Cartagena and it is impossible to account for 
Received 11th April, 


departure from usual dure. 
in Registry 1945. ps Ther by oe ? 


is.no confirmation concerning Mr. Leverkus 
report cokserning the removal of pictures of General 
Franco. 
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ITISH EMBASSY, 
MADRID. 
29th March, 1945. 


vith the compliments of 


Chancery. 
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Reference: Cartagena's telegram No. 4 to 
Madrid of 13th February, 1945. 


Western Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.We 1. 


British Consulate, 
(5-5-1-45). Malaga. 


21st February, 1945. 


0 33/y/ 
he 15th about the 


ah bey 


pear Chancery, 
Your letter 1/35/45, of [ 


telegram sent by Leverkus to the Foreign Office, and 
the one sent by Ronco to the Ministry of Information. 


2e As far as I know, this is the first time that 
such telegrams have been sent direct to London from 
Cartagena or Almeria; it is probably quite impossible 
to account for this sudden departure from the usual 
procedure; I would classify it as “Vice Consular 


Vageries". 


4. so far, there has been nothing whatever to 
confirm Leverkus' report about the removal of Franco 
picturese I do not believe the report and it seems 
probablefhat, if orders were in fact received by the 
civil and military authorities, they were a hoax. 


yours ever, 


(signed) R.G. GOLDIE 


The Chancery, 
British Embassy, 
MADRID. 
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Registry ) ffect of Don Juan's recent ifesto in 
Number s4 4682/233/ 41 Gives an account of a conversation wit e 


Spanish Chargé d'affaires who expressed the view that 


FROM_For Office [if the Franco régime disappeared, the monarchy was the 
te Mr er- nly thing to take its place without an upheaval. He 
No. Millar. tated that the manifesto had been badly timed, and 


at it strengthened General Franco's position because 
Dated e people in Spain are anxious about the future and 
6th April,1945 nwilling to embark on a new administration. After 
page var } 15th April, emphasising this disinclination of the Spanish people 
es 1945. O make a change he mentioned a letter sent to the 
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A 


I asked the Spanish Chargé d"affaires to-day what effect 
he thought Don Juan"s recent manifesto had had in Spain. 


The Marques de Santa Cruz said that, speaking as a 
monarchist himself, he thought that if the Franco régime was to 
disappear the monarchy was really the only thing which could take 
its place without there being a real upheaval in Spain. The 
reason for this, he explained quite frankly, was that the Army 
Officers, civil servants, clergy etc. all knew that if the 
monarchy were restored they would be able to keep their own jobs 
and were not likely to suffer in any way personally. On the 
other hand, if the Republic were to be restored all these classes 
of people - on whom the administration of the country largely 
depended —- feared that they ran the risk of losing their jobs, and 
in some cases of being put into prison. All these people would 
therefore much prefer to see Franco remain than have the Republic 
brought back, They would, however, be quite happy to see the 
monarchy return. 


As regards the actual manifesto, Santa Cruz confessed that he 
himself thought it had not had much effect in Gpain, and that it 
had in fact been badly timed. He said that he knew that a large 
number of monarchist supporters in Spain felt the same about the 
timing and he knew that many of them had begged Don Juan to 
postpone issuing the manifesto until later on. Santa Cruz went on 
to explain that in his view people in Spain were at the present 
moment generally very nervous about the future. They were worried 
as to what might happen after the war and what Spain’s position 
would be in the international field. That being so, many of them 
were rather inclined, however much they might dislike Franco, to feel 
that it would be better to go on supporting his régime than embark 
on a new administration just at this critical time. In so far as 
Don Juan"s manifesto had had any effect it had been simply to 
increase this general nervousness and strengthen Franco's hands. 


Santa Cruz went on to say that in his opinion Franco's own 
position had, thanks to this general feeling of nervousness in 
Spain, definitely improved during the last gix months. This was 
not because Franco or the FPalange were any less unpopular in 
Spain, but simply that people were more disinclined than ever to 

make a change. Had Don Juan"s manifesto been issued two years ago 
it would have seriously embarrassed Franco, As it was, it kad not 
worried him at all. Ganta Cruz went on to say that he had recently 
written a letter to the Spanish Poreign Minister summing up his 
impressions after six months in this country. They were: 


(a} That for the reasons explained above, Franco's own position 
in Spain had improved recently and that there were little signs 
of his disappearance in the near future. 


(b) That as long as Franco himself remained in power relations 
between the Spanish Government and His Majesty's Government could 
not be cordial. The best that could be hoped was that these 
relations should not deteriorate and become definitely unfriendly. 


(c) That as a result Spain must resign hers@af to having to 
remain outside, or at least on the edge of, the general international 
set-up in the immediate post-war ycers. 
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Number 


FROM Mr. Bowker 
rid 


No. 196 (30/4/45) 


Dated 4th April, 


. Received 17th April, 


in Registry 


4: France 


1945. 


Activities in Spain of the Confederacion Nacional de 
abajo 


Refers to Madrid despatch No. 176 (Z 4228/233/41). 
Transmits translation of clandestine leaflet which 
has been circulating widely in form of an open letter 
from Confederacion Nacional de Trabajo to British 

and United States Embassies in Spain. Describes 
distribution of leaflet and comments on the strength 
and aims of the organisation. 
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British Embassy, 


Madrid. 


No. 196. ; , 
(30/4/45 ) | 4th April, 1945. 


17_APR 194 


Z>2-/ 233 fu, 


Sir, 
With reference to my despatch No. 176, paragraph 2, I have 


the honour to transmit herewith a copy in translation of the 

clandestine leaflet which has been lately circulating widely in 

the form of an open letter from the Confederacién Nacional de 

Trabajo to the British and United States Embassies in Spain. 

Z Evidence exists that the distribution of the leaflet has been 
made with some care and not indiscriminately and it is believed 

to be an authentic production printed in Spain. The numerical 
strength and organisation of the C.N.T. cannot be ascertained in 
present circumstances; all that can be said is that it is still 

by no means a negligible body, and it is adr recalling that the 
clandestine organisation, Alianza Nacional de Fper rzas Democraticas, 

7 »6b6¢ /i</ oF, 

which was the subject of my despatch No. 104 of February i4é4th last, 
claimed to include the C.N.T. among the various dissident groups of 
which it was composed. 

3. It will be recalled that this latter organisation, unlike its 
rival, the Junta Suprema de Unién Nacional, lays special emphasis 
in its programme on the need for collaboration with the Allies and 
the French Government. Consequently, special interest attaches to | 
the veiled threat on page 3 of the enclosed leaflet, which runs as : 
follows and which is presumably a reference to the Union of Soviet 


Socialist Republics: - 


"If you do not wish our people to place their only hopes in 
a country, worthy of great respect for its impressive 


contribution of blo but whose political mentality is not 
compatible with our national character." 
4. I understand that on receipt of this document the United States” 


Embassy asked the authors of it what antion Sinx qihaguted: si: 
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United States and British Embassies to take. In their reply, the 
C.N.T. only recapitulated the requestsof a general nature which 
they had already put forward in the original document. 
I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 
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At the time of the collapse of Republican Spain with the 
‘resulting triumph of Palangist FPaacian, an interminable wave of terror 
invaded the provinoes not originally dauzinated by Franco. Maza 

De you remember, Ambassadors, those sombre days in which Franco's 
Press proclaimed his decision to declare himself a 

Do you remember those frightful deys in which the Palange in 
blissfulustupidity, rushed about Madrid medly shouting "Death to 
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Registry 
Number S72 4808/233/41 
FROM yp, Bowker 


Madrid. 
N0.198/ (1/77/45) 


Dated 4th Apr. 1945. 
Received 


in Registry iz (th Apr.1945 
4: Spain 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
MADRID. 
April, 1945. 


No. 198 
(¥/77/45)- 


Sir, 


I have the honour to send you the accompanying copy 
of a memorandum addressed by the Military Attaché to the 
War Office about the swearing-in ceremony, on the 3lst March, 
of the first five “Centuries” of General Franco's Personal 
Bodyguarde These men took part in the gnnual Review held 

on the following day in commemoration of General Franco's 
entry into Madrid at the end of the civil war, on which I 


em reporting in a seperate déspatch. 
: Z YRDIp233/$/ 


2. I propose, on my next visit to the Under-Secretary 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, to express surprise 
that the Head of the State should have given this special 
merk of honour and confidence to Falange in general, and 
the Blue Division in particular, at a moment when His 
Majesty's Government and the Government of the United States 
of America have been at pains to emphasise the repugnance 
with which Falange is regerded in Great Britain and the 
United States of America. 
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I have the honour to be with the 
highest respect, Sir, 


Your most obedient humble Servant, 
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PROM: M.A, Madrid, 


SPAIN/AX ~ Forwation of a Palange Bodyguard te > 
ii escssicnctnencenetintensiuintacinstasteadiuaciciea tite tataia ) 


(Copy to Governor & Coin C. dibraltar). 


- Be This appears to be a kind of Corpa d'Elite consiating 
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I attach two copies of a 
in cer s on olLste 
the Guards of France, which I sent 
as we were naturally not invited to it. 


eage if hig Bo 
to witness un-offi 


of the most fanatical @iments drawn from all sections of Pal 
Its formtion, and the publicity civen to the swearing~ is 
evicently a gesture on the part of ——— to emphasise i 
existence, its responsibility for main a the régime, and its 
determination to do so at all costs. » in approving this, 
has once acain given his blessing to a party hater iy He a puts itself on 
a level with the as the defender of the State, - and of a 
rigidly conceived to tarian State with Franco, Pend Fed 
at ites head, 


3. With the rapidly approaching disappearance of a totali-e 
tarian party system in Germany, it was generally expected that 
Pranco would by nbw be t some steps to remove at least some 
of the more obtrusive manifestations of oe power in —— 
Por the last two years J have been at int assured by 

Generals and otherag that while it was too mich to penton Ray the 
whole Falange organisation would dis at one blow, yet steps 
were beinre taken whereby little by little it would recede into 
the backrround, until finally there would be nothing left of it, 
This seemed both reasonable and credible, and when time passed 
and nothing of the kind happened, the ony possible explanation 
seened to that FPranco did not uncerstand the ccurse mf the war 
was taking and still did not believe in the defeat of Germany and 
Gisappeserance of Naziams when at last he did he would sur be 

at to reearrange his own system so thet hoe would not left 
in lonely splendow’, the only totalitarian dictator fn Europes, 


4e However, it is now obvious that however mich Prance 
may have mis judged the military situation, this was not the cause 
of his a. in dissolving the Falange, He never intended to do 

s0, and intends so leas than ever now, in the moment of Allied 
victory and, incicentally, in the face of the recently issued 

Manifesto by Don Juan poin ing out the danger to Spain of isolatic 
tf the present régine is maintained, 


Se What the results of thie anachronistic (and therefore 
typica Spanish) policy will be for Spain, it is not for m 

to say; but the fact rermins that in Spain there existe, and in 
an increasing degree, a totalitarian » modelled on and 
of which it has the 
thy, ar beth of which it will undoubt do its 
and preserve in the moment of their | 
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As instructed by you I attended the pz 
Sa Oe 


rade at the 
I append 


Fart 2. Generals 


The ceremony took place an hour after the tine . 
annewneei Sn the aauapupers. 


Little c interest was shown in the parade 
and the specta seened mostly to be relatives of the 
new guards. 


The recruits were divided into five “Centuries” 
each of 120 men. 


The oath was aduinistered by the Provisional 
Head of the Fa and Civil Governor of Madrid, Don 
Curlos RUIZ who a 
in the hands of Padre 


ecerenony was 
of the Order of "Predicadores". 


Part II. Detail. 
Te Personnels 


The six hundred nen on parade represented an 
unusual Gress section of society. There a number 


were 
of men of all ages from eighteen to 

forty-five ~~ a fair proportion of recruits from the 
professional cla . ; 


fnere was also ah 


in the Civil War. 


I estimate the composition of 
followst~ 


‘Blue Division 
rpm war He gpnen 
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the men had cer 
together before. ‘The ai 
inglined to treat it as a 


wt Gent cn Ge 


Pp 
Head of the — 


Shs_nnesechesie | 


Padre TASCON spoke at considerable length and 
t fervour. He weleomed the men who had. 
fought so valiantly against the liussians. | : 


Bon Carles RUIZ laid mich on the 


"“fanaticiem” which was required to maintain the present 
order in Spain. iii 


with 
alrea 


Conaluaiongsis | 


The Fersenal Guard of Fruaneo is instituted in 
an endeavour to give Falange yet another prop. 


A Guard aust be armed and I think 
there is li doubt that a while these new 
Centuries will be issued with weapons of sone sort. 


The New Guard took t in the Desfile on 1 April 
ee oe undergees a substantial 
te that year Franco's Guard 


4S = 


by the Palange Armed Militia. 


cheadane tae previously performed 


will 


( aga) 


c.8. HASLAM, 


COPYRIGHT - HOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERM! 


. 7 A A F 7 
. + 
. 6% 
« . 
, 


1942 


SPAIN 1 


4. 


Registry a 
Number {7% 4809/233/41 


FROM Mr. Bo ker 
Madrid. 
Ne 199 (1/78/45) 


Dated Sth Apr.1945. 
Received 
in Registry {L\7th Apr. 19454 


—_ — 
RNG NL eo 


— le a a ee 


th 
y * 


ee A 


lumen after dleaerer an 


Reports that on the 16th March a funetion was 
organised by Spanish Consejo de Hispanidad to 
commemorate anniversary of Columbus's return to | 
Spain after discovering America in 1492. Describes 
proceedings which were held with one eye on 
economic benefits from United States and the other 
on chances of reasserting Spain's claim to cultural 
tae leadership of the Latin-American 
world. 


(How disposed of.) 


Z : Spain Copied to Lisbon. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
MADR IDs 


5th April, 1945. 


Sir, 


I have the honour to report that.on March 16th a function 
was organised by the Spanish Consejo de Hispanidad to commemorate 
the (50th anniversary of the return to Spain of Christopher 
Columbus after the discovery of America in 1492.- The heads of 

all the South and Central American Missions in Madrid and the 
Nuncio were invited to take part. As the new United States 
Ambassador arrived in Madrid only two days before the ceremony was 
to take place the United States of America were represented by 

6s First Secretary, Mr. Bonsal, who is also the eauivalent of 
Embessy Press Attaché. | 


2. After-some preliminary junketing in Seville, the whole 
party proceeded inthe conipany of the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
himself, supported by members of his Ministry, tto:‘the little town 
of La Rabida, situated on the south side of the estuary of the 
Guadalquivir, opposite Huelva. It was from here that Christopher 
Columbus started his voyage. The commemorative function of 
March 16th took the form of a special session in the ouadrangle 
of the Monastry @£:La Rabida of the. Royal Columbian Academy. 

5e Speeches were made in turn by all concerned, extolling 
in various degrees the merits of “Pan-Hispanidad" and emphasising 
the magnificent achievement of Christopher Columbus and the 
greatness of the era opened up by his discovery of America. 


} 46 The only speech which deserves special notice was 
that made by Senor Lequerica. In the course of his oration he 
pointed out that the pioneers sent out to America by the Catholic 
monarchs were the product of a form of government which had 
perhaps anticipated all contemporary governments in its legislation 
guaranteeing the rights of human personality. These rights were 
limited by the powers of the State, on the one hand, and, on the 
other, were defended by laws and local customs stronger and more 
effective than those of other nations. The Catholic monarchs 
did not send people who had been subjected to despotic powers; 
"the Spaniard", said Senor Lequerica “is a bad subject for such 
experiments”. The profound and intense Spanish democracy still | 
existed, he said, after having passed through a thousand political 
forms (but without clothing itself in any compulsory foreign 
forms), all of them peculiar to and representative of Spanish 
individuality. After these remarks (which might be read as an 
attack on the Falange State, if it had not previously been 
qgualified*by higher Spanish authority as an “organic democracy" of 
a peculiarly Spanish kind), Senor Lequerica led up to an account 
of the way in which the people who had colonised America, both 
North and South, had all been of an independent-minded and virile . 
type, whether they had come from Spain and Portugal or from 
"another great European race, upright men of conscience, struggling 
against the dangers which were then inherent in the crises of 
religion". a 


5 The ceremonies were very fully reported in the Press. ng 
Although comment was in the main restricted to minute descriptions | 
of the various functions, the opportunity was seized to ee Gi 
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Sir, 


I have the honour to report that.on March 16th a function 
was organised by the Spanish Consejo de Hispanidad to commemorate 
the anniversary of the returm to Spain of Christopher 
Columbus after the discovery of America in 1492.- The heads of 
all the South and Central American Missions in Madrid and the 
Nuncio were invited to take part. As the new United States 
Ambassador arrived in Madrid only two days before the ceremony was 
to take place the United States of America were represented by 
6 First Secretary, Mr. Bonsal, who is also the eouivalent of 
Embessy Press Attaché. | | 


2. After-some preliminary junketing in Seville, the whole 
party proceeded ifthe coripany of the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
himself, supported: by members of his Ministry, .to:the little town 
of La Rabida, situated on the south side of the estuary of. the 
Guadalquivir, opposite Huelva. It was from here that Christopher 
Columbus sterted his voyage. The commemorative function of 
March 16th took the form of a special session in the quadrangle 
of the Monastry @£‘La Rabida of the. Royal Columbian Academy. 


5e Speeches were made in turn by all concerned, extolling 
in various degrees the merits of “Pan-Hispanidad" and emphasising 
the magnificent achievement of Christopher Columbus and the 
greatness of the era ocoened uv by his Giscovery of America. 


| 4.e The only speech which deserves special notice was 
that made by Senor Lequerica. In the course of his oration he 
pointed out that the pioneers sent out to America by the Catholic 
monarchs were the product of a form of government which had 
perhaps anticipated all contemporary governments in its legislation 
guaranteeing the rights of human personality. These rights were 
limited by the powers of the State, on the one hand, and, on the 
other, were defended by laws and local customs stronger and more 
effective than those of other nationse The Catholic monarchs 
did not send people who had been sub jected to despotic powers; 
"the Spaniard", said Senor Leaquerica “is a bad subject for such 
experiments”. The profound and intense Spanish democracy still | 
existed, he said, after having passed through a thousand political 
forms (but without clothing itself in any compulsory foreign 
forms), all of them peculiar to and representative of Spanish 
individuality. After these remarks (which might be read as an 
attack on the Falange State, if it had not previously been 
qualified by higher Spanish authority as an "organic democracy" of 
a peculiarly Spanish kind), Sefior Lequerica led up to an account 
of the way in which the people who had colonised America, both 
North and South, had all been of an independent-minded and virile 
type, whether they had come from Spain and Portugal or from 
"“enother great European race, upright men of conscience, struggling 
against the dangers which were then inherent in the crises of 
religion". : 


| 5. The ceremonies were very fully reported in the Press. 
Although comment was in the main restricted to minute descriptions 
of the various functions, the opportunity was seized to mec 
a. 8° 


. 


‘in: the hypérbele customary ;on suck ,ocecasions, and more than 
one reference 'was made to the famouszstatement by,.Gémara in 
the dedication of -kis histery-of Charles.V. that Columbus's 
first: voyage .was ‘only «second in magnitude in the - his Fory . 
of the worbé. efter-our Redemption by-Ghrist. -.On-their. beturn 
to Madridsthe diptlomatists who had been. invited gave a, banquet 
at -the Ritz Hotel“in- Senor Lequérica's honour ‘in order -to 
return the -hosvitalbty -shown by: the Spanish Government. The 
preceedings were rouriaed off by, ‘a Wey Fp, of the, now eelebrated 
Walt Disney comic film " Saludos Amigos". | 3ar 


. Oe. The whole function -may be regarded 48a nather forced, 
| but from all@mounts, well-appreciated gesture of, friendship towards 
the ‘New World, .with one eye on econoiic benefits from the. . 
United States-of America and -another .on-the: chane@s ef reasserting 
| Spdin's -elaim:to the cultural and spirituel sea Qeranip oF; ‘the 
Latineiierican worlds : 
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I. have the. ieabus +0. be. wth | the: 
highest respect. Sir, . 
Your most obegtent, humble; Servants. 
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FROM yr, Bowker 
Madrid, 
No 206(1/86/45) 


Dated 10th Apr.195. 
Received 
in Registry L/th Apr.1945. 


Z: Spain 


of victory in Spain, ~~ 


Refers ‘to Madrid despatch No. 198 of the 
4th April (Z 4808/233/41). Transmits copy of 
report by Military Attaché to War Office on the 
parade of the lst April to mark the sixth 
anniversary of the capture of Madrid and the end 
of the Civil War. Reports that invitations were not 
issued to Diplomatic Corps as a whole but only to 


service Attachés. 
Copied to Lisbon and Gibraltar. 


Annual celebration of 4 
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I have the honour, with reference to my despatch No. ae 


Sir, 


of the 4th April, to send you the accompanying copy of a report 
by the Military Attaché to the War Office on the parade of the 
lst April to mark the sixth anniversary of the capture of Madrid 
and the end of the Civil War. 

2. Perhaps as a result of various hints which it was 
possible to convey to the Ministry of Poreign Affairs to the 
effect that the Allied Missions would be less inclined than ever 
this gear to make an official appearance at a function which i 
served to perpetuate the bitter memories of the Civil War ani) 
habitually used as an occasion to glorify Falange, 1avitetions 
were not issued to the Diplomatic Corps as a whole, but only to 
Service Attachés, though a box was reserved for any members of the 
Diplomatic Corps who expressed a wish to attend; this box had fe 
persons in it. 

O- I am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Lisbon, and to His Excellency the Governor of 
Gibraltar. : 

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 

Sir, 
Your Most obedient, humble Servant, 


CER eg Te 


Rhe Right Honourable 
Anthony Eden, M.C. >. M.P. ’ 
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Registry }3 4902/233/41 


FROM Mr. Bowker, 
Maarid. 


No. 207 


Dated 10th Apr.194,5 


Recewed 
in Registry oth Apr. 1945 


Z: Spain 


Conversation between'General Franco and @r. 
Douglas wWoodrurr. ‘ 


Refers to Madrid despatch No. 209 (LC 1511/ 
165/454). Encloses summary of his conversation with 
General Franco which give further evidence of the 
latter's apparentiesincere belief in the 
perfection of hie Pegime and his plans for its 
development and at which were discussed the 
questions of the new Bill of Rights, Spanish 
Protestants and the attitude of Great Britain towards 
Spain. Copied to Lisbon. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
MADRID, 


10th April, 1945. 


91ir, 


eatin: | nave the honour, with reference to my despatch 
Noe 209 about Mr. Douglas Woodruff's visit to Spain, to 
send you the accompanying summary of his conversation with 
General l’ranco. 


Ze The CORNET ORL AA gives further and striking 
evidence of General Franco's apparently sincere belief 
in the perfection of his regime and of his plans for 
its development. It is to be expected that the new 
constitution, which he described to Mr. Woodruff as a 
Bill of Rights containing a guarantee of personal liberties 
of the most fundamental Kind, will be proclaimed shortly 
with a great flourish of trumpets, and in the expectation 
that it will have a striking effect on opinion abroad. The 
Sincerity of General Franco's remarks to Mr. Woodruff about 
Great Britain is made somewhat questionable by the very 
different views which he is known to have expressed on the 
Same subject in conversation with the Generals and the 
Duke of Alba, as reported in my despatches Nos. 179 and 20u, 
where he expatiated on the theme that Great Britain was now 
at the mercy of freemasonry and no lenger counted for 
anything in the world. 

Zl: 


or On the strength of General Franco's assurances to 
Mr. Woodruff about Spanish Protestants, I shall take: an 
rearly opportunity of pressing once again with the Under 
Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs the still 
routstanding question of compensation for the seizure of the 
‘Bibles belonging to the Bible Society and restitution of the 
‘seized properties of British Protestant Missions. 


i" Mr. Woodruff told me that in the course of the 
conversation General Franco also spoke of the Jews and said that 
he had resisted strong pressure from the Germans to induce him 
to introduce anti-Jewish laws. 


De I am sending a copy of this despatch to His 
Majesty's Ambassador at Lisbon. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 


Sir, 


Your mast humble, obedient Servant, 


pian Right Honourable Anthony Eden, M,C. > M.P.; 


erty eter, ete. 
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The conversation lasted for 
General France was extresely affable 
he talked a great deal, he did not 
aml liatened readily, 


as a Visiter te the country and 

his appreciation of the attitule taken by Mnglish Catholies and "The 
Tablet* in the aoxt difficult days of the 

Mr, Weoodruff's visit would be one ason, 
people would geome to see Spain for 


comes tions of personal freedon, ) 

wag vory mich restricted, if not denied, in Spain today, 

Yranee replied that it ao happened that his 

warning had been the dinister of Justice, 

final draft of a Bill of Rights which would shortly beooms lay, It 
wags, he sald, a guarantee of personal liberties of the most fundamental 
kind and had been under close study for over a youre 


This led to a discussion, which Mr, oodruff initiated, te 
che effect that there should be a return to the old Spanish traditia 
that the law should be above the executive. Genoral Franco appeared 
to agree that this was the @sasence of the matter but went an to say 
that 20th century conditions, with the vast apread of half-baked 
education, conflicting ideals and conglosernatian of the masses, nade 
it imperative that the executive should be strong, There was no fear 
iso far as Spain was concerned of this leading to totalitarianiga, as 
the Spaniah character was a sufficient guarentee against that. He 
went on to say that Falenge was « sovesent, not 4 party, and included 
people of the most waried political ideas, fron traditionalists to sm 
hunily diatinguiahable frowtate soclaliste. 


“ar, Woodruff returned to his point that visitors, particuler 
journalists, would mot be impre-zed by the fact that governnent 
ted a great nusber of 
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the press, with many other 11 CB, 
intend to leave it absolutely free 


Palangists as such in the educational world, though 
and other apmbols in educatianal circles was 
apirit of Palangies alive amon, the keener neabar's. 


General Franco went on to syeak ef the social 
of the Movement, laying apecial stress on its feminine side, courses 
in motheroraft, ete., and pointed to the eteep decline in infant 
mortality and the extensive housing plans brought into operation: 
the rate of re-housing in poor quarters was, he said, now 20,000 a 
year, te eaid that only an authoritarian rule could effect such 
vast inprovesenta. Sverybody now spoke kindly of General frimo de 
Rivera for his socic. work and so forth, but actually, said General 
Franco, the dictator hed shirked fundamentals, he had never developed 
@ reel national unity and a social conscience, and under the surface 
the country hed declined into incipient anarehy. 


General Franco said he could not understand wy in pertiqoular 
the Labour Party in Great Britain did mot appreciate the real social 
progress being carried on by Falangisa, He eould understand reactionary 
conservatives objecting, but not progressive people, It seemed te hin 

| that Falangies was practising what the Labour leaders constantly 
preached, ir, Woodruff replied by saying that British Labour leaders 
had wery strong views about personal liberty. They were not even 
impressed By the social achicvenents of the U.: 
There could be no real social progress s0 
arbitrary arrests contimied, Yreedon froa 
brought General france back to his 8111 of | 
to think, would sweet all objections of that 
any event it was going to be a problen for 
throughout the world how to reconcile order with freedas, 


General Franco went on to talk 
ami gaid that it was precisely in commercial 
conscience was least developed, Gyndicates had becn 
that, but it was never intended that governmaent control should 
private cnterprise. 


Mr, Woodruff mentioned that he was a member of 


taken Up a violent political attitude 
had been disowned even by their 

| that there were now nine 

ami that there were nowhere 
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tica, The 
Civil War had been seriously misjudged by the British, it was fer more 


than @ political upheaval, and a struggle for the cultural rights and 
life of the country for which any of his supporters then would be ready 
now to die again if it were necessary. He was hoping to initiate cleser 
cultural relations through inaugurating a fully equipped Spanish Insti- 
tute in London om the lines of the British one here. Hr. Woodruff 
rearcked that he was afraid it would not be welcomed so long as the 
grouncas for @ deep political antagonism existed, General Pranco 
became actually merry at this point, and said that, slow ag his 
lemyers ‘ad been about drawing up this Bill of Rights, he thought 

that they would be quicker than the other lawyers who were looking 


for his Institute in London, ani the atavsphere would be considerably 
clearer by the time the house hed been found. 


i@ then reiterated his first sentiments end badedir. VYoodruff 
a very cordial goodbre, 
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: 3 ; sf Victory Celebrations in Spain: reason for 

z New % 5392/255/41. | spetention ef the syndicates from the parac 

‘| Refers to Madrid despatch No. 5° of 6th April 
FROM We ake (Z /233/41). Transmits copies of Teneriffe 

. despatches No. 358 and 39, to Madrid of 6th April, 
| 2 : giving account of the above celebrations. Employers 
No. 232 (1/103/45 ) were instructed to parade employees and were made 
1 responsible for absentees. When the military 

ins — a pr May, were marching past however, the men left their flags 
Received 1945. and shipped away #o that the parade could not take 
place. Employers have recived a note from the 
Z: Spain. syndicate asking for report of absentees and ordering 

them to appear before the Delegado, it is thought | 
for an enquiry into the fiasco on Victory Day. Ja 
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No. 282 (1/103/45 ) 
by... Majesty's Chargé d'Affeires st Madrid, 


presents his compliments to H.M.P.S.S.F.A. 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


24th April, 


eseneenreeeeees. Pees eeees ees 
Reference to previous correspondence: 


‘ 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Copies Despatches The Dia de la 
Nos. 58 and 59 Victoria 
from Teneriffe (April lst) 
to Embassy,Madrid, Celebrations. 
of 6th April,1945, 


34794 24319—3 


24 
British Consulate, 
Teneriffe, 


No, 39, 6th April, 1945, 
in On ; 
sir, ue & 3% r 
With reference to my despatch No, 38 of 
April 6th regarding the Dia de la Victoria celebrations I have 
Just learned the reason for the abstention of the syndicates 


from the parade, The intention to include them was not 
abandoned as was first supposed, 


Employers were in fact instructed to parade 
their employees and were made responsible for any absentees, 
The men assembled at the appointed hour but, when the 
military were marchiny past, so many of them seized the 
occasion, when attention was on the soldiers, to leave their 
flags and slip away that the oarade could not take place, 


Employers have now received a circular notice 
from the neadquarters of the syndicate asking them to report 
absentees and they have also been ordered to &ppear before 
the Delegado without any stated reason but it is thought 
for an enquiry into the fiasco on Victory Day. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 


Vith the highest respect, 


Your most. obedient Servant, 


(Signed) ROBERT ROSS. 


His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires, 
British Embassy, 
Madrid, 


i British Consulate, 
; Teneriffe, 


No. 38, | 6th’ april, 1945. 


+ 


sir, 


JJB8. (es oudt paver¢pe honour to,:reportathnat the Dia.de la Victoria 
on-Apriloist wassobserved in'Santa Cruz,with the. psval ceremony. 
Teneriffe was: weafing that radiant Look! Of: well-béeing..gat from the 
growing SkLeB and'fragrant:airs.wnich long-ago gaye it-the name of 
J8Portunate";'' And fortunate, still mustvhe have thought it.to be 
who, taking: up “his newspapers before the event, read.the recital 
of benefitsylwithout ‘also’ considering the dsfects, that flowed 
from reps 2 od cag oe 5 ocls 7 parsed | | 


2, ‘The Mtlitery- parade) itself. took: piace. after the 
celebration of a field mass in the Rambla del Generalfsimo Franco. 
‘Acgenerous, orowdvofspeople filled sthe. square and lined the avenue, 
watching witholively, but‘notcenthusiasbtic, interest as. the soliders 
-Swung past thé sabutingsbase;: »<Phere seemed to be-.fewer men on 
parade than: last year: and ithe ,imtention. to include the Syndicates 
appears te. puny gpry. abandonded:: sat beers haste moment. 


ye after the parade, the Caytain-Generei gave | a reception 

to whicR; ~“as to the preceding! ceremonies, the Consular,corps were 
invited. He ‘madé' a snort. address, in-=which she’ justified: the 
interventfon of the Army td. savenSpain from a communistic rabble 
and/to‘‘pPevent the imposition: of: a negime-which, , becauge- a was 
oppdsed“#to. their-traditional: principles, -was-repygnant .to. the 
majonity - “OF Spaniards... '- Phe CNationak: Government. (he ..said) 

was ‘done of -ordér.and justice; acgovernment,. at- peace -with 

the“6ut side world, end therefore deserving. of the respect . 

of all nations: > Welcoming ‘the. forej gn representatives. present, 
ne -expPessed , the-hopethat the swar woulda. goon end ine ‘a humane peace 
that would ¢ffaée “hatred for. ever.: : 


* Ge TOP T wear Ww 


4, Thee Captain-General.then--effered wine to his guests. 
He came over almost immediately to speak to my American colleague 
and myseif’and, after some: friendly exchan,;e of courtesies, began 
to speak about the war situation and the prospects of peace and 
reconstruction. .-Hevadmittedis$hat: the overthrow of Germany was 
imminent, but he could not disguise his fears of the influence of 
Russia after the occupation, He hoped therefore that the British 
and Americans would reach Berlin as soon as, if not before, the 
Russians.:°-He did nst lhe. the San Francisco Conference, more 
especially as the Soviet Union was demanding separate representation | 
for the Ukraine and White Russia. We interposed hereto say that ‘ 
world security could not be left to take care of itself and that 
the sooner constructive discussions took place the better it would 
be for htimanity at large and that, even if controversial ooints 
should arise, the experience of Yalta and previous conferences showed 
that, notwithstanding the different points of view, there was an 
essential unity of purpose, The Captain-General acknow ledged 
the responsiblity which imested upon authorities, especially 
military authorities, today. © He then. began to talk of Spain. 
Spain, he said, was not yet ripe for democratic government as 
we knew it. Force was necessary. In time the exercise of 
force could be relaxed but not at present. I confess that 
this bold apology for force rather than law as an instrument 
of Government dismayed me until: Tereflected that he was perhaps 
not so much defending doctrine as ‘vindicating practice in a Spasn. 

liable to run amuck if armed control were FOOTE OTs 


Se This / 


. * 7 Le 


ide 6.8."oThis conversation with the GaptainsGeneral lasted 
fully higaes minutes,: 3 fact which many *persons were! quick: 
to observe; especially.as the German Consulswas: Leftiwithout 
any attentfon at''all,. Three years ago thisS:woudd ihave ‘been 
unthinkable, TO pive an even more: practical illustration26f 
this chanye'‘of attitude, the CaptatneGcencral agked:mica Tenww 
days ago; when’he was shown? "Tunisian. Victory"sin: private *%o 
exhibition, whether the film could also be shown: ta bis i: 
Officers, N.C.Os. and men; a request which, [I need not.say, 
my AméPrican eEreeowes: and Tower: prompt to meet. ee. 
| i" im. EM. he é 
6. How ‘comparable: {sithis: fortakbngtof201d Addeedatdione 
to the flight. from:Sodom:and).Gomorrah; ,the footsteps, .are indeed 
turnéd towards: Zoary but’ there areumany. who, like Lot's wife, 
look back to ‘the doomed cities, &:./Others: who. Fi¢genkroms | 3. 
destruction: choose the: mountaini:.for refuge sratker - than.the .lowly 
plain. "Escape for thy life", was the command, "Look not 
behind thee:-' eseape to the mountain Lest: thou be eonsumed". 
But"Lot said ’- "Beheld now, this. city:is neer,to fiee. ‘unto 
and’ 4t is allittle/onei. Oh; ‘Let me escape thither (is-it not a 
‘little: one?) and my “souk: “@hail live*, «...The POWERS - in. Spain 
preferthehigh-places of the mountain. § Et ‘is; enough. torread 
the ‘constant ftisisterce ‘on her historical«miasion, sen:her 
political untty (oro*unbty finidiversityY)candsen her y+ ses, 
spiritual Vesdership° whichoeomped her:to fulfil-ker destiry 
of salvation in the world,> eI enclose a series, 08; randoiti«,.- 
cuttifes/which Pilustrate how thissideaiis being dpiven 


, 


home, Aay- after day, in Panguage soxturgid: that, pif cbt were 
not also so remote from the truth, might: be: amusing: 


I have the honour- to bes: tndeeh 2 


‘ . & Vy ' 


With the highest reenact, 
Tone. most obedient. Servant, 
LEG - | OL OS a: See i | 

>} Ka! TeeHRO sd -fed3s sa bes 
Ok. | 


~ © sie 


(signed) “ROBERT ROSS. ener dus 
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B Newb \2 5394/253/41. | Communication from the Alianza Nacional de perees ‘ 

Denceraticas appealing for intervention of the United j 

FROM Mr. Bowker States Government and His esty's Government in 
~ Madrid 


”" Refers to Madrid despatch No. 196 of 4th April 
/ 2056 (z ps «i ps pel Reports that a communication has 
een received as above, elaborating the miseries of 
Dated 24th April, Spanish people since the civil eat, asking for 
Received § \ 4st May, intervention to avoid civil war in the forthcoming 
in Registry f 1945. collapse of General Franco and asking for help to 
make Spain a home for the entire Spanish people. 


Z: Spain. 
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BRITISH #MBASSY, 
MA R D. 


2uth April, 1945. 


1 


A } May {9 ov 
+Peferen nce “Hy gespatch No. 196 of April 


a copy in translation of a-clandestine 
Lrculated by the C.G.T., I have the honour to 
1 that a further’ long communication (of 
W424 not burden you with a copy) has been 
at the Embassy from the sallanza Nacional de 
"ue za6 Democraticas addressed "To the Governments of 
Tis Britannic Majesty and the United States, the 
incarn -tioneef giscantic peovles whom the Spvanish 
anti-Fascists;jadmire with fervour." 


No. 235. | 7 5394 


2 After an elaborate description of the miseries 

of the Spanish people since the Civil War, the manifesto 
declares that in present nda gna nees they cannot reach 
asreement among themselves. Conseauently an appeal is 
ade to His Majesty's Government and the Government of 
the United States of America to intervene in Spanish 
affairs with the purpose of ensuring that Civil War is 
avoided in the forthcoming collapse of General Franco's 
résime and that free elections are held The manifesto 
concludes by requesting that the foreign powers should 
discover a suitable means of OEE vene ng Pets tli en the 
"combatants" in Spain, helpins them to 

agreement which would make of Spain a 

entire Snanish people. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest 
respect, 
ta2's 
Your most humble, obedient Servant, 


The Right Honourable AnthonyHden, 


MeCe;, MePe , 
etc., ..C&Ce., CC. 


” 
he BRITISH EMBASSY, 


MADRID, 


Sir, 


With reference to my despatch No. 196 of 
April 4th enclosing a copy in translation of a 
Clandestine leaflet circulated by the 0.G.T., I 
have the honour to inform you that a further lo 
communication (of which I will not burden you with 
a copy) has been received at the Embasey from the 
Alianza Nacional de Yuerzas Bemocraticas, addressed 
"To the Governmentsof His Britannic Majesty and 
the United States, the incarnation of gigantic peoples 
whom tne Spenish antie-Fascists admire with fervour". 


2s After an elaporate description of the miseries 
of the Spanish people since the Civil War, the 
manifesto declares that in present circumstances they 
cannot reach agreement among themselves. Consequently 
an appeal is made to His Majesty's Government and the 
Government of the United States of America to 
intervene in Spanish affairs with the purpose of 
ensuring that civil ‘Yar is avoided in the ferthcoming 
collapse of Genersl Yrranco's régime and that free 
elections are held. The menifesto concludes by 
requesting that the foreign powers should discover a 
suitable means of intervening between the "combatants" 
in Spain, hetping them to reach some agreement which 


would make of Spain a home for the entire Spanish 
people. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest 
respect, 
Sir, 
Your most humble, obedient Servant, 


The Right Honouraile Anthony Eden, (SIGNED) JAMES BOWKER. 
M.C., M.Pe; etc. , etc, etc. 
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Hill House, 
TAPLOW , (Bucks) * 


....April the 25th,1945. 
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Il have been for some time thinking of writing 
to you about the present terror in Spain, but 1 have 
always been very reluctant to raise this sort of question 
as long as 1 only disposed of information of a general 
character, such as the newspapers have been reporting 
continually these last weeks. 


Now, L am informed from a source which lL 


consider reliable, that a group of ten young men have 


been recently condemned to death in iladrid; among them 


personally. 


is one named JOSE MARTINEZ, whom I know 
in the Spanish Republican Arr 
very active part in the french Resistence lMovemente 
il venture to submit this case to you not because 
more important than many others which, unfortunate- 
ly, have been and are taking place, but, simply, because 
happens that | hawe received a direct and reliable 
O.0, Harvey, C.li.G., 


Assistant Under-Secretary of State, 
Foreien Office. 
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I very much hope that you will findeit possible 
O something in Madrid: to stop these terrible things 
purely humanitarian ground. Jl know very well that 
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April 26th., 1945. 


Bear Wares 


IL am very sorry that in mv letter of vyersterday's 
concerning a groun of ten men who have been condemned 


to death in Madrid and in particular to José Martinez 


I made a mistake. The name is not Martinez but VITIMI 


end 1 would be most grateful if you would kindlv. have 


or yo 


P. de Azcarate. 


it amended. 


O.C, Harvey, Esq., C.M.G., 


Assistant Under-Secretary of State, . pfp/ 
FOREIGN OFFICE. ApS fa 


Whitehall, S.W.1. 


TIMES. 
25 APR 049 


Cutip.y dated 


GARROTTED 


\' 


MURDER OF FALANGISTS 


FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT - 


MADRID, Apri 24 


The wife of a policeman was among 11 

prisoners who came before a court-martial 
myesterday on a charge of having connived at 
Mthe murder of two of the Falangist Party at 
their headquarters in the working-class district 
of Madrid on February 25. She received the 
lightest sentence passed at the: trial—12 years 

miand a day—for having harboured two gun-| 
imen, Felix Plaza and Jose Carmona, who} 
actually committed the murder. 

Seven other men are to be shot, but in view 
of Carmona’s criminal record before the civil 
war, he will be garrotted as soon as the 
Captain-General ratifies his sentence. He 
escaped -to France after the civil war but re- 
entered Spain to organize agitation in the 
capital. Eight sentences of death and three 
of imprisonment were demanded by the prose- 
cuting counsel at the trial, which was held in 
the crowded courtroom of the tribunal for the 
suppression of Freemasonry and Communism. 


“7 «* 
ess 


Seprii 
wags 
2 


eee e, em: So i d ”~ SF ° , . ‘ bh * ae eee as *. 
PERN ASS BRR OS RP $ TRS Sone 
Sy eed poe 

VAY GANG BS 


CO o.2 > 
_— ene a. Dosa 


MARGIN. 


IN THIS 


z. 
Li 
: 
Li 
mM 
O 
| 
O 
é 
O 
z 


To Senor P.Azcarate 
Hill House, 
Taplow, 
Bucks. 


(From Mr. Harvey). 


fp | J 
Se - 
In reply to your letter of the 25th 


April about the condemnation of a group 


of prisoners,in Madrid, I write to day 


that we nav rge d'affaires 

cakig Kr sons } 

in Madrid/to conside vv the possibility 

of making an unofficial approach to the 

Minister for Foreign Affairs with a tian 

to: preventing the execution of these men. 
You Will appreciate that it is not 

possible for us to go any further than 

this as we have no locus standj for 

intervening officially in what is, after 


lall, a Spanish internal affair. Moreover, 


fre are at present without any official 


information regarding the charges on which 


ithese men were condemned. 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1., 
May ist, 1945. 


In reply to your letter of the 26th April 
about the condemnation of a group of prisoners in 
Madrid, I write tc say that we have telegraphed to 
our Chargé d'Affaires in Madrid asking him to 
phe er urgently the possibility of making an 
unofficial approach to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs with a view to preventing the execution of 
these men. . 


You will appreciate that it is not possible 
any further than this as we have no 


for us to 

Aogus standi for intervening officially in what is, 
after all, a Spanish internal affair. Moreover, 
we are at present without any official information 
regarding the charges on which these men were 


condemned. 


(S@D) 0.C. HARVEY. 


. OUTWARD TELEGRAM $4 
’ 


(CYPHER J}. : DEPARTMENTAL No. 2. 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO MADRTD, | 
No. 528. D.-7.40 p.m. April 28th, 1945. 


April 28th, 1945, 


YIVYVY 


IMPORTANT. 


"The Times" of April 25th publishes a report from its 
Madrid correspondent that eight men have been oondemned to 
death in connexion with the murder last February of two 
Falangist officials, An appeal has now been received from 
Senor Azcarate who says that ten men have been condemned and 
who begs us to intervene to pwc the carry out of the 
sentences, particularly in the case of Jose Vitimi, who is 
said Pig taken an active part in the French resistance 
movement, 


2, - The trial and execution of these men is, of course, 
a pure sy internal Spanish affair in which we have no proper 
ground for intervening, Nor do we know the nature of the 
evidence against the accuser, In view, however, of the 
obscurity surrounding the murder and the consequent ssibility 
that this trial has been."framed", I shall be glad if you 
will consider urgently the possibility of me an unofficial 
approach to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, pointing out 
whatever terms you consider most appropriate) that the 
execution of eight lor ten) men en bloc, follo SO 
soon after the 4 ently encouraging announcement that no 
further death sentences were to be passed in connexion with 
i i War, is bound to create an unfortunate impression 
abroad, 


OsT 2. 


L 


SPAIN 


Registry 


Number 72 5557/233/41. 


FROM Foreign Office 


Minute Mr. an to 


air. Hoyer Millar. 


Received . 
in Registry | 4th May, 
1945. 


a: Spain, 


Future developments in Spain. 


Gives em aeeeumt ef his views on future 
developments in Spain. There are several 
possibilities 1) Franco will be replaced by a 
Republican Government, (2) by a Monarch; (3) by a 
military dictatorship leading to (a) Republic 
(b) Monarchy or (4) he will remain power as (a) 
Regent for Don Juan or (b) as head of a semi- 
military Government of Falangist complexion. 
Discusses each of these possibilities stating that 
(b) is probably the most likely. 
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MINUTE SHEET. Reference 


Mr. Hoyer Millar 


Mr, Garran has asked me what is my view on fu 
in Spain. Anyone who makes a prophecy about Spanish 
what I should call an uncoverable risk. But,here, very briefly and for 
what it is worth, is my opinion, 


There are four possibilities: - 


_1) after the defeat of Germany Franco will fall as a result 
of a popular rising and be replaced by a Republican 
Government, 


2) In the same circumstances he will be replaced by the 
Monarchy, 


3) He will be replaced by an interim military dictatorship 
leading to 
$5 a Republic 
or b) a Monarahy,. 


4.) He will remain in power . as regent for Don Juan 
or b) as head of a semi-military 
government of Falangist canplexion, 


This is my view:- 


1) I think this is improbable, The dominating pobitical 
factor in Spain at the mament is fear of bloodshed; this has led to 
an apathy which seems to paralyse activity. Among the conservative 
classes the Republic is assoiated with anarchy and vengeance, and I 
doubt if the Republican elements inside the country, weakened by persecu- 
tion, are sufficiently well organized to take command against opposition, 
Moreover, the disunity among the Republicans does not encourage immediate 
success, 


2) Not very likely, for the Monarchists seem as ill-prepared 
as their opponents for swift and decisive action, 


(a) Slightly more probable than (1) but only if during 
the interim dictatorship public opinion, stimulated by extemal pressure 
from the Democracies and Russia and backed by the Army, should move much 
more than it has done hitherto, 


(b) Perhaps the most likely, for it would give time for 
the principal backers of Don Juan in big business, the Church and among 
landowners to persuade those elements of the Army who are not already 
Royalists - who would also, of course, be worked upon by those of their 
comrades who are - that it is in their interests to bring Don Juan back, 


(a) This compromise, a variant of?3 (b) above, is possible 


provided Franco can "defalangize" himself, The process of “defalangis- 


ation" heralded in the Bill of Rights may we beyond Franco's powers, But 
relative economic prosperity and the fact that he has kept Spain out of the 
war are in his favour, | 

(b) Most unlikely, The continuance of the present régime 
might be aceeptable to many Spaniards, but public opinion in Great Britain 
and the United States, not to mention Russia, would not tolerate the sux 
vival of what they rightly consider to be a centre of Fascism, 
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General Franco's attitude to Don Juan. 


Refers to Madrid despatch 247 (Z * 4 PS 
States that Senor Areikza will leave for 
Switzerland early next, week and that he told the Press 
Attaché that he is going on General Franco's behalf 
to explain his attitude to Don Juan who will receive 
him as a personal friend. He has no power to 
negotiate but will bring back Don Juan's views. 
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My despatch No, 247. “2 ~ 


I learn now that Areilza‘’s visit to Switzerland was only 
pestponed owing to visa formalities and that.he is leaving carly | 
next week, He has told the Press Attache that he is going on 
behalf of Franco to explain the latter's attitude to Don ‘Jgan whe 
will receive him as a personal friend, He has no pewer 


negotiate but will bring baek any views Don Juan may wish te 
Cxpress. , : 
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on Juan. 

nclosés copy of minute by the Press Attaché, 
recording conversation of 27th April between Unitea 
States. Ambassador and Senor Areilza. Gives details 
about Senor Areilza for cancellation of his propesed 
visit to Yon Juan in Switzerland, and@fect of 
failure to re-establish direct contact with Don Juan 
on General Franco's reported plans for establishment 
of Regency Council. : 
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subjects, 


am sending a copy of this despatch 
t Lisbon, and to His xxcellency t 


i.e honour to be with the highest 
respect, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble Servant, 


eht iohodkabia 
Anthony Bden, Me Os ip Mie Ps, 
étc., etce., tee, 
FOREIGN OFFICE, 
S. We i 


CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE AMERICAN 
AMBASSADOR AND SR. ARBILZA ON 
27th APRIL, 1945. 


or. Areilza began by saying straight away that he was 
leaving for Switzerland in a few days to see Don Juan, being expecially 
charged by General Franco to explain to him the immediate steps in the 
evolution of the regime which General Franco was contemplating. He was 
not asked about the part Don Juan might be desired to play in them. 


Sr. Areilza began by saying that General Franco had very 
sweeping changes in mind. The first sign of these had been the 
announcement of the fueros de los espanoles, or Bill of Rights, 
which would shortly be passed by the National Council and proceed 
for approbation by the Cortes. 


Mr. Armour took him up at this point and said that neither 
in the U.S.A. nor in Great Britain was it understood why the National 
Council of Falange should continue with such powers, nor indeed why 
Falange should continue at all. He said that to the Anglo-Saxon world 
the idea of the single party, modelled on the Axis and having many 
outward symbols identical with it, was abhorrent. Whilst he did not 
wish in any way to meddle with the internal affairs of Spain, he would 
like to suggest that the Spanish people might view with some suspicion 
changes of this kind, which were sponsored by the very thing which they, 
in common with Allied feeling, were opposed to. 


Sr. Areilza said that it was after all necessary to follow a 
constitutional procedure. There was at present no other machinery to 
pass such fundamental measures. The machinery itself in any case was 
to undergo a thorough overhaul. The constitutional life of the Cortes 
would in normal circumstances end in the autumn and then the Cortes 
would have to be re-elected. The procedure for the election was itself 
under revision. A law was shortly to be enacted whereby mmicipal 
councils would be elected by householders - councils which would in 
turn elect their deputies to the Cortes. The-rest would be elected by 
syndicates and other constituted bodies. 


Mr, Armour persisted that the difficulty remained of the 
Falange Party constituting a state within a state. He wondered why 
it could not pass into the position of being a party or else a body 
charged with special responsibilities. He said he quite realised 
that the Auxilio Social, for example, performed a necessary social 
service which the Falange might feel itself especially responsible 
for, but that was very different from thinking of the FPalange Party 
as an entity maintaining a totalitarian state. 


Sr. Areilza replied that so far as he knew it was General 
Franco's intention to limit its sphere of influence.in that way. 
General Franco, he said, was very conscious of the fact that the 
patriotic sentiment of Spanish Youth was at stake. It had been 
brought up in the atmosphere of the Civil War and was developing 
in the aftermath of that war. Anything like a wholesale disbandment 
of Falange would produce a state of disillusion which would rapidly 
lead to disintegration. He went into a rapid sketch of pre-Civil 
War conditions:. the National Movement had forestalled by a very 
narrow margin a commmist revolt. The cry of. the so-called 
Front had at that time been: — aie metal Death to y apeiel. 


~ 2 = 


The whole impulse of youth on the Nationalist side had been to 
restore a sense of patriotism, which it would be fatal now to 
weaken in any way. Therefore changes such as had been discussed 
must necessarily be very gradual as well as logical. 


Mr. Armour remarked that the war was practically over 
and it seemed to him that General Franco's time sense was badly 


awry . 


Sr. Areilza said that it was perhaps not realised what 
difficulties with his own councillors General Franco had to cope 
with. For instance, it was one of General Franco's ambitions to 
establish as soon as possible the Four Freedoms guaranteed by the 
Atlantic Charter. In the matter of freedom of religion, there were 
some fanatical Catholics even among his own Ministers who were "plus 
papistes que le Pape” and that-in the very Council of Ministers which 
was discussing this point General Franco had been opposed by one of 
this type. He had to have recourse to the Bishop of Madrid, who agreed 
with General Franco that freedom of religion was a legitimate tenet. 


Mr. Armour said that he hoped that the developments which 
had been spoken of would in fact take place, but he confessed a 
scepticism about it; he had been shocked to see, for instance, 
the announcement that sixteen so-called communists had been executed 
on the day following the murder of two Falange officialg a few weeks 
ago, and now to see that the actual or alleged authors of the crime 
had now been arrested and were themselves being condemned. 


Sr. Areilza said that it was by a stupid bureaucratic 
muddle that the announcement of the death of the sixteen so-called 
communists had coincided with the news of the political murders, 
They were in fact sixteen brigands who had belonged to the maquis 
and had come over murdering and pillaging on the frontier. They 
would have been executed under the law in any other land, 


Pinally, Sr. Areilza asked Mr. Armour whether, if all the 
evolution which he had spoken of did in fact take place, Spain would 
be accepted in a spirit of friendship by the Allies. Mr. Armour's 

- reply amounted to a wholly enigmatic “wait and see". 


I should add that throughout the talk Mr. Armour constantly 
emphasised the unity of American and British purpose, and invited my 
confirmation of his views. 


T. F. Burns 
Press Attache 
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aw dated March 17th autho Lg moc ation o: 
existing Customs classifications. 
‘ransmits translation of a Law dated 17th Baeeh 

published in the official Gazette of 19th March. 
> ma 1 the on Shaneitinews 2 and Commerce to 
Ssue decrees as Bbovecs *the object of adjusti 
them to present economic conditions and oeeiaiae 
protection for new industries. Comments on the 
predominant part played by this Ministry, 
illustrating Senor Carceller's "cornering propensity". 
Copied to Department of Overseas Trade and Barcelona. 
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sir, 


I have the honour to transmit herewith 

a translation of a Law, dated March 17th and published 
in the Official Gazette of March 19th, authorizing 
the Ministry of Industry & Commerce to issue decrees 
modifying the existing Customs classifications and 
duties with the object of adjusting them to present 
economic conditions and providing appropriate 
protection for new industries. For this purpose 

the Ministry mentioned will appoint a Technical 
Conmnission, on which the Ministry of Finance 

and the National Delegation of Syndicates will be 
represented, to examine the existing Tariff and to 
submit proposals for amendments to the Ministry of 
Industry & Commerce. A period of three months is 
allowed for the submission of protests against 
modified duties from the date they enter into force. 


Ze A further important provision of the new 
law prohibits the conclusion of commercial agreements 
based on the "most favoured nation" principle and 
states that any existing agreement not cemplying 
with these provisions shall be duly revised as soon 
as possible. y 

: Be 


The Right Honourable Anthony Eden, M.C., M.P., 
etc, etc., etc. , 
Foreign Off.‘ice, 
London. 


* 


Se A law permitting a greater degree of tariff 
protection was not unexpected in view of the strongly 
n°tionalistic flavour of the resolutions of the recent 
Congress of Industrial Syndicates, many of which ad- 
vocated increased tariffs to foment new industries 
and toe save those established during the past few 
years from ruinous competition from imported goods in 
the immediate post-war period. Enquiries made of 
senior officials in the Ministry of Industry & Commerce 
reveal that a revision of the Customs Tariff is 
considered long-overdue since the present Tariff was 
established twenty-three years ago and is now out of 
date. It is stated that not only does the nomenclature 
fail to provide for many products new to commerce 
but in numerous instances results in ill-proportioned 
duties which often weigh heavily on low grade and too 
lightly on high grade goods. It does not ee 1 
appear to be the intention to make a rea ustment i 
such cases by reducing the duties on the former 
but rather by increasing the duties on the latter; in 
fact, all adjustments seem likely to be in an upward 
sense. While some modification of the nomenclature 
is no doubt desirable, it is unfortunate - though hot 
unnatural, especially for the present regime —- that 
the opportunity should be taken to make as many addi- 
tions as possible to the tariff wall, the more so 
since the Ministry of Industry & Commerce already have 
an effective protective weapon in their import licen- 
sing system which they use deliberatly to exclude 
any goods competing with local preducts. They seem 
intent on making the proteqtion doubly sure. 


4./ 


& 
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4. The Ministry of Industry & Commerce have 
apparently been studying the problem of Customs Tariff 

revision for the past eighteen months and have already 

made a detailed examination of import dicences from 

a Tariff angle. Proposals for amendments seem to 

be well advanced and it is possible that the Technical 
Commission provided for in the Law of March 17th may 

merely give its formal approval to modifications draf-— 
ted in the Ministry of Industry & Cammerce. The 
Commission has not yet been appointed. 


Se The predominant part played by that Ministry 

in the proposed revision of Customs duties, normally 

a function of the Ministry of Finance, is Significant. 
It provides still a further example of Sr. Carcellier's 
“cornering” propensity. 


6. As regards the possible repercussions of the 
Law of March 17th on United Kingdom trade, the Sub- 
Secretary of Commerce has stated that Art. It should 
not be interpreted as an intention to modify the 
Anglo-Spanish Commercial Agreement, which is based on 
the "most favoured nation™ principle. He looked 
forward to the development of U.K. trade with Spain 
and to the continued implementation of that Agreement. 
Nevertheless there will be considerable pressure from 
interested local industries to modify some of the 
import duties covered by that Agreement. 


Te I am sending a copy of this despatch to the 
Depa rtment/ 


* 


Department of Overseas Trade and to H.M. Coensul- 
General, Barcelona. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
With the highest respect, 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


C pes (e+ ; 


Sy. 
a 


TRANSIA TION OF THE LAW OF THE 17TH MARCH 1945 REGARDING 
‘a MODIFICATIONS OF CUSTOMS DUTIES 


Published in the Boletin Oficial, No. 78 of 19th 
March 1945. 


” 


In view of the need for adjusting the prevailing 
Customs Tariff Go the present economic circumstances and 
also for providing proper protection for new industries 
which were not envisaged when the Tariff was issued 
in the year 1922, it is convenient to authorise the 
Government to introduce partial modifications in the 
said Customs Tariff by.a Decree emanating from the 
Ministry of Industry & Commerce after a prior report from 
the Ministry of Finance and with the approval of the 
Cabinet. These modifications will be introduced as and 
when they may become necessary. 


Consequently, and in conformity with the proposition 
submitted by the Spanish Parliament 


I dispose 


Article l. The Government is authorised by Decree 
emanating from the Ministry of Industry & Commerce, 
partially to revise as far as possible, the rates and 

clessifications of the existing @ustoms Tariff in respect 
of goods imported into the Peninsula and Balearic Islands. 


To this end, and for investigation, report and propo- 
sails, the Ministry of Industry ;& Commerce will fees 


a Technical Commission in which the Ministry of Finance 


will/ 


/based 


<f 


will be represented, and which will also include a 
representative of the "Delegacion Nacional de 
Sindicatos" (National Delegation of Syndicates). 
Under a varying composition and in relation to 
interests affedted by the pevision, the Commission 
will also have a temporary representation from the 
professional manufacturing Corporations or other 
official bodies interested in the matters dealt with. 


This technical Comnission will accept or demand 
from any firm or concern any verbal or written 
reports considered necessary for an improved Study 
of matters submitted to its examination. 


The said Commission will submit e1l reasonable 
proposals to the Ministry of Industry & Commerce, who, 
in its turn, and if considered proper, will submit 
them for the approval of the Cabinet. 


As from the date on which these modified duties 
are declared valid, a period of three months will be 
granted during which appropriate admission and deci- 
Sion will be given in respect of all justified claims 
made against the modified classifications and duties. 


Article 2. It is prohibited in future to enter into 


any commercial undertakings or agreements/on the 


total or indeterminate clause of "most favoured 
nation®. 3 


All commercial undertakings and agreements not 


strictly complying with the provisions in this article 
will be duly revised as soon as possible. 


\ 
Article 3./ 


Article 3. The Ministry of Industry & Commerce will 
ssue complementary rules and regulations considered 
proper for the appdication of this Law. 


Given in El Pardo on the 17th March 1945. 
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(Udon Labor , 


Will you please refer to Bowker’s despatch from 
Medrid Ho. 244 EB. of ist May, of which we sent you a 
Copy, commenting on the Spanish Law dated i7th March 
which authorises modification of existing Customs 
Classifications and dutiesT 


It seems to us that this law may foreshadow nothing 
—_ than the introduction of mincr readjustwents or 
overdue reforms, which would not necessarily carry any 
a tical ‘mportance. But it is Gifficeult to assess its 
significanse without more details and while the Comission 


to be responsible for exe@uting the law has not,so far as 
we know, been appointed. 


Would you please iet me know, however, whether you 
have any views on the possible effect of the clause 
prohibiting the conclusion of further “most fevoured 
nation" ts or on the si ance of the tendency 
to raise tariff wall, and you think any 


groumis exiat for representations to the Spannish 
Govermment. 


oo copiced? this letter to Ellia Rees 
(Treamtry) P (Bconomic Warfare Department), | 

Department of Overscas Trade) and Clutterbuck 
pe Bey Office) . 
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FROM wr. Sowker 
Madri d. 
No. 258 


Dated 7th iiay, 


Received 7 | 
in Registry { 16th way, 


1945. 


opain 


aNeor 


Conve Sitio tween Pre Attaché and Senor Arej 
latter s visit to Don duan. 


Refers to Madrid tele | 2 

gram iio.212 (Z 4875/23u/u1). 
Encloses an account of the above conversation, be 
menor Areilza disaussed his proposed visit to Don Juan 
On behalf of General Franco. He also gave an account 


of General Franco's intended political adm 
hamoe: Dp dministrative 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 


(ayieyas) | 


No. 258 


A. 


1 MAN 1945: 
if 7 
5 Sir, Sheets he ‘13 


> The néw freedom with which pebes eh correspondents in this 
“ country may report to their newspapers (see my telegram 292 of 
April 17th) tends naturally to lend importance to news which might 
otherwise have a strictly limited and local: significance. An 
example is the series of rumours and denials about the journey of 
Sefior Areilzd to see Don Juan on behalf ‘of General Franco, which 
was the subject of my telegram No. 450 andearlier correspondence, 
Newsagencies, the B.B.C. and diplomatic correspondents have all 
‘contributed to media matter for widespread +7 yepegouae 
io 5. 4-23 Diy 

Se For that reason I am glad to be able to submit to 
you the enclosed report of a conversation between Sefior Areilza and 
the Press Attaché which summarises the situation as-seen by Sefior 
Areilza himself. Neither Mr. Burns nor myself are under any 
delusions about Sefior ‘Areilza. He is as plausible as he is ambitious 
as intelligent as he is opportunist. But it must be admitted that 
he is well placed for the task which he has elected to attempt. 
He holds no official . pe@sition and has in fact rejected a recent 
offer to be Spanish Minister ‘at Berne. Nevertheless he enjoys, so 
to speak, the confidence of General Franco and the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. His wealth gives him a certain independence which 
he propose@ to exercise as a newspaper proprietor. Finally, he is 
a personal friend of Don Juan, 


Oe His account of a realistic and almost regenerate 
Generalisimo is in striking contradiction to reports which have 
reached me of other recent conversations between General Franco and 
leading personalities. For instance, Sefior MateMl the former Mayor 
of Barcelona and Spanish representative in Paris, is telling his 
close friends about a long interview which he had with General 
Franco last week, in which General Fra ppeargs to Mave given réin 
to a fantastic form of megalomania which has been remarked on 
previous occasions. According to Sefior MateN's account, General 
Franco presented himself as a Paladin of Christendon against the 
athetstic:bordees of Bolshevism, the only chief of state who was not 
a free mason (in the special continental significance of the term) 
and even as the ultimate Generalisimo of forces of the western 
democracies in an inevitable and final battle against the U.S.S.R: 
He claimed to have secret and special knowledge of this coming 
conflict, some of if@erived from a microphone concealed in General 
de Gaulle's own office. The effect of all this on the realistic 
and cautious Catalan businessman may well be imagined and he &as 
communicated his dismay to Monarchists. They, Mot unnaturally, 
see chances of an understanding between the Generalisimo and Don 
Juan dwindling to vanishing point and openly dissociate themselves 
from Sefior Areilza who seems to exemplify Robert Louis Stevenson's 
adage: “It is better to treavele hopefully than to arrive”, 
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The Right Honourable 
Anthony Eden, M.C., M.@., 
ete., etc., etc. 
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4. arked to Sefior Areilza, 
the latter's oun Franco's intended political 
and administ sage cWatee svem t to little more than general 
promises and ue © indleationd. The much heralded Bill of 
Rights was handed by the Minister for Foreign Affairs to |. 
foreign journalists on the 5th May, though, presumably because 
it still-has.to be approved by .the Cortes, it has. not yet been 
published in Spain. The solemn enumeration of the rights of 
Spaniards will require a considerable amount of supplementary 
legislation if they are ever to be more than pious affirmations. 
As regards the Falange, not one of the proposed reforms hae yet 
been put. into effect. - As regards the monarchy, Géeneral® Franco's 
reported ntention to Pestore it, “With or without the previous 
consent +f the present hets to the throne" is an indication of 
the role Which he himself intends to play’, . in this connexion. 


Je I am sending copies of .this despatch to His 
Majesty ‘s Ambassador at Lisbon and His Excellency the Governor 
of Gibraltar. ‘ 


I have the honour to be, with ‘the highest respect, 
sir, 


Your most humble, obedient Servant, 


— 


SECRET 


Press Attache's conversation with A. 


Sr. A. said that rumours of the cancellation of his voyage 
had been put out by interested parties: actually, it had never been 
cancelled, only postponed on account of special visa restrictions which 
the Swiss had imposed recently to keep amore stringent frontier control. 
At the same time he had no wish to make the matter public one way or the 
other and he thought that the less said about it the better. He was in 
fact leaving within a few days. He was not going as anything else but as 
a personal friend of Don Juan's on the one hand and as one entrusted with 
General Franco's confidence on the other, te put forward fully and frankly | 
the latter's views. He had no powers to negotiate and no idea of what 
attitude Don Juan would take. 


As for General Franco's views, he could speak of them with 
some confidence as he had been given them very fully. General Franco 
was convinced that for the good of the country there must be an internal 
evolution. He had flirted with the idea of a Republican basis with 
himself as President for an initial term of some length, but he now 

' recognised that a high proportion of his own supporters were in fact 
monarchists at heart and that the monarchy in some shape or form was 
the natural evolution of the present regime. He would, .then, sooner 
or later install the Monarchy with or without the previous consent 
of the present heir to the throne. The Monarchy was for him not a 
major issue; Sr. A. had discussed it very openly with him and without 
embarrassment: a much more delicate subject to discuss with him was the 
internal organisation of the country and in particular the future of 
Falange and the role of the Army, 


Sr. A. said that General Franco now realised that Falange as 
such could not continue indefinitely, but he was involved in questions 
of amour propre and as to how best to deal with it. Sr. A.'s own counsel 
to him had been to arrange for its "voluntary" resignation from the chief 
offices of state. General Franco would then thank it for "services ren- 
dered", leave some of its personalities and departments in charge of 
subsidiary affairs and thus relegate it to the position of an independent 
party. Sr. A. estimated that such a step would immediately reduce its 
numbers from a million to some 30,000, the difference accounting for a 
who belonged to it simply for the sake of their jobs. 


As regards the Army, Sr. A, considered that the main guarantee ~~ 
against a civil war was its unity. Individual generals each had their 
following, but none had such a grip of the whole as had General Franco, — 
With one or two exceptions, General Pranco had more political savoir faire 
than any of the generals: it was not very great but it was more ie. 
rest had. For the prestige of the army and so as not to plunge the 
country back into the debate of a civil war fought. and won, General 
Franco must remain in command, But his intention was to clip the 
army's political wings as Canovas had done before the restoration 
end to confine it. to barracks. Sr. A. remarked that, bad and stupid 
ag General Franco might be, he was Petter, ‘than most of the other 
generals and that a military b would be a sreate stumblLing-blo« 
“fo progress than was Generel Franco | nee 
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Whilst Genera] Franco recognised the importance of having 
a strong civilian element in the Government, hé considered that his 
own position and prestige would have to be guaranteed if old sores 
were not to be opened up. He considered that the transition of power 
to another basis, both constitutionally and for practical reasons, would 
have to be done by himself, As regards external policy, General Franco 
was at least half convinced that the economic future. of Spain lay in the 
sterling area, though strong pressure had been brought on him to move 
towards the U.S.A. Finally, he had asked Sr. &. what would happen to 
Ango-Spanish relations if in fact he was successful in reorientating the 
regime, internally and externally. Sr. A. said that he had answered 
General Franco's question with a bull-fighting simile: General Frenco 
was in the position of a matador asking what would happen to'him if he 
used his cloak skillfully when the bull appeared on the scene. The only 
answer Sr. A. suggested to him was that it was far easier to say what 
would happen to the matador if he did not use his cloak at all and just 
stayed where he was. Apparently General Franco was highly amused at 
this and dropped the subject. 


Having listened attentively to all this and much more, I 
simply said that, beyond general promises and some vague indications, 
there were not in fact many signs of a real change. Only a few days 
previously, General Franco had elected to parade himself and his 
personal guard in Falangist uniform with a great flourish of trumpets 
at a ceremony wholly insignificant in itself, and had taken care to 
have his gesture emphasised in the press. Sr. A. replied that General 
Franco haa made the gesture intentionally but not with the significance 
which we attached to it. On the very day that Nazism and Fascism had 
bitten the dust in the persons of their founders, he had especially 
paraded himself as the Falangist to show his independence of those two 
systems. Sr. A. thought it a courageous but extremely foolish gesture, 
and it had apparently put the Minister for Foreign Affairs into a state 
of frenzy. 


I said it seemed to me that if one accepted the fact that a great - 
many monarchists were violently opposed to General Franco and that the 
vast bulk of the population from the centre leftwards was his sworn 
enemy, there could be little hope for a reconstruction of the state 
along the lines suggested. Everywhere there were evident signs of what 
I called moral and political sabotage of the whole system, resulting in 
non-cooperation from many of the soundest elements in the country and 
acquiescence in corrupt practices. Sr. A. said that 1 must not judge 
Spain by Madrid and the big towns. In the provinces among moderate 
people of all kinds there was still a very solid bloc which supported 
the Generalissimo, but at the same time he admitted the strength of my 
observation and could only say that, dubious as the prospects were, 
all others were still more dubious. 


We then turned to press wie sa Sr. A. has recently nadued | 
the "Alcazar" and now has plans to lautich a big: national daily, He said © 
that it would be virtually. independent of Party control, which: in any | 
case will shortly be strictly limited in the prege: 
that, if he hoped for an approximation of -public | 
of the world at-large, it was essential to go to. ‘the-roots of the. matter 
| and realise that throughout the* wer there had ru a rae oocpees and. de- 
finite policy ef presenting contemporary, his along the broad lines . 
of German nen with the: geasigl ‘that Moral is¢ 
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topic and Sr. A. 


almost. complete. 
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refers to Madrid despatch 232° 392/233/41 ) 

FROM Mr. fowver: Transmits copy of letter No.42 of 12th April from 
a _ Mr. Ross Teneriffe, giving a report as above. The 

Syndicates are to parade again on the Piesta del 

250 (1/117/45) Trabajo Nacional on 18th July. Employees who do 

Dated | not attend will be penalized. 

Oo” Ond M&Y » 

Received 

in Regisiry ) O8rg May, 

1945. 
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No. 250 (1/117/45) C? a 


tk 
Qn: Majesty’s Chargé d'Affaiates at jMdrid 
presents his compliments to The Foreign Seg@retary 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


British.. LMPASSY.s.......... 


aids dag MSs 
Reference to previous correspondence: 


Madrid P.L.No.232(1/103/45)of 24.4.45. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Copy of.letter Meeting of 


(No. 42) of 12th Syndicates' 
April from H.kM. | Delegado. 
Consulate ,Teneriffe, 
to H.it. Chargé 
d'affaires ,iiadrid. 


34794 243819—3 - 


Ly 


Poneto British Coasulate, 


Teneriffe. 
No. 42. igth April, 1945. 


Sir, 


With reference to my despatch No. $9 paragraph 5, last 
clause, of 6th April regarding a meeting which was being 
Called by the Syndicates’ Delegado, I have now received a 
confidential report on what took place. 


2. The meeting was attended by only two persons. 

Its primary object was not, as was at first surmised, to 
examine the failure of the syndicates to parade on the Dia 

de la Victoria but to introduce an official visitor from 
Madrid. It is certain however that the Victory Day episode 
would have been discussed, because the matter was touched on 
at the meeting and some interesting developments came to light. 


3. I am informed that the Captain-General was annoyed 
at the omission of the syndicates from the parade. He acéepted 
the explanation however that the arrangements broke down at the 
last minute because the officer who was accustomed to organise 
the syndicates fell ill and there was nobody cometent to take 
control once the assembled workers had dispersed among the crowd. 
No immediate disciplinary action therefore is being taken. To 
please the Captain-General, however, it is proposed to summon 
the syndicates to parade again on the Fiesta del Trabajo 
Nacional on July 18th, from which attendance they had been 
absolved on previous anniversaries of this date. In order to 
control such attendance, lists have to be prepared of all 
syndicate members who must parade and these lists are to be 
checked both before and after the parade. Purther, employers 
are to be authorized to deduct a day's wages from any employee 
who, being otherwise able to attend, abstains from doing so. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

With the highest respect, 

Your most obedient Servant, 


(Signed) Robert Ross. 


His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires, 
British Embassy, 
Madrid. 
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Numb >2 6204/233/41 | o ‘ties. — 
Refers to Madrid despatch No. 164 of i7th M 
FROM Mr, Bowker, (Z 3945/233/41). Encloses copy of Barcelona épdpaten 
Madrid. No. 15 dated 5th April, an aide memoire to the 
No. geo Ministry of Foreign Affairs dated 26th March, a copy of 
an aide memoire dated 28th March and letter from the 
Dated 184) yo 1645 Consul General, Cadiz all illustrating violent 
POUT ae vs ° Falange activities, and the inability of the 
in Raghdlry chna 7 authorities to control the situation. 
1945, 
Z: Spain 
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Il agree. Please ensure from Private 
secretary that we know if the Secretary of State 


is to see the Buke of Alba, and then let him have 
a note as proposed. : 


Franco seenus to be going backwards again. I 


must say I prefer him in his blackest and truest 
colours, to pretending to be one of us. 


(UR. 


May 3ist, 1945. 
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| THIS DOCUMENT IS THE.PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT 


SPAIN. May 23, 1945. 


SECRET. SECTION 1. 


[LZ 6204/2383 /41 | Copy No. 


Mr. Bowker to Mr. Eden—(Received 23rd May.) 


(No. 270.) 
Sir, Madrid, 15th May, 1945. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 164 of the 17th March, I have the 
honour to inform you that a number of further reports have been received which 
indicate the general nervousness and unrest prevailing. 7 3 

2. In some cases the local authorities have shown a firm hand in their 
endeavours to suppress the excesses of Falange. From Vigo the Acting Consul 
reports that following a beating administered in March by members of Falange 
to a political opponent, the Civil Governor took energetic steps to prevent a 
repetition, and recently the Civil Governor and Provincial Head of the Falange 
in Pontevedra gave strict orders that members of the Falange were not in any 
circumstances to take the law into their own hands, and that the only executive 
bodies were the Civil Guard and the Policia Armada. 

3. On the other hand, a report from Barcelona dated the 5th April, indicates 
that the Civil Governor there (although noted for being one of the few good men 
whom the party has thrown up in Spain), was showing a singular inability to 
control the wilder members of the Falange in his district. I enclose a copy of the 
despatch which was sent by the acting consul-general at Barcelona in this 
connexion, together with copies of an aide-mémoire which I subsequently left 
with the Under-Secretary at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. Mr. Consul Hillyer 
at Barcelona, acting on my instructions, also raised the matter with the Civil 
Governor personally. Another incident reported from Barcelona to have 
occurred at Reus, is summarised in the attached copy of another aide-mémoire 
which I left with Senor Castillo on the 28th March. 

4. In other cases no indication has been furnished of the efforts, if any, 
which the local Civil Governors have made to curb excesses on the part of the 
Falange. From Malaga it was confirmed in a report dated the 22nd March, that 
the distribution of firearms to members of the Falange had been going on for 
some time. ‘This was also occurring at Almeria and at Granada, where a state of 
serious unrest had existed since a squad of special police was sent to the district 
in November last in an effort to stamp out subversive elements in those districts. 
Special precautions have also been taken at Cartagena to guard against the acts 
of sabotage inspired by the Communists. The attached copy of a letter from the 
consul at Cadiz reports more elaborate precautions, and the arrival of a special 
squad of police to arrest suspects followed, as at Granada, by the usual 
brutalities. Similar arrests and ill-treatment are reported from a number of 
places in the district of the vice-consul at Alicante, including Elche, Callosa and 
Orihuela, where an arrested man was beaten to death. It was claimed that some 
kind of Communist organisation had been discovered in those parts. From 
Santander the vice-consul reported on the 30th March that the local Falange were 
restive and were believed to have shot several people following the assassination 
of the two Falangists im Madrid on the 25th February. ) 

5. At Almeria the Civil Governor appears as the villain of the piece. The 
vice-consul reported on the 3rd May as follows :— 


‘‘ Terrorist campaign is being carried out by Civil Governor by means 
l 


of Government and party police assisted by Blue Division and a few 


Falangists. * 

‘" People caught listening to British or American broadcasts have been 
beaten and @gtained by Falangists and sets confiscated by the Government. 

‘“ People who have publicly expressed satisfaction at downfall of 
Germany have been arrested and beaten. 

“A bar has been closed because owners had been privately listening to 
Moscow. 

‘' Streets are patrolled at night and people terrorised to stay home. 
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‘‘ These are undoubtedly orders to make the people feel the strong hand 
of dictatorship. The slightest breach of any regulation is punished harder 
than ever before. The Falange deliberately pick quarrels and beat people 
with impunity. 

‘* Swastikas are worn by Blue Division, party police and Falangists on 
police duty.”’ 


As the Civil Governor at Almeria has been a frequent offender for many months 
past in the licence which he has allowed for ruffians of the Falange and Blue 
Division to behave in the manner described, often affecting British interests more 
directly by interfering with the normal publicity work of the vice-consulate, I 
intend to present the Ministry for Foreign Affairs with a catalogue of his recent 
misdeeds, of which a copy will be sent to you separately. 

6. Even in Madrid it is believed to be unwise, for persons not holding party 
membership cards,’ to walk about the streets late at night, as several cases have 
occurred in which individuals have been picked up and beaten more or less 
seriously without apparent provocation on their part. 

7. It would clearly be unwise to attach too much importance to these 
incidents. Judging by precedent they are to be expected in Spain as symptoms 
of the climacteric periods of successive régimes, such as that through which the 
Franco régime is at present passing. It may be regarded as surprising that in 
such circumstances more serious incidents did not occur on and after VE-day. 
But the calm, almost apathy, with which the news seems to have been greeted by 
the Spanish people is undoubtedly due in part to the imprisonment during the 
last few months of most of the more excitable individuals whose pro-Allied 
sympathies a have involved them in clashes with the Falange. The ardour 
of the remainder has probably been damped by the fear that they too might be 
imprisoned (or beaten up by Falange toughs), combined with a growing realisa- 
tion of the hard fact that Allied victory in Europe does not necessarily mean the 
early collapse of the Franco régime. ) 

I am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Lisbon 
and His Excellency the Governor of Gibraltar. 

I have, &c. 
JAMES BOWKER. 


Enclosure 1. 


Consul-General Hillyer to Mr. Bowker. 
(No. 13.) 
Sir, Barcelona, 5th April, 1945. 

IN compliance with your circular telegram No. 5 of the 21st March I have 
the honour to enclose herewith an interesting political report which has been 
compiled by Mr. Dorchy, press attaché at this post. I fully endorse the opinions 
which he has drawn from recent occurrences here which would seem to foreshadow 
further unrest. The Falange gangs are just as arrogant as ever and, as an 
addendum to Mr. Dorchy’s report cows, we have had three British flags torn off 
our cars in the past few days. 

2. I propose to visit the Civil Governor and suggest quietly that in 1945 
we would expect the British flag to be respected. 

I have, &c. | 
R. A. HILLYER. 


Enclosure 2. 
(Secret.) 


Press Attaché, Barcelona, to Acting Consul-General, Barcelona. 
Political Report. 


There has been marked political activity in Barcelona during the past 


fortnight and, in accordance with the established custom, I beg to report the. 
following :— 


(1).The press have been given confidential instructions, Parpasting to 


emanate from Madrid, to give a ‘‘ most favoured ’’ treatment of the present 
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war news to the Americans, with a view of ‘‘ proving Spain’s understanding 
with America.’’ This was supplemented verbally by another directive to give 
little or no prominence to any British success, it being stated that Britain's 
olicy was to frustrate any Spanish attempt of good relationship with the States. 
he press carried this instruction out with obvious reluctance, the party papers 
being still pro-German and the better-class papers, such as Vanguardia and 
Diario de Barcelona, maintaining strict fairness. | | 

(2) The party authorities continue to maintain an attitude anything but 
neutral. I enclose carbon copy of an instruction passed by the Civil Governor to 
the Chief Censor Aliberch to the effect that no mention must be made in the press 
of an ‘‘ intimate ceremony’’ which took place at Dr. Kroll’s residence when 
Correa, with a number of his young friends of the Frente de Juventudes, was 
presented with a personally autographed picture of Hitler. According to an | 
ocular witness, the speech made by Correa on that occasion was anything but 
neutral. 

(3) Prior to the victory parade on the ist April, from which we. wisely 
abstained from appearing, the German consular representative was cheered and 
greeted by the leaders of the Frente de Juventudes. After the parade, groups of 
this youth movement paraded in the main Paseo de Gracia shouting “ Viva 
Alemania! ’’ &c. 

(4) I beg to attach a report by Don Juan Llop Busquets, whose bar was 
completely smashed up by a re Bs of youths on the 28th March. After 
completely destroying the establishment, these gallant party youths painted 
‘‘F.E.”’ all over it. Although Sr. Llop has denounced this both to the Comissaria 
and to the Juzgado to this day no action has been taken and he was told that 
none would be as the authors were members of the party and it was his fault for 
having British and American propaganda in the bar. Llop had always received 
our material regularly since 1940 and the American since 1943, but whilst he had 
it available for his customers to read, he never distributed any large quantities. 
This man, *whose sole crime according to the police is ‘‘ to have received British 
and American propaganda,’’ is now ruined, and without any hope of justice. 

(5) I beg to attach roneod propaganda sheets insulting the Prime Minister 
and President Roosevelt. Another, dated the 31st January, 1945, anti-British 
and containing gross insults.(*) 

(6) First reports from a colonel friend of mine on General Solchaga are 
rather startling. -After taking over officially on Saturday last, addressing his 
senior officers he is alleged to have stated that, ** although it may cause misgivings 
in the hearts of many of us, our duty is blind loyalty to the Caudillo and to 
Spain ’’ (“‘ Aunque algunos de nosotros deben retorcer sus corazones, nuestro 
deber queda en una fé ciega en Espafia y su glorioso Caudillo’’). This has been 
taken by some Monarchist elements as a warning, although Solchaga has been 
here too little time to be correctly assessed. 

(7) Reactions to Don Juan’s manifesto are varied. The. nobility and high 
industry, after clamouring for Don Juan during four years, have gone chicken- 
hearted and now proclaim loudly that the manifesto was issued at the wrong 
moment, that the Franco régime is the only one which can save Spain, that Don Juan 
will receive no backing, &c. The lower classes have greeted the promises of the 
manifesto rather sceptically but are already aware that the upper classes are 
prepared to let him down. A comment often heard in the more populous barrios 
of Sans, Pueblo Nuevo, &c., is that “‘ if the Right do not restore the monarchy, 
the people will.’’ The party are indignant and are trying many methods to 
discount the manifesto. Some say it is pure fiction invented by the B.B.C. to 
cause trouble in Spain (this was believed 2 a considerable number of the upper 
class until the news of Alba’s alleged resignation filtered through). A number 
of fake manifestos are also circulating, some alleged to emanate from such diverse 
personalities as Miguel Maura and the Marqués de Estella (Miguel Primo 
de Rivera). In general, most sensible people think that the manifesto, unless 
backed Y a general resignation, will have little or no effect. 

_ (8)_I beg to enclose copy taken of an original note sent by José Barnabé 
Oliva, Jefe provincial de Prensa, to Don Pedro Roma Campi, director of the 
‘Correo Catalan ’’ and head of the Falangist Requetés who brought ‘‘ Carlos 
VIII”’ and his mother, Dofia Blanca, to Barcelona, some months ago under the win 
of the party and the Civil Governor. It would appear that his ‘‘ pretender ”’ 
. can no longer pay_his bills at the Ritz and that both Oliva-and the Civil Govenor 
are trying to get out of the impending fracas. I have it from yood authority 
that some time ago, through the Jefe Provincial de Espectdculos. Correa 


| (*) Not printed 
[67—77 | | B 2 
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informed all ‘‘ cabaret ’’ owners, &c., not to grant further credit to his ex-protégé 
and would-be pretender. 3 

(9) On Easter Sunday afternoon, a large force of political police with 
Guardia Civil, raided a factory at Santa Maria de Moncada, arresting about 
one hundred cell leaders of the reorganised C.N.T.-U.G.T. Shots were exchanged 
and there were a few wounded, but all were taken.. Colonel Castan and his 
friends are very satisfied with this operation in which they have captured an 
important nucleus of would-be trouble-makers. I am informed that the prisoners 
are being submitted to the usual 8.I.M. treatment with a view to their confessing 
the names of all those involved. 

E. M. M. DORCHY. 


Sth A pra, 1945. 


re —— a 


Enclosure 3. 


Aide-mémoire. 


=— 


Activities of the Falange in Barcelona. 


IN spite of the assurances received that the Falange have. no influence on 
foreign policy, there have recently been several cases in Barcelona in which 
members of the Falange have given public and unimpeded manifestations of their 
sympathy with Germany and their hostility to Great Britain and the United 
States. 

Prior to the Victory Parade on the ist April the German consular 
representative was cheered and greeted by the leaders of the Frente de Juventudes. 
After the parade groups of the Frente de Juventudes paraded in the Paseo de 
Gracia shouting ‘‘ Viva Alemania! ”’ &c. 

Sheets containing anti-British propaganda and insulting the British Prime 
Minister and President Roosevelt have been circulated by the Falange. Samples 
are attached.(’*) 

At about 10 o’clock on the 28th March some fourteen individuals between 
20 and 25 years of age entered the premises of the Bar Llop situated in the 
Calle de Ramon y Cajal, 47, the property of Don Juan Llop Busquet, alleging 
that they were Policias de la Brigada Social-politico, but giving no proof of their 
identity. One of the young men demanded to be shown the telephone. The wife 
of Sefior Llop, who was behind the counter, acceded to this request, and the 
young man thereupon cut the telephone wires with a pair of pincers which he was 
carrying, while the others immediately set about destroying the whole contents 
of the bar. The damages caused amount to 10,000—-15,000 pesetas, and represent 
Sefior Llop’s entire savings. Although the matter has been reported both to the 
Comisaria and to the Juzgado, no action has vet been taken by the authorities 
to ri phage or deal with the culprits, and Sefior Llop was told that nothing 
would be done since the perpetrators were members of the party and it was his 
fault for having British and American propaganda in the bar. This man, whose 
sole crime according to the police is ‘to have received British and American 
propaganda,”’ is now ruined. 


Madrid, 5th April, 1945. 


———_—-—_ 


Enclosure 4. 
Aide-mémoire. 


ON Sunday, the 4th March, Dr. Morales, the Provincial Chief of the C.N.S., 
was assassinated when travelling between Falset and Reus. As his funeral 
procession moved through the streets of Reus, uniformed Falangists shouted 
‘Down with Russia!’’ ‘‘ Down with the United Nations!’’ and ‘* Long Live 
Germany!’’; a large swastika from the German Consul-General in Barcelona 
appeared among the many party wreaths. 


Madrid, 26th March, 1945. : 
(*) Not printed. 
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Enclosure 5. 
Consul, Cadiz, ‘to the Consul-General, Seville. 


Dear Seville, Cadiz, 12th April, 1945. 

FURTHER to my telegram of the 17th March last, addressed to Chancery, 
in which I informed them of the arrests which had been taking place locally, | 
have now received a report from the brother-in-law of one of the men arrested in 
this connexion, which I think may be of interest to you. I — say here that 
my informant is entirely reliable—amongst other things, he has lived in the 
United States for some years, and was himself once arrested for having listened 
to the B.B.C. 

It would appear that a special squad of secret police agents arrived in Cadiz 
from Madrid, the local police receiving instructions to take orders from them 
and to carry out all the arrests which they ordered. These were then commenced 
and, in batches, a total of some 600 were taken at all hours of the day and 
night and shut into a small cell in the “‘ comisaria ’’—a cell which normally holds 
some two or three people and into which were placed some twenty-eight at a time. 
Here they were kept for two days and nights without food or water, and as there 
were no sanitary arrangements of any kind and they were not allowed out, a 
small corner of the cell was used by them when necessary. 

They were then taken to the local jail, where they were placed in cells to 
await their turn for questioning. 

Most of those arrested were men who had already been arrested suspected 
of being ‘‘ Reds’’ and who had been let out on provisional liberty. 

When my informant’s brother-in-law was called for questioning in the jail, 
he was put through the third degree, being continuously beaten with knotted 
leather thongs and lengths of iron chain, the questions thrown at him being 
where and how the ‘‘ Reds’’ received their arms, whether these were brought in 
ships and, if so, what ships, to what port and by whom. He himself lost 
consciousness twice during this beating, but was brought round and the whole 
thing started afresh. 

A number of those arrested have now been released, and some are in the jail 
hospital, too ill to be moved. Amongst the latter is my informant’s brother-in-law, 
who has to lie on his stomach as his back is just so much raw flesh. 

My informant is allowed to visit him on occasions, and asked me whether I 
would not arrange to do so as well, but I have thought it advisable to do nothing 
except to inform you of the matter. 


Yours ever, 


CADIZ. 


ae 
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ISH EMBASSY, 
MADRID, 
No. 270 15th May, 1945, 
(1/124/45) 


Sir, eo 


With reference to my despatch No. 164 of the 17th 
March, el! have the honour to inform you that a number of further 
reports have been received which indicate the general nervousness 
and unrest prevailing, 


Le In some cases the local authorities have shown 
a firm hand in their endeavours to suppress the excessSof Falange. 
From Vigo the Acting Consul reports that following a beating 
administered in March by members of Falange to a political opponent 
the Civil Governor took energetic steps to prevent a repetition and 
recently the Civil Governor and Provincial Head of the Falange in 
Pontevedra gave strict orders that members of the Falange were not 
in any circumstances to take-the law,into,their own hands, and that 
the only executive bodies were the Civil Gidrd and the Policia 
Armada, 


3. On the other hand, a report from Barcelona dated 
April .5th, indicates that the Civil Governor there, (although noted 
for being one of the few good men whom the Party has thrown up in 
Spain), was showing a singular inability to control the wilder 
members of the Falange in his district. I enclose a’copy of the | 
ececeeeee- GeESpatch which was sent by the Acting Consul-General at Barcelona in 
this connexion, together with copies of an side-mémoire which I 
subsequently left with the Under-Secretary at the Ministry of Foreigh 
Affairs. Mr. Consul Hillyer at Barcelona, acting.on my 
instructions, also raised the matter with the Civil Governor | 
personally. Another incident reported from Barcelona to have m 
occurred at Reus, is summarised in the attached copy 6f mother aide 
oeeeeese smemoire which I left with Seflor Castillo on March 28th. 


7 Se rerrs wear? We 


4. In. other cases no indication has‘been furnished 
of the efforts, if any, which the local Civil Governors have made 
to curb excesses on the part of the Falange. From Malaga it was 
| conssrmed in a report ‘dated March 22nd that the distribution of 
firearms to members of the Falmge had been’ going on for some time. 
This was also occurring at Almeria and at Granada, where a state of . 
serious unrest had existed since a squad of special: police was sent 
to the district in November: last in an effort to stamp out subversive 
elements in those districts. Special precautions have also been |. 
taken at Cartagena to guard against the acts of sabotage inspired by’ 
| the Communists. The attached copy of a letter from the Consul at | 
oeseeee5-Cadiz reports more elaborate precautions and the arrival of a specié 
squad of police to arrest suspects followed, as at Granada, by the | 
usual brutalities. Similar arrests and ill-treatment are reported - 
| from a number of places in the district of the Vice-Consul at 
Alicante, dncluding Elche, Callosa and Orihuela, where an arrested 4 
man was beaten to death. .<It was claimed that some kind of s 
communist organization had been discovered in those parts. From == 
Santander the Vice-Consul reported on March 50th that the local | 
Falange were restive and were believed to have shot several people ~ 
following ‘the assassination of the two Falangists in Madrid on * 


February 25th. 
5.) ab: / 


The Right Honourable 
Anthony Eden, M.C. 9 M.P. Pi 
etc., etc., etc. 
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D. At Almeri ENP lct04 a sonia appears as 
the villain of the piece, The Vice-Consul repprted on May Srd, 
as follows:- 


"Terrorist campaign is being carried out by Civil Governor 
by means. of Government and Party Police assisted by Blue 
Division and a few Falangists, 


people caught listening to British or American broadcasts 
have been beaten and retained by Fale gists and sete 
confiscated by the Government. 


“people who. have publicly exhreveod satisfaction at downfall 
of Germany have been arrestéd ‘and : beaten. 


"A bar has been closed because owners hea been witadiadn. 
listening to Moscow. | 


‘Streets are patrolled at night and padiibe terrorized to 
stay home, | 


"These are undoubtedly orders to make the people feel the 
strong hand of dictatorship. fhe slightest breach of 
any régulation is punished harder than. ever: before. 

The Falange deliberately pick-quarrels and beat _——* 
with impunity. 


"Swastikes are worn by Blue Division, Party Police and 


Falangists on police duty" ° 


As the Civil. Governor at Almeria has been a frequent offender 
for many months past in the licence which he has,allowed: for: 
ruffians of the Falange and Blue Division: to behave in .the.. 
manner described, often affecting British interests more. directly 
by interfering with the normal publicity work of ‘the. Vice- 


with a catalogue of his recent “swe of a @ copy will 
be sent to you separately. : | Eso 0% | 


bd im * Even in‘Madrid- it igsbelieved to be. unwise, 
-.for persons not holding Party - membership cards, to. walk. about 
the streets‘late at night, as séveral cases have occurred . 
in which indivViduals have been picked up: and beaten. ‘more. or 
less seriously. without apparent eee on their part. 


7 It woulda clearly be unwise te attach too 
much importance. to these incidents, .. Judging py. precedent 
they are to be expected in Spain as symptoms of the, climacteric 
periods. of successive régimes; such as: ‘that. through which | ita Bh 
Franco régime is at present passing. .It may be regarded as 
surprising that-in such’ circumstences more: serious: incidents. 
did not. occur on and after V-E day.. ‘But the calm, almost. 
apathy, with which the news seems. to have. been ensoipd. by the 
Spanish people is undoubtedly ‘due in part to the -i yonmeée nit 
during the. last few months “of most’ of the more exci a 
individuals whose. pro-Allied- sympathies: might have. invo yea 
them in clashes with the Falenge. -° The: se th of ee ccs eat 
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has / 


the fear that. 


~ ys. 


I am sending a copy of this de 
Majesty's Ambassador at Lisbon and His Excellency the 
Governor of Gibraltar, AD. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest 
respect, 


Sir, 
Your most humble, obedient Servant, 
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AIDE MEMOIRE 


On Sunday March 4th, Dr. Morales, the Provincial 
Chief of the C.N.S. was assassinated when travelling between 
Falset and Reus, As his funeral procession moved through 
the streets of Reus, uniformed Falm gists shouted “Down with 
Russia”, “Down with the United Nations" and “Long live 
Germany"; a large swastika from the German Consul-General 


in Barcelona appeared among the many party wreaths. 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 


MADRID. 
26th March, 1945. 
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Activities of the Palange in Barcelona, 


In iets of the assurances received that the Fe.len ge 


aq Of.uson viatason detid Slot ese wold comad 
nave no infiuence on foreign polrm# there: have recently been several 


$US : scr sow etodsty squad 
cases i iewactona in which members. ‘of ‘the Falenge have given public 
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tea * ats..bae AHeforad saiven tot 
one unimpeded mani estations of their sympathy with Germany and 


rs + agkpyosor onitco of de: oF onw . -msm 
their hostility te" ‘Great Britain: ‘and the United States of America, 


Ogee prior to ¢ the ‘Victory Bory : ox the Nate dorik the: German 
Consular representative was cheered and greeted by the leaders 
of the Frente de Juventudes, After the Parade groups of the 
Frente de Juventudes paraded in the Paseo de Gracia shouting 
"Viva Alemania", etc. 

Sheets containing anti-British propaganda and insulting 
the British Prime Minister and President Roosevelt have been 
circulated by the Falange. Samples are attached, 

At about ten o'clock on the 28th March some fourteen 
individuals between 20 and 25 years of age entered the premises 
of the Bar Llop situated in the Calle de Ramon y ‘Cajal; 47)''the 
property of Don Juan Llop Busquet, alleging that-they were 
Policias de la Brigada Social-poiftico;..but,giving no proof of 
their identity. One of the young men demanded to be shown the 
telephone, The wife of Sefior Llop, who was behind the counter, 
acceded to this request, and the young man thereupon cut. the 
telephone wires with a pair of pincers which he was carrying, 
while the others imme diately set about destroying the whole 
contents of the bar. The damages caused amount to ten to 
fifteen thousena pesetas, and represent Sefior Lilop"s entire 


savings. ~ Although the matter has been reported both to the 


- Gomisarie and to the Tusdado, no: ‘actipn has yet. been taken by 


the’ authorities to ) apprehend or ‘deal with the ‘cilprite, and 
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Despatch No, 13, 


British Consulate-General, 
H/30/45, 


Barcelona. 


Oth April, 19465, 


Sir, 

In compliance with your Circular telegram No. 5 
of 2lst March I have the honour to enclose herewith an interesting 
political report which has been compiled by Mr. Dorchy, Press 
Attaché at this post. I fully endorse the opinions which he 
has drawn from recent occurrences here which would seem to 
foreshadow further unrest, The Falange gangs are just as 
arrogant as ever and, as an addendum to Mr. Dorchy's report 
shows, we have had three British flags torn off our cars in 
the past few days. 

Re I propose to visit the Civil Governor and 
suggest quietly that in 1945 we would expect the British flags 
to be respected, 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient Servant, 


(Signed) R.A, HILLYER. 


RJ. Bowker, Esq., 
; HM. Chargé a’ Affaires, 
Madrid, 


» 


SECRET 
Oth april, 1945, 
TO: British Acting Consul-General, Barcelona, 


From: Press Attaché, Barcelona. 


POLITICAL REPORT: 


There has been marked political activity in 
Barcelona during the past fortnight, and in accordance 
with the established custom, I beg to report the following: 


(1) The press have been: given confidential instruc- 

. tions, purporting to emanate from Madrid, to give a “most 
favoured" treatment of the present war news to the Americans, 
with a view of “proving Spain's understanding with America", 
This was supplemented verbally by another directive to give 
little or no prominence to any British success, it being 
stated that Britain's policy was to frustrate any Spanish 
attempt of good relationship with the States, The press 
carried this instruction out with dbdvious reluctance, the 
Party papers being still pro-German and the better class 
papers such as "Vanguardia"” and "Diario de Barcel ona" 
maintaining strict fairness. 


(2) The Party authorities continue to maintain an 
attitude anything but neutral. I enclose carbon copy of an 
instruction passed by the Civil Governor to the Chief Censor 
Aliberch to the effect that no mention must be made in the 
press of an “intimate ceremony" which took place at Dr. Kroll's 
residence when Correa, with a number of his young friends of 
the Frente de Juventudes, was presented with a personally 
autographed picture of Hitler. According to an ocular witness, 
the speech made by Correa on that occasion was anything but 
neutral. 


(3) Prior to the Victory parade on the lst April, 
from which we wisely abstained from appearing, the German 
Consular representative was cheered and greeted by the leaders 
of the Frente de Juventudes. After the parade, groups of 
this Youth Movement paraded in the main Paseo de Gracia 
shouting "Viva Alemania", etc. 


(4) I beg to attach a report by Don Juem Llop Busquets, 
whose bar was completely smashed up by a number of yo , on 
the 28th March, After completely destroying the establishment, 
these gallant Party youghs painted F.E. all over it. Although 
Sr. Llop has denounced this both to the Comissaria and to the 
Juzgado, to this day no action has been taken and he was told 
that none wul@ be as the authors were members of the Party 
and it was his fault for having British and American propaganda 
in the bar. Llop has always received our material regularly 
since. 1940 and the American since 1943, but whilst he had it 

-awaileble for his customers to read, he never distri buted 
any large quantities. . This man, whose sole crime according 
to the police is "to have received British and Amrican 
propaganda” is now ruined, and without any hope of justice, 

(5) I beg to attach x ; eod propaganda sheets insulting 
the Prime Minister and President’ Roosevelt. Another, dated 
S$let Jameary, 1945, anti-British and containing gross insults. © 


(6) First / 


oie ee eel ee 


POLITICAL REPORT - sheet No. 2. os” 


(6) First reports from a Colonel friend of mine on 
General Solchaga are rather startling, After taking over 
officially OnsSaturday last, addressing his senior officers 
he is alleged to have stated that "although it may cause much 
misgivings in the hearts of many of us, our duty is blind 
loyalty to the Caudillo and to Spain" ("“Auque algunos de 
nosotros deben retorcer sus corazones, nuestro deber queda 
en una fé ciega en Espafia y su glorioso Caudillo"), This 
has been taken by some Monarchist elements as a warning, 
yl Peo Solchaga has been here too little time to be correctly 
assessed, 


(7) Reactions to Don Juan's manifesto are varied. 
The nobility and high industry, after clamouring for Don Juan 
during four years have gone chicken-hearted and now proclaim 
loudly that the Manifesto was issued at the wrong moment, 
that the Franco régime is the only one which can save Spain, 
that Don Juan will receive no backing, etc, The lower 
classes have greeted the promises of the manifesto rather 
sceptically but are already aware that the upper classes are 
prepared to let him down, A comment often heard in the more 
populous barrios of Sans, Pueblo Nuevo, etc., is that "if the 
Right do not restore the Monarchy, the people will". The 
Party are indignant, and are trying many methods to discount 
the manifesto, Some say it is pure fiction invented by the 
BBC to cause trouble in Spain (this was believed by a considerable 
number of the upper class until the news of Alba's alleged 
resignation filtered through). A number of fake manifestos 
are also circulating, some alleged to emanate from such diverse 
personalities as Miguel Maura and the Marqués de Estella (Miguel 
Primo de Rivera). In general, most sensible people think that 
the Manifesto unless backed by a general resignation will have 
little or no effect. 


(8) I beg to enclose copy taken of an original note 
sent by José’Barnabé Oliva, Jefe provincial de Prensa to Don 
Pedro Roma Campi, Director of the "Correo Catalan" and head 
of the Falangist Requétés who brought "Carlos VIII" and his 
mother Dofia Blanca to Barcelona some months ago under the wing 
of the Party and the Civil Governor, It would appear that this 
"pretender" can no longer pay his bills at the Ritz and that 
both Oliva and the Civil Governor are trying to get out of the 
impending fracas. I have it from good authority that some tire 
ago, through the Jefe Provincial de Espectaculos, Correa informéd 
all “cabaret™ owners, etc., not to grant further credit to his 
ex-protégé and would-be ‘pretender, 


(9) On Easter Sunday afternoon, a large force of 
political police with Guardia Civil raided a factory at Santa 
Maria de Moncada arresting about one hundred cell leaders of 
the reorganized CNT-UGI. Shots were exchanged and there’ were 
a few wounded but all were taken. Col. Castén and his friends 
are very satisfied with this operation in which they. have 
cayam red an important nevucleus of would-be trouble-makers, I 
am informed that/theprisoners are being submitted to the usual 
S.I.M. treatment with a view to their confessing the names of 
all those involved. , 


(Signed) E.M.M. DORCHY. 


> copy British Bepraisce, Sh 


S$. 15/45. 12th April, 1945. 


Dear Seville, 


Further to my telegram of the 17th March last, addressed | 

to Chancery, in which I informed them of the arrests which had 
been taking place locally, I have now received a report from the 
brother-in-law of one of the men arrested in this connection, 
which I think may be of interest to you. I might say here that 

my informant is entirely reliable - amongst other things, he has 
“eeped in the U.S.A. for some years, and was himself once arrested 
for having listened $o the B.B.C. 


f 


It would appear that a special squad of secret police 
agents arrived in Cadiz from Madrid, the local police receiying 
instructions to take orders from them, and to carry out all the 
arrests which they ordered, These were then commenced and in 
batches a total of some six hundred were taken at all hours of the 
day and night and shut into a small cell in the “comisaria"™ —- a cell 
which normally holds some two or three people and into which were 
placed some 28 at a time. Here they were kept for two days and 
nights without food or water, and as there were no sanitary 
arrangements of any kind, and they were not allowed out, a small 
corner of the cell was used by them when necessary. 


They were then taken to the local jail, where they 
were placed in cells to await their return for questioning. 


Most of those arrested were men who had already been 
arrested suspected of being "reds" and who had been let out on 
provisionsl liberty. 


when my informant's brother-in-law was called for 
questioning in the jail, he was put through the third degree, being 
continuously beaten with knotted leather thongs and lengths of iron 
chain, the questions thrown at him being where and how the “reds". 
received their arms, whether these were brought in ships and if so, 
what ships, to what port and by whom. He himself lost consciousness 
twice during this beating, but was brought round and the whole thing 
started afresh, 


A number of these arrested have now been mieased, and 
some are in the jail hospital too i111 to be moved, Amongst the 
latter is my informant's brother-in-law, who has to lie on his 
stomach as his back is just so much raw flesh. 


My informant is allowed to visit him on occasions, and 
asked me whether I would not arrange to do so as well, but [I have 
thought it advisable to do nothing except to inform you of the 
matter, 


Yours ever, 


GADIZ.: 


pe: H.M.B. Consul General 
S ""prdtish Genoa. Generel, 
. eile im 
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Dateh@ 5+h May, 1945. 
Recewed 


in Registry hehe May, 
1945. 


Refers to Madrid despatch 270 b2 6204/233/41). 
Transmits copt of aide memoire No. (21/55/45) to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs dated 14th May, giving 
a summary of reports received since January 
illustrating these unneutral activities. 
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fhe following is « tuceiepy of reports Prosi ved ky the Uabwasy 
sinew Jonuery lst, 1945) regerding the unneuttel beheviaur of oeirtein 
elements in the populetiea af Almerie:+ 

(4) The Sritioh file “SeAgre, cucer y Lagrimas” whieh wes due 
te be shoen et Aleeria on Jenbery 26th, was vanhed by the Civi) 
Severnor following & carpéign of threste levelled by membereor the 
loess) Felange end former members of the Slat Sivision egeinat the 
owner of the cinema there with the purpese of preventing the exhibition. 
of the Pili | bale 

(2) Im Jomiary of the eurrent yeer the Civil Governer wee 
reliably rwperted to heve ealled the attention some tite towards the 
ond of 19h of the Jefe ce “studios of the imetitite ae 2° netiis et 
Almeris to the fect thet young stedents vieiltéd the Pritich vies 
GVoneulete there to colleat gublioity ameterials end Guphesiced the 
need for putting # stop to this “shewmeful tring’ > 

(3) In Mareh last the British Vieeconsul reported thet the 


‘teatro Apolo whieh is used by the Yelenge orgeniastion, Mduoreién 7 


GOOG, was Omhibiting Sermean war propagende pletures ever; cundeg 
morning a& 11 o'oloeke The invitetions were elways iseued, not hy 
the Germems, but oy the cnief of the leeal Fslenge eyndicates, Den 
iepte Lopes Sodri guete eS 

(4) Aageording te s report from the Spitieh Yiee-ceneul of April . 
lewt, © pessenent Wetoh {9 kept on the Gonsuletes arition pwblictty 
material found in the course of police searches on aon euploged by he 
Cogs the Kegiones Devestedas and the Cluded Jordin, nos voun destrayeds ‘ 
The newe of the poliee officer who carried out the suppression of = § 
British publicity wterial im the warks of the cluded Jerdin on april s 
Ith, is believed to be Anvenie Gareis ‘wdriguete 

hai re ountrinine propag andes hostile: w me baked 


- - be bo  s - is 
< . 
e* . 7 
, . 
7 


April ifth, by former —_—- of the Blue Divialen, smd theese who 
refyeed to eocept then were Vielentiy hendled, | (se 

(6) Aecording to s pepert from the pritish Vice-Consul 
dated 2pril 23rd, in the courses of # preseseion on April Ziet, 
which wee led by the Civil Geverner ano the lees] yalenge leadere, 
shouks were continuslly heard sugh @o “bewn with dnglend ‘om with 


~8e 


‘Rusuis” "Long Jive Mitler end. Gesmemy”« 

(7) Aee@pding te « further report dated May 3rd, the geners. 
situation in Ais@eria hed preetioaliy developed into on organised 
cenpaign osrried out by the poliges, with the eesiatence of forner 
members of fhe Sime Givisien onc the Palenzge, sgeinest pereans sho 
hed o.cnly expressed gatisfsetion at the @ollspse of Jermmys. The 
repert oddged tha$ ovestikes were being worm by moubers of the Blue 
Division, the -arty polices sa: moubers of the /slangee 
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Mr. Bowker 
NO. 69 Saving - | 
18th May, 1945 Ri 11.40 acme 25th May, 1945 


: ie 
Reference: Madrid despatch No. 270. 
Following received from Téneriffe. 


| Begins. | 
Telegram No. 355 of 14th May, 1945. 
Secret. | 


- . : 
Following is a summary of current political conditions. 

The Captain-General has congratulated me on Victory. The 
Allied colonies have been permitted to celebrate. But the 
authorities are showing “oe of nervqisness about their 
own people. Police are t the names of Spaniards 
attending private parties in their homes. Pedestrians are 
being wroyees nightly and asked to show their identity 

apers. assengers between Teneriffe and las Pal are 

e searched and correspandence removed from them. Since 
oe + ba “ Victory Day armed State Police have patrolled 

6 streets.’ 


2-e <A disturbing incident occurred a few weeks ago when 
the remains of about fifty bodies were found in a cave. The 
official explanation is t they were eboriginal remains but 
rumours persist that they are the remains of persons. who 
disappeared at the beginning of the Movement. 


5S. Las Palmas reports minor evidences of Communist 
agitation. 
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FROMYy, Forbes,Lima. 
ne 84, (174/2/45) 
Dated{ 5th May ,1945. 


Received 


in Registry both May 41945. 


Z: Spain 


Abolition of Special Tribunals in Spain; invitation 
0 deported Spaniards to return to Spain. 


Transmits copy of translation of communique from 
the Spanish Embassy dated the ist May, reporting the 
abolition of the Tribunals for special political 
responsibilities which dealt with circumstantial 
offenses outside normal procedure. 

The Spanish Embassy Lima has received 


instructions regarding speedy handling of petitions for | 
repatriation of political parties. 
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Copy and translation of Communiqué from Abolition of Special Tribunals 


the Spanish Embassy in Lima dated in Spain and invitation to deported 


1st May, 1945. Spaniards to return to Spain. 
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“EL COMERCIO" 


Li Le ull 


5th May, 1945. 
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| 


EMBAJADA DE ESPANA EN LIMA 


ere 


Bajo la directa inspiracion del Generalisimo Franco 
han quedado suprimidos: en Espana los Tribumales Especiales de res- 
ponsabilidades. polfticas cuya existencia respondfia a peculiaridades 
delictivas circunstanciales fuera del procedimiento normal, 


Este importante Decreto representa la decision firme.y 
fecunda de paz y concordia entre los espafoles poniendo término a 
la posibilidad de ser molestados aquellos que tuvieron nas poukebtlade~ 
des meramente polfticas en la guerra civil. 


La Embajada de Espafia en Lima ha recibido a dicho efecto 
‘instrucciones concretes para la tramitacidn con la méxima rapidez de 


las peticiones de repatriacion: que presenten los interesados y que 
serén cursadeas télegraficeamente. 


La Embajada de Espafia en Lima invita a todas las personas 
que desearan acogerse a los beneficios de estas nuevas, disposiciones, 
de la mayor magnanimifigd,'‘quecse presenten én la Candilleria de le 
Embajada, Edificio Lux. - Departamento 302+ Lima, cuslquier dia habil | 
entre 10 y 1 de la maflana donde serdn entaiaos Jeet fraternal cordialidad 
a fin de que les sean cammnicados los es de digha nueva disposi- — 
cion en la qué se contienen las maximas facilidades de repatriecion. 
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106 de Mayo de 1945. 


El Embajador de peor 
PABLO DE ee 
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TRANSLATION OF COMMUNIQUE FROM THE SPANISH EMBASSY IN LIMA, 
DATED 1ST MAY, 1945. 


At the direct ‘instance. of Generalissimo Franco, the Special 
Tribunals for special political responsibilities which dealt with 
circumstancial offenses outside the normal procedure, have been 
abolished in Spain. 

This important Decree expresses the firm and deep-rooted desire 
for peace amongst Spaniards and puts an end to the risk that those 
who merely had political interests in the Civil War may be molested. 

In this connection, the Spanish Embassy in Lima has received 
specific instructions regarding the speedy handling of petitions for 
repatriation presented by interested parties, which will be referred 
by telegraph. 

The Spanish Embassy in Lima, with the utmost magnamity, invites 
all persons who wish to avail themselves of the advantages of this 
new ruling to present themselves at the Chancery of the Embassy, 
Edificio Lux - Apartment 302 - Lima, on any working day between 
10 and 1 in the morning. They will be received with brotherly 
cordiality and the details of this new resolution, containing a great 


number of facilities for repatriation, will be communicated to then. 


ist May, 1945. 


The Spanish Ambassador. 
Pablo de Churruca, 
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Effect of Allied Victory in Barcelona, 
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(1/130/5 ) 
Dated 17th May, 1945. 
Received 
m Registry | 30th May, 
1945. 


Transmits copy of a letter from Barcelona 
Consulate General of the llth May, and copy of a 
periodical political report by the Press Attaché 
Barcelona, Calls were received fram all local 
authorities and everyone of them brought up the 
question of Russia and her future intentions. 
Comments on Alcade's solution to the present 
political vroblems in Spain. 
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General of llth May, 
to Chancery. Effect of Allied 


victory in Barcelona. 
Copy of periodical 
political report by 


Press Attaché, 
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34794 24319—3 
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H/4,3/45. British Consulate-—General, 
Barcelonae 


llth May, 1945. 
Desr Chancery, 


I enclose the periodical political report by the Press 
Attaché. I have no comments to make on this report. 


I have now called on all the local authorities and 
have received return cells from them all, except the 
Civil Governor. It was noticeable that every one of them, 
during the course of conversation, brought up the question 
of Russia and of her future intentions in Europe. It is 
an ever-present fear with them. 


The Alcalde, when he made his return call, went into 
a long explanation why he had accepted this post. He had 
told Franco that he was a monarchist and that while he 
would loyally serve him, he had to make his position quite 
clear. The Generallissimo had thanked him for being so 
frank. The Alcalde's solution to the present political 
problem of Spain was on the usual lines now expressed by 
Monerchists - abolition of the Falange, the return of the 
King, a strong army, and Franco in a position of high authority. 


yours ever, 


(signed) H.A. HOBSON 


The Chancery, 
British Embassy, 
Madrid. 
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Press Department, 
H. hi. Consulate-General, 
BARCELONA. 


llth May, 1945. 
To: HeMe Consul—General, Barcelona. 


From: Press Attaché, Barcelona. 


POLITICAL REPORT: 


The news of the Allied Victory in Europe was welcomed by 
probably 95% of the population of Barcelona in their heart but, 
on the other hand, there was little sign of any external demonstra- 
tion as a white terror had been instituted by the Party thugs over 
ten days ago, most of which had been armed by the Spanish authorities. 
The true feelings of the people may be gauged, however, by the 
avalanche of callers and the number of cards and letters received 
| by the Consulate-General apart from innumbrable verbal congratulations 
lavished on one wherever one went. 


PRESS: 


The press had received strict orders from Madrid, duly rein- 
forced by local orders from the Civil Governor to play down the 
Allied Victory and play up Franco's part in keeping Spain out of 
the ware We saw such ridiculous headlines as “La Paz de Franco", 
"Espana gana la Gwrra", "Franco, arquitecto de la Paz", etc. 

Our old friends Vanguerdia and Diario de Barcelona, however, gave us 
two full front pages, with the pictures of His Majesty'the King 

and the Prime Minister on the background of the Houses of Parliament. 
Although they were compelled to print the Party-inspired peace 
articles, their leaders stated frankly that this was the end of 

the New Order in Europe and that Great Britain, by holding out alone 
for over a year, deserved special prbdse. As a matter of fact, the 
part played by America, contrary to the policy of the past weeks, 
|was considerahly played down. As for Russia, the press remains as 
hostile as ever. 


The afternoon papers Noticiero Universal and Diario vied with 
eachother as to who could put over the bigger headlines. Ex-pro- 
Pary "La Prensa" came out with 3" headlines in our favour and 
its Director Sanchez Gomez was promptly arrested and taken to the 
Gobierno Civile As I had protested innumerable times during the 
past 5 years ageinst the violent and innacurate statements of this 
paper, who managed to sink over 78 million tons of British shipping, 
it afforded comic relief when I plea@ed on Sanchez Gomez's behalf 
at the Press Association on the grounds that for once La Prensa 
had told the truth its Director had been arrested. Even Correa had 
to laugh that off and order his immediate release. 


Correo Catalan, the Church paper, was fair, duly playing up 
the Bope’'s broadcast gn a fair and jst peace and adding a very 
good editorial commend ing the Primate of Toledo's pastoral stressing 
the passage in which It refers to the collapse of hew régimes 
based on state-worship and brute force. As for Solidaridad, the 
party paper, it did not even headline the news and was immediately 
christened "La Avestruz". 


GENERAL ATMOSPHERE: 


The following are a few facts either witnenesad by us or 
; . of EppoEted: 
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reported from tried and reliable sources: 


(a) As from the 30th April, when a large section of Falange was 
armed, groups, usually of four, patrolled the streets of Barcelona 
at night from 9 p.me and held people up at pistol point, asking 

for their papers. Many arrests were effected thus; two members 

of the Consulate stsff were held up in this fasgshion but immediately 
allowed to proceed on showing their card. 


(b) On Tuesday and Wednesday last, on hearing the news, many of 

our friends attempted to put out the Spanish flag, to celebrate peace. 
On four occasions, known to us personally, a group of Falangists 

went up to the flat and had the flag taken down immediately as "it 
was not a Spanish feast day". 


(c) For the past week, 25/30 people have been arrested daily and 
incomunicado at the Jefatura Superior de Policia. Their relatives 
have come to give us the circumstances of, the arrests, all of which 
are apparently for commenting favouw ably the Allied victory. 


(ad) On Wednesday morning, all undertakings received an order from 
the Party sindicatos to draw up a list of all employees and workers 
who had stayed away from work either Wednesday or Thursday. We 


' have a large number of cases of arrests, about 20 employees of the 


Tram Company are under arrest and at least one proven case of an 
employer having declared that he himself had given his staff the 
Wednesday afternoon as a holiday, was immediately arrested. (Sr.Grau, 
of Sabater y Grau, S.A., Calle Taulet, 171). 


(e) Clandestine propaganda of all types is enjoying much circulation. 
Large numbers of a well-printed sheet, Solidaridad Obrera, published 
by the C.N.Te-AeIeTe are in circulation: also Monarchist handbills, 
Don Juan's proclamation, alleged letters from Goicochea and the 
Marqués Luca de Tena. Alianza Democratica have also published a 
Manifesto to the effect that the Liberation of Europe will never be 
complete until Spain is "liberated". 


(f) On the morning of the 8th, on many walls of the city a notice 
appeared calling a General Strike for the 9th. It was signed by 
the Federacién de Sindicatos Locales de la C.N.T. Nothing happened. / 


(g) From three different sources I am given to understand that a 
very efficient lioscow agent is working with the C.N.T.-AeIeT. group 
in Barcelona. This would perhaps account for the improvement in the 
printing and presentation of their clandestine sheets and the large 
increase in their numbers. He is alleged to be a young Spaniard 

who went to Russia in 1938 to train as a plot and has returned here 
with excellent papers, Party Carnet and with the necessary documents 
to pass himself off to the eyes of the Authorities as an ex-member 
of the Blue Division. 


To sum up, although the crowds were willing to celebrate V day 
in Europe, during Wednesday and Thursday, Barcelona presented a 
perfectly normal appearance, nobody daring to exteriorise their feel- 
ings in the far of immediate repression from the Party patrols. One 
unfortunate wretch who did was seized by them and hung up for three 
hours by his wridés to a high railing, accordance to this statement 
was given us by several witnesses. He was finally taken down by a 
Guardia Armada but can get no redress. 


(signed) P.H. DORCHY 
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I have the honour to inform you that General Franco, in 
closing the D68Po Agrarian Congress on May 20th at Valladolid made 
a speech to a gathering which according to the press numbered 
70,000 persons. 


Oe There was nothing really fresh in the speech. One 
passage may be a discreet reference to the German concentration 
camps. If we are contemplating sad things in so many coroners of 
Europe, General Franco said, there is nothing to surprise us in 
that. “we suffered such acts in our Red zone, and such acts 
always spring forth when the Christian ideal of life is replaced by 
materialism and passion." 


Oo. After declaring that over eight years ago the decree had 
been issued which unified the J.0.N.S. and the F.E,T., for the 
vpenefit of the nation, the Caudillo said; "I can tell you now that 
this union, which I asked you for in the name of Spain one day then, 
not only brought about the winning of our war, but later freed us 
from the horrors and calamities of the present war... We cannot 
contemplate our present peaceful state today without paying a 
tribute to that Spanish unity, against which all the intrigues, 
endeavours and attempts to involve us in the present conflict broke 
down... The fact that our enemies fight against it (the unity) so 
hard from abroad is the outstanding proof of its value and its 
efficacy." He went on to say that referring to her enemies Spain 
was confronted with some miserable Spaniards, whom he would call 
“the common criminals of their war, who went about in foreign lands 
soliciting enemies for their motherland." Their behaviour could 
but provoke scorn, 


“ Swererrr wat VW re 


4. The speeeh contained a good section of the customary 
apologia for the régime, which had opposed "the democracy of the 
Gospels and of the practical traditions of Spain" to “formalist and 
garrulous democracy." After the chaos of the ‘old political 
Oligarchies'’ the nation needed a complete transformation, and it was 
the provision of this which was the first title of the Movement. 

The Movement had installed a veritable Renaissance in Spain, with 
the rise of religion, the strengthening of the Services, scientific 
and intellectual progress, industrial and agricultural improvements, 
and "that most important of all social progress which places us at 
the head of the most advanced countries." 


5. The now customary disclaimer of dictatorship or totali- 
tarianism was also included in the speech. General Franco. said 
that the fact that he was here closing a Congress of this agricul- 
tural type was itself proof that the Government sought out the 
people's desires in the people's heart. "This is not an Authority 
(Poder) which dictates," he said, "but rather one which in 
Congresses and reunions such as this seeks the inspiration for its 
actions." 


6. Reference was also made to the new Local Government bill 
awaiting approval as well as to the coming ‘Fuero de los Espafioles' 
or 'Bill.of Rights,' which “will ally to the traditional rights of 
the individual those which are most modern and important in the 
Social Code." br pas 


yo. 3 
The Right Honourable 


Anthony Eden, M.C., M.P., 
ete.., etc. + etc.. 
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4-5 Prominence was given in Press headlines to an extract 
from the speech in which General Franco said that "in this Movement 
it is not the exterior signs nor the inessential which characterise 
it but rather the spirit." This apothegm is ambiguous and might 
be interpreted as meaning either that General Franco is contempla- 
ting the abolition of such exterior trappings of the Falange as the 
uniform etc. or that on the contrary the spirit being good he 

, intends keeping the whole organisation in existence. Weight is 
/lent to the second hypothesis by the fact that the Generalissimo 
ichose to appear resplendent in his Falange uniform. 


I am copying this despatch to His Excellency the Governor of 
Gibraltar and His Majesty's Anbassador at Lisbon. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 


Soir, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 
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speech by Don Esteban Bilbao, President of the 
Aastes on Th th May. 4 


Gives an account of this speech which began with — 
short resumg of motives governing action taken | 
against Japan, He emphasizes General Franco's 
efforts to keep the war within limitsg his claims 
for defenceless people, especially Poland, He also 
commented on Spanish action in standing behind her 
frontiers instead of invading French soil, and help 
sem@ to Belgian children, He referred to the Bill 
of Rights and concluded with the usual tribute to 
Franco himself. 


Last Paper. 


2645S 


References. 


(How disposed of.) 


e-) dg 9. 


(Minutes.) o 


Cy Med 
Stim _ dre ye fuck, Male f My 
Gnd Chen bio 7 


7 


Abs 


lox 


ITISH EMBASSY, 
No. 295 


1/138/45 


MADRID. 
22nd May, 194.5. 


| 


Sir, 


I have the honour to inform vou that the President 
of the Cortes, Don Fsteban Bilbao, delivered a much-heralded 
speech in the Cortes on May 1th. 


2. It may be said of Sefior RBilbao's speech that in it 
figment sustained falsehood on a foundation of froth and 
fatuity. He began by a short resume of the motives rcoverning 
the action taken against Japan, and then went on to dedicate 
the mid part of his address to the close of the war in 
BHurope. There was the usual reference to the belligerents 
(without distinction between the two sides) being blinded 
by the passion of war and to the reigning atmospvhere of 
®"hatreds and bullets". The Cortes, said Sefior Bilbao, 
could not be silent on.the occasion of the end of the 
conflict which had drenched Europe in blood for six years. 
During its continuance, he added, Svain at every possible 
moment had responded solicitously to the call of justice and 
of Christian charity. "when victory shone on the arms of 
the Axis “our Caudillo tried to keep the war within its 
natural limits, claiming their rights for the defenceless 

| peoples, especially for martyred Poland, whose immortal 
spirit still summons. the conscience of the world for justice 
for her rights immolated in the bloody ruins of Warsaw". 


5 Sefior Bilbao gave no date for this occurrence, 

but developed his theme, declaring that when "™rance, 

stricken with hunger and defeat, offered "a broad field to 
Spain's ambition", that ever knightly nation stood firmly 
behind her frontiers instead of invading French soil beyond 
the Pyrenees or in Africa and thereby “agcravatins with a 
facile but treacherous victory the Calvary of .a people which 
for centuries had been the constant riva’ of our own greatness". 
Through the alms sent for that pvurpose to the Pope and the 
succour despatched to the children of Relrium and the 
facilities she gave for the exchange of prisoners, Spain came 
to the helv of the helpless, and also "on every occasion 
proclaimed her condemnation of crime and the need for giving 
proper respect to the defenceless veoples and the sacred 
richts of the individual". 


he None appreciate the blessinss of peace as much as 
Spain, who had suffered the horrors of war so much in her 

own person. She was perhaps the country in the best 
position of all to value a true peace founded on the 
unchangeable dogmas of Christian civilization. "The devil 

of covetousness", said Sefior Bilbao, “does not tempt Spain; she 
only asks to toil in veace and to work out freely her own 
destiny". 


; 5: / 
The Right Honourable Anthony Eden, M.C., M.P., 
etc., etc., etc. : 


Foreign Office. 
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De Senor Bilbao then olor PO ne swank sic of the 
forthcoming “uero (or Bil? of Richts) which he 
formslly submitted for ;délinpretinn to e Cortes in 


general, in addition to-~- ‘the. spetial study devoted to 
it by a committee. "Svain' he said, "needed no foreign 


models'in order to establish richts ever fundamental in 
Spanish tradition. Someone once had ssid that freedom 
had grown conservative. BUG it‘is not so; in Spain 
it was alwavs traditionalist. He recalled a phrase 
used to the Yines in Boyt Lee Castile, that the people 
"Hoved to laws but did not. carry them ont”, %‘n order to 
demonstrate the inherent freedom of the race. "Ye", he 
went on, "need no constitutional formulae to defend the 
rights of the indtvirdual, because thst Constitution, the 
dauchter of the Gosnée) and the sister of Tradition, is 
craved in the heart of the Svanish veopnle, with s far 


more positive and more effective velue than the perverse 


and often tyrannous spirit of the false democracies 
could ever give to it". | cnehig” 


6.. ‘The Fuero", said Sefior Bilbao, “was the pure 
expression of traditional democracy, and was “the atsolute 
reply to every sort of totalitarianism. It also was a 
reply ‘to those-who would write us down in the list of the 
peoples who are the enemies of ‘the richts of man and to 
these whose faise cult of liberty would in practice have 
submitted the country! to shameless tyranny" (the Reds). 


V& | sepor Bilbao closed with the ‘usual profuse 
tribute to the Caudill 0. 


T have the honour to he, with the highest respect, 


r 


Sir, Sole 3 


Your most humble, obedient Servant, 
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PART 1ES 
Opposition pasegwephs in Cataluna. 


Transmits copy of despatch No. 15 (H/41/45) of 
2uth April, from Mr. Parquhar Barcelona enclosing 
a detailed "memorandum by Mr. Pinsent on the opposition 
parties of Cataluna. Encloses copies of a 
minute dated 7th May, by Mr. Malley, Assistant 
Press Attaché commenting on the passage dealing 


Recewwed with the monarchists, 
in Registry lst June, 
1945. 
Z: Spain. 
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British Embassy, 
Madride 


No. 284 | IN 19461%th may, 1945. 
1/131/45. p- 
| 
Sars... , 
hewbe | I have the honour to transmit to you herewith > 


copies of a despatch from His Majesty's Consul-General 
at Barcelona, covering an interesting memorandum 

by a member of his staff on the opposition parties 

in Cataluna. 


2e I agree with Mr. Farquhar's comments on 
the memorandum. The passage in it dealing with the 
monarchists is further commented on by Mr. Malley, 
Assistant Press Attaché, in an interesting minute, 
bedee the copy of which I also enclose. 


I have the honour to be with 
the highest respect, Sir, 
Your most humble obedient Servant, 


tg ee | 


The Right Honourable 
Anthony Eden, M.-C., MeP., 
ail ‘OTC. , CEC. , CECe, 
— Foreign Office, 
S.-W. 1.6 
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Minute. 


le Mr. Farquhar is right in drawing attention to the 
statement in paragraph 19. The writer seems to be unfamiliar 
with the present disposition of the Traditionalist Party - the 
only organised body of menarchists. Their idea of a Regency 
is worth consideration. To all appearances Spain is in for a 
difficult time during the immediate post-war period. A kings 
would ascend the throne faced with the results of nine years of 
tyranny of one sort or another, to say nothing of ruined harvests 
and exiles thirsting for trouble. The Traditionalist theory is 
that the way must be prepared by the Regency for the Restoration. 
There are now very few Traditionalists who deny the “mejor derecho" 
of Don Juan. His position is really unassailable. Those who 
question it are simply advocating an elective monarchy and not the 
hereditary institution which is the basis of the principle of monarchy. 


Ze It is scarcely correct to say that the Traditionalists 
desire to establish an “absolute traditionalist" monarchy. Real 
absolutiem in the modern era began in Spain when the traditional 
Cortes were set aside by Charles V in the 16th Century. His 
successors had little or no use for a national assembly of any 
sorte In fact Ferdinand VII, in the 19th Century, was an absolute 
monarch in every sense of the worde The Cortes de Cadiz (1812) and 
its successors, brought Spain to the lowest level in its history 
and made the way clear for dictators of many types. The Traditionalist 
programme provides for Councils of State who advise the King and for 
the Traditional Cortes elected in the old way. This is really the 
only form of Government that Spain has not tried since Charles V. 

The old Cortes were not a subservient instrument. They were charged 
with the protection of the people's privileges and the King was 

bound by oseth “to hear the Councils of State in grave matters of 
Government, and particulerly for the purpose of granting or refusing 
sanction to laws, of declaring wars and of making treaties". 


36 The word Regue té is a loose term originating in the civil 
ware It really means the youth organisations of the Traditionalists, 
originally something like the 0.T.C. General Solchaga is not a 
Requete. He commanded the celebrated Brigadas de Navarra but is 


not a member of the Traditionalist or of any other Party. He is a 
loyal subject of Don Juan and loyal to Franco, who is the supreme 
commander of the Army. 


lie Charles VIII and his entourage is just musical comedy with 
a few scamps in the side scenes. 


Be Malley 
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cy Sh mes British Consulate-General, 


Barcelona. 


SECRET 2uth April, 1945. 


Sir, 


I have the honour to transmit herewith copies of an 
interesting and detailed memorandum which has been prepared by 
Mre Pinsent, who is attached to the staff of this Consulate- 
General for special duties, on the opposition parties of Cataluna. 


2e I have little comment to offer on this penetrating 
analysis of the composition, activities and aims of the various 
opposition groups except to state that in paragraph 10, which 
deals with the U.G.T. it would be legitimate to add that not only 
have they not been penetrated by the Falange but that they 
themselves have penetrated into the Falange and the C.N.S. and 
are reputed to hold certain key posts in the present party 
syndicates; that in paragraph 16, dealing with the activities of 
Cala, it can be added that information from other sources indicates 
that this party is developing rapidly as a moderate separatist 
movement amongst professional classes; and that in paragraph 19 
in which reference is made to the Requetes, I should be inclined to 
qualify the statement that all deny Don Juan's right to the 
throne and to suggest rather that the great majority of the 
Requetes at present do accept Don Juan as a candidate and that 
only about 20% of the die-hards, chiefly in Navarra, persist in 
advocating a regency under Prince Xavier de Bourbon-Parma. 


3e Until this multitude of warring and mutually hostile 
groups manage to effect a greater degree of coalescence than they 
heve hitherto been successful in doing, it is difficult to believe 
that they pepresent any real or serious danger to the present régime. 
All parties appear passionately to desire a change; none of then, 
with the exception of the C.N.T., wish to start a revolution; 
and all parties seem to expect the Allies to pull their chestnu&s& 
out of the fire for theme An orderly evolution towards a Constitu- 
tional Monarchy would seem to be the ideal of the majority of the 
population, but Spanish history during the last two centuries 
has not producedmany examples of peaceful or orderly changes in 
the Constitution. Rumour is rife in this part of the world that 
Franco is contemplating clipping the wings of Falangism, and many 
people are surprised that he has not already done something towards 
a removal of what the world in general doubtless considers a 
dangerous if not intolerable anachronism. 


OM aE i ed — 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 


(sgd) HAROLD FARQUHAR 


as ae lL 


Bowker, Esade, 
His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires, 
Madrid. 


Enclosure in Barcelona despatch No. 15 of 24th April, 1945. 


OPPOSITION PARTIESS IN CATALUNA 
(Preliminary Report). 


le The opposition in Cataluna can be divided into several 
groups:- 


(a) Communists. 


(b) Socialists and Syndicslists. 


(c) Sepsratists and Moderate Republicans. 
(dad) Monarchists. 


Of these the first three exploit Catalan separatism, but only those 
mentioned in (c) contain genuine Separatists. 


COMMUNISTS 


2e The Communist technique is well known all over Europe and 
has not varied in Spaine They have infiltrated into most of the 
Left parties, especially the Socialists (P.S.0.E.) and the chief 
Syndicalists (C.N.T.); they may also be present in the U.G.T. and 
| the P.0O.U.M. in spite of the fact that they both hate the Communists 
as a result of the Civil War and swear they will have nothing more 
to do with them. Even the L.N.R. (Liberacién Nacional Republicana) 
has suffered from Communists infiltretion. 


5e- Apart from infiltrating into other parties, the Communists 
in Spain disguise themselves as the so-called QJnion Nacional 
Espanola under the "Junta Suprema de Union Nacional” in France.. 
hte disguise has been pierced by all parties now and the U.N.E. 
is known for what it is, a Communist organisation pure and simple. 
The U.NeEe, is small but active in Cataluna; there are still some 
"magquis" groups living clandestinely in the country, survivors of 
the various guerilla expeditions into Spain. There are probably also 
some who have successfully infiltrated themselves into normal life 
in the towns; it is believed that they are responsible for many 
of the recent robberies with vidence, committed with a view to 
obtaining much needed funds. There are over 200 “maquis" prisoners 
languishing in prison in Barcelona. 


li. In Cataluna there exists an off-shoot of USN.E. called 
"Alianca Catalana} with its corresponding youth organisation, 
"Juventudes Combatientes”. This organisation supports the U.NeEe 
six-point progremme together with the Catalan Separatist platform. 
Roughly, they intend to overthrow Franco, establish a Provisional 
Republican Government which will include an autonomous Cataluna, 
cleanse the country of all vestige of Franco and Falange, and then 
hold free (?) elections. The Youbh movement is forming shock 
groups in preparation for the struggle. On the whole, the Communists 
in Cataluna can be described as decided but weak. 
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SOCIALISTS AND SYNDICALISTS 


5e The following are the main parties:- 


4 


== 


Partido Socialista Obrero Espanol (P.S.0.E. ); 
Confederacién Nacional del Trabaje (C.N.T. ); 

Union General del Trabajo (U.G.7. ); 

Partido Republicano Espanol; 

Partido Obrero de Unificacién Marxista (P.0.U.M. ). 


6. The first four of these parties have joined together to form 
a group called “Alianza Nacional de Fuerzas Democraticas", similar 
to the “Junta de Liberacién Nacional” In Mexico (and France 7). Their 
policy is to unite in order to overthrow Franco, establish a 
Provisional Government on the basis of the 1931 constitution, purge 
the country of Fascism, etc., and then hold free elections for a 
new Constituent Assembly (Cortes Constituyentes). 


7e Another group is the "Frente de Libertad" which claims to 

have the support of various members of the C.N.T. and the U.G.T. It 
is actually formed chiefly of dissident elements of the old P.0.U.M., 
who want to start again with a clean slate, together with a few 
members of the two Syndicalist parties. Negotiations are supposed to 
be in progress for a unification of the two groups “Alianza Nacional.." 
and “Frente de Libertad", but no evidence of their effective union 
has yet been seen. There is talk also of these two groups joining 
with the Catalan Separatists, which would imply the acceptance of 

the principle of a Federal Republic with an autonomous state of 
Catalunae As the various members of “Alianza Nacional" have agreed 
on the 1931 constitution which was a centralised republic, no agree- 
ment has yet been reached between them and the Separatists on this 
point. 


8. Individually these parties show divergences. P.S.0.E. was 
re-formed after the break-up of the combined Socialist and Communist 
party in Cateluna (S.U.C.) which had been dominated by the Communists. 
It is now very strong and active producing a good deal of propaganda. 
It co-operates actively with both Syndicalist parties, many of its 
members being also members of the C.N.T. or U.G.T. It is officially 
anti-Communist, but is probably penetrated to a certain extent by 
Communists. 


9. The C.N.T. was re-organiseaé slowly after the Civil War when 
it was broken up by the Communists and in spite of strong Falange 
persecution which has continued ever since. It now has cells or 
syndicates in most factories and trades and is producing propaganda 
actively with the Socialists. It has given up its association with 
the anarchist F.AeI-, now disbanded, and whose remaining members are 
now Falange gunmen, but maintains its connection with the Movimiento 
Libertario. Combined, these two parties (probably much the same under 

erent names) claim they have armed “maquis" groups in the mountains 
all round the country, and could call on "thousands" to start a revolu- 
tion. On the other hand the Falange and secret police claim they 
have penetrated both the local C.N.T. organisation and the mountain 
"maguis" all round the country (Asturias, Galicia, Aragén and Andalusia); 
they have in fact arrested the secretary, José Carretero, and other 
members of the Barcelona regional committee. 
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10e. The UeGeTe, somewhat more moderate than the CeNeTe, seems 
also to have completely re-organised after its break-up by the 
Communists during the Civil War and to have survived Falange persecu- 
tione Its members are pushing forward the organisation of groups in 
factories, etc. They advocate union with the C.N.T. into one general 
Syhdicate for Trade Union Congress) called C.S.U. (C fede acién de 
Sindicatos Unidos). They do not appear to be * net ented by Falange 
and secret police in the same way as the C.N.T-. 

fil. 
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ll. The Partido Republicano Espanol, which was Azana's party, 
°° never been strong in eataluhe. In fact it does not appear very 
ctive in Barcelona, nor has it produced or distributed any propaganda. 
Its stronghold is presumably Madrid. | 


12e The P.0.U.M. as such, has few followers in Spain now. Most 
of its surviving members are in Prance trying to forget the past and 
organise the future. In Spain, and especially in Cataluna, they now 
call themselves the "Frente de Libertad", already mentioned Under 
this name they have been actively producing and distributing propa- 
ganda since 1942. They now seen to have obtained the support of 
several members of the syndicalist parties, and possibly of the 
socialist party as well, through whom they hope to join with the 
"Alianza Nacional". At the same time they maintain good relations 
in France with the Separatists; they may hope to form the bridge 
between “Alianza Nacional" and the Separatists (either Front Nacional 
de Cataluna or Bloque Catalaén). They certainly encourage separatism 
in their propaganda and even produce some of it in Catalan. They 
profess hatred of the Communists anddeny that they were ever even 
Trotskyists, but it seems likely that those survivors of the old 
party who still call themselves P.0.U.M. and have not joined the 
"Frente de Libertad" are under Communist influence. 


SEPARATISTS AND MODERATE REPUBLICANS 


L3e The chief Separatist parties from Left to Right are:- 


Estat Catala: Proletari Extreme Left 


Esquerra Republicana de Cataluna Left 
Cala Left Centre 


Accié Catalana Centre 
Uni6éd Democratica de Cataluna Catholics 


Lliga de Cataluna Right. 


All these parties have joined &Sogether to form a general Separatisy; 
Union called “Front Nacional de Cataluna"” with the common object of 
establishing an autonomous Catalan state within a Federal Republic. 

At the same time, another group called "Bloque Catalan" or “Solidaridad 
CatalanaS claims to represent all these parties and the "Front 

Nacional de Cataluna" as well. This is probably more a question of 
difference of nomenclature than of a fundamental difference of opinion. 


14. The Esquerra appears to be the dominating party in the 
"Front Nacional .e. This is the party which produced Luis Companys, 
President of the Generalitat 1934 to 1939, who was arrested by the 
Germans in France in 1940, handed over to Franco and mot. Their 
present leader is Pi Sunyer who produces voluble and well-printed 
manifestoes from London and Toulouse which are well circulated in 
Catalunae There is a fairly wide measure of support for this party 
amongst more moderate circles who are ready to applaud but not to do 
any active clandestine work. On the other hand many people still 
remember the corruption and favouritism that prevailed during the 
Esquerra's period of power in Cataluna. 


15- Estat Catala Proletari appears to be the most militant of 
these separatist parties as we as the most extreme. It certainly 
does most of the clandestine work as a result of which many of its 
members have been arrested. it was associated with the Socialists 
and Communists in the S-UeC. but reverted to its old name on the 
break-up of the S.U.eC. into Alianca Catalana (Communist), P.S.0-E., 
and Estat Catalé& into its component parts. Its members have always 
been the most active physically of all the separatists, stopping at 


nothing in the way of thuggery. 
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16. Of the other parties mentioned little is known of the Cala. 
except that it is supposed to be moderate (Left Centre) and 


/separatist 


°e Moats 4 
Separatist; the Acciéd Catalena is moderate, republican, and 
separatist, its leader being Nicolas D'Olwer; the uné¢ Democraética 

@« composed of separatist Catholics and may be deseribed as g 
Centre; while the Laine de Catalufea is definitely Right - Senor 


Ventosa, well-known pu Cc gure under the present régime, is its 
most outstanding member. 


Besides these separatist elements the Front Nacional de Cataluna 
claims to have two P.S.0.E. members on its committee representing also 
the U.G.T.: their names are Trif6én Gomez and Pascual Tomas. 


17. The chief moderate republican party, not necessarily 
separatist, is Liberacién Nacional Republicana (L.N.R.) This party 
has existed since 1943 at least and is on paper well organised in 
groups and committees, etc , all round the country. It certainly 
does appear to possess considerable funds with which it produces 
well presented propaganda. One of its organisers, Elyus Gomez, now 
arrested, was a Communist and has been through a political school 
;n Russia; the plan of the party's organisation does certainly 
resemble that of Communist organisations. There is evidence to 
show that LeNeRe in the Balearic Islands is allied to Alianca Catalana 
which is definitely Gommunist. On the other hand, now that Elyus 
Gomez is out of the way, other members of the party deny that it 
has anything to do with the Communists. Their policy is to support 
the exiled Republican Government in Mexico until the present régime 


can be overthmwn and a provisional government established with a 
view to conducting free elections. 


18. There is yet another general republican and separatist 
group which claims to combine all the republicans in Spain and the 
various separatists in each regione It is called Frente Nacional 
Democratico and purports to be composed of all the era 
Republican parties, P.S.0.E., U.GT., CoN.Te, ESQuerra, Estat Catala, 


the Basque Nationalist Party, the Partido Izquierdista Gallego, and 
hopes to be reinforced with the adherence of the P.0.U.l. and the 
Communist Partye It was constituted in February, 1945, being centred 
in Madrid with a sub-office in Barcelona. Nothémg else is known of 
this group as yet. 


MONARCH ISTS 


19. The Monarchists are divided in Spain into three factions 
each of which is represented in Cataluna. They are:- 


(a) The supporters of Don Juan, Alfonso XIII's recognised heir; 


(b) The Requetés or Traditionalists, who going back to the 
dispute which started the Carlist wars of the last century, 
deny Don Juan's right to the throne, and advocate a 
Regency under Prince Xavier de Bourbon-Parma. 


(c) The so-called “Carlists" who support Carlos VIII, a 
Habsburg pretender, brought in by Falange in order to 
split the Monarchists still further and discredit them. 


20- There is undoubtedly great general support for the cause of 
Don Juan; one can find these Monarchists in every class from the 
aristocracy to the shoe-cleaners. The Army and the Church are both 
strongly monarchist, so are the industrialists and the bourgeoisie 
generally. How many of these monarchistg are willing actually to 
work clandestinely for the cause is difficult to judge; most of them 
prefer to sit back now and applaud Don Juan when he returns, leaving 
the details of the arrangement to others. The Army is undoubtedly 
bon Juan's strongest card, for without the Army no régime can exist 
in Spain. One has heard of monarchist coups being prepared by vaa 
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Army every six months or so during the last two years, but nothing 
ever seems to come of them. Many people, including some monarchists, 
weonsider that Don Juan has missed his opportunity, while others 
ly that Franco is prepared to hand over nominal power to Don Juan 

provided he retains the real power himself. Many republicans would 
be prepared to support a constitutional monarchy, but most monarchists 
would prefer a strong monarchy, alleging that a constitutional 
monarchy would again end in a Republic which would be more disastrous 
than the last one. 


21. The Requetés are the most intransigent of the monarchists, 
their object being to establish an absolute “traditionalist” monarchy 
with full power vested in the King. Their position is vitiated by 
the fact that they have no king, only a Regent. They are, however, 
undoubtedly the best organised monarchists, having trained and armed, 
men organised militarily and ready to fight. They were Franco's 
toughest troops during the Civil War, especially in Navarre, and 
consider they were betrayed by Franco when he gave so much power to 
Falange whom they detest. There are also many Requetés in the Army; 
it appears that the new Captain-General of Cataluna, General Solchaga, 
is a Requeté. If Don Juan could obtain the whole-hearted support of 
the Requeté his position would be very strong indeed. As it is, the 
Requetés remain adament on the question of the succession, though no 
doubt many of them would in fact support Don Juan if he came to power. 


22e The latest pretender, Carlos VIII, has a poor claim to 
the throne and an even poorer following. This is composed of doubt- 
ful Falange elements with some dissident Requetés. He certainly has 
some official support, while the manner of his introduction to the 
country smells of a Falange manoeuvre to split the Requetés. The 
Germans are also probably involved. 


CONCLUSION 


23e The general situation is as follows. The Communists are 
decided but weak, the Syndicalists amd Socialists are strong but 
penetrated by their enemies, the Separatists are not strong by themselves 
but would be if allied to the Syndicalists and Socialists, while the 
Monarchists are divided. The strongest party is undoubtedly the 
C.N.T., Which with its allies is quite capable of starting a revolution, 
but wuld probably be defeated after a bloody struggle by Falange 
helped by the Army, thus reinforcing Franco's positione Many of them 
seem to rely, however, on Allied support, which they assume will be 
forthcoming after the end of the war in Europe; they claim that 
Allied intervention would prevent all bloodshed (even the Communists 
admit they have had enough bloodshe@ in Spain) and get rid of Franco 
quietly. The same applies to the Separatists who would never do any- 
thing without the C.N.T. The moderate Republicans, on the other hand, 
are not prepared to start any revolution, but prefer Franco to bee 
forced out of his position by diplomatic pressure on the partof the 
Allies. . 


24. Finally, the Monarchists, while enjoying support in high 
wuarters, suffer from their main division into supporters of Don Juan 
and the Requetés. They hope to eject Franco and re-establish the monarchy 
by the usual means of a military coup d'état helped by diplomatic pres— — 
sure from the Allies. There would undoubtedly be wide support in the 
country for such a change of régime. 
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one step back. There is, indeed, reagon to 
doubt whether this Draft Law will now ever come 


to be enacted. Certainly the Government are in 
no hurry about it. 
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(No. 290.) 
Sir, Madrid, 21st May, 1945. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 299 of the 19th April, I have the honour 
to transmit to you herewith the text in translation of the draft of the Spanish 
Bill of Rights, which is at present being considered by a Committee of the Cortes 
and which, it is expected, will be approved shortly. 

2. Articles 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19 and 20 represent the most important 
advance on the existing state of affairs. It should, however, be noted that the 
rights allowed in all these articles except 18 and 20 may, under article 35, be with- 
drawn in times of emergency. 

3. There is no piicnlar reason to doubt the sincerity of General Franco 
and his Ministers in wishing to introduce these rights in full. Nevertheless, for 
over a decade the administrative departments of the Spanish Government, and 
particularly the police, have been in the habit of acting arbitrarily and without 
reference to the general principles enunciated in the new legislation. It seems 
unlikely that they will be capable of conforming with the new requirements unless 
elaborate machinery is provided to enable abuses to be checked and victims of such 
abuses to appeal to hiker authority. It remains to be seen whether this machinery 
will, in fa¢t, be created by the body of detailed legislation which, according to 
the information reported in my telegram under reference, is to be passed to 
implement the general provisions of the new law. Even if this does occur, it is 
questionable whether any machinery could be effective without the healthy 
influence of freedom in the press to expose inadequacies in its functioning or 
constitution. So far there is no sign that the Spanish Government intends to 
allow such a development, which seems hardly to be provided for by the 
cautiously-worded freedom of expression allowed in article 12. No article in the 

- Bill of Rights even remotely recognises the right of public opinion to indulge in 
, criticism of the Government, let alone participate in the determination of its 
policy. Time alone will show whether the new freedoms can become'real without 
any such fundamental guarantees. 

4. Article 6 is rather ambiguously worded, but the intention would seem 
to be to confirm toleration of the celebration of Protestant and Nonconformist 
worship, as accorded under article 11 of the Constitution of 1876. I shall take 
the opportunity of asking for confirmation of this interpretation of the article 
on my next visit to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 

5. With regard to the general principles enunciated in Chapter II of the 
Bill, it must in present circumstances be regarded as likely that at least the 
provisions contained in articles 27, 28 and 29, which are perhaps the most 
important in this section, must remain unfulfilled for a Jong time to come. 

I have, &c. 


JAMES BOWKER. 


Enclosure. 
(Translation.) 


Draft Law setting out the Rights of the Spaniards. 
PREAMBLE. . 


Article 1.—The Spanish State proclaims as the guiding principle of its acts 
respect for the dignity, the gs and the liberty of man, recognising him as 
the bearer of eternal values and the member of a national community, and the 
possessor of duties and rights the practice of which it guarantees. 


Section [—Duties and Rights of Spaniards. 
CHAPTER [. 


Article 2—The Spaniards owe faithful service to the fatherland, loyalty: to 
the head of the State and obedience to the laws. 
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Article 3.—The law protects by equal right all Spaniards without privileges 
of class nor exception of person. | 

Article 4—All Spaniards have right to the a of their personal and 
family honour. Whoever violates it, whatever his condition, will incur 
responsibility therefor. | } . 

Article 5—All Spaniards have a right to receive instruction and the duty 
to acquire it, whether within their own family or in private or public centres, 
according to their free choice. The State will ensure by means of a just social 
legislation that no talent is wasted as a result of a lack of financial means. 

Article 6—The profession and practice of the Catholic religion will enjoy 
the protection of. the Spanish State. 

‘Nobody will be persecuted for his religious beliefs, but external ceremonies 
or manifestations other than those of the State religion will not be permitted. 

Article 7—Armed service: for the country is a matter of honour- for 
Spaniards. 

All Spaniards are obliged to perform military service when summoned in 
accordance with the law. | 

Article 8—By means of laws and always with a general character other 
personal duties may be imposed when required by the interest of the nation or 
public needs. oa Wee 

Article 9—The Spaniards will contribute to the maintenance of the public 
services in proportion to their economic capacity. No one will be obliged to pay 
taxes which have not been established in accordance with the law. 

Article 10.—Al\l Spaniards are subject to the obligation to co-operate for 
the common good and have the right to take part in public functions of a 
representative character, through the family, the municipality and the syndicate, 
pipe ee to that representation which, in accordance with the laws, might 
fall to them. 


Article 11—All Spaniards will be able to perform public duties and functions 
according to their merit and capacity. 

Article 12.—Every Spaniard may freely express his ideas so long as he does 
not attack thé fundamental principles of the State. The exercise of this right 
will be regulated by the laws. 


Article 13.— Within national territory the State guarantees the freedom of 
correspondence. 


Article 14.—The Spaniards have the right to reside in any part of the 
territory of the nation. 

Article 15.—Nobody can enter into the domicile of a Spaniard or carry out 
searches in it without his consent, except by means of a mandate from the com- 
petent authority and in those cases and in the manner established by the laws. 

Article 16.—The Spaniards have the right to the free choice of. the married 
or unmarried state without thereby becoming liable to unfavourable: judicial 
treatment. 

Article 17—The Spaniards can assemble and associate with one another 
Ley for legal aims, and in accordance with that which is established by the 
aws. 

Article 18.—The Spaniards have a right to legal security. All the organs 
of the State will act in accordance with an established order of juridical and 
pre-established rulings, which cannot be arbitrarily altered or interpreted bv 
invoking mere reasons of utility, requirements of popular feeling or any other 
similar motive. 

Article 19:—No Spaniard can be detained except in the cases and in the 
manner prescribed by the laws. 


Within three days every detained person will be set at liberty or handed 
over to the judicial authority. 


Article 20.—Nobody can be condemned without having been heard and 

following the sentence of the competent tribunal. i, 
Article 21.—No Spaniard can be deprived of his nationality except for an 

offence of treason defined in the penal laws, nor can he enter the armed service 


or occupy a public position in a foreign country against the express prohibition 
of the head of the State. 


Article 22.—The Spaniards may address individually petitions to the head 
of the State, to the Cortes and the competent authorities. 
The corporations, public officials and members of the armed forces and 


institutes can only exercise this right in accordance with the corresponding 
regulations which are in force. 
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CHAPTER II. 


Article 23.— Work is the participation of man in production, by means of 
the free use of his intellectual and manual faculties. Because work is essentially 
human it cannot be relegated to the material concept of merchandise nor be the 
subject of any transaction incompatible with the personal eo of the worker. 
The Spanish State considers it as a mark of honour and with sufficient claim to 
demand the guardianship and assistance of the State. 

Article 24.—The State esteems and honours work in accordance with the 
foregoing principles and protects it with the force of the law, making it com- 
patible with the fulfilment of the other individual, family and social aims. 

Article 25.—All the Spaniards have a right to work and the duty to engage 
in some socially useful activity. 

Article 26—The Spanish State declares that production is the. result 
obtained by the combined effort of capital, technique and manual labour. In 
consequence, it regards the enterprise as a common centre for contributions and 
proclaims the right of the three productive elements to participate in the benefits 
of production. 

The State will ensure that the relations between these elements are main- 
tained in accordance with the strictest equity and in a manner which subordinates 
all economic values to those in the human category, to the interests of the nation, 
and the requirements of the common good. 

Article 27.—-All workers will be protected by the State in their right to a 
remuneration which as a minimum will be sufficient to provide them and their 
families with a moral and dignified life. 

Article 28.—The Spanish State engages itself to take constant and efiective 
action in defence of the worker, his life and his work. p 

Article 29.—Social security in so far as it guarantees to the worker the 
certainty of its protection in misfortune constitutes a duty of the State. All 
Spaniards have a right to the assistance of the institutions in cases of death, 
old age, common or professional diseases, maternity, accidents at work, invalidity 
or forced unemployment, as well as in other cases which must be provided for in 
view of special! risks. 

Article 30.—The State assumes the task of multiplying and making acces- 
sible to all Spaniards the forms of ownership most intimately allied to the human 
person: family homes, inheritance, instruments of work and goods of daily use. 

Article 31—The institution of private property as a natural means for the 
fulfilment of individual, family and social aims, is recognised and protected by 
the Spanish State. 

All forms of property in its holding by the individual and society are 
subordinated to the interest of the nation and the common good of the Spaniards. 

Wealth cannot remain inactive, be destroyed without reason or applied to 
illicit ends. 

Article 32.—<The penalty of confiscation of goods cannot be imposed and 
nobody can be subjected to expropriation except for the public good or the interest 
of society, subject to the corresponding compensation in accordance with what 
is laid down by the laws. 

Article 33—The State will have model institutions for assistance and will 
protect and encourage those created by the Church and by private individuals. 


CHAPTER III. 


Article 34.—The State recognises the family as a natural institution and 
foundation of society, with rights and duties prior and superior to any positive 
human law, and will duly regulate and protect it. 


The State will especially protect large families. 


Section I1.—Guarantee of Duties and Rights. 


Article 35.—In grave circumstances the Government can suspend the practice 
of all or part of the rights recognised in articles 12, 13, 14, 15, 17 and 19 by 


means of a decree-law in which the scope and duration of those restrictions 
will be clearly laid down. 


Article 36.—-The actions which result from the rights which are recognised 


in this law can be carried‘ out in every case as a defence and guarantee of those 
rights, in the manner laid down by the laws. 
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Sir, oi i 


With reference to my telegram No. 299 of the 19th April 
I have the honour to transmit to you herewith the text in 
translation of the draft of the Spanish Bill of Rights which is 
at present being considered by a Committee of the Cortes, and 
which, it is expected, will be approved shortly. 

es Articles 12, 15, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19 and 20 represent 
the most important advance on the existing state of affairs. It 
should, however, be noted that the rights allowed in all these 
Articles except 18 and 20 may, under Article 35, be withdrawn in 
times of emergency. 

Oo. There is no particular reason to doubt the sincerity of 
General Franco and his Ministers in wishing to introduce these 
rights in full. Nevertheless, for over a decade the administrativ 
departments of the Spanish Government, and particularly the police, 
have been in the habit of oottas arbitrarily and without reference 
to the general principles enunciated in the new legislation. 

It seems unlikely that they will be capable of conforming with 
the new requirements unless elaborate machinery is provided to 
enable abuses to be checked and victims of such abuses to appeal 
to higher authority. It remains to be seen whether this | 


machinery will, in fact, be created by the body of detailed 
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legislation which, according to the information reported in my 
telegram under reference, is to be passed to implement the 
general provisions of the new Law. Even if this does occur it 


is questionable whether any machinery could be effective without 


the healthy influence of freedom in the Press to expose inadequacies: 


in its functioning or constitution. So far there is no sign ‘that _ 


the Spanish Government intends to allow such a. development, which 
seams hardly to be Dr ett nee for by the sautiously-monded, freedom 


-2 = 
of expression allowed in Article 12. No Article in the Bill of 
Rights even remotely recognises the right of public opinion to 
indulge in criticism of the Government, let alone participate in 
the determination of its policy. Time alone will show whether 
the new freedoms can become real without any such fundamental 
cuarantees. 

4, Article 6 is rather ambiguously worded, but the intention 
would seem to be to confirm toleration of the celebration of 
Protestant and Non-Conformist worship, as accorded under Article ll 
of the Constitution of 1876. I shall take the opportunity of 
asking for confirmation of this interpretation of the article on my 


next visit to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


5. With regard to the general principles enunciated in 


Chapter II of the a it must in present circumstances be regarded \ 
leas 
as likely that at, the provisions contained in Articles 27, 28 and 29, 
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which are perhaps the most important in this Section, must remain 
unfulfilled for a long time to come. 
I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 
Sir, 


your most obedient, humble Servant, 
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Translation. 
DRAFT LAW SETTING OUT THE RIGHTS OF THE SPANIARDS. 


—_ ™ — a , 


Preamble. 


Article 1: The Spanish State proclaims as the guiding principle 
of its acts respect for the dignity, the integrity and the liberty 
of man, recognising him as the bearer of eternal values and the 
member of a national community, and the possessor of duties and 
rights the practice of which it guarantees. 


Section I. 


Duties and Rights of Spaniards. 


Chapter I. 


Article 2: The Spaniards owe faithful service to the fatherland, 
loyalty to the Head of the State and obedience to the laws. 


Article 3; The law protects by equal right all Spaniards without 
privileges of class nor exception of person. 


Article 4: All Spaniards have right to the respect of their 
personal and family honour. Whoever violates it, whatever his 
condition, will incur responsibility therefor. 


Article 5; All Spaniards have a right to receive instruction and 
the duty to acquire it, whether within their own family or in 
private or public centres, according to their free choice. The 
State will ensure by means of a just social legislation that no 
talent is wasted as a result of a lack of financial means. 


Article 6; The profession and practice of the Catholic religion 
will enjoy the protection of the Spanish State. 


Nobody will be persecuted for his religious beliefs 


| but external ceremonies or manifestations other than those of the 


State Religion will not be permitted. 


Article 7; Armed service for the country is a matter of honour for 
Spaniaras. 


All Spaniards are obliged to perform military service 
when summoned in accordance with the law. 


Article 8: By means of laws and always with a general character other 
personal duties may be imposed when required by the interest of the 
nation or public needs. 


Article 9: The Spaniards will contribute to the maintenance of the 
public services in proportion to their economic capacity. No one 
will be obliged to pay taxes which have not been established in 
accordance with the Law. 


Article 10: All Spaniards are subject to the obligation to co-operate 
for the common good and have the right to take part in public 
functions of a representative character, through the family, the 
municipality and the syndicate, without prejudice to that 
representation which, in accordance with the laws, might fall to 
them, 


Article 11: All Spaniards will be able to perform public duties and 23 
nections according to their merit and capacity. aa 
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Article 13: Within national territory the State guarantees the 
freedom of correspondence. 


Article 14: The Spanirds have the right to reside in any part of 
the territory of the nation. 


Article 15: Nobody can enter into the domicile of a Spaniard or 
carry out searches in it without his consent, except by means of a 
mandate from the competent Authority and in those cases and in the 
manner established by the Laws. 


Article 16: The Spaniards have the right to the free choice of the 
married or unmarried state without thereby becoming liable to 
unfavourable judicial treatment. 


Article 17: The Spaniards can assemble and associate with one 


| ‘another freely for legal aims, and in accordance with that which is 
established by the Laws. 


Article 18: The Spaniards have a right to legal security. All 
the Organs of the State will act in accordance with an established 
order of juridical and pre-established rulings, which cannot be 
arbitrarily altered or interpreted by invoking mere reasons of 


utility, requirements of popular feeling or any other similar 
motive. 


Article 19; No Spaniard can be detained except in the cases and in 
the manner prescribed by the Laws. 


Within three days every detained person will be set at 
liberty or handed over to the judicial authority. 


Article 20; Nobody can be condemned without having been heard and 
following the sentence of the competent tribunal. 


Article 21: No Spaniard can be deprived of his nationality except 
for an offence of treason defined in the Penal Laws, nor can he 
enter the armed service or occupy a public position in a foreign 
country against the express prohibition of the Head of the State. 


Article 22: The Spaniards may address individually petitions to the 
Head of the State, to the Cortes and the competent Authorities. 


The Corporations, public officials and members of the 
armed forces and institutes can only exercise this right in 


accordance with the corresponding regulations which are in force. 


Chapter II. 


Article 25: Work is the participation of man in production, by 
means of the free use of his intellectual and manual faculties. 
Because work is essentially human it cannot be relegated to the 
material concept of merchandise nor be the subject of any trans- 
action incompatible with the personal dignity of the worker. The 
Spanish State considers it as a mark of honour and with sufficient 
claim to demand the guardianship and assistance of the State. 


Article 24; The State esteems and honours work in accordance with 
the foregoing principles and protects it with the force of the Law,. 


making it compatibie with the fulfillment of the other individual, 
family and social aims. 


Article 25; All the Spaniards have a right to work and the duty 
to engage in some socially useful activity. | 


/ ‘article 26: 
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Article 26: The Spanish State declares that production is the 
result obtained by the combined effort of capital, technique and 
manual labour. In consequence, it regards the enterprise as a 
common centre for contributions, and proclaims the right of the 
three productive elements to participate in the benefits of 
production. 


The State will ensure that the relations between these 
elements are maintained in accordance with the strictest equity and 
in a manner which subordinates all economic values to those in the 


human category, to the interests of the nation and the requirements 
of the common good. 


Article 27: All workers will be protected by the State in their 
right to a remuneration which as a minimum will be sufficient to 
provide them and their families with a moral and dignified life. 


Article 28: The Spanish State engages itself to take constant and 
etrective action in defence of the worker, his life and his work. 


Article 29: Social security in so far as it guarantees to the 
worker the certainty of its protection in misfortune constitutes a 
duty of the State. All Spaniards have a right to the assistance 
of the Institutions in cases of death, old-age, common or 
professional diseases, maternity, accidents at work, invalidity 

or forced unemployment, as well as in other cases which must be 
provided for in view of special risks. 


Article 50: The State assumes thé task of multiplying and making 
accessible to all Spaniards the forms of ownership most intimately 
allied to the human person: family homes, inheritance, instruments 
of work and goods of daily use. 


Article 51; The Institution of private property as a natural means 
for the fulfillment of individual, family and social aims, is 
recognised and protected by the Spanish State. 


All forms of property in its holding by the individual and 
society are subordinated to the interest of the nation and the 
common good of the Spaniards. 


Wealth cannot remain inactive, be destroyed without 
reason or applied to illicit ends. 


Article 32: The penalty of confiscation of goods cannot be imposed 
and nobody can be subjected to expropriation except for the public 
good or the interest of society, subject to the corresponding 
compensation in accordance with what is laid down by the Laws. 


Article 55: The State will have model institutions for assistance 
and Will protect and encourage those created by the church and by 
private individuals. 


Chapter III. 


Article 34: The State recognises the family as a natural | 
institution and foundation of society, with rights and duties prior | 


and superior to any positive human law, gad will duly regulate and 
protect it. 


The State will especially protect large families. 


SECTION II. 
Guarantee of Duties and Rights. 


Article 35: In grave circumstances the Government can suspend the _ 
practice of all or part of the rights recognised in Articles 12,15, — 
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OFFICIAL STATEMENT 


SPANISH EUROPEAN SERVICE IN FRENCH AND SPANISH. 17.30. (435.45. 


CREADING BY THE ANNOUNCER OF THE FULL TEXT OF AN ANNOUNCEMENT MADE h 
BY THE MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS RE CONDITIONS SET UP BY THE 

SPANISH STATE FOR THE RETURN TO THEIR COUNTRY OF FXPATRIATED 

SPANIARD WISHING TO RETURN TO SPAIN. 


/ 


C1) = SPAIN'S GENEROUS AND HUMANITARIAN GESTURE = 


AT A MOMENT WHEN THE WHOLE WORLD IS SUFFERING FROM THE TERRIBLE 

CONSEQUENCES OF THE GREAT WAR WHICH FOR SIX YEARS HAS CAUSED PAIN TO 

| THE HEART OF HUMANITY, RADIO NACIONAL IS PROUD TO BE ABLE TO BROADCAST 
TO ITS LISTENERS A FURTHER PROOF OF THE GENEROUS. PACIFIST, HUMANITARA 
[AN AND SPANISH ATTITUD OF ITS PRESENT GOVERNMENT. THE READING OF THE 
THE CONDITIONS SET UP FOR THE RETURN OF THE SPANIARDS REPATRIATED IS 
SUFFICIENT TO PROVE TO THE WHOLE WORLD WHAT THE TRUE CONDUCT OF THE 
SPANISH GOVERNMENT IS, THE CHRISTIAN FOUNDATIONS OF ITS POLITICAL 
TASK, AND THEREFORE THE FALSITY OF THE ACCUSATIONS OF CRUELTY 
DIRECTED AGAINST US SINCE THE END OF OUR WAR. 


(2) HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF CAPTURED RED OFFICERS AND 
MEN HAVE BEEN FREE SINCE APRIL 1939 = 


THE MEASURES TAKEN BY THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT LEADING TO THE 
END OF POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITY ON ACCOUNT OF THE CIVIL WAR ARE OF 
SPECIAL IMPORTANCE FOR THE SPANISH EXILES. WITH REGARD TO THOSE WHO 
LIVE IN SPAIN, THEY ALL KNOW THAT ON THE 4TH OF APRIL 1939, A FEW 
HOURS AFTER THE END OF THE CIVIL WAR, GENERALISSIMO FRANCO ORDERED 
THE RELEASE OF ALL CAPTURED MEMBERS OF THE REDS. SINCE THEN THEY HAVE 
BEEN FREE AND WALK ABOUT OUR STREETS WITHOUT HINDRANCE. THEY ARE 
GENERALS, SENIOR OFFICERS, OFFICERS, MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL STAFF, 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS IN THEIR HUNDREDS OF THOUSAND 
WHO WERE NOT ACCUSED OF CRIMES. THIS IS KNOWN TO THOSE WHO RESID IN 
SPAIN, BUT A SCANDEROUS”’CAMPATGN LAUNCHED ABROAD HAS PREVENTED THE 
TRUTH FROM REACHING THE KNOWLEDGE OF ALL SPANIARDS WHO LIVE OUTSID 
OUR BORDRS. 


C3) = THOSE STILL IN PRISON WERE CONDMNED FOR SERIOUS 
CRIMES = 


THE END OF POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITY WHICH HAS JUST BEEN DCREED 
APPLIES TO A SITUATION WHICH HAS ALREADY EXISTED A&% FOR MANY MONTHS 
THERE HAVE BEEN NO NEW TRIALS OR ACCUSATIONS. AND.MOREOVER THE 
SUCCESSIVE AMNESTIES HAD EFFECTED TO SUCH AN EXTENT TO ALL THOSE 
WHO HAD DIRECT RESPONSIBILITY IN THE WAR THAT, TODAY THOSE WHO ARE 
STILL IN PRISON ARE THE ONES WHO WERE CONDMNED BY THE REGULAR COURS 


AS A RESULT OF THEIR SERIOUS CRIMES. 


C4) = DETAILS CONCERNING PRISONERS RELEASED SINCE 1943 = 


SINCE 1943 ALL THOSE WHO WERE SENTENCED TO LESS THAN 20 YEARS 
IMPRISONMENT HAVE BEEN SET FREE AS WELL AS MANY OF THOSE CONDEMNED 
TO SENTENCES VARYING FROM 20 YEARS AND A D 

Y IMPRISONMENT AND 30 
YEARS, EVEN THOUGH SOME OF THEM WERE RESPONSIBLE OF CRIMES. SOME 
OF THOS RESPONSIBLE. FOR MURDR HAD BEEN GRANTED CONDITIONAL RELEASE 


ON ACCOUNT, OF THEIR GOOD BEHAVIOUR, STATE OF HEALTH OR OTHER 
CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH LED TO LENIENCY. 


THIS 1S -THE SITUATION IN SPAIN WHERE DSPITE THE SLANDROUS 
CAMPAIGNS LAUNCHED ABROAD THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE IMPRISONED IS HARDLY 
ABOVE THAT OF NORMAL CRIMES AND INDEED IS LESS THAN AT MANY TIMES 

DURING THE REPUBLIC. 
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CONTINUING SERIAL B48: = CONDITIONS FOR THE RETURN OF EXPATRIATES 
O SPAIN = : 
pM ». , 


C5) = VOLUNTARY EXILES FREE TO RETURN TO SPAIN = 


THIS BEING THE SITUATION IN SPAIN, SPANIARD VOLUNTARILY IN 
EXILE MUST KNOW THAT THE CESSATION OF POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITY 
RECENTLY DECREED BY THE GOVERNMENT, RELIEVES FROM ALL RESPONSIBILITY 
THOSE WHO WERE SOLELY:SOLDIERS IN THE ARMY OF THE REDS, WHATEVER 
RANK THEY MIGHT HAVE HELD, PROVIDD THEY ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE OF 
THE SERIOUS CRIME WHICH WE WILL MENTION LATER. IT MUST THEREFORE BE @ 
|\CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD THAT THE FACT OF HAVING FOUGHT WITH WEAPONS AGAINST 
)THE ARMIES OF GENERALISSIMO FRANCO IS NOT PUNISHED, AND THEREFORE 
; THOSE CONCERENED CAN RETURN TO SPAIN WITH COMPLETE CONF IDNCE AND 
FREEDOM. 


' IN THE SECOND PLACE, ALL THOSE ARE EXEMPTED FROM RESPONSIBILITY 
| wHO ARE NOT AUTHORS, INSTIGATORS OR ACCOMPLICES OF MURDR. 


a 


C6) = PERSONS WHO CARRIED OUT EXECUTIONS UNDR ORDRS 
NOT CONSIDRED RESPONSIBLE = 


THOSE WHO VOLUNTARILY TOOK PART IN EXECUTIONS, EXCEPT THOSE 
WHO ACTED UNDR SUPERIOR ORDRS, ARE INCLUDD AMONG THOSE GUILT 
OF MURDER. THEREFORE, THOSE WHO TOOK PART IN SUCH EXECUTIONS, 
BUT WHO OBEYED MILITARY ORDRS OR BY HAVING BEEN ORDRED TO DO SO 
BY THEIR AUTHORITIES,- HAVE NO RESPONSIBILITY. THOSE WHO ARE NOT 
RESPONSIBLE FOR MURDR, INSTIGATION, OR HAD NOT BEEN ACCOMPLICES OF 
MURDR THOUGHT THEY MAY HAVE CARRIED OUT OTHER ACTS PUNISHED BY THE . 
LAW, CAN FREELY RETURN TO SPAIN. AND IF BY ANY CHANCE THEY MAY HAVE 
SOME RESPONSIBILITY THEIR SITUATION WILL BE LEGALISED WHILE THEY ARE 
FREE IN SPAIN. 


C7) = APPLICATIONS TO RETURN SHOULD BE MAD TO SPANISH 
CONSULATES = 


THE CESSATION OF CIVIL RESPONSIBILITY, TOGETHER WITH THE 

VARIOUS AMNESTIES PREVIOUSLY GRANTED, GUARANTEES THE RETURN TO SPAIN 

WITH COMPLETE CONF IDNCE OF THE LARGE MAJORITY OF SPANISH EXILES 

OF THE CIVIL WAR. FOR THIS PURPOSE, EACH ONE OF THEM WILL APPLY AT 

THE SPANISH CONSULATE FOR A PASSPORT, AND THE CONSULATE IS OBLIGED 

TO SEND HIS APPLICATION BY TELEGRAPH WITHOUT DLAY. IN SPAIN, THE 

DPARTMENT IN CHARGE WILL DCID IN A MATTER.OF FEW HOURS WHETHER 

THE APPLICANT HAS OR HAS NOT RESPONSIBILITY AND, IF THE DPARTMENT 

UNDRSTANDS THAT THE APPLICANT IS EXEMPTED FROM RESPONSIBILITY, WILL 

MMMEDIATELY COMMUNICATE BY TELEGRAPH WITH THE CONSULATE FOR THE ISSUE 

OF THE PASSPORT. THIS TELEGRAPHIC ORDR AUTHORISING THE ISSUE OF THE 

PASSPORT GUARANTEES THE PERSON COMING TO SPAIN AGAINST ANY ACCUSATION 

OF RESPONSIBILITY, THAT IS, THAT WHOEVER IS GIVEN A PASSPORT TO RETURN 
' TO SPAIN CAN COME WITH THE CERTAINTY THAT HE WILL NOT BE ARRESTED. , 


C8) = APPLICATIONS REFUSED ONLY TO THOSE GUILTY L 
OF CRIMES = 


IT MAY HAPPEN THAT THE APPLICANT MAY NOT BE INCLUDD AMONG 
THOSE EXEMPTED FROM RESPONSIBILITY. BECAUSE HE HAS BEEN DIRECTLY 
RESPONSIBLE OR INSTIGATED OR BEEN AN ACCOMPLICE OF MURDR, AND IN THIS 
CASE HIS APPLICATION WILL BE DENIED BY TELEGRAM TO THE CONSUL. IT , 
ALSO MAY OCCUR THAT THE AUTHORISATION TO ISSUE THE PASSPORT MAY BE 
GIVEN IN ERROR BUT AS WE HAVE SAID BEFORE THAT TELEGRAPHIC AUTHORISA- 
TION GUARANTEES THAT THE BEARER OF THE PASSPORT WILL NOT BE ARRESTED. 
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CONTINUING SERIAL B48: = CONDITIONS FOR THE RETURN OF EXPATRIATES 


TO SPAIN = 25 
~“@’- 


C9) = IN CASE OF MISTAKES, GOVERNMENT WILL BE GENEROUS = 


[IF AFTER THE ARRIVAL IN SPAIN OF THE PERSON IN QUESTION IT 
IS DISCOVERED THAT HE IS DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE OR AN INSTIGATOR OR 
ACCOMPLICE OF CRIMES, AS IT WOULD NOT BE FAIR THAT HE SHOULD BE 
EXEMPTED FROM RESPONSIBILITY, THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT HAS UNDRTAKEN 
A GENEROUS ATTITUD, AND, THEREFORE, WHOEVER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR CRIMES 
AND YET HAS RECEIVED AUTHORISATION TO COME TO SPAIN BY AN ERROR 


COMMITTED BY THE SPANISH AUTHORITIES, HE CANNOT BE ARRESTED, BUT HE 
WILL BE INVITED TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY. 


(10> = POSSESSION OF A PASSPORT A GUARANTEE AGAINST ARREST = 


THIS IS BEING DONE, SO THAT NO ONE CAN DOUBT THAT THE PERSON 
IN POSSESSION OF A PASSPORT TO RETURN TO SPAIN WILL BE ARRESTED UNLESS 
HE COMMITS A CRIME AFTER HAVING BEEN ISSUED WITH A PASSPORT. IT IS 
CLEAR THAT THE PASSPORT HAS NO LONGER VALUE ONCE IN SPAIN, AS THIS 
DOCUMENT HAS VALUE ONLY WHEN TRAVELLING ABROAD, BUT THE FACT THAT A 
PASSPORT HAS BEEN ISSUED TO AN EXPATRIATED SPANIARD COMPLETELY 
COVERS AND GUARANTEES HIM WHILE HE IS IN SPAIN. AND IF THE PASSPORT 
BECOMES INVALID OR IS EXCHANGED BY ANOTHER DOCUMENT, THE AUTHORISATION 
GIVEN TO THE CONSUL TO ISSUE THAT PASSPORT GUARANTEES THAT THE 
BEARER CANNOT BE ARRESTED. 


" Sri wwii VA 


THOSE WHO HAD BEEN GRANTED AUTHORISATION TO RETURN TO SPAIN HAVE 
NOT TO FILL ANY OTHER REQUISITES ONCE THEY ARE IN SPAIN, EXCEPT THAT 
THEY WILL HAVE TO PRESENT THEMSELVES TO THE CIVIL GOVERNOR OR THE 
CHIEF OF POLICE, AND IF IT IS IN A SMALL TOWN, TO THE MAYOR OR TO 
THE COMMANDR OF THE CIVIL GUARD. THIS IS FOR THEIR OWN BENEFIT, 
AS THUS THEY WILL BE CERTAIN THAT THE GUARANTEE GIVEN: TO THEM THAT 
THEY ARE NOT LIABLE TO ARREST WILL ALWAYS BE IN.FORCE, EVEN IF THEY 
LOSE THEIR DOCUMENTS, BECAUSE THE ABOVE MENTIONED AUTHORITIES WILL 
KNOW THAT HE HAS RETURNED BY AUTHORISATION OF THE GOVERNMENT. 


C11) = THOSE TO WHOM AMNESTY IS NOT APPLICABLE = 


WE REPEAT ONCE AGAIN THAT THOSE GUILTY OF MURDR, INSTIGATORS, 
AND ACCMPLICES ARE NOT EXEMPTED FROM RESPONSIBILITY, AND THEREFORE, 
CANNOT ENJOY THIS AMNESTY. AMONG THESE ARE THOSE WHO BELONG TO 
MHEKAS OR ILLEGAL COURTS WHERE TORTURE AND MURDR WERE CARRIED OUT 
AGAINST THE MOST ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES OF LAW AND AGAINST THE REGU- 
LATIONS WHICH EXISTED BEFORE THE 18TH JULY, 1936. 


) APART FROM THOSE SERIOUSLY COMPROMISED IN THE MANNER EXPLAINED 
| ABOVE ARE ALSO EXEMPTED FROM THE AMNESTY THOSE WHO, HAVE AGREED WITH 


| THE FOREIGNER TO SELL OR HAND OVER PART OF THE NATIONAL TERRITORY, 

AS WELL AS THOSE RESPONSIBLE OF TAKING AWAY FROM THE COUNTRY TREASURES 
OR WORKS OF ART OWNED BY SPAIN. HOWEVER, THOSE GUILTY OF ROBBERY 

OF SPAIN'S TREASURES AND WORKS OF ART CAN OBTAIN THE AUTHORISATION 

TO RETURN TO SPAIN WITH COMPLETE FREEDOM AND GUARANTEE IF THEY RETURN 
TO SPAIN THOSE TREASURES AND WORKS OF ART IN SUFFICIENT QUANTITIES 

TO REMOVE THEIR RESPONSIBILITY. 


C12) = MANY OF THOSE BAN! SHED ACTED UNDR PASSION AND 
EXCITEMENT = 


IT HAS BEEN ESTIMATED THAT FOR THOSE SMALL OFFENCES AND OTHERS 
WHICH IN NORMAL TIMES WOULD HAVE BEEN CONSIDRED IMPORTANT, THE 
SIX YEARS OF BANISHMENT FROM APRIL, 1939, WHEN THE WAR ENED 
DED 
AND APRIL, 1945, WHEN THE CESSATION OF POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITY. HAS 
BEEN MAD, WILL BE CONSIDRED AS SUFFICIENT PUNISHMENT IN MANY CASES. 
_ IT HAS NOT BEEN FORGOTTEN THAT MANY, A LARGE MAJORITY, ACTED URGED 
' BY AN ATMOSPHERE OF PASSION AND EXCITEMENT, AND IT IS, THEREFORE, 
) ONLY JUST TO ESTIMATE THAT THEY HAVE A LIMITED RESPONSIBILITY, WHICH 
HAS BEEN TOTALLY EXTINGUISHED BY SIX YEARS OF BANISHMENT. 


CMF) 


¥ CONTINUING SERIAL B48: = CONDITIONS FOR THE RETURN OF EXPATRIATES 
TO SPAIN = 


oe 4. 


C13) = NOW NO FEAR OF REPETITION OF BLOODH EVENTS 
IN SPAIN = 


TODAY SPAIN IS A STRONG AND PROSPEROUS NATION, THE FORMER 
PASSION AND EXCITEMENT HAS DISAPPEARED IN THE NATIONAL TERRITORIES, 
AND THEREFORE, THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN ABLE TO SHOW ITSELF 
GENEROUS OW ING TO THE SECURITY OF ITS OWN SOLIDITY, AND BECAUSE IT 
FEELS STRONG IT HAS NO FEAR OF A REPETITION OF THE REGRETTABLE 


BLOODY EVENTS WHICH OCCURRED ON OUR SOIL, AND WHICH FILL WITH 
SORROW THOUSANDS OF SPANISH HOMES. 


C14) = FORMER REDS NOW ENGAGED IN PEACEFUL LABOUR = 


IN THE SAME MANNER AS THE MEMBERS OF THE ARMY OF THE RED WHO 


REMAIN IN SPAIN IN THEIR HUNDRED AND THOUSAND , HAVE BEEN INCORPORATB 
INTO NATIONAL LIFE AND PEACEFUL LABOUR, WHICH HAS REBUILT SPAIN 

FROM THE RUINS OF THE CIVIL WAR, THOSE WHO ARE ABROAD, WHEN REPATRIATB 
NOW, WILL BE GAINED OVER BY THIS PEACEFUL ATMOSPHERE BREATHE FREELY 
TODAY IN OUR MOTHERLAND, AND WILL CONTRIBUTE WITH THEIR EFFORTS 

AND LABOUR TO THE GREATNESS OF SPAIN. 


C15) = ALL NOT GUILTY OF SERIOUS CRIMES MAY RETURN TO 
BLESSED SPANISH SOIL = 


THEREFORE, ALL THOSE WHO ARE AND FEEL THEMSELVES SPANIARDS, 


AND ARE NOT GUILTY OF THOSE SERIOUS CRIMES TO WHICH WE HAVE 
REFERRED BEFORE, CAN RETURN WITH COMPLETE SECURITY AND GUARANTEE 


TO RESUME THEIR LIFE OF FORMER TIMES IN THIS BLESSED SPANISH SOIL, 
WHICH GAVE THEM BIRTH. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 


(258/17/45) MADRID. 


29th May, 1945, 
No, 306, 


Sir, 


I have the honour to transmit to you herewith a summary 
in translation of a report received from the British Vice-Consul 
at Zaragoza, in which he describes the contrast between the manner 
in which the deaths of President Roosevelt and Hitler were greeted 


anes the local officials. 
Pes © Reports from other parts of Spain show that in a 


number of places religious services took place following Hitler's 
death, with the support of the local authorities. Number-of 
other accounts have been received from sources of varying 
reliability of toasts drunk to the death of President Roosevelt 
by members of the FPalange and other official organisations of the 


Spanish Government. 


Oe The pro-German tendencies in the garagoza Military 
Academy described by Sefior Valverde Gil can be regarded as further 
evidence in support of the thesis elaborated in my despatch No.157 
of the 15th March that the higher ranks of the Spanish general 
staff are dangerously permeated with pro-German influences, 


I am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's 


Consul-General at Barcelona, i | 3 
Cs ot ae Ye Be ee 
I have the honour to be, with the 


highest respect, 


sir, 


Your most humble, obedient Servant, 


The Right Honourable 
Anthony Eden, M.C., M.P., 
etc., etc., etc, 


5 hey eR 


TRANSLATION OF REPORT FROM ZARAGOZA. 29 , 


Ye 


The reaction in Zaragoza to the death of President 
Roosevelt was a spontaneous and almost unanimous expression of 
feeling except in certain official circles and in the Falange 
and naturally in military circles, 


Nevertheless, not a single sign of sympathy was 
received in this district except in some exceptional cases. 
On the other hand, I had many confidential reports that in 
private parties where officials and officers were present this 
event was celebrated as a cause for rejoicing. 


Precise details were given of only one definite case 
in which a Lt. Colonel stationed near the French frontier, 
together with a number of other members of his military unit, 
drank a toast in champagne to “the death of the greatest 
criminal", 


The death of Hitler, however, presented a great 
contrast. On the nd May when the news became known officially, 
the German Consulate, with its flay at half-mast, placed 
outside its door a table with sheets on which all the Falangists 
came to sign their names in groups, together with a large part 
of the S.E.U. (Falangist Students Organisation), the “old guard" 
and a number of the official members of the Municipality, etc. 


But what aroused most attention was the following. 
In Zaragoza, as is known, is situated the Academia General 
Militar. This is for the whole of Spain, that is to say, that 
all the future army officers in Spain, before voassing on to 
the special Academies. of Infantry, Engineers, Artillery, etc., 
have to pass through it, the only organisation of its kind in 
soain, and during the first three years of their career they 
receive there their political and military education. Every 
year there are more than 500 cadet pupils. 


This education is copied altogether from the German- 
Prussian model. The text-books are copied almost word for word 
from German texts, and the teachers are specially chosen for the 
oro-German spirit by which they are inspired. Even in the case 
of the Director it is not possible to deny his military 
inclination for things German. 


On May 2nd, from the balcony of my office, at about 
nalf-past seven in the evening, I saw cadets in uniform passing 
down the street where the German Consulate is situated, in grouos 
of four or five, 


When I had seen five or six of these groups crossing the 
road I was told, as I suspected, that groups of cadets in uniform 
were going to the German Consulate to sign the lists for the 
death of Hitler. These groups, at intervals of 60 to 60 yards, 
were not exactly a formation but gave that impression, given 
their number and the time which the quasi-procession lasted, 


They all stopped et the door of the German Consulate, 
sicned and withdrew, giving way to the group which followed, 
It seemed as though they had received instructions to this effect. 


The local Press only published a short notice about’ the: - 
"expression of regret for the death of Hitler”. | : 
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No. 299, , | oe | 
/139/45) 


IS Majesty’s Chargé d'Affairest Madrid 3| 
presents his compliments toH.M.P.S.S.F.A. 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


British.... Bmbassy 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Letter from : Political 
British Vice-Consul Situation. 
San Sebastian | 
dated 17th May 194! 


3479 21952—1 (4) 


% 


COPY British Vice-Consulate, 
San Sebastian. 
1/134/45. 


17th May, 1945. 
SECRET 


Sir, 


Political Situation 


I have the honour to report that there is at 
the moment considerable nervousness in this district 
over the possible action which it is feared may be 
taken by the Republican elements at present in France 
in conjunction with their colleagues still in Spain, 
following the collapse of Germany. 


Le In San Sebastian itself it is difficult to 
arrive at the exact cause for the alarm, beyond the 


vague idea that gop tote | is htt pe prepared, and 
that the present regime is bound to collapse very 


Soon. There is however no concrete idea as to 

Just how this is to be brought about, nor which political 
elements are the most active in their preparations, 
though of course the Left in general is understood. 


Oe On the other hand in France I have had many 
contacts with Republican elements of various shades 
of opinion and their ideas seem to resolve into 

the following. 


A) Moderates, who wish to see a change, but 
élso desire to avoid any upheaval involving 
general uncontrolled bloodshed. These pin 
their faith to the Generals in Spain and to 
Sr. Maura abroad, but deplore the fact that so 
far the Generals seem to do nothing but talk 
and have not so far come to a definite plan of 
action. 


B) Extremists, who are opposed to any sort of 
solution which will not bring about an immediate 


restoration of the Republican regime. These 
elements profess to have been able to arrange 


that / 


Le 


that in the event of a Restoration of the 
Monarchy being brought about before the 
holding of general elections, there should 


be @ general strike throughout the whole of 
Spain. 


4. There is, however, the diversity of views and 
concrete statements characteristic of Spanish politics 
in general. For example the Moderates profess to 
know for certain that the Basque Separatists (themselves 
normally a moderate party) have made a pact with the 
Communists, and that the latter, backed by the French 
Communists, are busy passing arms into Spain by 
clandestine channels for all they are worth, whieh is 
probably true, or at least the latter part of the 
statement. The Basques, however, most indignantly 
and emphatically deny that there is any such agreement. 


De On the Spanish side of the Frontier there is 
evidence of great military preparations sand fresh 

units are constantly appearing, so that it would seem 
that the Spanish Authorities are aware of the fact that 
the extremists on the other side are determined to 

take violent action if the situation in Spain is not 
radically changed within the next week or two. Provided 
the Spanish military units involved remain faithful 

to the present Government, there is no reason to suppose 
that any such extremist attempt to invade Spain would 
have more than temporary local success, as the mass of 
the population here seem apathetic and most disinclined 
to embark on further bloodshed and trouble. A success 
on a large scale however by any such movement would be 
likely to produce the reaction usual to Latin temperaments. 


I rave the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


(sgd) W. A. Harold Goodman. 
W.C. Graham, Esqe, O.B.E., 


H.M. Consul, 
BILBAO. 


Cece HeMe Embassy, Madrid. 
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| Senor Areilza's visit to pon Juan: situation in 
| ; sé. pa nh. 
Registry 
Z 7168/2 1 
Naniber | 1233 [% Refers to Madrid despatch of 7th may (z 6006 / 
FROM r. Bowker, 233/41). Bncloses copy of report by Press attaché 
Madrid 


On conversation with Senor Areilza after his 

return from above visit, made with a view to 

No. 521 ascertain Don Juan's views, for Franco's benefit, 
(1/7146 /45) and of representing to pon Juan situation in 

Dated 5th June Spain. Copied to Lisbon and Gibraltar. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
MADRID, 


Seek Pe 
(1/146/48) Sth June, 1945. 


No. S21. 


Versty | 
Sir, , 76 ~yV 52 
In my Despatch No. 258 of the 7th May, I had the 
honour to report on a projected»visit of Sefiar Areilza to Don 
Juan, which was to be made with a view to ascertaining the 
latter' s present views for the benefit of General Franco and 
of representing to Don Juan the actual situation in Spain as 
Sefior Areilza conceived it to be, I now enclose a report by 
ecocccecesee the Press: Attaché on a conversation held with Sefior Areilza on 
his recent return from the visit. 


Se As he himself had said, Sefior Areilza went 
without any mandate for negotiation from General Franco; 
moreover, his visit was disapproved of by inner monarchist 
circles, which thought that it might be interpreted as a sign 
of weakness on their part. Various efforts were made to prevent 
the journey, but Sefior Areilza adroitly sidestepped them and 
announced thet he was going off on a business trip to Bilbao. 
Now that he has returned from Lausanne with reasonably good 
tidings, his monarchist friends appear to be reconciled and 
looking forward to further results from the visit. These may 
become evident within a short time, when Sefior Areilza makes 
his report to General Franco, 


on Although he is more than suspected by the 

Traditionalist wing and would of course be denounced by 
intransigent Republicans, it looks as if Sefior Areilza has 

| succeeded so far in steering a middle course which may well 

| succeed in putting General Franco once more on speaking terms 
with the would-be representatives of a monarchist restoration, 
He holds the view that it would be impossible forcibly to upset 
General Franco's rézime without a conflict far more disastrous 
to Spain thah the Civil War. At the same time, he is 
convinced that the régime has had its day and cannot possibly 

| survive in the post-war world, or at least cannot hope to be 

accepted as a partner in post-war reconstruction. His view of 

a constitutional monarchy in fact might gain acceptance from 

'all the moderate elements of Left and Right, whose prime 

interest is concord in their own country and acceptance abroad. 


4. Whether he will find General Franco in a 
reasonably good mood or not remains to be seen. He “appears to. 
be aware of the fact that General Franco presents himself in - 
disconcertingly contradictory poses from day to day, but he is 
nevertheless convinced that much of it is bluff and pretence, 
assumed on purpose to put off various intriguers and that at 
bottom the Caudillo is feeling his way towards a peaceful 


transition./ 


The Right Honourable Winston churchill, O.Hs > MeP., 
Foreign Office, 
S.W.1.. 


*. @ \/ 


transition. Sefior Areilza is due to see General Franco in 
the next few days, and I will endeavour to ascertain the 
results of his interview and report them to you. ce 
5. My own feeling is; that: Sefior Areilza's visit 
is: part of the: game being; wiheyed by General Franco. (in which 
the ambitions and opportunist Sefior Areilza. is admirably suited 
to act as an instrument) to give the impression that. he is 

in touch with Don Juan and that,.the evolution: of the régime 

is at: work, but that in reality. the, visit will have little 
result in view of General Franco's determination, in fact, 
to make none but purely superficial changes unless forced 
to do so and Don Juan's unwillingness to accept any Franco 
formula about the Monarchy which in fact relegates the 
return of the King to an indefinite futtre, 


I am sending copies of this despatich to 
His Majesty's Embassador, Lisbon, .and His Excellency The 
Governor of Gibraltar. 


n 


I have-the honour to be, with the highest respect, 
sir, 


Your most humble, obedient Servant, 


3. o . , , * . . 


Conversation between Press Attache 
atid Srs A. - lst June, 19 


Sr, A. said that he had been able to talk freely and at length 
with Don Juan on several occasions, and had come back much impressed with 
his political maturity and power of discrimination. 


Talking on international politics in general, Don Juan's views 
had been very different from those held officially in Spain. He was in 
no doubt that the three great world powers had won the war in unison; 
Russia was not merely an "also-ran" who had been useful. at one stage and 
was going to be an increasing menace to Great Britain and the U.S.A. ever 
after. The U.S.S.R. was as mucha victor to be reckoned with as the other 
two. The Anglo-Saxon countries were determined at all cost to maintain 
their union with the U.S.S.R. and would not be deterred by any number of 
arbitrary or unjustifiable acts by the latter. There would be no major 
break in the coalition for twenty years. This view, not novel in itself, 
had apparently impressed Sr. A. very much and he had come back thinking 
it suicidal on Spain's part to go on intriguing in terms of a coming third 
world war with Russia as the enemy, Spain welcoming and fostering everything 
that might provoke a conflict ultimately. Sr. A. had already seen the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and had, he said, impressed on him the folly 
of this tendency: he would do the same with General Franco. 


I resisted the temptation of telling Sr. A. that what he now 
seemed to accept as the gospel of Don Juan, I had pressed om him months 
back without much effect, and only remarked that his own newspaper, the 
"Alcazar", had been latterly one of the most enthusiastic trouble-makers 
of all, and seemed to lose no opportunity of exaggerating and distorting 
our difficulties everywhere. Until he changed his editor and took a line 
independent of official propaganda, it was hopeless to talk of evolution 
in the press. He agreed that the press as a whole was living in an unreal 
world, but he had not seen his own paper since he went away. In any case, 
a decree ending the Falangist control was, he said, to be issued very 
shortly. 


On Spanish affairs, Sr. A. had apparently agreed with Don Juan 
on @ simile apt for Spain: that of an ocean-liner full of lights, gaiety 
and well-being within, keeping its course, but heading for a field of: 
icebergs of which neither captain nor crew nor passengers had any knowledge.. 
Don Juan was convinced that Spain was heading for disaster, however little 
discontent or desire for change there might be within the country itself. 
This seemed to have convinced Sr. A., who had anyway gathered enough 
impressions of his own to confirm the view. Don Juan had said that a 
radical change was necessary and that a monarchy guaranteeing the 
aspirations of progressive elements was the only way to prevent a division 
of the country, which would lead at once to a civil war even worse than 
‘the last. ; 


Sr. A. agreed in general terms but thought that Don Juan did | 
not give sufficient credit to General Franco's position: . General Franco 
was perhaps not so strong as he himself thought he was, but far stronger _ 
that his enemies and exiles took him to be; moreover, there was riptac 8 
support for him in the country now when the people felt themselves : X 
comparatively secure and comfortable in relation to internal difficulties - 
and strife elsewhere. It was necessary, therefore, to find an er oe 
way out for. General Franco. if it’ was to be a beeearer one. ) Nn eee 


rn: 
bs : ee * . ; 
Kart 


Sr. A, “had told Don Juan of. the reception. of the: manifesto: “at 
had been attacked’ ‘by Fal Conde's Traditionalists and amongst other monarch 
it had gained him the nickname of “Juan, tercero dizquie: da"; John, the 


_* 


(floor) left. Don Juan. had maintained that if he was not perfectly info: 


of the situation inside Spain, Spain was still less informed about: bet 
situation in the world - from which she was beconting more and more Asolated, 


Pie 


Sr, .4. had nothing “very conerete to say, but. seemed \ 
well satisfied with his journey and with himself. He was reporting oe 
to General Franco and after that meeting he would know whether there would 
be a way open for negotiation or. not. : 


T. F.- Burns 
Press Attache 
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pes + can well believe that Mr. Bowker' Ss diagnosi 
“is correct. The iniquities: and horrors of the 
Pranco régime are going on behind the scene all 
the time. A certain amount of bask arpa is. can 
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thrown up, such as the Bill of Rights, to 

bemuse the United Nations. At. the same time 
Franco is skilfully playing with the Monarchists, 
as with the Generals, just as he is with | 
Alba. Such is the individualism of the 

Spaniards that none of these elements can 
combine in themselves, let alone with one 
another. Franco, therefore, remains in power. 


But we have no reason to intervene. Our 
general policy of non-intervention in internal 
affairs must apply to Spain also. Spain is 
fortunately not a menace to the peace or to 
her neighbours’ integrity. She is only a 
danger and.a disgrace to herself, 


When Sir V. Mallet proceeds to Madrid, 
we shall have further opportunity of making 
plain our fundamental dislike of the régime 
and he will have to maintain our policy of 
frigid correctitude. 


ICCY. 


TT 


July ist, 19406, 
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L. jus. 


British Embassy, 
Madrid, 
(1/152/45) 16th June, 


In my despateh No. 554 of the 12th June,1945, 
I tried to assess the present position, as I saw 
it, as regards the possibilities of evolution of 
General Franco's régime. My conclusion was that, 
apart from being opposed in principle to any change, 
General Franco does not consider that either the 


internal situation of Spain or the situation outside 
Spain at present make any change necessary. 


. 


Ze I omitted to mention one further important 
factor in the external situation which tends to 
increase General Franco's confidence in his own 
position. This is the very unstable political 
situation obtaining both in Italy and France, The 
Press are continually harping on this and responsible 
Spaniards now often express the view that while the 
Franco régime is not what they would necessarily 
choose, it does at least ensure the maintenance of 
law and order and is not subject to the alarming 
political fluctuations and uncertainties which are 
now the order of the day in Italy and France. 


F,R. Hoyer Millar, Esq., C.M.G., 0.V.0., 
Foreign Office. 
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‘be reduced to the position of a 
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Mr. Bowker to Mr. Eden.—(Received 19th June.) 
(No. 334.) ; 
Sir, ‘Madrid, 12th June, 1945. 

IN various despatches and telegrams over the last weeks I have had the 
honour to report indications coming directly or indirectly from members of the 
Spanish Government, or persons in close touch with it, of the intentions of 
General Franco as regards possible changes or modifications in the administration 
of the Spanish State. Attention has been turned mainly on three points, namely, 
the judicial system, the Falange, and the possibility of a monarchical restoration. 
The moment seems now to have come in which to attempt to define the proba- 
bilities of the situation in respect of these three points in more precise terms. 

2. One of the main criticisms which has been levelled against General 
Franco’s régime has been the continuation of the arbitrary judicial system estab- 
lished at the end of the Civil War, in virtue of which thousands of persons have 
been kept several years in prison without trial under charges connected with 
their activities in the Civil War, executions for Civil War offences have continued, 
any charge which could possibly be described as political has been tried summarily 
by military courts and any person in Spain may be thrown into prison and kept 
on indefinitely without charge or trial. A few weeks ago it was announced 
that no further capital punishments would be inflicted for offences connected with 
the Civil War and that the remaining cases would be liquidated with all despatch. 
It was also implied that in future the civil courts would once again deal with 
all save strictly military charges. It may be true that since that date there 
have been no further executions on charges connected with the Civil War. Never- 
theless, since that date numerous persons have been arrested on political grounds 
but without any precise charge and have been kept in prison isolated from their 
family and friends. Executions of persons on political charges, presented as 
criminal, have continued, and the bulk of political cases continue to be dealt with 
by military tribunals. Even the savage tribunal for the suppression of free- 
masonry and communism continues to function, though allegedly in a milder 
form. In these circumstances it is not to be wondered at now that the public 
are not disposed to be greatly impressed by the much advertised Fuero, or Bill 
of Rights, now before the Cortes, the admirable provisions of which, defining 
the fundamental liberties of the Spanish people, will remain a dead letter until 
a whole series of supplementary laws have been passed putting them into effect. 
There is talk: also of a municipal law under preparation which will provide for 
municipal elections. Recollections of the recent elections for the syndicates have 
produced a certain scepticism in the mind of the public as regards further 
electoral ventures of the present régime. 

3. There have been frequent rumours in the past months that Falange was 
to be suspended, or at least that a start was to be made towards that end on 
lines of the gradual assimilation of the various sections of Falange into the 
relevant Departments of State and the abolition of such outward Fascist mani- 
festations as the salute, the blue shirt and certain songs. Until now precisely 
nothing has been done in either of these directions. On the contrary, General 
Franco still takes occasion to parade in Falange uniform and to make speeches 
eulogising the achievements and aims of the party. When the United States 
Ambassador last had occasion to speak to him on the subject, General Franco 
once more took the familiar line that Falange was not a party but a movement 
and was misunderstood abroad. No doubt, in maintaining Falange, General 
Franco is influenced by the thought that with its dissolution he will deprived 
of the extra prestige which his leadership of the party gives him and he will 

general among many other generals. Meanwhile 


Falange is ype: an increasing influence in education. This could be made 


an influence for good, but at present the influence is in the hands of the extremist 
elements. 


[67—30] 
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4. As regards the monarchy, the same process of squarin the circle is at 
work, that is, of appearing to be preparing for a restoration but in fact relegating 


w 


Ps 


it to an indefinite future. Much play has been made over the visit of Seftor Areilza — 


to Lausanne, on which I have reported in separate telegrams and despatches. 
Now Sefior Areilza has been to Lausanne and returned. He went as a private 
individual and a friend of Don Juan, somewhat uncertain of his reception. He 
is reported to have been received affectionately by Don Juan, as a friend, and to 
have returned ‘‘ with good impressions,’’ on which the Duke of Alba commented 
that he would rather have good impressions of General Franco than of Don Juan, 
with whom and whose point of view he was already acquainted. Now the Duke of 
Sotomayor, one of Don Juan’s personal representatives in Spain, has also left 
for Lausanne. The journey is taking place in the normal course of events and 
he is the bearer of no mandate from General Franco. Meanwhile, the Duke of 
Alba has returned to London in order to take leave and has let it be known that 
only an order from Don Juan will cause him to withdraw his resignation. The 
Minister for Foreign Affairs continues to take the line that the Duke's resigna- 
tion has not been accepted and that time will doubtless arrange things. Inspired 
rumour has it that on or before the 18th July, the anniversary of the outbreak 
of the Civil War, General Franco will make a declaration declaring Spain a 
monarchy, setting up a Council of the Kingdom, which will decide on the person 
of the King. There is so far no evidence that such a declaration will receive the 
prior approval of Don Juan. : 

5. In general, therefore, there are few signs of the evolution of General 
Franco’s régime out of its present Fascist and totalitarian mould in accordance 
with the indications which béth His Majesty’s Government and the United 
States Government and their representatives in Madrid have consistently and 
repeatedly given to the Spanish Government over a long period. At first sight, 
this calm assurance on the part of General Franco amid the fallen ruins of the 
totalitarian régimes of Hitler and Mussolini is puzzling. It may be explained 
by various factors. As a dictator General Franco is no doubt opposed, on 
principle, to change, since any change, however small, may weaken his adminis- 
tration. But, in addition, General Franco is convinced that he has been called 
bY Providence to rule Spain and that he does it a great deal better than anyone 
else could do. No only is he opposed to change on principle, but he regards any 
change in the essential character of his régime as being contrary to Spain’s true 
interests. Over a long period he has been told repeatedly by the British and 
United States Governments that as long as his régime retains its Fascist character, 
relations between Spain, on the one hand, and Great Britain and the United 
States on the other, cannot be cordial. When the war in Europe was continuing 
he was not fully convinced of the necessity of change, though warnings from 
abroad that his régime could not possibly survive the end of the war no doubt 
caused him uneasiness. Now the critical moment has passed and nothing more 
formidable than the adoption by the Foreign Affairs Solamnittee of the French 
Assembly of a recommendation calling on him to make way for a democratic 
Government has happened to threaten his position. The attitude of Great Britain 
and the United States is still officially one of cold reserve. General Franco knows 
that neither Power is oing to use force to turn him out. Meanwhile commercial 
exchanges with both Powers proceed on a substantial scale and there are good 
prospects of building up post-war economic relations of benefit to all three parties. 
For the resent Spain cannot hope to get much in the way of armaments, but 
meanwhi e only British and American supply considerations limit the possibility 
of her industrial re-equipment. : | 

6. Apart from the absence of pressure on him from the outside, two positive 
factors have served to build up General Franco’s confidence. These are 
his conviction, first, that the estern Allies and Russia will soon be 
at war with each other, and secondly, that he enjoys the support of the United 
States. As regards the United States, I do not know whether General Franco 
reads the American press or listens to the American radio. But it must be 
admitted that the veritable offensive of friendliness to which the United States 
Embassy ‘has been post ted by Spanish officialdom in general has inevitably had 
its effect. It is, no doubt, difficult to maintain cold reserve in the face of perpetual 
smiles and possibly the Americans temperamentally are more dusceptible to 
flattery than others, particularly when they are expressly picked out for such 
treatment. I am quite certain that the United States Ambassador has 
consistently 4 tay on the lines agreed in London and Washington in his con- 
versations with General Franco’s Minister, Sefior Lequerica, and the many other 
Spanish military and political personages with whom he has madé it his business 
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= et into touch since his arrival. But faced a week ago with an invitation 

to oe at the Pardo he did not feel able to send a refusal, despite the fact that 
such an invitation was quite unprecedented and the dinner would inevitably 
be given political significance. r. and Mrs. Armour duly attended, to find the 
Secretary-Minister of the Falange among the guests, and although Mr. Armour, 
at about 2.30 in the morning, after the guests had been treated to an exhibition 
of tapestries, had an opportunity of telling General Franco of his disappoint- 
ment that no progress had been made with the modification of the régime and the 
elimination of Falange in accordance with his repeated representations, General 
Franco as usual, returned a soft, if lengthy; answer on each point and the 
following day a notice duly appeared in the press to the effect that the Caudillo 
had entertained the United States Ambassador and his wife to an intimate and 
friendly dinner party. No doubt General Franco used the event to convince the 
generals once more that he could count on American support. 

7. The conviction that the Western Allies will soon be at war with Russia 
is as persistent as General Franco’s confidence about America. A Spanish 
friend recently told me the following story which had been recounted to him by 
General Franco’s brother-in-law as coming straight from the Generalissimo. 
According to this story the British Chiefs of Staff, shortly before the end of the 
war in Europe, recommended to Mr. Churchill that the moment had come when 
the Western Allies might successfully attack the Russians. Mr. Churchill replied 
that this would be entirely in accordance with his own wishes, but that, 
unfortunately, he had to count with his American allies. Such stories as these, 
together with stories of assurances of support given by the United States 
Ambassador and hints from him that Falange should be maintained for the 
present in view of the Russian menace, are .being continually churned out by 
ag in close touch with General Franco and ge to be sincerely believed 

y him. From time to time his confidence is slightly shaken and he gives 
instructions for his various programmes of social and political reform, e.g., the 
Fuero and the municipal law, to be advanced with greater despatch. At other 
moments his confidence is restored and the machinery is put into reverse. 

8. If, for the reasons given above, the external situdtion gives General 
Franco no cause for concern, he is equally unperturbed by the possibilities of 
dangerous developments from within. The Maharchists are divided among 
themselves, and with a few exceptions are quite indisposed to risk anything in 
order to bring about a return of the King. Spaniili politicians in exile are 
equally, or more, divided and present police vigilance is such that it is extremely 
difficult for any political opposition movement in the country to attain formidable 
size without being discovered and broken up. 

9. The day may well come when public opinion abroad will no longer 
countenance the maintenance of more or less normal relations with General 
Franco's Fascist régime. It may be that Russia will lead the attack on General 
Franco’s Government. In reality Falange in itself is probably no longer a 
threat to Allied interests. Apart from the comparatively small die-hard elements, 
which continue to form a breeding ground for National-Socialist ideas, the bulk. 
of the party members are probably only too anxious to be allowed to toe the line. 
The sinister factor in Spain to-day from the point of view of the United Nations 
is not so much Falange as the things for which Falange has been used. Through 
Falange, the Germans managed to set up in Spain an elaborate and efficient secret 
service organisation and to obtain virtual control over the workings of the 
Spanish police. In this sinister respect Falange has long since served its 
purpose. But as long as the present régime continues with its dyed-in-the-wool 
germanophil elements, not only in Falange but also in the Alto Estado Mayor, 
this German organisation will still find the means of resuming its activities. For 
this reason, it is to my mind of more immediate importance to eradicate the 
Germans from Spain than to obtain the dissolution of the Falange, and we are 
certainly in a stronger position to demand the former. It is for this reason that 
I have already in telegrams recommended that urgent consideration be given to 
the possibility of interning German official espionage agents in some intermediate 
spot under Anglo-American control if it is not at present possible to arrange for 
their repatriation to Germany. ‘i 

_ LT ampsending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Lisbon, 
ie Excellency the Governor of Gibraltar and to His Majesty’s Consul-General, 
angier. : 


I have, &c. 
JAMES. BOWKER. 


British Embassy, 
Madrid. 


No. 554. 
(1/151/45) : -f 12th June, 1945. 


Sir, 


In various’despatches and telegrams over the last weeks I 
have had the honour to report indications coming directly or 
indirectly from members of the Spanish Government, or persons in 
close touch with it, of the intentions of General Franco as 
regards possible changes or modifications in the administration 
of the Spanish State. Attention has been turned mainly on three 
points, namely, the judicial system, the Falange and the 
possibility of a monarchical restoration. The moment seems now 
to have come in which to attempt to define the probabilities of 
the situation in respect of these three points in more precise 
terns. 


S. One of the main criticisms which has been levelled 
against General Franco's régime has been the continuation of the 
arbitrary judicial system established at the end of the Civil War, 
in virtue of which thousands of persons have been kept several 
years in prison without trial under charges connected with their 
activities in the Civil War, executions for Civil War offences 
have continued, any charge which could possibly be described as 
political has been tried summarily by military courts and any 
person in Spain may be thrown into prison and kept there indefi- 
nitely without charge or trial. A few weeks ago it was 
announced that no further capital punishments would be inflicted 
for offences connected with the Civil War and that the remaining 
cases would be liquidated with all despatch. It was also implied 
that in future the civil courts would once again deal with all 
save strictly military charges. It may be true that since that 
date there have been no further executions on charges connected 
with the Civil War. Nevertheless, since that date numerous 

| persons have been arrested on political grounds but without any 
precise charge and have been kept in prison isolated from their 
family and friends. Executions of persons on political charges, 
presented as criminal, have continued and the bulk of political 

' cases continue to be dealt with by military tribunals. Even 

the savage tribunal for the suppression of Freemasonry and 
Communism continues to function, though allegedly in a milder form. 
In these circumstances it is not to be wondered at now that the 
public are not disposed to be greatly impresséd by the much 
advertised Fuero, or Bill of Rights, now before the Cortes, the 
ag@mirable provisions of which, defining the fundamental liberties 
of the Spanish people, will remain a dead letter until a whole 
series of supplementary lawa have been passed putting them into 
effect. There is talk also of a municipal law under preparation 
which will provide for municipal elections. Recollections of 
the recent elections for the Syndicates have produced a certain 
scepticism in the mind of the public as regards further electoral 
ventures of the present régime. 


DO. There have been frequent rumours in the past months 
that Falange was to be suspended, or at least that a start was to 
be made towards that end on lines of the gradual assimilation of 
the various sections of Falange into the relevant Departments of 
State and the abolition of such outward Fascist manifestations 
as the salute, the blue shirt and certain songs. Until now 


/ precisely 
The Right Honourable 
Winston Churchill, C.H., M.P., 
etc., etc,, etc., 
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precisely nothing has been done in either of these directions. 

On the contrary, General Franco still takes occasion to parade in 
Falange uniform and to make speeches eulogising the achievements 
and aims of the party. When the United States Ambassador last 
had occasion to speak to him on the subject, General Franeo once 
more took the familiar line that Falange was not a party but a 
movement and was misunderstood abroad. No doubt, in maintaining 
Falange, General Franco is influenced by the thought that with its 
dissolution he will be deprived of the extra prestige which his 
leadership of the Party gives him and he will be reduced to the 
position of a General amonz many other Generals. Meanwhile, 
Falange is obtaining an increasing influence in education. This 
could be made an influence for good, but at present the influence 
is in the hands of the extremist elements. 


4, As regards the Monarchy, the same process of squaring the 
circle is at work, that is, of appearing to be preparing for a 
restoration but in fact relegating it to an indefinite future. 

Much play has been made over the visit of Sefior Areilza to Lausanne, 
on which I have reported in separate telegrams and despatches. 

Now Sefior Areilza has been to Lausanne and returned. He went as a 
private individual and a friend of Don Juan, somewhat uncertain of 
his reception. He is reported to have been received affectionately 
by Don Juan, as a friend, and to have returned “with good impressions," 
on which the Duke of Alba commented that he would rather have good 
impressions of General Franco than of Don Juan, with whom and whose 
point of view he was already acquainted. Now the Duke of Sotomayor, 
one of Don Juan's personal representatives in Spain, has also left 
for Lausanne. The journey is taking place in the normal course of 
events and he is the bearer of no mandate from General Franco. 
yVieanwhile, the Duke of Alba has returned to London in order to take 
leave and has let. it be known that only an order from Don Juan will 
cause him to withdraw his resignation. . The Ménister for Foreign 
Affairs continues to take the line that the Duke's resignation has 
not been accepted and that time will doubtless arrange things. 
Inspired rumour has it that on or before the 18th July, the anni- 
versary oz the outbreak of the Civil War, General Franco will make 

a declaration declaring Spain a Monarchy, setting up a Council of the 
Kingdom, which will decide on the person or the King. There is so 
far no evidence that such a declaration will receive the prior 
approval of Don Juan. 


D. In general, therefore, there are few signs of the evolution 
of General Franco's régime out of its present Fascist and totalitarian 
mould in accordance with the indications which both His Majesty's 
Government and the United States Government and their representatives 
in Madrid have consistently and repeatedly given to the Spanish 
Government over a long period. At first sight, this calm assurance 
on the part of General Franco amid the fallen ruins of the totali- 
tarian régimes of Hitler and Mussolini is puzzling. It maybe 
explained by various factors. As a dictator General Franco/no 
doubt opposed, on principle, to change, since any change, however 
small, may weaken his administration. But, in addition, General 
Franco is convinced that he has been called by Providence to rule 
Spain and that he does it a great deal better than anyone else could 
do. Not only is he opposed to change on principle, but he regards 
any change in the eseential character of his régime as being. 
contrary to Spain's true interests. Over a lohg period he has been 
told repeatedly by the British and United States Governments that 
as long as his régime retains its Fascist character, dvlagdyater 4 . 
between Spain, on the one hand, and Great Britein and the Unite 
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States of America, on the other, cannot be cordial. When the 

war in Europe was continuing he was not fully convinced of the 
necessity of change, though warnings from abroad that his régime 
could not possibly survive the end of the war no doubt caused him 
uneasiness. Now the critical moment has passed and nothing more 
formidable than the adoption by the Foreign Affairs Committee of 
the French Assembly of a recommendation calling on him to make way 
for a democratic Government has happened to threaten his position. 
The attitude of Great Britain and the United States of America is 
still officially one of cold reserve. General Franco knows that 
neither Power is going to use force to turn him out. Meanwhile, 
commercial exchanges with both Powers proceed on a substantial scalé 
end there are good prospects of building up post-war economic 
relations of benefit to all three parties. For the present Spain 
cannot hope to set much in the way of armaments, but meanwhile only 


British and American supply considerations limit the possibility of 
her industrial re-equipment. 


6. Apart from the absence of pressure on him from the outside, 
two positive factors have served to build up General Franco's 
confidence. These are his conviction, first, that the Western 
Allies and Russia willsoon be at war with each other, and secondly, 
that he enjoys the support of the United States of America. AS 
regards tne United States of America, I do not know whether General 
Franco reads the American Press or listens to the American radio. 
But it must be admitted that the veritable offensive of friendli- 
ness to which the United States Embassy has been subjected by 
Spanish officialdom in general has inevitably had its effect. It 
is, no doubt, difficult to maintain cold reserve in the face of 
perpetual smiles and possibly the Americans temperamentally are 
more susceptible to flattery than others, particularly when they 
are expressly picked out for such treatment. I am quite certain 
that the United States Ambassador has consistently spoken on the 
lines agreed in London and Washington in his conversations with 
General Franco's Minister, Sefior Lequerica:and the many other 
Spanish military and political personages with whom he has made it 
his business to get into touch since his arrival. But faced a 
week ago with an invitation to dine at the Pardo he did not feel 

_ able to send a refusal, despite the fact that such an invitation 

‘was quite unprecedented and the dinner would inevitably be given 
political significance, Mr. and Mrs. Armour duly attended, to 
find the Secretary-Minister of the Falange among the guests, and 
although Mr. Armour, at about 2.350 in the morning, after the guests 
had been treated to an exhibition of tapestries, had an opportunity 
of telling General Franco of his disappointment that no progress 
had been made with the modification of the régime and the elimin- 
ation of Falange in accordance with his repeated representations, 
General Franco as usual, returned a soft, if lengthy, answer on 
each point and the following day a notice duly appeared in the 
Press to the effect that the Caudillo had entertained the United 
States Ambassador and his wife to an intimate and friendly dinner 
party. No doubt General Franco used the event to convince the 
Generals once more that he could count on American support. 


) 

} 

> 

> 

> 

“ 

- 

J 

_ 

v) 

D 

> 

> 

= 
' 

= 

x 

</ 

x 
> 

a 
oO 
.S) 


TT. The conviction that the Western Allies will soon be at 
war with Russia is as persistent as General Franco's confidence 
about America. A Spanish friend recently told me the following 
story which had been recounted to him by General Franco's brother- 
in-law as coming straight from the Generalisimo. According to 
this story the British Chiefs of Staff, shamtly before the end of 
the war in Europe, recommended to Mr. Chérchill that the moment 
had come when the Western Allies might successfully attack the 
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Russians. Mr. Churchill replied that this would be entirely in 
accordance with his own wishes, but that, unfortunately, he had to 
count with his American allies. Such stories as these, together 
with stories of assurances of support given by the United States 
Ambassador and hints from him that Falange should be maintained for 
the present in view of the Russian menace, are beinz continually 
churned out by persons in close touch with General Franco and appear 
to be sincerely believed by him. From time to time his confidence 
is slightly shaken and he gives.instructions for his various 
programmes of social and political reform, e.g., the Fuero and the 
municipal law, to be advanced with greater despatch. At ofher 
moments his confidence is réstored and the machinery is put into 
reverse, 


8. If, for the reasons given above, the external situation 
gives General Franco no cause for concern, he is equally unperturbed 
by the possibilities of dangerous developments from within. The 
Monarchists are divided among themselves, and with a few exceptions 
are quite indisposed to risk anything in order to bring about a 
return of the King. Spanish politicians in exile are equally, or 
more, divided and present police vigilance is such that it is 
extremely difficult for any political opposition movement in the 
country to attain formidable size without being discovered and 
broken up. 


9, The day may well come when public opinion abroad will no 
longer countenance the maintenance of more or less normal relations 
with General Franco's Fascist régime. It may be that Russia will 
lead the attack on General Franco's Government. In reality 
Falange in itself is probably no lonser a threat to Allied interests. 
Apart from the comparatively small die-hard elements, which continue 
to form a breeding ground for National-Socialist ideas, the bulk of 
the party members are probably only too anxious to be allowed to toe 
the line. the sinister factor in Spain to-day from the point of 
view of the United Nations is not so much Falange as the things for 
which Falange has been used. Through Falange, the Germans managed 
to set up in Spain an elaborate and efficient secret service 
organisation and to obtain virtual control over the workings of the 
Spanish police. In this sinister respect Falange has long since 
served its purpose. But as long as the present régime continues 
with its dyed-in-the-wool germanophil elements, not only in Falange 
but also in the Alto Estado Mayor, this German organisation will 
still find the means of resuming its activities. For this reason, 
| it is to my mind of more immediate importance to eradicate the 
' Germans from Spain than to obtain the dissolution of the Falange, 

and we are certainly in a stronger position to demand the former. 
It is for this reason that I have already in telegrams recommended 
that urgent consideration be given to the possibility of interning 
German official espionage agents in some intermediate spot under | 
Anglo-American control if it is not at present possible to arrange 
for their repatriation to Germany. 
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I am sending @ copy of this despatch to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Lisbon, His Excellency the Governor of Gibraltar and 
to His Majesty's Consul-General, Tangier. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest réspect, 
Sir. 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, 
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British Embassy, ss 


Madrid. 
No. 326. 
(265/17/45 ) 


7th June, 1945. 


Z 7340 


Dif. 


I have the honour to transmit to you herewith the 
copy of notes addressed by His Majesty's Embassy and the 
United States Embassy to the Spanish Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs regarding a series of discreditable incidents 
reported in connection with the display of Allied flags in 
, celebration of the defeat of Germany. These representations 
v7 were agreed upon between the United States Ambassador and 
oft 4 myself on receiving the reports from the provinces on which 
of of they are based. The note from His Majesty's Embassy was 
ie handed personally to the Head of the European Section at the 
Ministry by the First Secretary who stressed the very unfavour- 
able impression likely to be made upon His Majesty's Government 
on hearing of the incidents in question, to say nothing of the 
public uproar likely to result if it appeared that the Spanish 
authorities were failing to take adequate steps to bring the 
offending parties to account. In particular it was quite 
essential that the perpetrator of the incident at Lugo should 
be dealt with in exemplary fashion and that at the very least 
the fine of ZOO pesetas, stated to have been remittéd, should 
be re-imposed and for preference increased. Seflor Satorres 
took due note of these representations and said, as he has so 
often said before, how greatly the Ministry of course regretted 
outrages of the kind complained of, but Falange were 
incorrigible. He undertook to ensure that the present cases 
would be followed up with energy. 
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I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


re oe 


The Right Honourable 
Winston Churchill, C.H., M.P., 
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Hie Majesty's Lebasay preseat their complimeats to the 
Miaietry of Foreiga Affairs and have the honour to invite the 
Ninietry's sericus attention to the followiag incidenta reported 
in connexion with the diepley of Allied flege ina celebration of 
the defeat of Germany. | 

At Lugo at appears that on vay Sth « youth asamed Emilio 
Iglesias Cimdevila, civil servent explegéd ia the Fisealia 
Ppoviacial de Tases, entered the eateblishment of the Siager 

ewing Mechine Company, made insulting remrke about the British 
and American flage whieh were placed, in celebration of the 
Allded vietory in Karope, on either side of the jpanish flag ia 
the show wiadow, and threw the Allied flege on the fleer. 
Aceording to eye witaesess the youth was accompanied by a number 
of falangists sho remained outaide while Iglesies went ia and act 
enly threw the flaga oa the floor but also trampled oa them, and 
may even thereafter have kicked them about ia the street. 
Enquiry of the chief of i olice at Lugo etheequentiy elicited that 
the perpetrator was fiued Pesetas 800, which fine was however 
subsequeatiy remitted. 

At Ponferrada 4% appears that oa way 6th, the United states 
flag, simblariy displayed on the cocasicn of the Allied victory 
in the wiadew of the premises of the cinger ‘Sewing Medhine 
Company, was removed by order of the local authorities. 

Although full detaile are still awaited there ie séme reason 
for thinking that similer ineidéents iavolving insults to the 
Allied flags have taken plase at Copufla, Perro] and Santiago de 
Gompostels., At Corufia notably it hae been reported that the 
wiadew of the Singer Sewing Meehine Company, in which the Britieh 
aad Amepiona flags were Aisplayed on either side ot the epaaish 
fleg, wee found on May 10th covered with sputus ahd bearing the 


ineeri;tion “Cpiste entre dos ladrones. " 
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At Valladolid, ia the fuse of threate of viclenee, made by 
unidentified peracas who sorewled insults on the show windows 
and walle of the ‘iager Company's premiees, British and ameriean 
flage were removed. KMesbers of the compuny were threatened 
with violenge. 

At Wieres unidentified persons entered the store of the 
ofager Company's presises uring the aight and earried off the 
flags. 

At Apanda Ge Duero the local Palanre Chief prohibited 
exhibition of the flage, etating thet he wes aeting under 
iastructions from the Civil Soverner of the jrovinee. 

The Ministry of Poreiga Affaire will no doubt agree that 
opither youth nor irresponsibility can be advanced 9s en exeuse 
for such iasulte to the national Tiage of foreign countries. 

The perpetrators of theese Loeidents aeted deliberately anu fully 
conscious of what they vere doing. The ismesay therefore are 
all the more eongeraed to kaow that 4a the cease of the insident 
at Lugo, even the email fine, ehich seems to have been the only 
sanction imposed, should subsequently have been veni tted. 

‘The Saba By have the honour to request that the reapons ible 
authorities at Lugo, ponferrada, La Corufia aod the other places 
meationed, aay be iastructed, unegiivooaily and inuediately, to 
apprenead the persons peapoasible for the Anideates deeoribed ia 
each of these places, to punish then in « meaner commensurate 
with the grevity of their offenses, saad to ensure that publ iei ty 
ie given in the local prese to the sanetions imposed in each ease. 
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NOTE VERBALE 


The Embassy of the United States of America presents itd 
compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and has the honor 
to advise the Ministry, that it is compelled to bring to its 
attention a widespread series of incidents in:swhich the national 
flags of the United States and Great Britain have been subjected 
to disrespect and even desecration at the hands of Spanish 
nationals, official and unofficial. All of these incidents which — 
have so far been brought to the Embassy's notice took place on or 
about May 8 and 9, 1945 and were. directed against various local 
branches of the Singer Sewing Machine Company, an American 
corporation, which were on those days displaying. the American, 
British, and Spanish flags in celebration of the victorious end 
of the war in Europe. : 


Perhaps the most serious of these incidents took place at 
Lugo, where a Spanish youth, Emilio Iglesias Cimadevila, entered 
the premises of the Singer Sewing Machine Company establishment, 
removed the American and British: flags from their places and 
ground them beneath his heel, at» the same time making insultiag 
remarks about their being displayed alongside the Spanish flag. 

It is the Enbassy's understanding that, although a fine of two 
hundred pesetas was at first imposed against the perpetrator, that 
fine was puneequentty, suspended and he was permitted to go 
unpunished. 


In a similar incident at Leon, the American and British flags 
are reported to have been seized by a group of Spanish youths. who 
entered the Singer establishment to the accompaniment of shouts 
of “Abajo la Victoria" and "Viva Alemania," while at Mieres the 
premises of the company were entered during the night and: the 
Allied flags stolen by persons unknown. 


At Santiago de Compostela the two flags were forcibly reniovede 
from the Singer shop by an unidentified person, and at La Carufia . 
abusive, remarks: were scrawled on the show window of a Singer oH 
establishment ia which the Spanish flag was. flanked by the Anerican® 
and British colors. a 

In Valladolid the display of Allied flags by the Singer i a 
Company was met with threats of violence on the part of unident@j 
individuals against the personnel of the company and with other 
hostile activities such as the serawling of abusive language or 
display window and the walls of the establishment, the, Civil » er 
Governor finally being forced to order the yenove’l of thé flags Sau 
question. At Cartagena the display window containing the three) | 
flags was broken by a stone thrown'by a group of: students Poa 
demonstrating. against the victory of the Allies. ia Europe. 


In other localities the display: of American and British. fla, 
by branch establishments of the Singer Sewing’ Machine phere 
made the subject of arbitrary,:and unjustified action on ‘the par ti 
of the local authorities, ‘the removal of sueh flags having been - 
summarily ordered at Ponferrada | and Aranda de Duero, in the fo nig 
by order of the Ayuntamiento and in the. latter Dy. Xee. Ones aah 
of the Falange ; 3 | | Ne: 


The Ministry will agree that it as. unnecessary ‘to ait A 
details to demonstrate clearly. cae Booty aia staxepeesanial 
of these deliberate insults to 1 th and Brigish 
have been Subjected, or the fla; . nt: 


American commercial, interests. inherent Dy these unprovoke, ai 
peetne®: ‘the yreeneee of the Sede vss. sce ad x “Le a ae 


Although the Brbassy 16 well aware that there exist in 
Spain certain elements, partienlarly within. the Palange , to 
whom the vietory of Allied arms. over Axis tyranny in Europe 
has come as a rude shock and a bitter disappointment, the | ) 
Embassy has-at the same time been loath to identify the sentiments « 
of such elements with those of the Spanish Government and sincerely * 
hopes, therefore, that thé. Latter will not hesitate to dissociate 
itself from these regrettable acts by taking effective steps to 
ensure that. those responsible are duly and adequately punished and 
that their punishment is made a matter of public knowledge at 
least in. the localities: in which their misdeéds have taken place. 


Wadrid, May. 26. "y945} 
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Exiled spaniards request to return to Spain under 
b 7586/233/41 | Rew arrangements for repatriation of exiles. 


—- om Refers to Madrid-despatch 236 (Z 5395/233/1). 
—2 An E.F.E. message from Buenos Aires Wy bh bo ‘¢ 

a Spanish press 15th June. States 300 Spaniards 
No. (4414/27/45) - have requested permission to return. Encloses 

/45) copy of translation of communiqué issued by 

Dated 19th June Spanish Embassy, Lima, announcing special 
Riieed 3 instructions have been received for speedy handling 
in Registry 25th Jume 1945 of petitions for repatriations. 


Z: Spain 
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No. 345 % 
(114757745. ) Y “7586 BRITISH EMBASSY, 
MADRID . 


25 2m 100k 


19th June, 1945. 


* / ) 
Sir, z 6 395/23 YU, 
With reference to my despatch No. 236 of the 24th April 
I have the honour to inform you that according to an E.F-E. 
message from Buenos Aires which was published in the Spanish 
Press on June i5th,300 exiled Spaniards had requested 
permission to return to Spain under the new arrangements 
for the repetriation of exiles announced by the Spanish 
Government. The message added that no outstanding 
personalities figured among this group of Spaniards 
Se I have also received from H.M. Ambassador at 
Lima # copy, of which a translation is enclosed herein, 
of a commaniqué issued by the Spanish Embassy there 
announcing that special instructions had been received 
for the speedy handling of petitions for repatriation, 


and inviting all persons wishing to avail themselves of 
these facilities to call at the Embassy. 


Il have the honour to be, with the highest 
respect, 


Sir, 


Your most humble, obedient Servant 


The Rt. Honourable Winston Churchill, 
Gites M.Pe, 


Foreign Office, 
S.W.1. 


TRANSLATION OF COMMUNIQUE FROM THE SPANISH 
EMBASSY IN LIMA, DATED ist MAY, 1945. 


At the direct instance of Generalisimo Franco, 
the Special Tribunals for special political responsi- 
bilities whic’ dealt with circumstancial offences 


outside the normal procedure, have been abolished in 
Spain. 


This important Decree expresses the firm and 


deep-rooted desire for peace amongst Spaniards and 
puts an end to the risk thet those who merely had 


political interests in the Civil War may be molested. 


In this connection, the Spanish Embassy in 
Lima has received specific instructions regarding the 
speedy handling of petitions for repatriation presented 


by interested parties, which will be referred by 
telegrarh. 


a The Spanish Embassy in Lima, with the utmost 
mapnamt 


ty, invites all persons who wish to avail 
themselves of the advantages of this new ruling to 
present themselves at the Chancery of the Embassy, 


Edificio Lux - Apartment 302 - Lima, on any working day 
between 10 and i in the morning. They will be 


received with brotherly cordiality and the details vuf 
this new resolution, containing a great mumber of 
facilities for repatriation, will be communicated to them. 


lst May, 1945. 


The Spenish Ambassador, 


Pablo de Churruca. 


Z 7633 
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Rewey '\ 2 7633/233/42 


FROM Mr. Bowker, 
— atin 
No. 343 (1/157/45) 


Dated — gune,1945. 


Received _ 
26th June 
in Racists | 1945. , 
Z: Spain. 
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Relations bosuoen Church and gtate under General 


‘Encloses copy of minute by Mr. Malley tracing 
developments of above which was brought to attention 
recently by press treatment of Pope's speech of 
2nd June, condemnining National Socialisn. 


Last Paper. xf 


Z 756 


References. 


(How disposed of.) 


SOD. 6 96 


site 


(Minutes.) 


British Embassy, 


Madrid. 
No. 3435, Bib : 
(1/157/45) — 19th June, 1945. 


sir, 


I have the honour to send you the accompanying copy of a 
minute by Mr. Malley, Assistant Press Attaché, tracing the 
development of relations between Church and State under General 
Franco's régime. The factor which served to turn attention 
recently to this matter was the treatment by the press of the 
Pope's speech of the 2nd June condemning National Socialism. 

The Party organ “Arriba™ gave only a much short@med version of 
the speech, which it followed up by a commentary purporting to 
explain what the Pope really wanted to say and could not quite 
succeed in saying, and proceeding to excuse the German people 

and divert attention to the horrors of Communism. As Mr. Malley 
points out in the last paragraph of his minute, this attempt by 
the Party to belittle and misinterpret the Papal condemnation had 
little success and other papers, especially "A.B.C." and “Ya," 
gave the full text of the speech, followed by excellent comment- 
aries. 

I am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's 
Minister to the Holy See and the Ministry of Information. 


I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, 


Sir, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


Set eet 


The Right Honourable 
Winston Churchill, C.M., M.P., 


etc., etc., etc.. 
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When Fraico and his advisers resolved to set up a Totalitarian 
State, they realized that the influence of the Church, which had 

| been a decisive factor in the Civil War, must be retained as a 

| support to the Palange Régime. For the attainment of this unspi- 

| ritual object no effort was spared to complicate the Church in 

| affairs alien to her office and jurisdiction so that her fate 

| Should be linked as closely as possible to the destiny of a political ; 

|} system. By being constantly reminded of the lawlessness that had : 

_ prevailed in those regions of Spain occupied by the Republican 

| Forces, the rank and file of the faithful were to be impressed with 

| the terrible dangers which anything but blind obedience to Falange 

| would entail. At the same time the Church was to be appeased with 

| generous subsidies for the reconstruction of so many of her 

| buildings and institutions and, providing that her ministers would 
be subservient to the Party, they were to be given opportunities 
of exercising their authority and influence throughout the country. 

| Care would be taken to proceed in the opposite manner when bishops 

' or clerics spoke their minds about the evils of totalitarianism. 

' The Pope himself, Pius XI, was indeed subjected to this treatment. 

| When he addressed his Encyclical to the German people condemning 
National-Socialism, in 1957, the copies of the Papal document that 
reached Spain were rigorously suppressed, with the result that at 
the end of the Civil War very few people in Spain knew of the 

| existence of one of the most important Pontifical pronouncements 
| of the century. In 1959 a Pastoral Letter by the Primate of Spain, 
| Cardinal Gom&, making known the duties of Spaniards in war and in 

\.peace, was also suppressed. Cardinal Segura, Archbishop of Seville, 
lost no occasion of proclaimin; his strong disapproval of the 
methods of coercion which the Franco Government began to adopt. 

' In 1941 the Bishop of Calahorra published a Pastoral Letter 
condemning National-Socialism and German racialism and basing his 
resolutions on the teachings of Pius XI and Pius XIl. At the end 

of the Civil War personal byalty and gratitude to Franco caused 
the majority of the clergy to be indulgent with the Falange and 
its actions, but when the European war commenced, their feelings 
changed. This change was not apparent in the Press or in the 
written word generally. Such expression was impossible with the 
iron censorship imposed throughout the Civil War and after. 
Certain priests and bishops like Father Pérez de Urbel and the 
Bishop of Madrid/were branded as “collaborationists"/and others/ 

and looked down upon by the clergy. A great service to the 
Spanish Church had been rendered by the distribution broadcast 
throughout Spain of Pius XI's 1937 Encyclical printed in London. 

In the same way the Bishop of Calahorra's Pastoral reached thou- 
sands of Spanish homes. A prolonged concentration of British 
propaganda on the weak points in the armour of the Falange Régime, 
gave the anti-fascist clergy great encouragement. The Government. 
could not fail to notice how the enthusiastic spirit of Crusade: 
had declined and Falange chiefs made no secret o: their hatred of 
Church leaders who dared to entertain sentiments of opposition. 
The attitude of the regular clergy, i.e. the religious Orders and 
Congregations, was more hostile than that of the secular clergy. 
Generally the communities had more contact with Rome and were | 
naturally better informed. Even before the end of the Civil War 
some of them discreetly kept apart from the organs of the §State. 
Today very few members of these bodies have any contact with State 
Departments. In 1941, after prolonged neoytiations, preliminary. 
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must take, The result has been the nomination, ggnerally, of 
"safe" men, a few known sycophants of Franco, and several strong- 
minded men on whose appointment the Holy See has insisted. 


It need hardly be said that Franco's specious conduct towards 
the Church, ostentatiously showing his deep devotion and fervour, 
but actually aiming at the exploitation of religion for the benefit 
of his Party, was thoroughly approved by his German advisers. 

The machinations of Yon Faupel at Salamanca and the patient 
endeavours of his successor, Von Stohrer, were bearing Bruit. 
Every kind of Papal pronouncement was considered dangerous to the 
Falange Régime. It can safely be said that each utterance by the 
Pope was carefully examined and carefully mutilated before any 
mention of it was allowed to appear in the Press. fhe Papal Nuncio, 
after many months of discussion, succeeded in obtaining permission 
for the publication of a weekly review in which he could be sure 
that the Pope's words would be faithfully reproduced. But even 
this publication haa at times been brow-beaten into submission. 

In spite of all this determined anti-Roman campaign, the Papal 
documents and the courageous protests’of German, Dutch, Belgian, 
Norwegian and other bishops which through the Allied propaganda 
services have penetrated everywhere, have proved the mainstay of 
the great body of Catholic anti-fascists in Spain. 


This is the atmosphere in which the Pope's recent speech of 
June 2nd reached the Spanish people. The Party made a half- 
hearted attempt to belittle the crushing statements of the Pontiff, 
but the Catholic Press has given full prominence to every word of 
the condemnation of National-Socialism. the result has been a 
great heartening of religious opinion generally, coupled with the 
pitiful disillusion of the many thousands of simple folk who had 
been misled by externals and by propaganda using strategy of the 
low6st type. There remains a group of clé@rical die-hards who are 
angry with the Pope and who accuse him of opportunism, but any 
attitude of this kind soon dies a natural death in Spain. 


(Signed) Bernard Malley. 


Jun6 12th, 1945, 
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AIR MINISTRY, 
KING CHARLES STREET, | 
WHITEHALL, S.W.1. 


2ist June, 1945. 


Dear Hoyer-Millar, 


I attach the manuscript of a book which has been 
submitted, for permission to publish, by an R.A.F. officer who 
escaped through Spain. 


Thenanuseript has been examined by the censorship 
authorities who see no security objection to its publication, 
subject to the amendments which they have made. 


There are g however, a number of passages on pages 69, 
9 


70, 71, 73, 7u, 76, 77, 82, 83, 8&4, 85 and 86 which contain 
derogatory remarks about Spain and Spanish prisons. I do 
not suppose that there is any objection to these passages but 
should be grateful if you would have a look at them, particu- 
larly those on pages 73, 82 and 84 and would let me know 
whether, from the Foreign Office point of view, you would 


prefer that they did not appear in a book under the name of 
a R.A.F. author. 


Yours sincerely, eg oY Catnsg, 
CB. ORS | 


F.R. Hoyer-Millar, C.M.G. + C.V.0. 1 
Foreign Office, 
S.W.1. 
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Mr. Bowker to Mr. Churchill.—(Received 2nd July.) 

(No. 359.) 
Sir, Madrid, 26th June, 1945. 

YOU will doubtless be acquainted with the text of the interview which 
General Franco gave on or about the 15th June to the Director of Foreign Services 
of the United Press. While the text has become widely known to the Spanish 
public, largely through the Spanish service of the British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion, the declarations have not yet been published in Spain, the press limiting 
itself on two or three successive days to printing comments on the interview from 
foreign capitals and the preliminary remarks of the United Press correspondent. 
On the previous occasion, some months ago, when General Franco gave an inter- 
view to Mr. Bradford a week passed before the text was published in Spain. It 
seemed at first as if the same procedure would be followed on this occasion. But, 
after the appearance of the carefully selected and bowdlerised press comments 
from abroad, the order seems to have gone out to refrain from further mention 
of the interview. It may well be that it was originally intended to publish the 
text with the enthusiasic foreign commentaries which it was hoped that the inter- 
view would evoke. In the event, however, foreign commentaries probably fell 
short of expectation. The explanation now given in Government circles for the 
failure so far to publish the text of the interview in Spain is that General Franco 
considered his pronouncements to be of such importance for the Spanish people 
as to be unsuited for transmission to it by means of a news agency and that he was 
reserving himself for a more solemn declaration on the same lines at a suitable 
date, probably on the 18th July, the anniversary of the outbreak of the civil war. 

2. As a pronouncement of policy, General Franco’s declarations seem to be 
generally in line with the assessment of his intentions given in my despatch 
No. 334. The statement, in fact, gives little hope of evolution of the régime in 
any of the expected directions. First, the Falange. General Franco admitted 
that Falange had been an obstacle to an understanding with the democratic 
Powers. He also explained that the Minister’s secretary of the party attended 
meetings of the Council of Ministers as a Cabinet Minister and not as a party 
official. But as, according to General Franco, Falange has no political authority, 
it is not to be dissolved, and such purely superficial manifestations as the blue 
shirt and the out-stretched arm salute are not worthy of a decree. General 
Franco’s explanations may not be pleasing to the leaders of the party, but the 
salient point is that Falange is to remain. | 

3. Secondly, the monarchy. General Franco declared his intention to 
constitute a Council of the Kingdom, which at the appropriate moment would 
decide on the question of the succession to the throne. Thus the question of the 
restoration of the monarchy is relegated to an indefinite future. In parenthesis, 
it is of interest to record that Mr. Malley, the assistant press attaché, recently 
learned from a most reliable source that the Archbishop of Toledo, Primate of 
Spain, had had three lengthy conversations with General Franco, in which the 
archbishop urged the general to prepare the way for an early restoration of the 
monarchy. The archbishop said that he had no intention of interfering in politics, 
but felt in conscience bound to warn the head of the State that the Church was 
gravely concerned about the future of the country. As there were plain signs 
that a modification of the régime was being considered by the Government, the 
archbishop pressed the general to take the first step, altering the first article of 
he Fuero de los Espafioles into a proclamation of the ‘“Kingdom of Spain.’’ 
Then a council of regency should be set up at once. His Grace said that he would 
be pleased to act’ as mediator in any negotiation that might be necessary. He 
considered that Spain’s inclination to the Axis had been immoderate and that 
unless there was ‘* a courageous move ’’ ‘now the consequences would be serious. 
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The Spanish Church, he said, would have to justify itself before the world, and 
his brother bishops fully supported this view. The archbishop has been a staunch 
supporter of General Franco, and it is significant that such categorical advice 
should come from this quarter. | 

4. Thirdly, the political machine. General Franco anticipated the holding 
of municipal and other elections, after which Spain would have returned to 
normal political life. As I said in my despatch No. 334, recollections of the recent 
elections for the syndicates are not such as to inspire-in Spaniards much confidence 
in promises of further sorts of elections to come. An informant who has seen the 
Bill for constituting municipal elections told me that the arrangements are likely 
to be in every way as farcical as in the case of the elections of the syndicates. 
The mayors themselves will continue to be appointed by the Government, the 
elections being restricted to the municipal councils. For these, heads of families 
and the syndicates, will elect representatives, who in their turn will elect the 
ra i councillors from a governmental list. The Government will retain 
general powers to intervene in municipal affairs. As an indication of what is in 
store, I learn on good authority that certain anti-Falange elements in the town of 
El Escorial, having heard of the projected municipal elections, and taking them 
in earnest, formed a committee and chose their candidates.for the town council, 
whereupon both committee and candidates were rounded up and imprisoned. 
Thus it seems likely that these new electoral projects will turn out to be a further 
act of window-dressing and a fresh illustration of the apparent conviction of the 
present régime that words solve all ee 

5. If the reception abroad of General Franco’s statement to the representa- 
tive of the United Press has been a disappointment, there is no doubt that the 
San Francisco declaration disqualifying Axis-helped régimes for membership of 
the United Nations, and its specific application by various delegates to Spain, 
came as a considerable shock. For the past weeks the Spanish press had been 
churning out articles purporting to show Spain as an oasis‘of peace and good 
government in a world racked by political strife and threatened by communism. 
This was the main theme of a speech delivered recently by General Franco by 
radio to South America, to inaugurate a new broadcast service. Spain, said 
(general Franco, was not as the campaigns of calumny represented her. “‘ She is 
what you would wish her to be: saint, artist and warrior: upright, munificent 
and wonderful.’’ The proof that Spain was the very contrary of what campaigns 
abroad had made her out to be, was the fact that she had maintained peace during 
the six most difficult years the world had ever known, and the astonishment of 
foreign visitors to Spain on observing the great work already accomplished and 
the advancement of every section of.the national life. Every nation worked out 
its internal problems according to its own tradition and peculiarities. This was 
what Spain herself had done with success, producing an Administration admir- 
ably suited to her needs, which avoided all the evils of capitalism and socialism, © 
while respecting private property and enterprise and safeguarding the individual 
against exploitation. 

6. Lord Templewood, throughout his mission in Spain, lost no opportunity, 
nor has the United States Ambassador since. his arrival, of telling the leading 
Spanish personalities that, as long as the present régime retains its essential 
Fascist character, Spain will inevitably be excluded from the post-war World 
Organisation. This warning has fallen on deaf ears and General Franco and his 
lieutenants, after certain moments of apprehension, seem to have come to the con- 
clusion that he and his régime have now successfully weathered the storm. The 
San Francisco declaration came as a cold douche on this complacency, and the 
efforts which have since been made to show that the declaration could not possibly 
be interpreted as applying to Spain are an indication of the concern which it has 
caused. The official statement issued by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, reported 
in my telegrams Nos. 487 and 488 of the 2nd June, was rs, imo by inspired 
articles in the press, intended to prove that General Franco’s régime, which, in 
fact, was not recognised by Hitler until some two months after its constitution, 
owed neither its formation nor its preservation to German support. In a leading 
article on the 24th June, A'rribd said that the declaration had had a chequere 
history. According to the writer, the declaration had originally been drafted to 
the effect that no régime which had assisted the Axis should be eligible for 
membership. It had then dawned on the drafters that such a condition could only 
apply to Russia, who rendered such invaluable assistance to Germany in 1939 and 
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1940. The article then went on to affirm that a Negrin Government in Spain in 
1940, so far from allowing French levies from North Africa to pass through Spain, 
would have safeguarded Germany’s western flank in the same way as Russia at 
that moment stood as a safeguard to Germany on the east. ‘‘ The fact that, when 
German mechanised divisions, supplied with Russian petrol, surged through 
France, the French army was able to remove its garrisons from a great part of 
the Pyrenees frontier, was due solely to the fact that Franco had previously 
defeated communism. ’’ 

I am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Lisbon, 
his Excellency the Governor of Gibraltar, and the Acting British Consul-General 
at Tangier. 

I have, &c. 
JAMES BOWKER. 
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"British Embassy, 


Madrid, 


26th June, 1945. 
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You will doubtless be acguainted with the text of the inter- 
view which General Branco gave on or about the 15th June to the 
Director of Foreign Services of the United Press. While the text 
has become widely known to the Spanish public, largely through the 
Spanish service of the British Broadcasting Corporation, the 
ageclarations have not yet been published in Spain, the Press 
limiting itself,on two or three successive days, to printing 
conments on the interview from foreign capitals and the pw eliminary 
remarks of the United Press correspondent. On the previous 
occasion, some months ago, when General Franco gave an interview 

to Mir. Bradford, a week passed before the text was published in 
}pain. It seemed at first as if the same proGedure would be 
followed on this occasion. But after the appearance of the 
cerefully selected and bowdlerized press comments from abroad, 

the order seems to have gone out to refrain from further mention 


of the interview. It may well be that it was originally intended 
to publish the text with the enthusiastic foreiyn commentaries 
which it was hoped that the interview would evoke. In the event, 


however, foreign commentaries probably fell short of expectation. 
the explanation now given in Government circles for the failure 

so far to oublish the text or the interview in Spain is that 

General Franco considered his pronouncements to be of such 
importance for the Spanish people as to be unsuited for transmission 
to it by means of a news agency and that he was reservin, himself 
for a more solemn declaration on the same lines at a suitable date, 
probably on the 18th July, the anniversary of the outbreak of the 
Civil War. 271I3k/2 33 


Se As a pronouncement of policy, Zeneral Franco's declara- 
tions seem to be generally in line vi Uy the assessment of his 
intentions given in my despatch No. 304, The statement, in fact, 
vives little hope of evolution of the régime in any of the expeéted 
directions. First, the Falange. General Franco admitted that 
Falange had been an obstacle to an understandin,; with the democra- 
tic powers. He also explained that the Minister's Secretary of 
the Party attended meetin.s of the Council of Ministers as a 
Cabinet minister and not as a Party official. But as, according 
to General Franco, Falange has no political authority, it is not 
to be dissolved, and such purely superficial manifestations as 
the blue shirt, and the out-stretched arm salute are not worthy of 
a decree. General Franco's explanations may not be pleasing to 

| the leaders of the Party, but the salient point is that Falange is 


to remain. 
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Oe Secondly, the lonarchy. General Franco declared his 
intentian to constitute a Council of the Kingdom, which at the 
appropriate moment would decide on the question of the succession 
to the throne. Thus the guestion of the restoration of the 

| Monarchy is relegatéd to an indefinite future. In parenthesis 
it is of interest to record that ir. Malley, the Assistant Press 
Attaché, recently learned from a most reliable source that the 
Archbishop of Toledo, Primate of Spain, had had three lengthy 
conversations with General Franco in which the Archbishop urged 
the General to prepare the way for an early restoration of the 


/ Monarchy 


The Right Honourable 
Winston Churchill, C.H., M.P., 
etc., etc., etc.. 
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Mionarchy. The Archbishop said that he had no intention of 
interfering in politics, but felt in conscience bound to warn the 
Head oi the State that the Church was gravely concerned about the 
future of the country. As there were plain signs that a modifi- 
cation of the régime was being considered by the Government, the 
Archbishop pressed the General to take the first step, altering 

the first article of the Fuero de los Espafloles into a proclama- 
tion of the “Kingdom of Spain,” Then a council of regency should 
be set up at once, His Grace said that he would be pleasd to act 
as mediator in any negotiation that mi.ht be necessary. He 
considered that Spain's inclination to the Axis had been immoderate 
and that unless there was “a courageous move” now, the consequences 
would be serious. The Spanish Church, he said, would have to 
Justify itself before the world and his brother bishops fully 
supported this view. The Archbishop has been a staunch supporter 
of General Franco and it is significant that such categorical 
advice should come from this quarter. 


ch, Thirdly, the political macnine. General Franco antici- 
pated the holding of municipal and other elections, after which 
Spain would have returned to normal political life. As I said 
in my despatch No. 354, recollections of the recent elections for 
the Syndicates are not such as to inspfre in Spaniards much 
confidence in promises of further sorts of elections to come, An 
informant who has seen the bill for constituting municipal 
elections told me that the arrangements are likely to be in every 
way as farcical as in the case of the elections of the dsyndicates. 
The Mayors themselves will continue to be appointed by the Govern- 
ment, the elections being restricted to the municipal councils. 
For these, heads of families and the Syndieates will elect 
representatives, who in their turn will elect the municipal 
councillors from a governmental list. The Government will retain 
general powers to intervene in municipal affairs. As an indica- 
tion of what is in store, I learn on good authority that certain 
anti-Falange elements Hn the town of El Escorial, having heard of 
the projected municipal elections, and takin.; them in earnest, 
formed a committee and chose their candidates for the town council, 
wnereupon both committee and candidates were rounded up and 
imprisoned. Thus it seems likely, that these new electoral 
projects will turn out to be a further act of window dressing and 
a fresh illustration of the apparent conviction of the present 
régime that words Solve all problems. 
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D. If the reception abroaé of General Franco's statement 
to the representative of the United Press has been a disappointment, 
there is no doubt that the San Francisco declaration disqualifying 
Axis helped régimes for membership of the United Nations, and its 
specific application by various delegates to Spain, came as a 
considerable shock. For the past weeks, the Spanish press had 
been churning out articles purporting to shew Spain as an oasis of 
peace and good government in a world racked by political strife md 
threatened by communism. This was the main theme of a speech 
delivered recently by General Franco by radio to South America, to 
inaugurate a new brgodcast service. Spain, said General Franco, 
was not as the campaigns of calumny represented her. "She is 
what you would wish her to be; saint, artist and warrior; upright, 
munificent and wonderful." The proof that Spain was the very 
contrary of what cempaigns abroad had made her out to be, was the 
fact that she had maintained peace during the sdx most difficult 
years the world had ever known, and the astonishment of foreign 
visitors to Sfain on observing the great work already accomplished 
and the advancement of every section of the national life. aay 
Every nation worked out its internal problems according to its own 
tradition and peculiarities. This was what Spain herself had  ~ 
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done with success, producing an administration admirably suited 
to her needs, which avoided all the evils of capitalism and 
socialism, whiie respecting private property and enterprise and 


safe-guarding the individual against exploitation. 


6. Lord Templewood throughout his mission in Spain lost no 
opportunity, nor has the United S8ates Ambassador since his arrival, 
of telling the leading Spanish personalities that as long as the 
present régime retains its essential -Fascist character, Spain will 
inevitably be excluded from the post-war World Orgmisation. This 
warning has fallen on deaf ears and General Franco and his 
Lieutenants, after certsin moments of apprehension, seem to have 
come to the conclusion that he and his régime have now successfully 
weathered the storm. The San Francisco declaration came as a cold 
douche on this complacency and the efforts which have since been 
made to shew that the declaration could not possibly be interpreted 
as applying to Spain are an indication of the concern which it has 
caused. The official statement issued by the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, reported in my telegrams Nos. 487 and 488 of the 2nd June, 
vas followed by inspired articles in the press intended to prove 

4 that General Franco's régime, which in fact was not recognised by 
Hitier until some two months after its constitution, owed neither 
its formation nor its preservation to German support. In a leading 
article on the 24th June, “Arriba” said that the declaration had 
had a chequered history. According to the writer, the declaration 
had originally been drafted to the effect that no régime which had 
assisted the Axis should be elivible for membership. It had then 
dawned on the drafters that such a condition could only apply to 
Russia, who rendered such invaluable assistance to Germany in 1959 
and 1940, The article then went on to affirm that a Negrin 
7overnment in Spain in 1940, so far from allowing French levies 
from North Africa to pass through Spain, would have safe-yuarded 
Germany's western flank in the same way as Russia at that moment 
stood as a safe--uard to Germany on the east. "The fact that 
when German mechanized divisions, supplied with Russian petrol, 
surged through France, the French army was able to remove its 
sarrisons from a great part of the Pyrenees frontier, was due 
solely to the fact° that Franco had previously defeated communism." 
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I am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Lisbon, His Excellency the Governor of Gibraltar 
and the Acting British Consul-General at Tangier. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 


Six, 


VVF TRtiurr ~ AY 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


Gacee ee - 
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Any reply to this communication 


should quote 


the following reference 6: BOARD OF TRADE, 
T... 927/43... ees MILLBANK, 74 


Your Ret.%49.5'709/ 233/41. _ Lonpon, S.W.1 


P. 


29th June, 1945. 


(23% Net 


Dear Garr@, 70 g 
—_™ 

Thank you for your letter of 23rd June which 
reached me yesterday. We have given some thought to 
the new Spanish law which authorises a modification of 
the existing Customs classifications and duties. 
From the formal treaty point of view I am afraid we 
have no grounds for complaint and we feel that on the 
whole it would be best not to take any action at any 
rate at the present stage. It is, of course, 
impossible to say whether action might or might not 
be desirable later, when the Commission has been 
appointed and got going. 


Yours sincerely, 


Garrgn Esq., 
Foreign Office, 
Whitehall, 

S oWelLe 
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reech 18th July: impending changes im Geuncii o: 
sg enticipated General Franco’s speech will 


be. similar to his recent statement to the United 


Press, except that his statements about Falange 
will go even further, and he wiil announce 
its seperation from the State. 

Discusses #eew the talk about impending — 


changes in Council of Ministers. 


—_ 


Par, ’ 
‘ 
t VG ( Avears pt) 


British Embassy, gH x 


Madrid. 
ord July, 1945. 


The months of June and July in Madrid, before the more 
fortunate Madrilifios leave for the coast, always produce a crop 
of political rumours. This year is no exception. It is 
generally anticipated that General Franco will make a speech on 
the 18th July, the anniversary of the beginning of the Civil War, 
on the lines of his recent statement to the representative of the 
United Press. General Garcia Valifio, the Chief of Staff of the 
Spanish Army, told the Military Attaché this morning that General 
Franco was even expected in his speech to go further than in his 
statement and to announce, among other things, the complete 
separation of Falange from the State and the abolition of the post 
of Minister-Secretary of the Party. Prosnostications about 
General Franco's intentions with regard to the Falange have 
hitherto invariably proved untrue. 


z. There is much talk of impending changes in the Council 
of Ministers. It has been an open secret for some time that 
sefior Carceller has his eye on the Ministry of Finance, in 
succession to Sefor Benjumea, whose health is bad and who plays 
a more or less passive part in the affairs of his Ministry. If 
this change takes place, Sefior Carceller will no doubt see that 
his successor at the Ministry of Commerce is one who can be relied 
on to act more or less under his direction. It has been said 
that the man he has in view for the post is Sefior Arburu® former 
Under-Secretary of the Ministry of Commerce and now Director of 
the Banco Exterior. General Garcia Valifio told Brigadier Torr 
that other changes were likely, particularly in the Services 
Ministries. According to him both Sefior Asensio, the Minister 
of War, and General Vig6on, the Minister: of Air, are to go, the 
latter being succeeded by General Orgaéz. It is thought that 
General Garcia Valifio himself aspires to replace Sefior Asensio 
as Minister of War. | 


3. Time will show what truth there is in these rumours. 
There seems little doubt that in his expected speech General 
Franco will do his best to give the impression, both at home and 
abroad, that the Spanish ship of state is now running before a 
fair wind of democratic evolution. It is to be doubted whether 
the impression he will try to give will be in accordance with the 
facts. 


4, I am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's 
Anbassador at Lisbon, His Excellency the Governor of Gibraltar 
and His Majesty's Consul-General at Tangier. — 

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 


Sir, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


Se Se 


The Right Honourable 
Winston Ghurehill, C.H., M.P., 
etc., etc,, étc.. 
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Numb |% 88359/235/41 Committee of Cultural Belstions, 
» fransmits copy ef translation as above. 
FRO Bowker, Madrid. Falange party will be strongly represented on 


Committee, whose members will see that decisions 
No 372.77/8/45. | are in cenformity with Party ideas, y 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 
MADRID. 


hth July, 1945. 


I have the honour to transmit herewith a copy 
in translation of a Decree of the 5th June, 1945, which 
was published in the Official Bulletin of the /th June, 
a “re-oOrganising the Committee of Cultural Relations. 


2. It will be seen that the Falange party will 
be directly and strongly represented on the Committee, 
of which the powers remain unaltered. ‘Thus the Vice- 
Secretary for Popular Education, who is one of the 
members, also holds the rank of Under-Secretary of the 
Partye He is appointed by the liinister—Secretary of 
the Party, Arrese. j.oreover, or the other members at 
least the Under-Secretary of National Hducation and 
Director of Political Studies are known to be fervent 
members pf the Falange party and together with the 
Vice-Secretary for Popular Education can be relied on 
to see that the Comait tee’ s decisions are in conformi ty 
with Party idease 


5e In general it can be said that the list might 
have been drawn up by Serrano Suner three or four years 
AG O5s 
I have the honour to,be, 
with the highest respect, Sir, 
Your most,hunible, obedient 
servant, 


MOD ree ’ 
The Right Honourable 


Winston S. Churchill, C.H., Me Pe y 
etc., etc.e, etc. 


/ Foreign Office, S.We 1. 


Y @ 
@ ‘TRANSLATION 
Decree of the 5th June, 1945, for 
The Re-Organisation of the Committee of 


Cultural Relations 


000 


lxperience has shown the disadvantages from the point of 
view of the efficiency of the mission entrusted to the Committee 
of Cultural Relations caused by the excessive number of persons 
called to form part of it, in the form in which it was re-established 
by virtue of Article 6 of the Decree of the 16th February, 1938, 
and with the object of correcting these inconveniences and to 
allow representation in this Committee of new organisations crested 
later than the above date at the proposal of the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and after deliberation by the Council of liinisters, 


DECREE: 


Article 4: The Committee of Cultural Relations of the hinistry 
or Toreion Affairs will be constituted as follows: 


President, the liinister for Foreign Affairs. 


Vice-President, 1) The Under-Secretary of Foreign Affairs. 
2) The Under-Secretary of National Education. 


liembers, The Director-General of Fine Arts. 
The Vice-Secretary of Popular Education. 
A representative of the “Raimundo Lulio” 
and "jiarcelino Menéndez Pelayo” foundations. 
A representative of the "Alfonso X @]- 
Sabio” and “Juan de la Cierva” foundations. © 
A representative of the "Santiago Ramén ~~ 
y Cajal" and "Alonso de Herrera”: founda- 
tions, and three representatives from the » 
Higher Council for Scientific Res@arch. | 
The Secretary-General of the Higher 
Council for Scientific Researche 
The Rector of the University of Madrid. 


An Academician from each of the Royal Academies: 


&) Spanish 
9) of. History 
10) of Pine Arts 
ll) of Gxect, Physical-and Natural Sciences. 
12).of Moral ERG Fortsicel Sciences, | 
a ‘of Nédicine ana~ 
24) of Pharmacy, ap ointed at the suggestion. 
of thé respective. academies. ier" 
15) The Director of the Institute: of. political 
Studies. | 
16) The. Director of the National Insti tute of 
17) The . President Of the Commit tee for. * oe 
| interchange. and Acquigi¢ien of: DOCKETS 
“gy RNS TAD RORI Gk se 
3) bers Hage * Vommisston 


Tis." 


21) The Head of the Cultural Relations 
Section of the Ministry of Foreign 


Affairs in his cabacity as Secretary 
of the Committee. 


Article 2: <A full meeting of the Committee will be held 
obligatorily at least once every three months and a permanent 


commission composed of the following members will assume charge 
of the current despatch of affairs: 


The Under-Secfetary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, who 


in thevabsence of the Minister of the Department, will preside 
over the Commissione 


The Under-Secretary of the Minister of National Education, who 


in the absence of the Minister and the, Under-Secretary for Foréign 
Affairs, will preside over the Commission. 


The Secretary-General of the Higher Council of Seientific 
Researche 


The Director of the National Institute of Spanish Books. 


the President of the Permanent Commission of the Higher Council 
of ifissions. 


The Secretary of the Council of Hispanidad. 


of the Cultural Relations Section of the Ministry of 
‘Tairs, who will continue to be the Secretary of -the 


Article 3: With the previous knowledge of the full .Comnittee 
of Cultural Relations, the jiinister for Foreign Affairs. is authorised 


to approve the rules for the internal working of it and its 
Permanent Commission. 


Article 4: The powers of the Committee continue to be those 


which were assigned to it by the Royal Decrees of the 27th December, 
1926, 28th February, 1927, and by the Rule of the following 21st 
hMarche 7 


Article 5: The orders which oppose the present: Deereé/are 
annullede } 
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British Embassy, 


Madrid. 


No. 378 
(1/174/45) ¢, 10th July, 1945. 


Sif, 


I have the honour to inform you that it was 
announced in the Spanish press on June 15th last that 
on the previous day the new bishops of Coria and Osma, 
Semores D. Francisco Cavero Tormo and D. §sgaturnino 
Rubio Montiel, had given their oath of allegiance to 
General Franco.at the Pardo. | 


. Dr. Cavero Tormo was born,on May <srd, 188<. 
Until 1926 he exercised his ministry in the city of 
Murcia, He was then appointed a Canon of Granada 

and Rector of the Pontifical University of that city. 
In 1955 the Holy See appointed him Dean of Granada. 
The new bishop is a cultured teacher and good adminis- 
trator with no political antecedents. | 


a Dr. Rubio Montiel was born on September 2z9th,1889. 
His whole life has been devoted to parish work and he 
earned a great reputation for his social work among 
the rural population of the region known as La Rioja. 
He also has no political antecedents. 


I have the honour to be, witn ‘the highest respect, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


aE, 


The Right Honourable : 
Winston Churchig@l, C.H., M.P., 
6tc. , 6US., OCLC... 


Ry» sitfiiin, Sinai: 


Madrid. 
No. 378. 


(1/174/45 ) 10th July, 1946. 


sir, 


I have the honour to inform you that it was 
announged in the Spanish press on June 15th last that 
on the previous day the new bishops of Coria and Osgma, 
Sefiores D. Francisco Cavero Tormo and D, Saturnino 
Rubio Montiel, had given their oath of allegiance to 
General Franco at the Pardo. 


2. Dr. Cavero Tormo was born on May 23rd, 1882. 
Until 1926 he exercised his ministry in the city of 
Murcia. He was then appointed a Canon of Granada 
and Reetor of the Pontifical University of that eity. 
In 1935 the Holy See appointed him Dean of Granada. 
The new bishop is a cultured teacher and good adminis- 
trator with no political antecedents. 


S. Dr. Rubio Montiel was born on September 29th,1889. 
His whole life hag been devoted to parish work and he 
earned a great reputation for his social work among 
the rural population of the region known as Ja Rioja. 
He also has no politigal antecedents. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 
Sir 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


(Signed) JAMES BOWKER. 
The Right Honourable 
Winston Churehiil, C.H., M.P., 
etc., etc. , ete.. 
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Number | rete ére to Madrid despatch 37] (Z 8166/233/41) 
TELEGRAM FRom MI: Highly placed Falange officials assume a? 
Rueben. Meter will include departure of some Falange ministers 
dnd suppression of post of Minister-Secretary of 
No. 589 the Party. 
| Discusses possible intention of Franco and like- 
Dated 14th July, 19465 lihood of Falange being deprived at least externally | 
pe aaa of its political power. Spanish Bill of Rights has 
in Registry 16th July,19%5; been approved by Cortes with modifications. 
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day 2. the aie cae the speech which he was ‘generally 

| to make to-day, July 18th. that is so, 
rumours of impending political changes have once 

again proved erroneous: General Franco announced 

his intention of ementually restoring the monarchy 

but made it pretty clear that he regarded this as a 

matter for the distant future and so far from 

indicating any weakening of the Falange, he spoke of | 

the monarchy as guaranteeing the spirit of the Falange J 

movement and of social progress. | 


Altogether it looks as though once again at the 
last minute the hesitant General Franco has balked 
at the Falange fence. 
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14th July, 1945 Ri 7e50 a@em. 15th July, 1945 


Repeated to Tangier 
” Governor Gibraltar, 
Lisbon. 


ee ae 
LMPORTANT 


My despatch Noe. 371. 


Rumours of impending political changes have 
intensified, p:rticularly since the pens cation of a 
sensational arbBicle in the ABC of July llth on the theme 
that it was necessary for Spain "to remove camouflage 
necessitated oY the war and now no longer required". 
nh galy placed Falange officials seem to be assuming changes 
Will include the departure of some of Falange ministers 
and the = ression of post of Minister ~ Secretary of the 
Party. nder Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
told me today that Senor jrrese was packing up his papers. 


2e Through all the normal confusion of rumours it 
looks as if General Franco has now autioritadively imposed 
a plan previously contemplated but since Teld in Suspense. 
Plan consists of depriving the Falange at least externally 
of its political power and replacing certain Falange 
ministers by men who canbe presented as Catholics and 
Monarehists but are in fact first and foremost Franco's 
men who owe their position to the regime and may be relied 
on to aa through Franco's policy. The test of 


Franco's sincerity would seem 


(1) that vue post of Secretary - llinister (k 
position of the Falange's political machine) is abolished 
and Arrese removed and if so 


(2) that the iMnistry of the Interior is not given 
to an essentially party man. 


Under the present aysten Civil Governors who are also 
ay sag delegates of the party receive orders primarily 
om the Mimister-Secretary. th the suppression of 
the latter post they will once again become dependent on 
the Minister of the Interior. 


Oe There is talk of a ghange in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on the grounds tas l as Lequerica 
remains there is little possibility of an iuprovenent in 
relations between Spain and France. Changes are also 
© Hr % : anticipated 
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Toth July 1945. Re 1640 pele BST 18th July 1945, 


Repeated to Lisbon 
Gibraltar Saving. 


00000 


. Franco's speech before the National Council yesterday was 
devoted mainly to a summary of the achievements of the régime 
in maintaining neutrality throughout the war, “even in those 
moments when the world thought the war decided and interven- 
tion seemed to promise material advantages", in establishing 
internal order and peace on the ruins left by the Republic 
and in fashioning the main bases of the New Spain in the 
Council of State, the Cortes Bill of Rights and law of local 
administration. He referred to the American and British 
guarantees at the time of the North African landings as 
having made Spain's neutrality easier at a difficult and 
dangerous moment, 


2. In phrases of characteristic circumlocution Franeo 
declared that Spain would return to the monarchy, Republican 
Government in Spain having proved itself a failure, But he 
made it clear that there would be no interim period in whieh 
his own powers would be suspended and that the monarchy would 
"have to be stronger than possible LEDs undec] of individual 
persons" and would have to guarantee "spirit of our movement". 
He gave it to be understood that a law defining the nature 
and functions of the Monarchy would be submitted to the Cortes 
at the appropriate moment. ere was no indication when such 
a law would be forthcoming nor any specific reference to Don 
JUaNe 


Se The only reference to the Falange was a sentence to 
the effect that the best laws would be of little value if the 
spirit of Falange were to falter. 


4, Arriba to-day publishes supplementary attacks on King 
Alfonso X111‘'s monarchy and Republic, 


5. No announcement has yet been made of any Ministerial 
changes. 
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7 2608 ISH EMBASSY, 


MADR IDe 


Jul oy 9 L945 o 
Dear DMepartment, 


“Our letter of Janusry 26th in reply to 
yours ]f0e C17190/26/L1, of 6th January, about the 
appointments of various new Civil Governors. 


We enclose reports about the Civil Governors 
st Logrono and Palencia, which have now been 
received from His lisjesty's Consul at Bilbao. 

the new. appointments at Badajoz 
Leon are still outstanding and we shall sende 
1 to you as soon as they have been received. 


Yours ever, 


Chancerye 


roreien Office, 
De We | e 


ad 


.. 


JOS MARIA FRONTERA-de HARO, - G a 
Recently appointed Civil.Gevernor at q : 
Palencia. 


prior to the Spanish Civil War; subject was a Professor 
at the "Instituto" at Calahorrs (Rioja). Tt is not knowa 
to which volitical party he belonged. at that period, but.on 
the outbreak of war in Spein he ininediately took over the 
Slealdia" of Galahorra. He was the Governor's (Sr. Belloc's) 
ri csht-hand man at a time when mass executions took place in 
thatéistricte Tt is said that‘in the town of Calahorrea 
5 tans (which has a population of 14,000), 800 persons - 
including 50 women —- were executed during FRONTERA'sS mayorshinps 


Throughout his period oz office he behaved as a typical 
Fascist agespot, imposing his will, at. whatever cost, in 
orcer to assert his authority. He decided, for instance, 
to pull down a number of buildings, reconstruct others and 
widen certain streetse He wes strongly advised against this 
scheme by all concerned, but although he finally. admitted 
he wes wrons, he persisted in carrying -1t throusch to show 
who was “bos 3's 


During his sojourn in Caiahorrs he married the daughter 
of a grain merchant and, sccording to reports, the business 


} 


at once began to flourish exceptionally. 


Subject is now very interested-in the srain business 


2 
. s sa > - “2 , . . - einten, : : d- , . . a + 
himself, and his appointment to PP: sléenecia = primerily a 
<r) 4. e+ — ae 4. . =_ * fie — 
Wheat crowins district — is: very.convenicent for hiide 


Before his espovointment to Avila, FPRONETERA. was Governor 
at Guadalajara: and Ciudad Real, in which orevinees his 
brothers-in-lLaw now ocecunvy. important posts ih the National 
Wheat Synaicates. 


Uvr mere lum * 


LUIS MARTINEZ de ALBARELLOS, 
Civil Governor of Logrono. 


Subject, who was at one time head of PFalange 
in Zaragoza, is 6 rabid Famist and throughout the 
war has been notoriously pro-German. .Kven at 
this stege he continues to make inciting speeches 
using terms such @s “hay que salir a la calle a 
vencer del todo a nuestros enemigos" ("we must go 
out into. the street to finish off our enemies") - 
this referring, presumably to the Communists. 


On the other hand subj has done sood work 


} be 


to attend 
Thus, the food 
situation in Lorrono is. quite satisfactory 


compared with that in other.Provinces 


@ 


pource, who claims to have a friend close to 
subject, states that while he, subject, privately 


considers everything possible should be cone in 
Spain to: help the Germens, in public he has been 
hesrad to speak quite well recently of the Allies. 
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NE Press announcement about. reconstructién of Spanish 
egistry vernment. 7 > 


Numbes Z 8652/233/h2. 


TELEGRAM FROM Refers to Madrid telegram 5h6 (Z 8511/233/1 
Mr.Bowker, Madrid. Announcement as above appeared in Press en “A saa. 


N553 
Dated 218t July,1945. 


Received 


171 Registr 2520 July 91 94.56 


Spain. 


- —_— 


Last Paper. 


> gboo 


References. 


(How disposed, of.) 


(Action 
comple 


h* 3% ae 


Next Paper. 


Crabs?) 


5.20 p.m GIT 2ist July 


1945. 
5.00 pem BST 2ist July 
1945. 


Repeated to Stas Eevine, 7 9652 
shon ° 


y, ' 
"Benes 2 iM 
My telegrau No, 546, —@S/s fr> rig 
A general reconstruction of the Spanish 
Government is announced in to-day’s press of whieh 
details are contained in my inmediately following 
telegram, 
Compats follow. 


L 


& PAIN 


gistry 


tarde airs: qpteiis about reconstruction of Spanish Government: 
TELEGRAM FROM ’ 


Mr.Bowker, Madrid. Refers to Madrid telegram 553 (Z 8652/233/l1 ). 


by Transmits list of name rf 
Ao. : Ss ol new appointments 
554 those leaving officedthose retaining office. 


Hue st TJuly,1945. 
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Mr, Bowker, D. 3.15 pom 2ist July, 1945. 


No, 554 
Re 11,30 p.m, 218% July, 1945, 
2ist July, 1925. 


Repeated to Lisbon Saving No. 3A, 
Gibraltar Saving No. 17, 


My immediately preceding telegram, 
Following are new appointments, 


Fereign Affairs, Alberto Martin Artajo, 
Raimundo Fernandes Cuesta, 
Fidei Davila, 
Rear Admiral Francisco, Kagal ado. 
> Eduardo Gonzalez Gallarza. 
Public Works, Jose Maria Fernandez, Ladreda, 
Agriculture, Carlos Rein Segura, 
Industry and | 
Commerce, Juan Antonio Suances, 


Following leave office, 
Foreign Affairs, Lequerica, 


Minister Secretary 
of party, Arrese, 
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SPAIN 


oo tl rae _— -_—~s 


Comments on New Spanish Government. 


Number 0% 8676/233/ « Refers to Madrid telegram 554 €8657/233/41). 
TELEGRAM FROM Comments on new appointments which constitute an 
Mr.Bowker, Madrid. important reduction in political power of the 
a Falange, a significant step by Franco in the right 
No. 555 direction. 


Registry 


Dated OA8t July 1 95. 
Received 


in Registry 25rd July 4 945) 


Z : Spain. 
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I think Mr. Gloan underrates the importance of 
the suppression of the post of Minister Secretary of 
the Party. Although there are still five Falangists 
in the Government, one of them in the key post of 
Minister of the Interior, the changes undoubtedly 
represent a semfews blow to the position of the 
Palangist party in Spain. This does not mean that the 
character of the Spanish régime has been radically 
altered over night, but rather that General Franco has 
made such modification as he thinks necessary both from 
the internal and external points of view. 


From the internal point of view it is, I think, 
clear from General Franco's speech of July 17th (2.8402 
and %.8511) and from Mr. Bowker"s commehts on the 
Cabinet changes in this telegram, including his 
information that several Monarchists were approached but 
refused to accept appointments, that General Franco is 
trying to take the wind out of the sails of the 
Monarchists by showing himself outwardly in favour of 
an eventual Monarchist restoration, though he 
undoubtedly intends to postpone such a restoration 


indefinitely. 


Prom the external point of view he no doubt hopes 
to give the impression both in Great Britain and the 
U.S. that there is a real change of heart in Spain. 

He has plenty of evidence of the increased interest 
which Soviet. Russia is showing in Spain and he has felt 
himself compelled to take a distasteful step to 
reinsure himself with the Western democracies. General 
Franco does not make changes so long as he feels his 
position to be strong. It looks as though his 
complacency has been some@hat shaken at last. 
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I think that the significance of the departure of : 


Arrese is exaggerated by Mr. Bowker. True, the Falange 


is no longer represented as a party in this Cabinet; but 


there are still five Falangists in the goverment. 


Girén, the Left-wing extremist remains,and the substitut-— 


ion of Cuesta for Aunos is a definite we for Spanish 
Cive 
justice. Moreover, so long as the Previnetel Governors, 


who control local administration, remain Falange delegate 


the Party interests are not likely to suffer. In this 


week's P,I,Summary I have given my own opinion of these 


changes. In itself the new government is nothing; its 


interest lies in what it may lead to, 


LAD Seen, 
Hb: 


a ae) 7) one}; see “Y, 


27th July, 1915. 


[CYPHER] GENERAL DISTRIBUTION 


FROM MADRID 70 FOREIGN CHFICE 
Mr. Bowker, De 5.00 DeRe July 22nd, 1945. 


t, 1945. R. 11.45 pom. July 22nd, 1945. 
Repes.ted to Lisbon 
- Tangier 
and Gibraltar. I 
Q Q ae AS } 
My telegrams Nos. 555 Nai 654. > S 


2. New Govermment contains five essential Falange 
Miinisters, three old and two new, aS compared with 
before. Blas Perez and M party man, remains at Mini 
of Interier. Most significant feature of change 
sup ag n of post o ie ye mt sche 

m now on part no separa 
oe the Government. nt on balance, changes constitute, 
an important reduction in political power of pe gh me 
for this reason must be recognised as a signifi step 
by France in the right direction, 


5. <A reason for departure of Lequerica and Aunos 
(Justice) seems| to be the fact that y led oppo position to 
irrese in CotMcil of Ministers and Franco has felt it necessary 
to sacrifice them as at least a gesture of compensation. 


4. Carceller'’s departure seems te be mainly due to the 
fact that he would not agree to France's statement about the 
Monarchy in his speech on January 19th, having himself 


consistently recommended evolution owards Presidential 
ke public. 


(i. ( ees. 24. Sees - RW = = —_— 


Oo.» The new Minister for Fore Affairs is a lawyer 
40 years old, honest and conscientious, a leading member of 
the Cetholic "Party Y> LKp-uaise ? ue... Falange former member 


os Gil Robles‘s ot Sy ed as nearest a 
uivalent to a Christian .. 


erat (c.f. weeperss one 
2 deult). He will presumably be in’ clese teuch with General 
rance. 


6. Re lacement of Carceller g Rm isa »°, *exerane- 
As head of National ine $i Sa;ten of _ 
industrial connexiens with Ge and is sant a anti 
British. He has ambitions plans aw deve nt 

indus and is a partisan bf nationalisation. At ieeet : 
should e less venal than Carceller. 


my ‘iv we 


CUP YRiunit =~ 


7. The changes in service ministries appear to have 
little pelitical significanee. 


8. France seems to have wished to give Government a more 
, stre Venarchist complexion since several Monarchists were 
| but refused accept appeintments. 


All retiring ministers have received highest Spanish 
on 
ay as heat f 
Ay 4 a% 
zt Go -F 
Sec: 


(This isan un sional version of a Secret cypher message and unless it 
is mark '#. (One Time Pad) the text must first be paraphrased if it 
is essential to communicate it to persons outside British ond Jnited States ? 
Government Services.) - 


vomm emmy) OUTWARD TELEGRAM ng 


Yim 


BROM:  0D.0O, E ao 
WPEAED 70. CANADA QOVT.) 4, - a 


AUSTRALIA K ee. 
NEW ZEALAND ( “ ne Lad 
souTH AFRIcA( " ), AAC" 


(sent 10.35 pomo, 24th July, 1945) 


atin Fa satay Yt A 


D. No. 1288 SECRET. 
SPAIN, 


Reconstituted Spanish-government, announced on July 2Tst, 
contains five Falange Ministers ag compared with seven before, 
Post of Minister Secretary of Falange Party is suppressed, so that 
party will no longer ‘be specifically represented in Government. 
On balance changes. constitute en important pga rte in political 
power of Falange and must be recognised as a significant step by 
Franco in right direction. 


20 Lequerica, Minister for Foreign Affairs, and Aunos, Minister 
of Justice, in the former government, who led opposition * Arrese, 
Minister Secretary of Falange, ere probably sacrificed eas 

gestures of compensation, , 


or Artajo, new Minister for oreden Affeirs, is a lawyer, 40 years 
old, honest end a leading member, of Catholic Party. He is regarded 
as nearest Spanish otetereen* to a Christian Democrat (0. P.M. Bidmult), 


&, Franco seems to have wished to give government more strongly 
monarchist complexion. Several monerchists were approached but 
refused to accept appointments. 


OGpy tore : Pt haaaen 

Csbinet offices Sir. E. Bridges 

Foreign Office Sir B. Wewton | \ 
Mr. G.B.B. Heathoote-Gmith ee 
ee TAP Gerren eee 


yey | Z 8873/233/41. 


FROM "Times" 
(extract). 


No. 


Dated 26th July,1945. 
Received ) 50th July, 
in Registry 1945. 


Z: Spain 
nis, 


Times article on situation in Spain. 

In article entitled "General Franco's unsolved 
problems" Times correspondent discusses fact that 
"nothing happened" in Spain to mark fall of German 
National; Socialisn, Emphasizes that Spaniards 
failed to respond to exclusion of Spain ~~ 
world organization of peace because attention was 
fixed on British general election, Discusses also 
faith in Mr. Churchill, the ack-market, position 


of the Palange and Anglo-united States- spanish 


commercial relations. 
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GENERAL FRANCO’S. UNSOLVED 
PROBLEMS 


i 
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|THE DANGER OF A DECEPTIVE PROSPERITY 


From a Correspondent 


Little has changed in Spain since the 
allied victory in Europe. Of a round 
10,000 Germans there, a few have been 
interned at Caldas de Malavella, on the 
lovely Catalan coast. The others mostly 
possess hidden funds and may draw up 
to 5,000 pesetas, or over £100, a month. 


As for the Spaniards themselves, their 
civil liberties are now defined in a Bill 
of Rights, based on the Constitution of 
1876, which has been approved by the 
Cortes; and General Franco's Govern- 
ment has assumed a slightly different com- 
plexion. Otherwise the situation in the 
peninsula develops only by dint of delays. 
A qui no pasa nada (Nothing happens here] 
is the ironical Spanish catch-phrase for 
this recurrent state of affairs. 

It was hardly surprising that “ nothing 
happened” in Spain to mark the fall of 
German National Socialism, although 
both enemies and supporters of the Cau- 
dillo expected trouble after VE Day. The 
many preventive arrests made at that time 
were a sign of nervousness behind the 
scenes. Socialists, Liberals, and others 
were afforded a chance to consult together 
‘In prison, a favourite Spanish meeting- 
place, and have been denounced by some 
Communists in consequence as ~“ re- 
actionary anglophils.” The northern 
frontier was reinforced, lest Republican 
leaders should ‘somehow unite to form 
an exile Government in France which 
might rally the Spanish maquis in a 
further attempt to smoke out the last lair 
of Fascism in Europe. But the country 
remained peaceful, and for managing to 
keep the peace, rather than his promise 
that 1,000,000 Spaniards would bar the 
eastern approaches to besieged Berlin, a 
grateful Press heaped on General Franco 
all the praise at its command. 

Conversely a chorus of official indigna- 
tion greeted the proposal at San Francisco 
that Spain should be excluded from the 
organization of world peace. But, either 
‘agreeing with the motion, or for once in- 
different to a slur on his national honour, 
the average Spaniard failed to respond. 
His attention was fixed on the general 
election in Britain. He had not heard, 
and anyhow did not share, Indalecio 
Prieto’s comfortable view that a Labour 
victory at the polls would mean a third 
Republic for Spain, whereas if the Con- 
servatives won they would favour restora- 
tion of a constitutional monarchy in the 
person of Don Juan. Seftor Prieto is the 
shrewdest of the Republican refugees, and 
probably the only prodigal whose return 
many moderates among his fellow- 
countrymen would welcome. But Mexico 
is a long way off, and its oracles strike 
them as apt to be over-sanguine. 


FAITH IN MR. CHURCHILL 


The man in the Spanish. street is 
convinced that his fate depends largely 
on the British elector, not simply on 
a trial of strength between the United 
States and Russia as his rulers would 
have him believe. Except for. the 
extremists on either side, Spaniards oi 
almost every class and party profess un- 
bounded faith in Mr. Churchill, whom 
they-admire and even idolize. But, watch- 
ing from their vantage-point the chaos of 
the outside world, most Spaniards are in- 
clined to “ wait and see.” They are less 
concerned with Potsdam than with the 
next meeting of Parliament in London. 

Normality and neutrality are synony- 
mous terms. Spain was never wholly 
neutral during the war, and only by com- 
parison with the rest of a war-torn Conti- 
nent can she be reckoned normal to-day. 
If it is normal in Spain to feed well or go 
hungry, to enjoy life and fear for liberty, 
to proclaim all men equal and certain ideas 
as justly punishable by death, then 
Spain. still remains true to old tradi- 
tions of her own. Spaniards have 
always excelled at making wise laws and 

| 1 1€ [avdie wn 


so, trade has thriven at the expense of 
industry. Certain principles of the corrupt 
and cumbersome syndicalist system have 
been ‘allowed to lapse, but it still hangs on 
the economic life of the nation, a bureau- 
cratic millstone. 

Spain badly needs capital goods. She 
needs the tools. In 1940-41 the British 
Treasury placed more than £6,000,000 at 
her disposal; but she availed herself 
grudgingly of only three-quarters, and the 
transaction was kept practically secret 
from the Spanish people. The punctual 
repayment of these loans is worth noting 
incidentally. War-time supply difficulties 
were, of course, the Chief obstacle to the 
modern development of Spanish industry. 
But the rulers of Spain were pro-German, 
and the boom they contrived was artificial 
from the start, for acute shortages could 
not be remedied, and luxury values inflated 
the whole soaring fabric of existence, until 
all Spain became a vast black market. At 
first el estraperlo was a crime. Soon it 
was too commonplace to be accounted an 
Offence. This might not matter if pro- 
duction could keep pace with necgssity. 
Spain’s natural resources are prodigious, 
and there is plenty df money in the 
country. But it is unequally distributed, 
and machinery wears out. Owing to the 
grossest lack of foresight, Spain will be 
hard put to :t to meet the coming emer- 
gency, unless she can buy the right wares 
on foreign markets and accept financial 
aid to foster her export trade. The alter- 
native is revolution—and greater misery. 


RIPPLES ON THE SURFACE 

This danger can still be averted. But a 
real change rather than mere modifica- 
tions of internal policy must precede 
economic readjustment, for the Spanish 
position is sO anomalous that it cannot 
be sustained indefinitely. Two years have 
passed since the then American Ambassa- 
dor gave Count Jordana 21 valid reasons 
why anyone but a Falangist would “ be 
justified in believing that Spain is a 
Fascist country,” and 18 months later, on 
retiring to the House of Lords, the British 
Ambassador could still recall the activi- 
ties of the Gestapo on Spanish soil. Since 
then there have been bright ripples on the 
surface, but no more. Exiles not included 
in the category of Spanish war criminals 
have been invited to return home, and the 
abolition of political charges marks 
another gradual improvement in the dis- 
pensation of justice. If full inquiry into 
police methods were possible, the truth 
might be found midway between the 
accusations of obnoxious and_ illegal 
brutality formulated by one side and their 
uncompfomising denial by the other. 
The lifting of the censorship on outgoing 
foreign Press messages and of the ban on 


the bulk of British journals were sensible } 


moves, and the extension of the value of | 
imported English books from £20,000 to 
£30,000 a year (though the previous 
German quota stood at £80,000) was also 
a step in the right direction. 

But when General Franco denies 


Falangist predominance in Spanish affairs | 


he forgets that his own embarrassing 
dictum, “I believe in Spain because I 
believe in Falange,” is written large on 
walls throughout the country. Pérhaps 
the “ uncontrollable ” elements of a patty 
whose titular head is the Caudillo himself 
will now cease making rowdy demonstra- 


tion of sympathies in which they have 


been encouraged. Meanwhile displaced 
persons are arbitrarily committed to hard 
labour at Nanclares de Oca, in the com-. 
pany of vagabonds and perverts, or to the 
concentration camp at Miranda de Ebro. 


OUTLOOK FOR TRADE 


The appointment of a Council of State 
may fan royalist hopes of an eventful 
restoration, but vague talk of sincere 
elections and freedom of the local Press 
seems to sérve General Franco as bait for 
further tranquil fishing in troubled. demo- 
cratic waters. The world at large learns 
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that Spain should be excluded from the|dor gave Count Jordana 21 valid reasons 


organization of world peace. But, either why anyone but a Falangist would “ be 
agreeing with the motion, or for once in-|. tified in helievi that Snai 
different to a slur on his national honour, |J@°"* - fete ge oe ea 
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the average Spaniard failed to respond. 
His attention was fixed on the general 
election in Britain. He had not heard, 
and anyhow did not share, Indalecio 
Prieto’s comfortable view that-a Labour 
victory at the polls would mean a third 
Republic for Spain, whereas if the Con- 
servatives won they would favour restora- 
tion of a constitutional monarchy in the 
person of Don Juan. Seftor Prieto is the 
shrewdest of the Republican refugees, and 
probably the only prodigal whose return 
many moderates among his fellow- 
countrymen would welcome. But Mexico 
is a long way off, and its oracles strike 
them as apt to be over-sanguine. 


FAITH IN MR. CHURCHILL 


convinced that his fate depends largely 
on the British elector, not simply on 
a trial of strength between the United 
States and Russia as his rulers would 
have him believe. Except for the 
extremists on either side, Spaniards oi 
almost every class and party profess un- 
bounded faith in Mr. Churchill, whom 
they admire and even idolize. But, watch- 
ing from their vantage-point the chaos of 
the outside world, most Spaniards are in- 
clined to “ wait and see.” They are less 
concerned with Potsdam than with the 
next meeting of Parliament in London. 

Normality and neutrality are synony- 
mous terms. Spain was never wholly 
neutral during the war, and only by com- 
parison with the rest of a war-torn Conti- 
nent can she be reckoned normal to-day. 
If it is normal in Spain to feed well or go 
hungry, to enjoy life and fear for liberty, 
to proclaim all men equal and certain ideas 
as justly punishable by death, then 
Spain. still remains true to old tradi- 
tions of her own. Spaniards have 
always excelled at making wise laws and 
breaking them. Hence the fable which 
relates that Heaven granted every request 
of perhaps the worst of Spanish kings by 
showering all manner of earthly blessings 
on his people, only to deny his final plea 
for good government. He had asked for 
courage, beauty, cattle,’ wheat, riches, 
song, and wine; but order and justice he 
added as an afterthought, and the risk of 
a mass migration of angels led to the 
Divine refusal. 

In a country of contrasts this is the 
greatest—and it is the crux of a permanent 
problem. At the moment Spanish pros- 
perity is still on the increase ; yet the cost 
of living rises steadily. Essential rations, 
including oil and rice, have been cut 
recently. A hard winter lies ahead. ~The 
tragic failure of crops is due to three 
exceptionally dry years in succession, 
aggravated by lack of fertilizers. The 
crippling restrictions of electric power, 
light, and water can only partly be excused 
by natural causes. The havoc of the civil 
war made rehabilitation in the midst of a 
greater war an extremely difficult task, 
which was accomplished largely by means 
of a rigidly disciplined economy. Even 


Fascist country,” and 18 months later, on 
retiring to the House of Lords, the British 


Ambassador could still recall the activi- 


ties of the Gestapo on Spanish soil. Since 
then there have been bright ripples on the 
surface, but no more. Exiles not included 
in the category of Spanish war criminals 
have been invited to return home, and the 


abolition of political charges marks 
another gradual improvement in the dis- 


pensation of justice. If full inquiry into 
police methods were possible, the truth 
might be found midway between the 
accusations of obnoxious and _ illegal 
brutality formulated by one side and their 
uncompfomising denial by the other. 
The lifting of the censorship on outgoing 
foreign Press messages and of the ban on 


The man in the Spanish street :,|the bulk of British journals were sensible 


moves, and the extension of the value of 
imported English books from £20,000 to 
£30,000 a year (though the previous 
German quota stood at £80,000) was also 
a step in the right direction. 

But .when General Franco denies 
Falangist predominance in Spanish affairs 
he forgets that his own embarrassing 
dictum, “I believe in Spain because I 
believe in Falange,” is written large on 
walls throughout the country. Perhaps 
the “ uncontrollable ” elements of a pagty 
whose titular head is the Caudillo himself 
will now cease making rowdy demonstra- 


tion of sympathies in which they have 


been encouraged. Meanwhile displaced 
persons are arbitrarily committed to hard 
labour at Nanclares de Oca, in the com- 
pany of vagabonds and perverts, or to the 
concentration camp at Miranda de Ebro. 


OUTLOOK FOR TRADE 


The appointment of a Council of State 
may fan royalist hopes of an eventful 
restoration, but vague talk of sincere 
elections and freedom of the local Press 
seems to sérve General Franco as bait for 
further tranquil fishing in troubled. demo- 
cratic waters. The world at large learns 
of these boons through an American news 
agency, but the Spanish Press itself is not 
free to impart the news to its readers. 

The Portuguese would commonly 
describe such subterfuges as intended para 
o inglés ver—to pass muster with the 
English. Actually the Spanish Govern- 
ment’s every effort is bent on courting the 
Americans. While Britain is linked by a 
solitary aeroplane a week with a country 
where for seven months she has had no 
Ambassador, the successor to Mr. Carlton 
Hayes at the American Embassy is an 
experienced businessman at the head of 
a mission actively engaged in establishing 
closer commercial relations with Spain. 
But whereas the United States can more 
readily deliver the goods which the 
Spaniards want, the advantage on the 
financial side lies with the British exporter, 
if he cares to use it. Spain is short of 
dollars, but her clearing with the United 
Kingdom shows an even balance which 
does not warrant any reluctance to trade. 
Those willing to trade with Spain need not 
fear for their investments. The pressure 
to buy and sell is undeniable and growing. 
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Mr. Bowker to Mr. Eden.—(Received 3rd August.) 
(No. 409.) 
Sir, Madrid, 23rd July, 1945. 

IN my telegrams Nos. 553, 554 and 555 I reported the composition of General 
Franco’s new avertianales and commented on the changes made. I now have the 
honour to send you the accompanying translation(’) of an official communiqué 
issued by the Council of Ministers on the day following the formation of the new 
Government. It will be seen that the new Government is described as representing 
‘‘ a new stage on the road of the material and spiritual restoration ’’ of Spain. 
There is no mention of the Falange. The new Government should be regarded 
as a stage in a series of measures recently effected by General Franco. He has 
himself explained that the recently promulgated Bill of Rights (Fuero de los 
Espafioles) and the law regarding local administration, are the bases of a pro- 
gressive policy for the régime. In his speech on the 17th July he touched on the 
question of the monarchy. The new Government is no doubt intended to be the 
instrument which is to carry out the policy as thus laid down. There seems 
little doubt that General Franco had intended to give the new Government a 
broadér basis since a number of Monarchists were offered posts, but refused them. 
The new team, therefore, is presumably the best which General Franco could 
collect to carry out a policy which, in reality, does not constitute more than a 
preliminary step towards evolution and the team, therefore, gives the impression 
of being a provisional one, although this was probably not General Franco's 
oretall indeebate As long as the state of war, technically, exists in Spain and 
until a considerable amount of legislation is passed, the majority of the admirable 
liberties enumerated in the Bill of Rights will remain in suspense. The law 
concerning local administration, while it provides for a certain amount of 

' decentralisation, does little more as electoral procedure is concerned, than ensure 
that the municipal councils shall have a Government majority. General Franco’s 
references to the restoration of the monarchy amount to little more than a state- 
ment that at some unspecified moment a monarchy will be established which 
will continue his policy. There is every reason to suppose that this statement 
was not the subject of any agreement with Don Juan, and I am told on good 
authority that it has not been accepted by the Monarchists. My informant pointed 
out that the fact that the official representative of Don Juan in Spain, the Infante 
Don Alfonso de Orleans, is virtually in ‘‘ résidence forcée’’ in his house near 
Jerez, is sufficient evidence of the continued lack of any understanding between 
Don Juan and General Franco. 

2. Except in one important respect, the present Government does not differ 
very largely from the former Government. It contains five Falange Ministers 
as compared with seven in the last Government. Miguel Primo de Rivera 
(Marqués de Estella), whose association with Falange is now based on little more 
than the fact that he is the brother of the founder, has left the Government. But 
Sefior Girdén, representative of the Left wing of the party, remains in the Ministry 
of Labour and it is said that he will now represent Ssiceae’s interests in the 
Government. As reported in my telegram No. 555 of the 2ist July, one of the 
reasons for the dismissal of Sefor Lequerica and Sefior Aunds, the Minister of 
Justice, seems to be that as they led the attack against the Minister-Secretary of 

the party, General Franco felt that common decency required that they should 

not * left to triumph over their fallen victim. Probably, also, General Franco 
had nicer migy that he was putting his foreign relations under a disability, 
rticularly in regard to France, as long as Sefior Lequerica remained in office. 
he departing Minister of Justice, Sefior Aunds, together with his Director of 

Prisons, Sefior Sanz, had done a considerable work in cleaning up prison 

conditions and in obtaining the release of numerous political prisoners. His 
successor, Sefior Fernandez Cuesta, an original endl of Falange and an 
unscrupulous epportunist, is not the obvious choice for a continuation of: the work 

It is said, however, that Sefior Aund’s policy has now been adopted by General 

Franco as his own and that he will rely on Sefior Cuesta’s natural servility to 


(*) Not printed. 
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carry itout. There are stories that Sefor Carceller’s notoriously corrupt practices 
have at last. proved too much for General Franco’s conscience, but it is probable 
that he refused to subscribe to General Franco’s policy of eventual restoration of 
the monarchy. Sefior Suances, his successor, is not particularly recommendable, 
judged on his background of association with German industry and his pre- 
dilection for nationalisation. An appointment that may have special significance 
is that of Sefor Martin Artajo as Minister for Foreign Affairs. A young lawyer, 
a former member of Gil Robles’s party and a leading member of Catholic Action, 
he represents the fresh element which General Franco seems now to be trying 
to assimilate into his régime. Honest and conscientious, he seems to be the 
nearest Spanish equivalent to the Christian Democrat who is ‘hy ton to work for 
the evolution of the régime under General Franco. It seems likely that, at any rate 
for a time, he will receive precise instructions from the General. In the past he 
has shown himself personally friendly to British elements here. 

3. The one important respect in which the present Government differs from 
the former is that the post of Minister-Secretary of the party has been suppressed. 
As a result, the Falange party will no longer be separately represented in the 
Government, and the measure, therefore, represents an important set-back for 
the party. In a country where issues are clearer it would be logical to regard 
it as the beginning of the end of the Falange’s political power. An authoritative 
source has affirmed that it is now General Franco’s policy to effect the 
: i Sgralix eclipse ’’ of the Falange. It remains to be seen whether Falange’s 
po itical power continues to be exercised through other less direct channels. I 

ave already received a report that the Falange chiefs in Tangier have decided 
to close down the party machine officially but that the headquarters are bein 
transferred to the Spanish Consulate, where they still enjoy extra-territoria 
rights. 7 
. [ am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Lisbon, 
his Excellency the Governor of Gibraltar, and His Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Tangier. 
I have, &c. 
JAMES BOWKER. 


British Embassy, 


Madrid. 
No. 409. 


(1/-/45) . 25rd July, 1945. 


Sir, / 
In my telegrams Nos. 555 » 054 and 555 .I reported the 
composition of General Franco's new Government and commented 
on the changes made. I now have the honour to send you the 
accompanying traaslation of an official communiqué issued by 
the Council of Ministers on the day following the formation of 
the new Government. It will be seen that the new Government 
is described as representing “a new stage on the road of the 
material and spiritual resforation"™ of Spain. There is no 
mention of the Falange. The new Government should be regarded 
as a stage in a series of measures recently effected by General 
Franco. He has himself explained that the recently promulgated 
Bill of Rights (Fuero de los Espafioles) and the law regarding 
local administration, are the bases of a progressive policy for 
the régime. In his speech on the 17th July he touched on the 
question of the monarchy. The new Government is no doubt 
intended to be the instrument which is to carry out the policy 
as thus laid down. There seems little doubt that General Franco 
had intended to give the new Government a broader basis since a 
number of monarchists were offered posts, but refused them. The 
new team, therefore, is presumably the best which General Franco 
could collect to carry out a policy which, in reality, does not 
constitute more than a preliminary step towards evolution and the 
team, therefore, gives the impression of being a provisional one, 
although this was probably not General Franco's original intention. 
As long as the state of war, technically, exists in Spain and until 
' a considerable amount of legislation is passed, the majority of 
the admirable liberties enumerated in the Bill of Rights will 
remain in suspense. The law concerning local administration, 
while it provides for a certain amount of decentralization, does 
little more as(electoral procedure is concerned, than ensure that 
the municipal councils shall have a Government majority. General 
Franco's references to the restoration of the monarchy amount to 
little more than a statement that at some unspecified moment a 
monarchy will be established which will continue his policy. 
There is every reason to suppose that this statement was not the 
subject of any agreement with Don Juan, and I am told on good 
authority that it has not been accepted by the monarchists. My 
informant pointed out that the fact that the official representa- 
tive of Don Juan in Spain, the Infante Don Alfonso de Orleans, is 
virtually in “résidence forcée“ in his house near Jerez, is 
sufficient evidence of the continued lack of any understanding 
between Don Juan and General Franco. 


2. Except in one important respect, the present Government 
does not differ very largely from the former Government. It . 
contains five Palange Ministers as compared with seven in the 
last Government. Miguel Primo de Rivera (Marqués de Estella), 
whose association with FPalange is now based on little more than 
the fact that he is the brother of the founder, has left the 
Government. But Sefior Girén, representative of the left wing of 
the Party, remains in the Ministry of Labour and it is said that 
he will now represent Falange's interests in the Government. 


/ As 
The Right Honourable . 
Winston Churchill, C.H., M.P., 

etc., etc., etc.. 


os 


As reported in my telegram No. 555 of 2lst July, one of the 
reasons for the dismissal of Sefior Lequerica and Sefior Aunés, the 
Minister of Justice, seems to be that as they led the attack 
against the Minister-Secretary of the Party, General Franco felt 
that common decency required that they should not be left to 
triumph over their fallen victim. Probably, also, General Franco 
had appreciated that he was putting his foreign relations under a 
disability, particularly in regard to France, as long as Sefior 
Lequerica remained in office. The departing Minister of Justice, 
Sefior Aunés, together with his Director of Prisohs, Sefior Sanz, had 
done a considerable work in cleaning up prison conditions and in 
obtaining the release of numerous political prisoners. His 
successor, Sefior Fernéndez Cuesta, an original member of Falange 
and an unscrupulous opportunist, is not the obvious choice for a 
continuation of the work. It is said, however, that Sefior Aunés's 
policy has now been adopted by General Franco as his own and that 
he will rely on Sefior Cuesta'’s natural servility to carry it out. 
There are stories that Sefior Carceller's notoriously corrupt 
practices have at last proved too much for General Franco's 
conscience, but it is probable that he refused to subscribe to 
General Franco's policy of eventual restoration of the monarchy. 
Sefior Suances, his successor, is not particularly recommendable, 
judged on his background of association with German industry and 
his predilection for nationalization. An appointment that may 
have special significance is that of Sefior Martin Artajo as 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. A young lawyer, a former member of 
Gil Robles's party and a leading member of Catholic Action, he 
represents the fresh element which General Franco seems now to be 
trying to assimilate into his régime. Honest conscientious, 
he seems to be the nearest Spanish equivalent to/Christian Democrat 
who is prepared to work for the evolution of the régime under 
General Franco. It seems likely that, at any rate for a time, he 
‘will receive precise instructions from the General. In the past 
he has shewn himself personally friendly to British elements here. 


Oe The one important respect in which the present Government 
differs from the former is that the post of Minister-Secretary of 
the Party has been suppressed. As a result, the Falange party 
will no longer be separately represented in the Government, and 
the measure, therefcre, represents an important set-back for the 
Party. In a country where issues are clearer it would be logical 
to regard it as the beginning of the end of the Falange's political 
power. An authoritative source has affirmed that it is now 
General Franco's policy to effect the “progressive eclipse" of the 
Falange. It remains to be seen whether Falange's political power 
continues to be exercised through other less direct channels. I 
have already received a report that the Falange chiefs in Tangier 
have decided to close down the party machine officially but that 
the headquarters are being transferred to the Spanish Consulate, 
where they still enjoy extra-territorial rights. 


I am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Lisbon, His Excellency the Governor of Gibraltar, 
and His Majesty's Consul-General at Tangier. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


1A rag 
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Enclosure to.liadrid Despatch Noe 409 of 25th July, 1945- 


ee 


TRANSLATION 


The Government which today begins its political life 
under the presidency of the Caudillo of Spain, represents a4 new 
stage on the road of the spiritual and material restoration of 
our country, a stege for the continuation of the fruitful labour 
carried out by vorevious sovernments which will be pushed forward 
in accordance with the directives outlined by the Head of the 
State in his last speech. 


In the sphere of foreigfen policy the Government 
reiterates the noble desire of the Spanish people to collaborate, 
within the limits of its possibilities, in the promotion of the 
spiritual fellowship of the peoples, maintaining pacific 


5 


relations with all of them, and it ratifies its traditional 


' bonds or cordiality with the Portuguese nation and with the 


lbero-American nations, while et the same time it emphssises 
1ts sympathy and affection for the ]ioroccan people. 


the internal sphere the period begins which is 
isurated by the two recently-approved Puno amental laws: 
Fuero de los Espanoles (Spanish Bill of Richts) and the 
of Local overnment, and the Government pledges itself to 
ontinue the dignit ied exercise of justice and the maintenance 


of all Svaniards. 


so far as regards the unusual difficulties which 
adverse metereolosical conditions have brousht about in the 
Supplies of the nation and in some of its fundamental products, 
the sovernnent continuing the policy which is already being 
followed, will adopt those measures which contribute to 
reducin:; the damages, conrident oz encountering complete 
understanding ana all necessary collaboration. 

Yithout prejudice to meetins this need of prime 
importance, the tesk which is slready In full swing will. be 
continued of strensthening our Treas and bringing our 
economy. to an equilibrium by me ans Of the necessary agricultural, 
industrial and commercial developments: which may contribute 
to. the improvement of the conditions of life of Spaniards and 

nait 


= 


particularly those of humblest co) 


ie 


In this sense the Government accepts with: cood will 
_MOCERRGEN ERE the policy of social justice, .thanks 
nee of social lecislation and the concrete. cheracter 
al institutions, maintaining our country. in the 
the peop Fe who are interested in assuring to 
workers the material and spiritual welfare to which 
they have a right in their capecity as creators of the national 
wealth and because of the dignity and consideration which 
work*“laims in the Christian social order. 
f 
The Government similarly declares its intention 
of intensifying its cultural policy, applying the effective 
instrument of the new law of Primary . Jducetion, without 
forgetting the continued mt, eet whieh’ scientific research 
and production require and th interest and- zeal which. must be 
applied and the degree or bemtbett ah Which must be, achieved... 
in the interests of the education of Spanish youths7al1 that 


concerns our: university life. 


Pinally,: the new Government, in beginning its political 
life today, affirms its faith in the future of Spain, confident. 
that all Spaniards will continue to contribute to the great 
task of raising in a common effort, on its. traditional “founda- 
tions, the definitive structure of the Spanish State. 


‘ | 22 
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3 TRANSLATIO 


The Government which today begins its political life 
under the prealdency of the Caudillo of Spain, represents a new 
stage on the road of the spiritual and material restoration of 
our country, a stage for the continuation of the fruitful labour 
carried out by previous ronerens’s which will be pushed forward 
in accordance with the directives outlined by the Head of the 
State in his last speech. 


In the sphere of foreign policy the Government 
reiterates the noble desire of the Spanish people to collaborate, 
within the limits of its possibilities, in the promotion of the 
spiritual fellowship of the peoples, maintaining pacific 
relations with all of them, and it ratifies its traditional 
bonds of cordiality with the Portugueee nation and with the 
Ibero-American nations, while at the same time it emphasises 
its sympathy and affection for the Moroccan people. 


In the internal sphere the period begins which is 
inaugurated by the two recently-approved fundamental laws: 
the Fuero de los Espafmoles (Spanish Bill of Rights) and the 
Law of Local Government, and the Government pledges itself to 
continue the dignified exercise of justice and the maintenance 
of the rights of all Spaniards. 


In so far as regards the anusual difficulties which 
adverse metereological conditions have brought about in the 
supplies of the nation and in some of its fundamental products, 
the Government continuing the policy which is already being 
followed, will adopt those measures which contribute to 
reducing the damages, confident of encountering complete 
understanding and all necessary collaboration. 


Without prejudice to meeting this need of prime 
importance, the task whigh is already in full swing will be 
continued of strengthening our Treasury and bringing our 
economy to an equilibRiaam by means of the necessary agricultural, 
industrial and commercial developments which may contribute 
to the improvement of the conditions of life of Spaniards and 
particularly those of humblest condition. 


In this sense the Government accepts with good will 
the task of accentuating the policy of social justice, thanks 
to the advance of social legislation and the concrete character 
of its social institutions, maintaining our country in the 
first line of the peoples who are interested in assuring to 
their workers the material and spiritual welfare to which 
they have a right in their capacity as creators of the national 
wealth and because of the dignity and consideration which 
work claims in the Christian social order. 
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The Government similarly declares its intention 
of intensify its cultural policy, applying the effective 
instrument of the new law of Primary Education, without 
forgetting the continued support which scientific research 
and production require and the interest and zeal which must be 
applied and the degree of perfection which must be, achieved 
in the interests of the education of Spanish youth;7all that 
concerns our university life. 


Finally, the new Government, in begtnntns its political 
life today, affirms its faith in the future of Spain, confident 
thet all Speniards will continue to contribute to the great 

task of raising in a common effort, on its traditional founda~- 
tions, the definitive structure of the Spanish State. 
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Number 2. {9117/2334 a assy, Madrid. 

Mr. Butterworth thought situation was making 
FROM Foreign Office progress. He reyerred to relaxation of restrictions 
Yinute, Mr. Harvey on.movements of press correspondents and the 

No : summoning of the Cortes. He stated that possibly 
the only alternative at present to General 

Franco was another dictatorship by another General. 
Mr. Harvey referred to sir vy. Mallet's first 

Received ht meeting with Franco. wr. Butteworth would 

in Registry #UD Aug. 1945 probably favour a more sympathetic attitude ) 
rs towards Franco thaf&{&¥ State Department would approve. 
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Mr. George brought Mr- Butterworth of the 
United States Embassy in Madrid to see me this 
morning. Mr- Butterworth is on his way back to 
Madrid from having spent three weeks in Washington. 
I asked him how he thought the situation in 
Spain was evolving and he seemed to take the view 
that there was in fact some slight progress. The 
recent relaxation of the restrictions on the > 
movements of Press correspondents wasasignificant 
step, whilst the summoning of the Cortes although 
it was a packed one, would probably lead to a 
certain amount.of political ventilation. On the 
other hand, the Opposition Parties in Spain were 
divided, the Monarchists were reluctant to take «~«.<. 
any move and the supporters of the Left had no 
leaders. He thought himself that the only 
alternativé/;present to General Franco was another 
Dictatorship probably by another General. The 
Spanish leaders outside Spain had no following 
except possibly Senor Prieto. 


I said that Sir Victor Mallet had heen 
instructed to keep in close touch with his American 
colleague and that he had already had his first 
conversation with General Franco, in which he had 
spoken pretty bluntly of our attitude towards the 
régime. I said that I expected that the British 
and American Delegations at Potsdam would have had 
some opportunity of exchanging views on the subject 
of Spain, although we had had no information as 
yet ourselves. 


Mr. Butterworth made it clear that he thought 
any departure from our present line of policy in 
the sense of more marked disapproval of General 


Franco/ 


Franco would be a mistake. Indeed, I suspected that 
he would favour a rather more sympathetic attitude than 
the State Department approved. | 
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FROM Sir V.Mallet, 
Madrid. 


No. 423, 
(102/58/45 ) 
Dated Bist July, 1945. 


Received. Tt August ,1945 
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Memorial service for Hitler at Santander, 
~  'Bansmits copy of aide memoire to the 
Ministry of.Foreign Affairs dated 15th July 
bringing to notice service as above gnd pro German 
placards ammouncing Hitler's triumph in death. 
Refers to review called Volugtad wherein Hitler's- 
is portrayed as martyr and hero. Review opens 
with eulogy of Franco with photograph in prominent 
position on front page. Copied Barcelona and 
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~- Majesty’s Ambassador at Madr ig,e> 


»nesents his compliments to Helle Pe SeSeke Ae y 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documénts. 


British. BNR ASSY. ». 


Jist July, | 
Reference to previous correspondence: 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Copy of aide-wémoire | Memorial service 
to Ministry of | for Hitler at Santan- 
Foreign Affairs, | der. 
dated July 13th, 19445. 


| 
Copy sent to: 
arcelona 
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The imbassy have learnt that on May 10th Inst at 10 p.m. 
a memorial service was held for Hitler at the Iglesia de Santa 
Luegia at Santander. The service was organised by the "Amigos 
de Alemania" and a former Captain of the Spanish Blue Division, 
one Alberto Garcia Vicente, played a prominent part. It was 
attended by many of the authorities in Santander. After the 
service and at the entrance of the Church there was some 
hysterical singing, including "Cara al sol," followed by many 
and frenzied cries of “Viva Alemania", "Viva el Gran Reich" 
"Muera Rusia* and “Abajo Inglaterra.” The above-mentioned 
Alberto Garcia Vicente is reported to have taken a leading part 
in thie demonstration. In the street, placards announced that 
Hitler had triumphed in death, and other such slogans. 

A further instance of the tendency which exists among 
certain circles in Spain to portray Hitler as a martyred hero 
is to be found in the attached review called “Voluntad” which 
hes besn launched during the month of June at Sarazossa and is 
described as the "Oregano de Combate de las P.J. de ¥." The 
opportunity is taten of a so-called “oracién" on page 5 for 
Hitler, end Mussolini, to portray both as heroic and admirable 
figures for whose deaths the world should be ashamed. {It will 
be seen thet this review opens with a eulogy of General Praneo 
and that His Excellency's photograph occupies a prominent 
position on the front page. 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
MADRID. 
13th July, 1945. 
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Effect of Pc bs dam Dec ales on. On Spanish people. 
Refers to San Sebastian te egran 20 (Z 9240/61/41). 
It is too early yet to judge t on populace as a 
whole. Enemies of régime will ‘endeavour to act on 
distinction-between Spanish Government and people, 
whereas middle classes may stick closer to Franco in 
terror of recurrence of another Civil War. Discusses 
other possible results. Further enquiries are being 
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AMENDED DISTRIBUTION 8th August, 1945 


[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be returned 


by the authorised reeipient and not passed on] 


| CYPHER } CABINET DISTRIBUTION 


FROM SAN SEBASTIAN TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
Sir V. Mallet D. 8.50 pom 7th August,1945 
h Atigcust, 1945 Re 4.10 aem. 8th August,1945 


Repeated to Madrid 


uuu 


iy immediately preceding telegram. 


It is too early to judge the effect of declaration on 
the populace as a whole. ihilst avowed_ enemies of the 
me at top and bottom of the seale will understand and - 
endeavour to act on distinction between the Spanish Govern- 
ment and the Spenise people in the indictment, the middle 
@lasses may well believe that they sink or swim together 
and in their understandable terror of a reeurrence of civil 
wars Bay stick closer to Franco on the principle of “safety 

rst". 


2. Enthusiasm of Spanish exiles and generally 
threatening atmosphere abroad is fully appreciated through 
the radio and general dissemination of rumours. Fears are 
likely to be aroused which may, temporarily at least, help 
to unite inflexible monarchist and Liberal elements with 
Falangist and Army circles in national union. 


Oe Press prepegancs uoted in my immediately pre- 
ceding telegram, coming after more than five years of 
nationalist propaganns will undoubtenny have some effect. 
This will be reinforeed by general realisation that a 
comparative state of bitte. and public order has 
survived European conditions, which are painted in all too 
lurid colours by Spanish press. 


4 There is nevertheless the greatest nervousness 
that all this may be swept aside by some sudden coup from 
an unknown quarter with disastrous consequences. 


5. I am fuller enquiries through Consulates 
and other sources of more de ed information and hope to 
telegraph again shortly. 


OTP 


. 


[CYPHER] DEPARTMENTAL NO, 2 
FROM SAN SEBASTIAN TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Sir V. Mallet. D 8.30 p.m. 7th August, 19 
No, 21 : 
7th A August, 1925. Re 410 a.m, Sth August, 1945. 


a 


: | 
Repeated to Madrid. / ; 92766 : 


' 
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liy immediately preceding telegram, ~ gro} or I. 


It is too early to judge the effect of declaration on 
the populace as a whole. Whilst avowed enemies of the 
regime at top and bottom of ‘the scale will understand and 
endeavour to act on distinction between the Spanish Govern- 
ment and the Spanish people in the indictment, the middle 
classes may well believe that they sink . oF swim together 
and in their understandable terror of a recurrence of civil 
ware may stick closer to Franco on the principle of "safety 

+". 


2. j# Enthusiasm of Spanish exiles and generally 
threatening atmosphere abroad is fully appreciated through 
the radio and general dissemination of rumours, Fears are 
likely to be aroused which may, temporarily at least, help 
to unité inflexible monarchist and Liberal elements with 
Falangist and Army circles in national union. 


3. Press propaganda quoted in my immediately pre- 
ceding telegram, coming after more than five years of 
nationalist propaganda, will undoubtedly have some effect. 
This will be reinforced by general realisation that a 
comparative state of prosperity and public order has 
‘survived Buropéan conditions, which are painted in all too 
lurid colours by Spanish press, 


4. Where is nevertheless the greatest nervousness 
that all this may be swept aside by some sudden coup from 
an unknown quarter with disastrous consequences, 


5. . I em making fuller enquiries through Consulates 
_ and other sources of more detailed information and nae to 
telegraph again shortly. 
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Peemmnnte paper as above by Senor Hurtado 
on Spanish political situation. Senor Hurtafo 
is a well known Spanish jurist. who was a cabinet 
minister under =p ec Politically he is 
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reputation with h extremes. - 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 


PARIS. \or 


7th August, 1945. 


885/14./45. 


Dear Department, 

You may be interested to have the 
attached paper on the situation in Spain. 
It was written by Amadeo Hurtado, who we 
understand is a well-known Spanish jurist 
who was a cabinet minister under the Republic. 
Politically, he is said to be a right-wing 
democrat and has a good reputation with both 
extremes, 


Yours ever, 


Chancery. 


Western Department, 
Foreign Office. 
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Le probleme d'Espagne doit 8tre étudié et résolu comme une ques- 
tion de politique Ch gap plutSt que de politique intérieure, car 
envisagé sous ce deuxieme aspect, le probléme n'aurait pas d'issue 
aisée ni méme peut—@étre possible. Le but de cette note c'est d'indi- 


quer une solution basée sur les facteurs nationaux qui imposent 1l'o- 
rientation indiquée. 


12.— Tous ceux qui connaissent l'Espagne savent que le pays est 
unanimement hostile au régime de Franco et de sa Phalange, mais ils 
savent aussi que les Espagnols supportent avec résignation ce régi- 
me généralement hai,par la crainte qu'un changement,quel qu'il soit, 
puisse reproduire les horreurs de la guerre civile, ce qu’ils veu- 
lent éviter cofite que cofite. 


_ 28.—- La Phalange profite de cet état d'esprit du pays, voila la 
vraie raison qui la maintient au pouvoir. Néanmoins, l'opinion es- 
Pagnole a, dans ces derniers temps, suivi avec intérét le cours de 
la guerre mondiale espérant qu'avec la victoire des alliés 1'Espagne 
serait libérée de l'occupation phalangiste en méme temps que les au- 
tres peuples de l'Europe le seraient de l‘'occupation allemande. 


2.-Cette illusion vague et imprécise non seulement ne s'est pas 
réalisée, mais elle s'est muée en déception. Avec une agilité sur- 
prenante, le régime de Franco et sa Phalange a célébré comme sienne 
propre la victoire des Alliés et il s'est offert publiquement & se 
mettre au service des vainqueurs, contre lesquels il avait eu, -jus- 
qgu'au tout derniers moments, une attitude hostile. Les gens croient 
maintenant que, comme conséquence de ce fait inattendu, les gouver- 
nements alliés, sollicités par d'autres soucis plus graves, ne vou- 
dront pas se mé@ler de la question espagnole, soit pour éviter des 
troubles qui répugnent au peuple intéressé lui-méme, soit que, con- 
Vaincus que le pays n'a pas d'autre option qu'une des deux partiali- 
tés de la derniere guerre civile, ils ne trouvent dans le cdté oppo- 
sé & celui de Franco des forces politiques assez unies et compactes 
pour remplacer celui-ci sans troubles graves. 


42.- Il existe, par contre, un trosieme terme d'option consistant 
a donner des facilités au pays afin qu'il fasse entendre sa voix au 
dessus de toutes les partialités en lutte, ce qu'il n'a pas pu faire 
depuis le commencement de la guerre civile. Pour cela, il faut pla- 
cer le probléme espagnol sur le plan international, d'accord avec les 
principes de la Déclaration finale de la Conférence de Yalta, admise 
aujourd'hui par la totalité des Nations Unies. Ces principes permet- 
tent d'appliquer & l'Espagne la regle générale établie pour régler 
les nouvelles relations internationales sans immixtion directe dans 
les affaires intérieures du pays. Nous voulons parler de cette par- 
tie de la Déclaration qui condamne les Etats satellites de l'axe & 
l'asphyxie d'un isolement total tant qu'ils n'auront pas éliminé . 
les derniers vestiges du nazisme ou du fascisme, et en méme temps, 
offre & ces pays l'assistance des Alliés pour les aider & consti- 
tuer des institutions provisoires de gouvernement qui contractent 
l'obligation d'instaurer,moyennant élections libres, les Gouverne- 
ments définitifs qui, étant expression de la volonté populaire,leur 
permettront d'entrer dans la communauté internationale. 


52.—- Le procédé & suivre dans le cas de l'Espagne comprend deux 
termes qui peuvent 6tre ou ne pas 6tre simultanés, au gré des conve- 
nances. L'un, c'est de provoquer la disparition du régime phalangiste; 
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l'autre, c'est d'obtenir son immédiat remplacement provisoire. Pour 
le premier, il faudrait adresser un ultimatum diplomatique & Fran- 
co, lui faisant savoir que toutes les relations politiques et éco- 
nomiques de l'Espagne avec la totalité des Nations Unies doivent 
&tre rompues, pendant que subsistera un régime tel que celui d'au- 
jourd'hui, considéré comme satellite de l'axe. Pour le second, les 
Gouvernements alliés, avant ou aprés avoir obtenu l'effacement de 
Franco, devraient communiquer a l1'Espagne qu'ils sont disposés a 
reconnattre immédiatement comme gouvernement provisoire légitime 
celui gui serait nommé par une institution politique nationale 
étrangere au régime franquiste, sous la condition que ce gouver- 
nement -soit présidé et formé en sa majorité par des personnes, de 
préférence résidant au pays, qui manifestement n'aient pas parti- 
cipé & la guerre civile, tout cela afin d'éviter en cette premiere 
étape des discordes et des rivalités de partis, en accord avec le 
| désir de la plus granée partie de la nation. 


62.— Sur l'execution de ce deuxieme terme du procédé est basé 


tout le plan qu'on propose. Les raisons sur lesquelles il s'appuye 
sont des raisons de fait et tres nettes: 


a) l'existence de ving-cing ou trente formations politiques et 
syndicales en Espagne,empéche de confier aux contingences inm- 
prévisibles d'une insurrection partisane ou & d'autres initia- 
tives personneles,la création d'un gouvernement provisoire. 


b) les gouvernements alliés ne peuvent ni ne doivent s'arroger 
le droit de décider par eux-mémes quels seront les hommes qui 
devront assumer le pouvoir, parce que, a part l'énorme diffi- 
culté de deviner juste, les hommes choisis par ce moyen au - 
Yaient & craindre la réprobation d'une opinion si susceptible 
que l‘espagnole sur ce qui touche l‘amour-propre national. 


c) le souvenir des horreurs de la guerre civile est assez ré- 
cent pour obliger tous les partis qui intervinrent en la tra- 
gédie & rétablir un contact prolongé avec le pays avant de 
prendre a leur charge des fonctions directives que la masse na- 
tionale recevrait de prime abord avec méfiance. 


d) autorisées les Puissances alliées & déclarer quis sont les 
nouveaux Gouvernements des pays satellites de l'axe qui méri- 
tent, par leur origine et par leur composition, leur confian- 
ce en vue de la reprise de leurs relations internationales, 
elles peuvent intervenir diplomatiquement prés d'une seule ins- 
titution nationale espagnole avec plus d'efficacité et une 
plus grande dignité réciproque que ne comporterait l'interven- 
tion politique dans les divergences parmi les plusieurs grou- 
pes qui aspirent & désigner le futur gouvernement. 


e) finalement, cette reconnaissance préalable de la légitimité 
du Gouvernement donnera a celui-ci plus d'autorité qu'a n'in- 
porte quel autre pour mener a bien l'obligation de pacifier le 
Pays en é6liminant Phalange avec tous ses vestiges et en ordon- 
Mant les réparations de justice nécessaires et pour convoquer 


des élections qui décideront du régime et de la constitution 
adéfinitive du pays. 


72.—- Comme cela va de soi, les Gouvernements alliés, en repré- 
sentation des Nations Unies, se réserveront jusqu'dé apres les élec- 
tions un droit de contréle moyennant la réunion de leurs ambassa~- 
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@eurs ou d'une commission spéciale,A l'effet seukement de s'assu- 
rer si le gouvernement provisoire et le gouvernement définitif 
peuvent ou ne peuvent pas mériter la reprise des rapports interna- 
tionaux qu'on aura déniée A Franco. 


82.— Heureusement, parmi les institutions disparues ou suspen- 
dues par la violence franquiste, il en existe une qui parait in- 
alanbe pour remplir la mission de désigner la personne chargée de 
former et de présiéer le gouvernement provisoire. Cette institu- 

Bete He appelée Tribunal de Garanties constitu- 
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tionnelles, exercgait des fonctions de la plus haute importance, 
depuis la révision des lois votées par le Parlement et des dispo- 
sitions du Gouvernement, en les cassant si le Tribunal les estimait 
contraires A la Constitution, jusqu'a juger les délits imputables 

& des ministres et des hauts fonctionnaires, le chef de l'Etat in- 
Clus. Quelques-—uns de ses membres ont disparu dans le dernier ora- 
ge politique, mais ceux qui restent, quel que soit leur nombre, peu- 
vent exercer de nouveau des fonctions qui, par leur caractere, per- 
mettent d'étre assimilées & celles du pouvoir modérateur pour résou- 
fige n'importe quel changement possible du gouvernement provisoire. 
Les gouvernements alliés, en accomplissement de leurs offres d'‘as- 

) sistance pour ces cas, sont ceux qui,moyennant leur organe de con- 

, trdle,devraient inviter les membres du Tribunal de Garanties, en 

3 tant que pouvoir modétateur trnsitoire, & désigner le Président 

: a@u Gouvernement Provisoire, s'ils considérent oportun de renouer les 
| relations extérieures de l'Espagne, en é6vitant a l'avenir 1'éventua- 
1ité de créer, pour ces fonctions transitoires du pouvoir modéra- 

: teur, l'autorité improvisée d'un métropolite ou d'un conseil de 

) régence. 

, 2@,— Il est possible que les partis politiques, au cas ow ils 
seralent consultés, s'opposent & cette solution parce qu'elle peut 

) faire évanouir l'illusion qu'ils caressent tous de représenter la 

. volontépopulaire. Mais en y réfléchissant bien, ils peuvent l'ap- 

. puyer, des monarchistes jusqu'aux communistes, parce qu'elle facili- 
te la constitution d'un Gouvernement provisoire sans les sursauts 
d'une lutte chaotique entre eux et sans préjuger du régime défini- 
tif qui devra sortir des élections libres. Il ne sera pas la premie— 
re fois dans l'histoire politique de l'Espagne ot une solution po-. 
litique analogue ait 6té acceptée unanimement pour sortir d'une con- 
fusion créée par de mutuelles défiances et des rivalités des par- 
tis. Et dans le cas présent, ils admettront le fait accompli s'il 

, l'a été sur l'invitation ou le conseil des Puissances alliées. 
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P OBSERVATION FINALE.- 


L'application de cette formule, inspirée dans le respect des 
sentiments et dans les soucis de l'opinion publique espagnole, ren- 
dra probablement innécessaires des assistances plus grandes des 
Puissances alliées, mais il sera en tout cas du ressort du Gouver- 
nement provisoire de l'Espagne, d‘accord avec l'offre solennelle 
de ces puissances, la faculté de demander et d'obtenir les aides 
qu'on croira nécessaires, compatibles avec l'indépendance de la 
souveraineté nationale. 
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Situation in seein: 

Registry , |, 9328/233/u1 ~~ Refers to San Sebastian telegram No. 9 

Number fF 79E0/ ©I9/"*) (9 9318/337/41). Transmits copy of memorandum as 

a bove on me aspects of political situation as 

FROM S?r vy. Mallett, Poor? ° mo : 7 t ad 

a Tee ER . | affected by British General Blection results an 
eee et ee Mr. Burns comments off effect of Potsdam Declaration. 
No. } Discusses possibility of overthrow of Franco régime 
and imoortance of Spanish army in this connexion. 
Dated 6th August,1945,]| Comments on vossible “nglo-American recognition of 


Received | new régime. Copied Lisbon and Gibraltar. 


in Registry) 1Oth August, 
1945. 
Z: Spain. 
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Last Paper. (Minutes.) 


Lqhke 
This isan interesting despatch which ought, I 
References. think, to be printed with its enclosure K.C.D. To a 
large extent the despatch repeats what we have already 
peen told recently by Madrid or what we have said 
ourselves in our own minutes during the last fortnight 
i,e. that the British elections, coming after the 
Potsdam declaration, have had a profound effect on 
Spain and on Franco, There is therefore a real chance 
now of a radical change in the régime in Spaim-and 
(Print.) of the disappearance of Franco; it would, however, be 
& great mistake for us or any one else to try to 

TER - x accelerate things by direct/intervention; this would 

Only rally Spanish opinion behind Franco or, more 
likely, start another civil war; there is at the 
(How disposed of.) moment no obvious and generally accepted alternative 

to Franco, and in particular‘various "Nevubi ican 

emigrés now in exile in foreign countries have very 
little following in Spain; it is therefore important 
to leave things to develop on their own and give time 
for the Spaniards themselves to work out some 
alternative to the present régime, and to enable the 
force of opinion gradually to convince Franco that the 
time has come for him voluntarily to withdraw. 


| Kel ron 


Augu st 14th 1945. 


I think it must be faced that the only people 
(Action who can turn Franco out are the Generels and so the 
To next Spanish Government is likely to be that of 


another Spanish General. He may be, we hope, an 


it is unlikely that he will be Liberal to begin with, 
at any rate in the sense hoped for by democratic 
Opinion abroad. However, an evolution of this 

Next Paper. kind might be the best approach to a really more 
democratic régime. 


Oh | A improvement on Franco, or possibly a monarchist, but 
ws 
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= y 4, * i) ' 

attr ‘moment I: think we have got Franco exactly 
where we want him and we should maintain what Sir 
V. Mallet calls;"“an ominous attitude” placing the 
onus on the Spaniards for finding a way out. Hence 
the great importance of doing nothing which Franco a 
use as an attack on Spanish rights to rally opinion 
about him. 


CO Marr, 


15th August, 1945. 


han ht 


. | 
a ‘ 


be ome 


Girculated to the Cabinet by direction o) _L 
The Secretary ef State for Foreign Affaire 14 
HIS DOCUMENT I8 THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT 
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Sir 'V. Mallet to Mr. Bevin.—(Received 10th August.) 


(No. 8. Secret.) 
Sir, San Sebastian, 6th August, 1945. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 9 of the 3rd August, I have the honour 
to transmit to you the accompanying copy of a memorandum by Mr. Burns, press 
attaché at this embassy, on some aspects of the political situation here as affected 
by the General Election results. The memorandum includes a record of a long 
conversation between Mr. Burns and Sefior Artajo, the new Spanish Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, who is an old acquaintance of his. Mr. Burns comments upon 
the effect on Spanish opinion of the British elections and of the Potsdam declara- 
tion regarding Spain. There is no doubt that these two events have produced 1n 
responsible circles a feeling of great anxiety. I have, moreover, good reason to 
believe that my plain speaking to General Franco when presenting my credentials 
has not failed to make an impression, and I hear that a most useful effect has been 
produced by the remarks made by my United States colleague to an official of the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs when Mr. Armour explained that there was complete 
identity of view between the United States and British Governments. 

2. I cannot venture, after so few days in this country, to offer any very 
weighty comment upon what Mr. Burns has written, and I can only record first 
impressions. It seems to me of primary importance that the transition from the 
Franco régime to something new should, when it eventually happens, take place 
without any risk of plunging this unhappy country into such violent commotion 
that a fresh civil war might ensue. I believe it to be true that there is still a great 
feeling of war weariness, and that nobody except a few Communist extremists 
really wish for a new outbreak, but passions are so easily aroused in Spain that 
once disorder begins there is no knowing how far it may go. There is no doubt 
that not only the Monarchists of all complexions, but also the great mass of 
republicans would bitterly resist an attempt to stir up civil strife by exiles such as 
Senor Negrin who, I am advised, would stand no chance of rallying support 
around them and would meet with short shrift even from the men of the Left. It 
is Clear that anxiety exists in many quarters lest the new British Government may 
attempt to impose upon Spain some of these discredited leaders. 

3. Apart from the obvious undesirability of a new civil war, it is also clear 
that any attempt at an armed rising by the Left would be doomed to failure on 
account of the strength and good organisation of the Spanish army. Everyone 
whom I have met is in agreement that the army, as has always been the case in 
Spanish history, has in its hands the power to overthrow the present régime and 
set up anew one. The army, in fact, appears to provide the only safe means by 
which a provisional Government could be set up to inaugurate a new régime. 
Inevitably, a period of transition would have to take place, as there is at present 
no constitution which would facilitate the immediate restoration either of a 
monarchy or a republic. The army leaders are undoubtedly impressed with the 
fact that, sooner or later, Franco will have to go, but they appear to be somewhat 
alarmed lest, having brought off their coup against Franco, they might find their 
provisional régime without recognition or moral support from abroad. If they 
felt that at such a moment they were likely to be faced with a demand to bring 
back an exiled republican Government, they would prefer to keep Franco with all 
his disadvantages, and in this they would have the backing of the great bulk of 
moderate opinion in this country. 


4. When the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs speculates on what course 
of action His mae * Government are now likely to take, it is clear that he is 
thinking as a realist, and it seems to me very salutary that he should be in this 
state of alarm. It is equally important that he should not in any way get the 
idea into his head that he can play off the Americans against us, and I feel sure 
that Mr. Armour will do everything possible to prevent any such misconception. 
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5. It is not yet at all clear what the real effect upon the generals has been of 
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the Potsdam declaration. The official Spanish counter-blast shows that Franco 


has been stung. Whether the generals will. now rally round him from an 
exaggerated sense of Spanish pride, resenting, as many of them do, the accusation 
that Franco’s rising was entirely the result of Axis intervention, or whether they 
may decide at last to face realities and take action against Franco is at present an 
unknown factor. I think that we: must give events a little time now, and be 
careful not to make any precipitate move which could consolidate the army with 
the Franco régime once more. The line to take with Sefior Artajo seems to me to 
be to maintain an ominous attitude, and to put the next move up to him by asking 
what way out he is thinking of. As it has hitherto been our policy not to attempt 
to dictate to the Spaniards what new form of government they should choose to 
replace Franco’s régime, it seems to be the right thing to continue to place the 
onus on the Spaniards of finding a way out. Nevertheless the time may come 
before very long, when it will be for consideration whether the Americans and 
ourselves can go a little further and indicate to enquirers that there would in 
principle be no obstacle to the eventual recognition of whatever new régime might 
emerge, provided that it was of a nature to obtain the general acceptance of the 
responsible elements in Spain. 


J am sending copies of this despatch to His Majestv’s Ambassador at Lisbon 
and the Civil Governor at Gibraltar. 


I have, &c. 
V. A. L. MALLET. 


Enclosure. 
Memorandum. 


THE British election results have precipitated a crisis in Spanish internal 
affairs which has been latent during the last two years, a crisis which was hinted 
at in the Spanish Government m Reaadie a few days earlier and which must 
inevitably be confirmed with the decision of the Berlin Conference is fully appre- 
clated by the Spanish Government and the Spanish people. The Spanish Govern- 
ment's note on the Berlin Conference, published to-day, is a little more than 
an interjection in a very long story. 

The election results brought in a forceful element hitherto absent from the 
Spanish mind: the element of time. Whereas one had grown accustomed in these 
last years to questions from Spaniards as to the chances of one development or 
another, to a variety of claims and political theories, all directed against the 
actual régime from various angles, one has never been asked before: “‘ Is there 
any time?’’ The proverbial *‘ mafzana’’ seems to have dropped out of the 
Spaniards’ political vocabulary, except that of the people who expect and hope 
for chaos to come again and to get pickings on the morrow. 

This sudden injection of a time sense may safely be left to do its own good 
work; a violent or provocative act or ab from the outside just now might 
very well nullify it and plunge Spaniards once more into one of the reckless meta- 
physical moods to which they are so prone, making them defiant of measurable 
standards and ultimately destructive of themselves and of all understanding. 

2. Never has the internal situation in Spain been so critical since the end 
of the civil war. Whilst world politics have evolved swiftly and people have 

rown accustomed to drastic decisions the evolution of Spain’s internal affairs 
hee been halting, contradictory and largely hidden, both from the Spanish people 
and the world as a whole. The great mass of the Spanish people has long since 
grown accustomed to sticking to evils that they know rather than flying to others 
that they know not of. Any idea that there can be a swift and radical change 
of the present régime into something more representative without bloodshed and 
violence on a lange scale must be rejected. Indeed, the very threat of violence 


would tend to make the present Government itself representative in a way which 


has not been wholly true in the past; that is it would consolidate a widespread 
opinion, hitherto luke-warm and critical about the régime, into an intransigent 


mass of supporters, whose unifying bond would be the rejection of the arbitrament . 


of civil war and resentment of foreign interference even at the cost of fierce 


repressive measures within the country and still further loss of place and prestige 
in the outside world. — | 
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Time is everything. If only the sanest and most responsible elements in 
Spain could be given to understand that time was not age ainst them they 
would work unreservedly towards the formation of another Government and 
another régime more consonant with the nature and needs of the Spanish people 
and the requirements for ‘membership of the United Nations. 

3. These are the conclusions I have reached on matters as they stand to-day, 
based on nearly five years of working and living among Spaniards of all degrees 
and more especially on conversations held with responsible observers of feeling 
in the country during the last few days. 

No Spaniard is typical of the rest and none can hope to be the mouthpiece 
of the nation. A degree of unanimity is only to be found in negative opinions 
and to-day three of them are predominant: the people do not want Caaeral 


Franco; they do not want foreign intervention (which includes their own 
countrymen in a they do not want another civil war. Whilst the man in 
the street is now helplessly ones ta about the last two, there are a few men 

ow to avoid them by dealing with the 


who are really thinking about 
Generalissimo himself. 

Their troubles were undoubtedly brought to a head by the election results. 
It was only natural that not a few should have brought them along to one in the 
succeeding days. I had talks with such men as Sefior Carascal, formerly secre- 
tary of the powerful C.E.D.A. party in the Republican cortes and now the 
spokesman of Sefior Gil Robles and those of his following who stand out in 
intransigent opposition to General Franco, with Sefor Larraz, perhaps the only 
one of General Franco’s Ministers who has ever resigned of his own accord (he 
was Minister of Finance for a brief period before Falangist totalitarianism came 
into the saddle in 1939); with Sefor Gamero del Castillo, one-time vice-secretar 
of the Falange party, but its active opponent during the last three years; with 
Monarchists Tike the Conde de Fontanar and the Marques de la Eliseda and 
with very many friends of liberal opinion. They all are hoping and working 
for an elimination of General Franco which does not involve outside intervention 
or interior strife. 

The most important talk was with Sefior Martin Artajo, not only because 
he is the new Minister for Foreign Affairs-but because his somewhat humble, 
sincere and tentative approach is the highest common denominator of opinion 
to be found among the mixture of firebrand theorists, reactionaries and wishful 
thinkers which infests all fields of political speculation. 

Senor Martin Artajo is one of my oldest acquaintances in Spain; we met 
through a mutual English friend early in 1940 and he was particularly kind to 
me then at a time when it was not fashionable to be so. I give as accurately as 
possible the gist of a conversation which lasted over two hours. 

Sefior Martin Artajo began by asking me how I had found London on my 
recent visit and what was the opinion there about Spain. I said that I had been 
forcibly struck with the unanimity of feeling against General Franco; his name 
seemed to survive now as a symbol of what had been defeated in the war. I had 
talked to many parliamentary candidates just before the election and they had 
all mentioned the voter’s quite violent feelings on the matter. I said that I was 
telling him this with all due respect, and as a personal observation which I thought 
could be confirmed from many sources. 

Sefior Martin Artajo said that he fully realised the situation as I depicted it; 
that he did not underrate its gravity but he would like to know whether I had 
formed an impression about the new Government’s intentions. Was there any 
talk of breaking off relations, applying sanctions or recognising a *‘ Government ’’ 
in exile? I replied that I had no more knowledge on the matter than the man 
in the street, but that it seemed to me that an impasse inevitably lay ahead. I 
thought that the present moral isolation in Spain would almost certainly take 
more material form as time went on and that there seemed to be no hope for close 
and cordial relations as long as General Franco remained in power. | 

Sefior Martin Artajo said that whilst he accepted my assessment of the 
situation, he supposed that the new British Government had no interest in simply 
producing another civil war in Spain and that the way to development was not 
now wholly barred. He said that whilst it was evident that changes even of the 
most fundamental kind must be brought about, he was convinced that they could 
not be made in too great a hurry. He thought that it was not sufficiently realised 

abroad how far General Franco’s régime had already evolved from its first 
beginnings. To take one example his own appointment as Minister for Foreign 
Affairs would not have been contemplated even a year or so back. He had never 
played any part in the Falangist movement and, in fact, was one of a large 
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party which had been equally alive in the Monarchist and republican régimes 
and always stood against absolutism and totalitarianism in any form. He said 
that he wanted to make it clear, nevertheless, that in his present gry he was 
not representing his group. He had hoped that other members of it and 
Monarchist representatives would have accepted posts in the new Government. 
Personally, he regretted their decision not to do so, but he felt that his own 
position was not necessarily weakened thereby. He had a weapon which he would 
never have had if he had stayed outside the Government and which he would not 
hesitate to use if his efforts to improve the situation all failed, namely, 
resignation. | 

He went on to say that whilst he believed there were still good grounds for 
negotiation and that given time the régime could and would evolve, it would be 
impossible to effect anything under a threat: to its pn Paya If there were a 
reasonable way out, avoiding catastrophe, he would do his utmost in helping to 
open it, but nobody could expect the Spanish State to commit suicide and let the 
country lapse into civil war. : 

I said that I quite appreciated his position, but that it seemed to me that 
if one’s house was on fire there might be little good in conjecturing how to get 
downstairs. There came a moment when the only thing to do was to jump out 
of the window. 

Sefior Martin Artajo took this purposely-veiled suggestion of change more 
sudden and radical than his own tentative ideas of evolution quite calmly. He 
said that the great trouble was whether any provisional Government, .if it took 
over from the present one, would be given that immediate moral support and 
official recognition by the British and American Governments which alone could 
give it authority and the opportunity of maintaining order in the country until 
normal and stable conditions had been achieved. He could not help feeling that 
if, as he supposed, the British Government was even now debating whether to 
maintain relations with General Franco’s Government, it might quite well delay 
indefinitely extending recognition to any other which on a strictly legal basis 
could hardly have more titles to legitimacy than the present one. 

Sefior Martin Artajo went on to say that he thought public opinion in Great 
Britain was gravely misinformed about the actual strength of Franco’s position. 
He was apparently regarded as an unpopular tyrant whom most people in Spain 
would be glad to see the last of. Actually, there was a great mass of people who 
had suffered all too much from the Reds in the civil war, who were still enormously 
grateful to General Franco not only as they thought for saving the country from 
anarchy, but also for keeping Spain out of the war. They would not let him go 
without a struggle. 

I said that I had indeed observed this, but that it seemed to me that there 
was at least one highly unpopular feature of the régime whose disappearance 
nobody would regret, namely, the Falange. Why, I asked, could not General 
Franco dissolve it immediately as at least a oretialeary step towards a more 
normal state of affairs? Senor Martin Artajo replied somewhat naively that 
General Franco had a great sense of nobility and could not very well turn out all 
of a sudden a body which had been so loyal to him and identified itself with his 
leadership. He said that he thought that the power of falangism in any case 
would decline still further. In November the re-election of the Junta Politica 
would be coming up as a matter of course and that would be the moment, he 
thought, for letting it fade out altogether. I remarked that the moment seemed 
to me to be all too far off. 

Sefior Martin Artajo finally returned to his main line that, given time and 
encouragement, it would be possible to find a way out of the present difficulties. 
He said that in some ways he thought it might be easier to discuss fundamental 
questions with the Labour Government than any other, as he believed that Labour 
was generally interested in facing up to social problems and had a real conscience 
about such matters, and the social question was the main preoccupation of the 
present age in Spain as elsewhere. He concluded by saying that he was hoping 
to have full and frank discussions with the British and American Ambassadors 
before long, and immediately after that would be putting his findings to General 
Franco. As a last word he said that he did not wish that there should be any 
atmosphere of secrecy or intrigue about our talk. On the basis of personal 


friendship it was possible to say many things which one could not say officially 
and he hoped that we would soon meet again. 


SAN SEBASTIAN. 
6th August, 195. 


With reference to my telegram No. 9 of 
August 3rd, I have the honour to transmit to you the 
accompanying copy of a memorandum by Mr. Burns, Press 
Attaché at this Embassy, on some aspects of the political 
situation here as affected by the General Election 
results. The memorandum includes a record of a long 
conversation between Mr. Burns and’ Sefior Artajo, the new 
Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, who is an old 
acquaintance of his. Mr. Burns comments upon the 
effect on Spanish opinion of the British Elections and of 
the Potsdam declaration regarding Spain. There is no 
doubt that theseatwo events have produced in responsible 
circles a feeling @f great anxiety. I have, moreover, 
good reason to believe thet_my plain speaking to 
General Franco whéh presentingAmy credentials has not 
failed to make an impfesSion,#and I hear that a most 
useful effect has Been\produced by the remarks made by 
my United States .colleague to an officia}] of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs when Mr. Armour explained that there was 
complete identity of view between the United States and 
British Governments. 


Ze I cannot venture, after so few days in this 
country, to offer any very weighty comment upon what 

Mr. Burns has written, and I can only record first 
impressions. It seems to me of primary importance that 
the transition from the Franco régime to something new 
should, when it eventually happens, take place without any 
risk of plunging this unhappy country into such violent 
commotion that a fresh civil war might ensue. I believe 
it to be.true that there is still a great feeling of war 
weariness and that nobody except a few commnist 

extremists really wish for a new outbreak, but passions are 
so easily aroused in Spain that once disorder begins there is 
no knowing how far it may go. There is no doubt that 

not only the monarchists of all complexions, but also the 
great mass of republicans would bitterly resist an attempt 
to stir up civil strife by exiles such as Senor Negrin who, 
I am advised, would stand no chance of rallying support 
around them and would meet with short shrift even from the 
men of the left. It is clear that anxiety exists in many 
quarters lest the new British Government may attempt to 
impose upon Spain some of these discredited leaders. — 
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460 | Apart from the obvious undesirability of a new 
civil war, it is also clear that any attempt at an armed 
rising by the left would be doomed to failure on account 
of the strength and good organization of the Spanish army. 


The Right Honourable Ernest Bevin, M.P., Everyone / 


Foreign Office, 
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Everyone whom I have met is in agreement that the 

army, as has always been the case in Spanish history, 

has in its hands the power to overthrow the present régime 
and set up a new one. The _— in fact, appears to 
provide the only safe means by which a provisional 
government could be set up to inaugurate a new régime. 
Inevitably, a period of transition would have to. take 
place, as there is at present no constitution which would 
facilitate the immediate restoration either of a 
monarchy or a republic. The army leaders are undoubtedly 
impressed with the fact that, sooner or later, Franco 

will have to go, but they appear to be somewhat alarmed 
lest, having brought off their coup against Franco, they 
might find their provisional régime without recognition 
or moral support from abroad, If they felt that at 

such a moment they were likely to be faced with a demand 
to bring back an exiled republican Government, they would 
prefer to keep Franco with all his disadvantages and in 
this they would have the backing of the great bulk of 
' moderate opinion in this country. 


Lie When the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs 
speculates on what course of action His Majesty's 
Government are now likely to take it is clear that he is 
thinking as a realist, and it seems to me very salutary 
that he should be in this state of alarm It is equally 
important that he should not in any way get the idea 

into his head that he can play off the Americans against 
us, and I feel sure that Mre Armour will do everything 
possible to prevent any such misconception. 


De It is not yet at all clear what the real effect 

upon the Generals has been of the Potsdam declaration. 

The official Spanish counter=—blast shows that Franco has 

been stung. Whether the Generals will now rally round 

him from an exaggerated sense of Spanish pride, resenting, 

as many of them do, the accusation that ¥ranco's rising 

was entirely the result of Axis intervention, or whether 

they may decide at last to face realities and take action 
against Franco is at present an unknown factor. I think that 
we must give events a little time now and be careful not to 
make any precipitate move which could consolidate the 

army with the Franco régime once more. The line to take 
with Sefior Artajo seems to me to be to maintain an 

ominous attitude and to put the next move up to him by 
asking what way out he is thinking of. As it has hitherto 
been our policy not to attempt to dictate to the Spaniards 
what new form of Government they should chosese to replace 
Franco's régime, it seems to be the right thing to continue 
to place the onus on the Spaniards of finding a way ‘out. 
Nevertheless the time may come before very long when it 

will be for consideration whether. the Americans and ourselves 
can go a little further and indicate to enquirers that there 
would in principle be no obstacle to the eventual recognition 
of whatever new régime might emerge, provided that it 

was of a nature to obtain the general acceptance of 
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the responsible elements in Spain. 


I am sending copies of this despatch to 
His Majesty's Ambassador at Lisbon and the Civil 
Governor at Gibraltar. 


. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest 
respect, 


Sir, 


Your most humble, obedient Servant, 
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MEMORANDUM 
The British Election Results have precipitated 


a crisis in Spanish internal affairs which has been 


latent during the last two years; a crisis which was 


hinted at in the Spanish Government changes a few 


days earlier an& which must inevitably be confirmed with Kew 


the decision of the Berlin Conference is fully appreciated 


by the Spanish Government and the Spanish people. The 


Spanish Government's note on the Berlin Conference ; 


published today, is a little more than an interjection in 


a very long story. 

The election results brought in a forceful 
element hitherto absent from the Spanish mind; the 
element of Time. Whereas one had grown accustomed in 
these last years to questions from Spaniards as to the 
chances of one development or another, to a variety of 
claims and political theories, all directed against the 


actual régime from various angles, one has never been asked 
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before: “Is there any Time?". The proverbial “"mafiana"™ 


seems to have dropped out of the Spaniards’ political 
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vocabulary, except that of the people who expect and hope 


for chaos to come again and to get pickings on the ‘morrowe 
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This sudden injection of a time sense may 
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safely be left to do its own good work; a violent or 


provocative act or gesture from the outside just now might 


very well nullify it and plunge Spaniards once more into 
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one of the reckless metaphysical moods to which they are 


so prone, making them defiant of measurable standards and 
ultimately destructive of themselves and of all understanding. 


2 Never has the internal situation in Spain been 


so critical since the end of the Civil War. Whilst world 


politics have evolved swiftly and people have grown 


accustomed to drastic decisions the evolution of Spain's 


internal affairs has been halting, contradictory and largely 
hidden, both from the Spanish people and the world as a whole. 
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The great mass: of the Spanish people has long since grown 


accustomed to sticking to evils that they know rather. than 


flying to others that. they know not of, Any idea that 


there can be a swift and radical change of the present régime 


into something more representative without. bloodshed and 


violence on a large scale must be rejected. Indeed, the -very 


threat of violence would tend to make the present Government 
itself representative in a way which has not been wholly 
true in the past; that is it would consolidate a widespread 
opinion,. hitherto luke-warm and critical about the régime, into 
an intransigent mass of supporters, whose unifying bond would 
be the rejection of the arbitrament of Civil War and resentment 
of foreign interference even at the cost of fierce repressive 
measures within the country and still further loss of place 
and prestige in the outside world. 

Time is everything. If only the sanest and 
most responsible elements in Spain could be given to understand 
that time was not wholly against them they would work 
unreservedly towards the formation of neue Government and 
another régime more consonant with the nature and needs of the 


Spanish people and the requirements for membership of the 
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United Nations. 


36 hese are the conclusions I have reached on matters 


as they stand today, based on nearly five years of working and 


living among Spaniards of all degrees and more especially 


en conversations held with responsible observers of feeling 


in the country during the last few days. 


_ No Spaniard is typical of the rest and none can 


hope to be the-mouthpiece of the nation. A degree of 


unanimity is only to be found in negative opinions and today 


three of them are predominant: the people do not want 
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General Franco; they do not want foreign intervention; 
(which includes their own countrymen in exile); they 
do not want another civil war. Whilst the man in 
the street is now helplessly preoccupied about the 
last two, there are a few men who are really thinking 
about how to avoid them by dealing with the Generalissimo 
himself. 

Their troubles were undoubtedly brought to a 
head by the Election results. It was only natural that 
not a few should have brought them along to one in the 
succeeding days. I had talks with such men as Sefior 
Carascal, formerly Secretary of the powerful C.E.D.A. party 


in the Republican cortes and now the spokesman of 


Sefior Gil Robles and those of his following who stand out 


in intransigent opposition to General Franco, with 
Sefior Larraz, perhaps the only one of General Franco's 
Ministers who has ever resigned of his own accord. (He 
was Minister of Finance for a brief period before Falangist 
totalitarianism came into the saddle in 1939); with 
Sefior Gamero del Castillo, one time Vice-Secretary of the 
Falange Party, but its active opponent during the last 
three years; with Monarchists like the Conde de Fontanar 
and the Marques de la Eliseda and with very many friends 
of liberal opinion. They all are hoping and working for 
an elimination of General Tranco which does not involve 
outside intervention or interior strife. 

The most important talk was with Senor Martin 
Artajo, not only because he is the new Minister for 
Foreign Affairs but because his somewhat humble, sincere 
and tentative approach is the highest common denominator 


of opinion to be found among the mixture of firebrands, 


theorists, / 
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theorists, reactionaries and wishful thinkers which 
infests all fields of political speculation. 

Sefior Martin Artajo is one of my oldest 
acquaintances in Spain: we met through a mutual 
English friend early in 1940 and he was particularly 
kind to me then at a time when it was not fashionable 
to be so. I give as accurately as possible the gist 


of a conversation which lasted over two hours. 


Sefior Martin Artajo began by asking me how I 

had found London on my recent visit and what was the 
- OPinion there about Spain. I said that I had been 
forcibly struck with the dneniatty of feeling against 
General Franco: his name seemed to survive now as a 
symbol of what had been defeated in the war. I had talked 
to many parliamentary cadidates just before the election 
and they had all mentioned the voter's quite violent 
feelings on the matter. I said that I was telling him 
this with all due respect, and as a personal observation 
which I thought could-.be confirmed from many sources. 

Sefior Martin Artajo said that he fully realised 
the situation as I depicted it; that he did not 
underrate its gravity but he would like to know whether 
I had formed an impression ahout the new Government's 
intentions. Was there any talk of breaking off relations, 
applying sanctions or recognizing a “government" in 
exile? I replied that I had no more knowledge on the 
matter than the man in the street, but that it seemed to 


‘me that an impasse inevitably lay ahead. I. thought that 
the present moral isolation in Spain would almost certainly 


take more material form as time went on and that there 


seemed to be no hope for close and cordial relations so : 
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long as General Franco remained in power. 

Sefior Martin Artajo said that whilst he 
accepted my assessment of the situation he supposed 
that the new British Government had no interest 
in simply producing another civil war in Spain and 
that the way to development was not now wholly 
barred. He said that whilst it was evident that 
changes even of the most fundamental kind must be 
brought about, he was convinced that they could not 
be made in too great a hurry. He thought that it 
was not sufficiently realized abroad how far General 
Franco's régime had already evolved from its first 
beginnings. To take one example his own appointment 
as Minister for Foreign Affairs would not have been 
contemplated even a year or so back. He had never 
played any part in the Falangist movement and in fact 
was one of a large party which had been equally alive 
in the monarchist and republican régimes and had always 
stood against absolutism and totalitarianism in any form. 
He said that he wanted to make it clear nevertheless that 
in his present position he was not representing his group. 
He had hoped that other members of it and monarchist 


representatives would have accepted posts in the new 


Government. Personally, he regretted their decision not 


to do so, but he felt that his own position was not 
necessarily weakened thereby. He had a weapon which he 
would never have had if he had stayed outside the 
Government and which he would not hesitate to use if his 
efforts to improve the situation all failed; namely, 


resignation. 


He / 


6. 


He went on to say that whilst he believed 
there were still good grounds for negotiation and 
that given time the régime could and would evolve, it 
would be impossible to effect anything under a threat 
to its very life. If there were a reasonable way out, 
avoiding catastrophe, he would do his utmost in helping 
to open it but nobody could expect the Spanish State 
to commit suicide and let the country lapse into 


civil war. 


> %F Se Pres wear? We 


I said that I quite appreciated his position 
but that it seemed to me that if one's house was on 
fire there might be little geod in con jecturing how 
to get downstairs. There came a moment when the only 
thing to do was to jump out of the window. 

Sefior Martin Artajo took this purposely 
veiled sugsestion of change more sudden and radical than his 
own tentative ideas of evolution, quite calmly. He 
said that the great trouble was whether any provisional 
Government, if it took over from the present one, would 
be given that immediate moral support and official 

recognition by the British and American Governments 


which alone could give it authority and the opportunity 


of maintaining order in the country until normal and 
stable conditions had been achieved. He could not 

help feeling that if, as he supposed, the British 
Government was even now debating whether to maintain 
relations with General Franco's Government, it 

might quite well delay indefinitely extending recognition 
to any other which on a strictly legal basis could 
hardly have more titles to legitimacy than the present 


> 


One. 


Sefior / 
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Sefior Martin Artajo went on to say that he 
thought public opinion in Great Britain was gravely 
misinformed about the actual strength of Yranco's 
position. He was apparently regarded as an unpopular 
tyrant whom most people in Spain would be glad to 
see the last of. Actually, Cine eel a great mass 
of people who had suffered all too much from the Reds 
in the civil. war, who were still enormously grateful 
to General Franco not only as they thought for saving 
the country from anarchy, but also for keeping Spain 
out of the war. They would not let him go without 
a struggle. 

I said thet I had indeed observed this, 
but that it seemed to me that there was at least one 
highly unpopular feature of the régime whose disappearance 
nobody would regret, namely, the Falange. Why, I 
asked, could not General Franco dissolve it immediately 
as at least a preliminary step towards a more normal 
state of affairs? Sefior Martin Artajo replied somewhat 
naively that General Franco had a great sense of | 
nobility and could not wery well turn out all of a sudden 
a body which had been so loyal to him and identified 
itself with his leadership. He said that he thought that 


the power of Falangism in any case would decline still 


further. In November the re-election of the Junta 


Politica would be coming up as a matter of course and that 


would be the moment, he thought, for letting it fade out 
altogether. I remarked that the moment seemed to 


me to be all too far off. 


Sefior / 


Sefior Martin Artajo finally returned to 
his main line that given time and encouragement it would 
be possible to find a way out of the present 
aifficulties. He said that in some ways he thought 
it might be easier to discuss fundamental questions 
with the Labour Government than any other, as he 
believed that Labour was generally interested in Caakin 
up to social phenions and had a real conscience about 
such matters, and the social question was the main 
pre-oceupation « of the present age in Spain as elsewhere. 
He concluded by ae bat that he was hoding to have full 
ana frank discussions with the British and American 
ambassadors before long and immediately after that 
would be patting his findings to General Franco. As a 
iast word he said that he Gia not wish that there 
should be any atmosphere of secrecy or intrigue about 
our talk. On the basis of personal friendship it was 


possible to say many things which one could not say 


officially and he hoped that we would soon meet’ again. 
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SAN SEBASTIAN. 


2nd August, 195. 


I; have the honour to transmit to 
you herewith an interesting despatch from 
the British Vice-Consul at Ribadeo to 
His Majesty's Consul at Visco, regarding the 
political situation in Asturias. 


2e Althouch similar conditions of 

politica! tension exist in other parts of 

Spain it is probable that they are more 

marked in Asturias than elsewhere. This 

can be ascribed to the presence on the one 

hand of the miners with their tradition of 

violence and extreme left-wing views and 

on the other and to a great extent as a consequence 
of the existence of a powerful local Falange. 


by I am copying this despatch to His 
Majesty's Consul at Vigo. 


I have the honour to be, with the 
hithest respect, 
Sir, 
Your most humble, obedient Servant, 


BG btecwntel 


The Rt. Honourable Ernest Bevin, M.P., 
Foreign Office, 
Se We te 


British Vice Consulate, 


dio. 26/45 Ribadao. 4 


BJ énd July, 1945. 


Sir, 
POLITICAL REPORT. 


The political situation is somewhat difficult to 
gauge at the present time in this area as there is a 
strict censorship in Asturias and very little information 
gets through. In the Asturian coalfields there is an 
atmosphere of frustration amongst the people and a feeling 
of irritation at the slowness of the movements of events in 
their own little world which means everything to them These 
miners view the situation entirely from their own narrow 
and bigoted standpoint with little sympathy for the rest of 
Spain. To fully realize their position one has to ° 
appreciate that they suffered acutely after the victory of 
the Nationalists, and the campaign of suppression and 
elimination which followed created an atmosphere of hatred 
which has grown in intensity during the succeeding years. 
The ruthlessness and vindictiveness of the Nationalists 
would appear to be responsible for this serious state of 
affairs, as they did nothing to try and reconcile the miners, 
but on the contrary carried out a series of executions which 
had the effect of fanning and intensifying the hatred 
already existing. The Asturian miner is a difficult person 
to deal with and cannot be cowed into peaceful submission 
by force of arms. The Asturians nurtured the hope that 
after the liberation of France events would move swiftly in 
their area, believing they would receive assistance and arms 
from the Spanish and French Maquis across the Pyrennees. 
This hope was not realised and as @ consequence a feeling of 
frustration hangs threateningly over the area and is a 
potential danger. That the miners are organized in so far 
as regards numbers and liaison there is no shadow of doubt, 
but they are very poorly armed and it is this fact alone 
which keeps thém quiet. They also entertained the hope that 
the Spanish army would rise and overthrow the Falange, but 
there is not the slightest indication that the Army have any 
intention of carrying out this revolt. The Army officers 
are well “nursed” by the Falange and constant watch is being 
kept on the “Reds". A number of Moorish troops are | 
stationed in the mining areas, and frequent arrests are made. 
In view of the above the political atmosphere is very 
unhealthy and it is my firm conviction that there will be 


no / 


= 


\ 


7 


o reconciliation with the present regime however much 
ey may try to win favour amongst the miners —- the lb 
xisting hatred is too deeply rooted. 0 


26 As regards the rest of this area there is nothing 
outstanding to report. Great indignation has been 
aroused amongst the small traders on account of the levy 
which is being imposed on them to raise funds for the 
Falange celebrations on the 12éh July. This is not a 
voluntary contribution. On the contrary a quota is 
fixed for each establishment which the owners are 
compelled to pay. Should they make a protest on the 
grounds that the turn-over of their business is 
insufficient to meet such a levy they fall into disfavour 
with the Falange and suffer in consequence, 


360 Another recent event which has stirred up great 
resentment has been the distribution of money for family 
allowance to the peasants. The Falange took advantage 
of the occasion to display their power and solidarity 
in Lug®8, entertaining the hope that the distribution 

of this money would create a feeling of goodwill and 
support for their organization. The result was a 
complete failure. The public who had been forced 

to attend the demonstration, wereenclosed in the public 
Square so as to make the event seem more spectacular. 
As soon as the peasants received the money allocated to 
them they tried to break away from the crowd, but were 
obliged by the police to remain in the square until the 
very end of the ceremony. This restriction of their 
liberties caused resentment amongstthe people, and the 
result was quite different from what had been expected 
by the authorities. | 


I am, Sir, Your obedient Servant, 
(signed) William Gray. 
T.B. Wildman, Esa., 


HM. Consul, 
Vigo. 
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Survey of Spanish affairs and Anglo Spanish 
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Sir V. Mallet to Mr. Bevin —(Received 10th August.) 
No. 5. 
Sin , San Sebastian, 4th August, 1945. 

I HAVE the honour to send you the accompanying general survey of Spanish 
affairs and Anglo-Spanish relations during the year 1944, for which I am 
indebted to Mr. Bowker. The section on the propaganda activities by His 
Majesty’s Embassy and the attitude of the Spanish press was written by 
Mr. Burns, the press attaché. | 

2. A summary of economic affairs during the first nine months of the year 
was given in Mr. Ellis Rees’s report enclosed in Mr. Bowker’s despatch No. 608 
of the 6th October, 1944, and of the last three months of the year in Mr. Weston’s 
report enclosed in Mr. Bowker’s despatch No. E. 356 of the 26th June, 1945. 

I have, &c. 
V. A. L. MALLET. 


Enclosure. 


Outstanding Grievances. 


THE story of Anglo-Spanish relations during 1944 was dominated by a 
struggle to obtain a abttliaaint of our outstanding grievances against the Spanish 
Government, grievances which the steady change in the war situation in favour 
of the Allies made increasingly inadmissable and which were increasingly 
irreconcilable with the official policy of the Spanish Government as defined in 
their declaration of neutrality aa on the 3rd of February. These grievances, 
which had been the subject of strong representations by Lord Templewood both 
to General Franco and the Minister for Foreign Affairs during the preceding 
year, were once again the main subject of discussion in Lord Templewood’s 


interview with General Franco on the 28th January. The grievances were the 
Tollowing :— 


(a) The continued export of wolfram to the Germans. 

(6) The continued presence of Blue Division units on the Russian front. 

(c) The continued activities of German sabotage and espionage agents both 
in the peninsula and in Spanish North Africa. 

(Zz) The continued internment of Italian merchant and warships in Spanish 


ports. 


On this occasion Lord Templewood’s representations were favourably received 
by General Franco, who expressed anxiety to satisfy His Majesty’s Government 
on all points. On the same night, however, it was announced from Washington 
that oil shipments to Spain had been suspended, and although General Jordana 
received a vote of confidence from his colleagues in the Council of Ministers, 
it was soon apparent that he would not be able to remedy our grievances while 
the Spanish Government considered it was being coerced by the imposition of 
oil sanctions. Since there seemed no possibility of resumption of oil shipments 
until the wolfram problem had been settled, attention centred on an attempt to 
_ find a.way out of this impasse. From the outset, it was clear that the Spanish 
Government, in view of its commitments with the Germans and the dependence 
of Spanish economy on Spanish shipping, would not agree to a complete embargo 
on the export of wolfram. On the other hand there were clear indications that 
it would be willing to restrict exports to a figure which would give us the 
substance of our demands. But the United States Government, having made a 
declaration of policy with regard to neutrals, and with an eye, no doubt, to the 
forthcoming prcentel elections, stood out strongly for a complete embargo. 
Its attitude delayed progress and it was not until some three months later that 
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it finally agreed to a compromise. On the 2nd May an agreement was reached 
in two exchanges of notes between the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, on 
the one hand, and His Majesty’s Ambassador and the United States Ambassador, 
on the other, which provided for the following :— 


(a) A limitation of wolfram exports to Germany to 20 tons a month in May 
and June and 40 tons a month thereafter, with appropriate deductions 
for any mineral known to have been smuggled. 

b) The closure of the German Consulate at Tangier and the departure of 
the staff from Spanish-controlled territory or metropolitan Spain. 

The expulsion of German espionage and sabotage agents. 
The submission to arbitration of the question of the interned Italian 
warships. | 

e) The immediate release of five of the seven interned Italian merchant 
ships. 

f) The final withdrawal of all Spanish units of any kind from the Eastern 
front. 

(g) The continuation of all necessary facilities for the purchase and export 
of Spanish products by Great Britain and the United States of 
America. 

(h) The withdrawal of the Japanese Military Mission in Tangier. 

(i) The immediate resumption of petroleum shipments to Spain. 


As always, it proved to be one thing to reach an agreement with the Spanish 
Government and quite another to obtain its implementation, and the rest of the 
year was taken up with repeated attempts to induce the Spanish Government to 
put into effect the terms of the agreement. The German consulate-general at 
Tangier was closed on the 23rd May. The five Italian merchant ships left when 
arrangements could be made for the arrival of British crews to man them. The 

uestion of arbitration on the detention of the Italian warships hung fire until 
the United States Ambassador finally persuaded the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
to agree to submit the matter to a Spanish arbitrator on the understanding that 
the decision would enable to ships to depart. The decision, which was based 
on the theory that the period of twenty-four hours allowed to the ships for 
refuelling had been interrupted by the ensuing dispute, allowed arrangements to 
be made for the ships to be refuelled within twenty-four hours of the issue of the 
decision. The ships finally left at the end of the year. As regards the Blue 
Division, His Majesty’s Ambassador was informed by the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs on the 24th March that all members of the Blue Division would have 
returned to Spain by the 8th April, and it was announced later that any 
individuals remaining behind were volunteers who had passed to the German 
command. 

On the two main points, namely, wolfram and German agents, little progress 
was made. In spite of the official limitation of wolfram exports, large quantities 
continued to be smuggled across the frontier, until the moment of the German 
withdrawal, thanks to the efficient transport system set up by the German State 
organisation, Sofindus, and the complicity of-highly-placed Spanish officials. 
It was not until the end of the year that the last German agents were expelled 
from Spanish North Africa. On the other hand, very few agents had left 
metropolitan Spain by the time the Germans withdrew from the Pyrenees, thus 
making further expulsions impracticable. The Spanish Government were pressed 
from that moment to intern agents, but by the end of the year this had been done 
only in the case of about 20 out of a list of about 150. Meanwhile, further 
agents continued to enter Spain by the German-Lufthansa air service, which, at 
the same time, continued to carry valuable merchandise to Germany. Towards 
the end of the year His Majesty’s Ambassador made a strong protest to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs about the lack of progress in regard to the prevention 
of wolfram smuggling and the internment of German agents, and called attention 
to further causes of complaint against the Spanish Government. These were the - 
failure to settle a number of matters in North Africa, resulting from the failure — 
of the local authorities to respect British treaty rights or their discourtesy 
towards a British consular officer, in most of which cases our difficulties seemed 
to be due to the obstructive, unfriendly attitude of the High Commissioner, 
General Orgaz: the continued persecution of persons sympathising with the 
cause of the United Nations: the failure to settle our claims for the restitution 
of properties belonging to British Protestant Mission Societies confiscated by the 
Spanish authorities, and for the rturn of bibles seized from the British Bible 


Society, and the failure to take measures to prevent the negotiation by German 
agents of forged British bank-notes. 


2 
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While the Spanish Government failed during the year to meet some of our 
major outstanding grievances, it nevertheless showed readiness to adapt its policy 
to the changed course of the war in certain minor respects. In September instruc- 
tions were issued to the press to avoid any Germanophil tendency in political 
commentaries and to give to Allied war commentaries the prominence formerly 
accorded to those of the Axis and to'cease criticism of Russia. As a result of 
po ae representations, six small German naval auxiliary vessels, which took 
refuge in Pasajes after the withdrawal of the Germans from the Pyrenees frontier, 
were interned. At the end of September, in reply to the British and United States 
communications on the subject, the Minister for Foreign Affairs gave an 
assurance that war criminals would not be admitted into Spain, though, he added, 
no public statement could be made on the subject. In October, Captain Munn, 
an elderly British ornithologist, who had been expelled from Mallorca on a 
trumped-up charge of espionage, was allowed to return to his home in the island. 
His Majesty’s Embassy were able to obtain the almost immediate cancellation of 
a fine of over 4 million pesetas imposed on a British subject in the Canary Islands 
for a customs offence for which he was patently not responsible. Most important 
of all, an ad hoc agreement between His Majesty’s Government and the Spanish 


Government was reached on the 3rd October establishing a direct air service 
between London and Madrid. 


Anglo-Spanish relations. 


The Spanish Government made various attempts during the year to give the 
impression that Anglo-Spanish relations left nothing to be desired. In reporting 
the speech made by the Secretary of State in the House of Commons on the 
23rd February, the Spanish press gave prominence to Mr. Eden’s expression of 
appreciation for Spain’s attitude in the “’ very dark days of the war,’ but omitted 
the references to Spain’s association with Germany and the occupation of Tangier. 
Mr. Churchill’s friendly allusions to Spain in his speech of the 24th May were 
represented as official approbation of General Franco's régime. General Franco’s 
complacency and continued failure to appreciate the realities of the internatioual 
situation were strikingly manifested in November, when the Duke of Alba handed 
to the Secretary of State a letter addressed to the Duke by General Franco on the 
18th October, requesting a clarification of Angi Soaninh relations and offering 
Spanish support to Great Britain against Russia. 

On the 3rd August, Count Jordana, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who, 
since his appointment in succession to Sefior Serrano Sufier, had worked con- 
scientiously for an improvement in Anglo-Spanish relations and for a diminution 
of the influence of Falange, died suddenly at San Sebastian and was succeeded by 
Senor Lequerica, Spanish Ambassador at Vichy. The new Minister at once gave 
assurances of his determination to settle our outstanding grievances, particularly 
as regards German agents and wolfram smuggling, but by the end of the year 
had failed to make any considerable progress. 


Evolution of the régime. 


The year saw little real ar in the character of the Government in spite 
of various manifestations intended to give the impression that democratic 
evolution was under way. Early in November, General Franco made a statement 
to a representative of the United Press in which he described Spain as an 
‘organic democracy.’ This had been re by the syndical elections, which 
were much advertised in the press as marking the second stage in General Franco’s 
plan to enable Spaniards to take part in the management of their own affairs. The 
first stage, it was explained, had been the constitution of the Cortes and the third 
was to be the law of local administration, still under preparation, providing for 
municipal elections. In fact, the syndical elections were nothing more than a 
Falange ramp and entailed the compulsory attendance of voters who could in 
practice vote only for party nominated candidates. Shortly afterwards, the 
official bulletin published the organic law establishing the composition and 
function of the:resuscitated Council’ of State, which was presented as a further 
stage in the construction of the ‘* organic democracy.’’ 


Falange. 


There was little change during the year in the position of the Falange 
although, for the first time, the dinkuatio’chese were et invited to the re tile 
mass.at the Escorial on the anniversary of the execution of José Antonio Primo 
de Rivera. Of nine civil governors appointed in November, the majority were’ as 
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convinced Falangists as their predecessors. In August a special Franco guard 
was formed from member's of the old guard of the Falange and the Blue Division. 


Numerous incidents occurred of Falange demonstrations hostile to the Allies, 
particularly in Barcelona. 


The Monarchy issue. 


While the position of Falange remained largely unchanged, there was equally 
little development on the issue of the monarchy. Early in the year an exchasige 
of telegrams and letters took place between Don Juan and General Franco which 
ended in a more or less complete breach between the two. In February, a thirty- 
page pamphlet issued by the Monarchists was submitted to General Franco 
through the medium of General Vigon, together with a letter signed by a number 
of outstanding personalities calling for the abolition of Falange and advocating a 
regency as a first step towards the restoration of the monarchy. In March, a 
Monarchist demonstration, followed by 200 arrests, was organised in Madrid in 
favour of Don Juan and expressly against the so-called Charlos VIII, grandson 
(by his mother) of Don Carlos (Vid), who died in 1909, who had been brought to 
Barcelona by the Falange with the object of driving a wedge into the Monarchist 
ranks. The very ineffectual young man was later ieaunnaa and passed once more 
into obscurity. In the same month four professors, including the vice-rector, of 
Madrid re were arrested and rusticated following the discovery of a 


concerted Monarchist movement with the support of about 100 professors in 
universities all over Spain. 


Left-wing activities. 


The close police control exercised by the Government effectively prevented any 
major activities by outstanding Left-wing elements, althou h in February 
subversive plots were discovered at Malaga and Tetuan. After the withdrawal 
of the Germans from the Pyrenees, Spanish Republicans were for a time in control 
of certain parts of the frontier, and throughout October there was a series of 
incidents between Spanish military forces and these republican elements, who 
had been encouraged by republican propaganda to suppose that they had only 
to cross the Pyrenees in order to be received with open arms by their countrymen 
and start a successful revolution. At the end of December the police suddenly 
arrested some 300 persons, mostly business and professional classes, including 
well-known Republicans or former members of Gil Robles Centre party. Most of 
these persons were released shortly afterwards. 


Spanish—United States relations. 


The Spanish Government made great efforts during the year to establish 
friendly relations with the United States and on the 2nd December a Civil 
Aviation Agreement was signed providing, under reciprocity, for the establish- 
ment of United States civil aviation lines across Spanish territory with landing 
rights at various points. The United States Ambassador, Mr. ines received 
flattering official tributes on relinquishing his post at the end of the year and 
was presented by General Franco with his portrait painted by Zuloaga. 


His Majesty's Embassy. 


The year was marked by two outstanding occurrences as regards the staff 
of His Majesty’s Embassy. On the 17th May, His Majesty's Minister, 
Mr. Arthur Yencken, was killed in an accident when flying to Barcelona in order 
to be present at the exchange of British, American and German wounded 

_ prisoners-of-war and civilians. The Spanish Government, as a special gesture 
of sympathy, accorded funeral honours equivalent to those of a general of 
division. Towards the end of December, Sir Samuel Hoare relinquished his post 
as Ambassador on special mission to Spain. Sir Samuel Hoare arrived in Spain 
in June 1940, when the German armies were advancing through France. Four 
months befere he left he had the satisfaction of being among the first to cross 


the International Bridge at Irtn on the withdrawal of the German armies from 
the Pyrenees frontier. 


Propaganda activities of His Majesty's Embassy and the attitude of the Spanish 
Press. Siaiols cad | 

| The general tendency described in the appendix to last year’s annual report 

was developed dufiig 1944 and iceatamiie activities expanded considerably. 

Our bulletin for the ish Authorities ‘which had a circulation of some 10,000 


5 


5 


at the beginning of the year had more than doubled its readership by the end. 
A weekly survey was also inaugurated in this period and quickly reached a 
circulation of over 25,000. Advantage was taken of the increasing tolerance of 
the press to run four different services of syndicated articles on political and 
military matters as well as feed the specialised periodicals with a variety of 
subjects suited to their needs from finance to football. An indication of our 
increasing success in placing our photographs may be seen in the fact that in 
December 1943 only twenty-five were placed as against 235 in November 1944. 

It was reaching the somewhat embarrassing situation towards the end of the 
year that our opportunities were measured only by the f etihaaps cae /of the 
Falangist press authorities who seemed only too anxious to bring the whole of 


their totalitarianism machinery to the defence of democracy—or their quaint 
interpretation of it. We could not altogether eschew these opportunities. Non 
tali auxilio ....is a noble sentiment but a dangerous one for press attachés. 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 


SAN SEBASTIAN. 


August 4th, 1945, 


Sir, 

I have the honour to send you the accompanying 
general survey of Spanish affairs and Anglo-Spanish relations 
during the year 1944, for which I am indebted to Mr. Bowker. 
The section on the propaganda activities by His Majesty's 


Embassy and the attitude of the Spanish press was written by 


Mr. Burns, the Press Attaché. 
Se A summary of economic affairs during 
the first nine months of the year was given in Mr. Ellis Rees's 


report enclosed in Mr. Bowker's despatch No. 608 of the 6th a 
La { 


October, 1944, and of the last three months of the year in 


Mr. Weston's report enclosed in Mr. Bowker's despatch No.E.356 


of the 26th June, 1945, , ‘s 


I have the honour to be, with the highest 
respect, 


Sir, 


Your most humble, obedient Servant, 


spent 


The Right Honourable 
Ernest Bevin, M.P. 
Foreign Office. 
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Outstanding grievances 


The story of Anglo-Spanish relations during 1944 was 
dominated by a struggle to obtain a settlement of our outstanding 
grievances against the Spanish Government, grievances which the 
steady change in the war situation in favour of the Allies made 
increasingly inadmissible and which were increasingly 
irreconcilable with the official policy of the Spanish Government 
as defined in their declaration of neutrality issued on the rd 
February. These grievances, which had been the subject of 
strong representations by Lord Templewood both to General Franco 
and the Minister for Foreign Affairs during the preceding year, 
were once again the main subject of discussion in Lord 
Templewood's interview with General Franco on the 28th January. 
The grievances were the following;- 


(a) the continued export of wolfram to the Germans, 


(bd) the continued presence of Blue Division Units on the 
Russian front, 


(c) the continued activities of German sabotage and 
espionage agents both in the Peninsula and in Spanish 
North Africa, 


(da) the continued internment of Italian merchant and 
warships in Spanish ports. 


On this occasion Lord Tempewood's representations were favourably 
received by General Franco, who expressed anxiety to satisfy 

H.M. Government on all points. On the same night, however, it 
was announced from Washington that oil shipments to Spain had 
been suspended, and although General Jordana received a vote of 
confidence from his colleagues in the Council of Ministers, it 
was soon apparent that he would not be able to remedy our 
grievances while the Spanish Government considered it was being 
coerced by the imposition of oil sanctions. Since there seemed 
no possibility of resumption of oil shipments until the wolfram 
problem had been settled, attention centred on an attempt to find 
a way out of this impasse. From the outset, it was clear 

that the Spanish Government, in view of its commitments with the 
Germans and the dependence of Spanish economy on Spanish shipping, 
would not agree to a comlete embargo on the export of wolfram. 
On the other hand there were clear indications that it would be 
willing to restrict exports to a figure which wouldgve us the 
Substance of our demands. But the United States Government, 
having made a declaration of policy with regard to neutrals, 

and with an eye, no doubt, to the forthcoming Presidential 
elections, stood out strongly for a complete. embargo. Its 
attitude delayed progress and it was not until some three months 
later that it finally agreed to a compromise, On the 2nd May 
an agreement was reached in two exchanges of notes between the 
Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, on the one hand, and 

His Majesty's Ambe@@edor and the United States Ambassador, on the 
other, which provided for the following: - 


(a) a limitation of wolfram exports to Germany to 20 tons 
| s month in May and June and 40 tons a month thereafter, 
with appropriate deductions for any mineral known to 
have been smuggled. | 


the closure of the German Consulate at Tangier and 
the departure of the staff from Spanish controlled 
territory or Metropolitan Spain. 


the expulsion of German espionage and sabotage agents. 


the submission to arbitration of the question of the 

interned Italian warships. . 
the immediate release of five of the seven interned. 
Italian merchant ships. 


the final withdrawal of all Spanish units of any 
kind from the Eastern front, 


the continuation of all necessary facilities for the 


purchase and export of Spanish products by Great 
Britain and the United States of America. 


the withdrawal of the Japanese Military Mission in 
Tangier. 


the immediate resumption of petroleum shipments to 
Spain. 


As always, it proved to be one thing to reach 

an agreement with the Spanish Government and quite another 

to obtain its implementation, and the rest of the year was 
taken up with repeated attempts to induce the Spanish Government 
to put into effect the terms of the agreement. The German 
Consulate-General at Tangier was closed on the 25rd May. The 
five Italian merchant ships left when arrangements could be 
made for the arrival of British crews to man them, The question 

of arbitration on the detention of the Italian warships hung 
fire until the United States Ambassador finally persuaded the 
Minister for Poreign Affairs to agree to submit the matter to a 
Spanish arbitrator on the understanding that the decision would 
enable the ships to depart. The decision, which was based on 
the theory that the period of 24 hours allowed to the ships 
for refuelling had been interrupted by the ensuing dispute, 
allowed arrangements to be made for the ships to be refuelled 
within 24 hours of the issue of the decision. The ships finally 
left at the end of the year. As regards the Blue Division, 
His Majesty's Ambassador was informed by the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs on the 24th March that all members of the Blue 
Division would have returned to Spain by April 8th and it was 
announced later that any individuals remaining behind were 
volunteers who had passed to the German command, 
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On the two main points, namely, wolfram and 
German agents, little progress was m de. In spite of the 
official limitation of wolfram exports, large quantities continu 
to be smuggled across the frontier, until the moment of the 
German withdrawal, thanks to the efficient transport system 
set up by the German State organization, Sofindus and the 
complicity of highly placed Spaaken. OpEsetars. ties = not 
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until the end of the year that the last German agents were 
expelled from Spanish North Africa. On the other hand, very 

few agents had left Metropditan Spain by the time the Germans 
withdrew from the Pyrenees, thus making further expulsions 
impracticable. The Spanish Government were pressed from that 
moment to intern agents, but by the end of the year this had been 
done only in the case of about 20 out.of a list of about 150. 
Meanwhile, further agents continued to enter Spain by the German 
Lufthansa air service, which, at the same time, continued to 
carry valuable merchandise to Germany. Towards the end of the 
year, His Majesty's Ambassador made a strong protest to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs about the lack of progress in regard 
to the prevention of wolfram smuggling and the internment of 
German agents, and called attention to further causes of complaint 
against the Spanish Government. These were the failure to 
settle a number of matters in North Africa, resulting from the 
failure of the local authorities to respect British treaty rights 
or their discourtesy towards a British Consular Officer, in most 
of which cases our difficulties seemed to be due to the 
obstructive unfriendly attitude of the High Commissioner, 

General Orgaz: the continued persecution of persons sympathising 
with the cause of the United Nations: the failure to settle 

our claims for the restitution of properties belonging to British 
Protestant Mission Societies confiscated by the Spanish 
Authorities and for the return of bibles seized from the British 
Bible Society, and the failure to take measures to prevent the 
negotiation by German agents of forged British Bank Notes. 


While the Spanish Government failed during the 
year to meet some of our major outstanding grievances, it 
nevertheless showed readiness to adapt its policy to the changed 
course of the war in certain minor respects. In Sep tember 
instructions were issued to the Press to avoid any Germanophil 
tendency in political commentaries and to give to Allied war 
commentaries the prominence formerly accorded to those of the Axis 
and to cease criticism of Russia. As a result of repeated 
representations six small German naval auxiliary vessels, which 
took refuge in Pasajes after the withdrawal of the Germans from 
the Pyrenees frontier, were interned, At the end of September, 
in reply to the British and United States communications on the 
Subject, the Minister for Foreign Affairs gave an assurance that 
war criminals would not be admitted into Spain, though, he added, 
no public statement gould be made on the subject. In October, 
Captain Munn, an elderly British ornithologist, who had been 
expelled from Mallorca on a trumped-up charge of espionage , was 
allowed to return to his home in the island. His Majesty's 
Embassy were able to obtain the almost immediate cancellation of 
a fine of over 4,000,000 Pesetas imposed on a British subject in 
the Canary Islands for a Customs’ offence for which he was patently 
not responsible. Most important of all, an ad hoc agreement 
between His Majesty's Government and the Spanish Government was 
reached on the Srd October establishing a direct air service 
between London and Madrid. 


Anglo-Spanish relations 


Anglo-Spanish relations . 


The Spanish Government made various attempts 
during the year to give the impression that Anglo-Spanish 
relations left nothing to be desired. In reporting the speech 
made by the Secretary of State in the House of Commons on the 
25rd February, the Spanish Prdss gave prominence to Mr. Eden's 
expression of appreciation for Spain's attitude in the "very. 
dark days of the war", but omitted the references to Spain's 
association with Germany and the occupation of Tangier. 

Mr. Churchill's friendly allusions to Spain in his speech of 

the 24th May were represented as official approbation of 

General Franco's régime. General Franco's complacency and 
continued failure to appreciate the realities of the international 
situation were strikingly manifested in November, when the Duke 

of Alba handed to the Secretary of State a letter addressed to 

the Duke by General Franco on the 18th October, requesting a 
clarification of Anglo-Spanish relations and offering Spanteh sppat 
to Great Britain against Russia. 


On August Srd, Count Jordana, the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs who, since his appointment in succession to 
Sefior Serrano Sufier, had worked conscientiously for an improvement 
in Anglo-Spanish relations and for a diminution of the influence 
of Falange died suddenly at San Sebastian and was succeeded by 
Seflior Lequerica, Spanish Ambassador at Vichy. The new Minister 
at once gave assurances of his determination to settle our 
outstanding grievances, particularly as regards German agents 
and wolfram smuggling, but by the end of the year had | ee to 
make any considerable progress. 


Evolution of the régime. 


The year saw little real change in the 
character of the Government in spite of various manifestations 
intended to give the impression that democratic evolution was 
under way. Early in November, General Franco made a statement 
to a representative of the United Press in which he described 
Spain as an “Organic Democracy". This had been preceded by the 
syndical elections, which were much advertised in the Press as 
marking the second stage in General Franco's plan to enable 
Spaniards to take part in the management of their own affairs. 
The first stage, it was explained, had been the constitution 
of the Cortes and the third was to be the law of local 
administration, still under preparation, providing for municipal 
elections. In fact, the syndical elections were nothing more 
than a Palange ramp and entailed the compulsory attendance of 
voters who could in practice vote only for party nominated 
candidates. Shortly afterwards, the Official Bulletin 
published the organic law establishing the composition and function 
of the resuscitated Council of State, which was presented as a 
further stage in the construction of the "Organic Democracy". 


Falange / 


Falange 


There was little change during the year in 
the position of the Falange, although, for the first time, 
the diplomatic corps were not invited to the requiem mass at 
the Escorial on the anniversary of the execution of José 
Antonio Primo de Rivera. Of nine Civil Governors appointed 
in November, the majority were as convinced Falangists as 
their predecessors. In August a special Franco guard was 
formed from members of the old guard of the Falange and the 
Blue Division. Numerous incidents occurred of Falange 
demonstrations hostile to the Allies, particularly in Barcelona. 


The Monarchy issue 


While the position of Falange remained largely 
unchanged, there was equally little development on the issue 
of the monarchy. Early in the year an exchange of telegrams 
and letters took place between Don Juan and General Franco 
which ended in a more or less complete breach between the two, 
In February a thirty page pamphlet issued by the monarchists 
was submitted to General Franco through the ne dium of General 
Vig6én, together with a letter signed by a number of outstanding 
personalities calling for the abolition of FPalange and 
advocating a regency as a first step towards the restoration 
of the monarchy. In March a monarchist demonstration followed 
by 200 arrests, was organised in Madrid in favour of Don Juan 
and expressly against the so-called Carlos VIII, grandson (by 
his mother) of Don Carlos (VII), who died in 1909, who had been 
brought to Barcelona by the Falange, with the object of driving 
a wedge into the monarchist ranks, The very ineffectual young 
man was later dropped and passed once more into obscurity. 
In the same month four vrofessors, including the Vice-Rector, 
of Madrid University, were arrested and rasticated following 
the discovery of a concerted monarchist movement with the 
support of about 100 professors in Universities all over Spain. 


Left-Wing activities. — 


The close police control exercised by the 
Government effectively prevented any major activities by 
outstanding left-wing elements, although in February subversive 
plots were discovered at Malaga and Tetuan. After the 
withdrawal of the Germans from the Pyrenees, Spanish Republicans 
were for a time in control of certain parts of the frontier and 
throughout October there was a series of incidents between 
Spanish military fopces and these republican elements, who 
had been encouraged by republican propaganda to suppose that 
they had only to cross the Pyrenees in order to be received with 
open arms by their countrymen and start a successful revolution. © 
At the end of December the police suddenly arrested some 300 
persons, mostly business and professional classes, including 
wellknown republicans or former members of Gil Robles Centre 
Party. Most of these persons were released shortly afterwards. 


Spanish - U.S. relations / 
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Spanish - U.S. relations 


The Spanish Government made great efforts 
during the year to establish friendly relations with the United 
States of America and on the 2nd December a Civil Aviation 
Agreement was signed providing, under reciprocity, for the 
establishment of United States Civil Aviation lines across 
Spanish territory with landing rights at various points. The 
United States Ambassador, Mr. Hayes, received flattering 
official tributes on relinguishing his post at the end of the 
year and was presented by General Franco with his portrait 


painted by Zuloaga. 


His Majesty's Embassy 


The year was marked by two outstanding 
occurrences as regards the staff of His Majesty's Embassy. 
On the 17th May, His Majesty's Minister, Mr. Arthur Yencken, 
was killed in an accident when flying to Barcelona in order to 
be present at the exchange of British, American and German 
wounded prisoners-of-war and civilians. The Spanish Government, 
as a Special gesture of sympathy, accorded funeral honours 
equivalent to those of a General of Division. Towards the end 
of Deceniber, Sir Samuel Hoare relinquished his post as Ambassador 
on special mission to Spain, Sir Samuel Hoare arrived in Spain 
io June, 1940, when the German Armies were advancing through 
France. Four months before he left he had the satisfaction . 
of being among the first to cross the International Bridge at 
Irun on the withdrawal of the German Armies from the Pyrenees 


frontier. 


Pr anda activities of H.M. Embassy and the attitude of the 
Spanish Press. 


The general tendency described in the appendix |. 
to last year's annual report was developed during 1944 and eus 
propaganda activities expanded considerably. Our bulletin for 
the Spanish authorities which had a circulation of some 10,000 
at the beginning of the year had more than doubled its readership 
by the end. A weekly survey was also inaugurated in this 
period and quickly reached a circulation of over 25,000. 
Advantage was taken of the/press to run four differant services 
of syndicated articles on political and military matters as well as 
feed the specialised periodicals with a variety of subjects 
Suited to their needs from finance to football. An indication 
of our increasing success in placing our photographs may be 
seen in the fact that in December, 1945, only 25 were placed 
as against 235 in November, 1944. 


It was reaching the somewhat embarrassing 
Situation towards the end of the year that our opportunities were 
measured only by the opportunism of the Falangist press 
authoritges who seemed only too anxious to bring the whole of 
their totalitarianism machinery to the defence of democracy - 
or their guaint interpretation of it. We could not aatogether 
eschew these opportunities. NON TALI AUXILIO.. is a noble 
sentiment but a dangerous one for Press Attachés. 
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Law regarding local administration. 


Above law was passed by cortes 47th July. It 
Z 94.18 /233/41 contains exhaustive account of composition 


functions powers and duties of the bodies and 
Sir V. Mallet,| officials which will be concerned in tasks of local 
madrid government, and describes reference to each other 
oh and to Central Government Madrid. Comments on 

(1 /203/45) this. Copied to Lisbon. 
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Received. | 
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SPAIN. August 13, 1945. 


CONFIDENTIAL. SECTION l. 


[Z 9448/2383 /44) Copy No. 


Sir V. Mallet to Mr. Bevin. —(Received 13th August.) 
(No. 424.) 


Sir, Madrid, 1st August, 1949. 

THE law regarding local administration, to which reference has been made 
in several despatches and telegrams from this post, and which has been heralded 
by General Franco as one of the main bases of the ‘‘ Organic Democracy ’’ which 
is to be the new Spain, was passed by the Cortes on the 17th July last. The 
law comprises altogether sixty-eight articles and contains an exhaustive account 
of the composition, functions, powers and duties of the bodies and officials which 
will be concerned in the tasks of local Government and describes in detail their 
reference to each other and to the Central Government in Madrid. 

2. The section which has been given most publicity is that providing for a 
limited system of self-government. Under the new arrangements the alcade, 
or mayor, of each municipality is to be assisted by a council, whose members will 
be elected, one third by ‘‘ heads of families,’ one third by the syndicates, and 
the remainder by the previous two thirds from cultural, economic and professional 
associations and leading local personalities. Lists of candidates for election 
under the last of these three headings will be put forward by the Civil Governor. 
By invariable custom, the Civil Governor is also the provincial chief of the 
Falange. As the Falange will also directly control one third of the councillors 
through the syndicates, while the mayor himself is nominated by the Civil 
Governor or the Minister of the Interior, according to the size of the municipality, 
it is evident that, in effect, a minimum scope will be allowed to the democratic 
element represented by the ‘‘ heads of families.’’ In the provincial sphere the 
Civil Governor is to be assisted by a provincial council. This, however, far from 
being freely elected, is to be selected by officials of the provincial authority from 
among the alcaldes and councillors of the province. It will be seen from this 
that the arrangement contains in effect a very small measure of free election. 

3. Other features of the law make striking innovations in municipal 
administration and it remains to be seen whether they will suffer the same fate 
as so many of the ambitious legislative measures promulgated in Spain, and 
be stilil-born. Municipalities will be required to embark on an ambitious pro- 
gramme of public works, providing for, among other things, public washing 
facilities (which are notoriously lacking in Spain), arrangements for collecting 
and cremating rubbish, disinfection and anti-insect campaigns, and the develop- 
ment of hygienic-dwelling places, and including.in municipalities of more than 
9,000 inhabitants, the introduction of drinking water laid on in private dwellings, 
a laboratory for the analysis of food, children’s sports’ grounds and public parks, 
&c., &c. These duties are balanced by the grant of sweeping powers unpre- 
cedented in Spain. Under article 18 of the draft law, municipalities are given 
powers which enable them to enter the market as competitors in virtually any 
activity at present carried on by private enterprise. Thus, “‘ the municipalities 
will be able to exploit directly services relating to business, industry, mining, 
forestry or agriculture, which may be of prime necessity or public utility, and 
which can be provided within the limits of the municipality to the benefit of its 
inhabitants.’’ Powers are also given to the municipality to establish monopolies 
over the supply of water, electricity, gas, the collection and exploitation of 
waste, slaughterhouses, markets and a number of other similar activities of 
public interest, including, in towns of not more than 10,000 inhabitants, the 
supply of meat, fish, fruit and vegetables. (At present, water is the only public 
utility over which they may establish a monopoly.) They will also be able to 
engage, though without monopoly, in the supply of food-stuffs or articles of 
prime necessity, such as oven, bakeries and other similar institutions, dwellin 
houses, public granaries, credit and savings banks and places of entertainment. 
It may be noted that the powers over the control of marketing and supplies 
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of food, would enable enterprising municipalities to transfer to their i 
control the extremely lucrative black market, a contingency against which no 
provision seems to be made in spite of the many safeguards against other abuses 
contained in the Bill. 

4. It is interesting that this experiment in the grant of exceptional powers 
is limited to the smallest unit in Spanish local government, 7.e., the municipio 
as opposed to the provincial diputacién, and, in effect, constitutes an act of 
decentralisation which in the long run may prove beneficial in a country which 
for so long has suffered from the excessive concentration of power in the hands 
of the central authorities. If the Spanish Government really intend their 
experiment to be put into effect they have acted with sensible caution in limiting 
its operation to the few small units which are likely to have the courage and 
initiative necessary to use their powers. In Spain the working classes and poor 
country people constitute a great reserve of vitality and undeveloped talent which 
must be canalised if use is to made of it in the interests of the country and 
which will certainly have freer play in the more familiar life of the village 
and small town than would be the case if the experiments were to be conducted 
on a provincial scale. Moreover, the ill effects would only be felt among the 
comparatively small population under the authority of the municipality if, in 
any particular case, a local experiment in ‘‘ municipalising’’ production and 
other activities were to be a failure. Local government on a decentralised basis 
might well prove a training ground for the development of a sense of responsibility 
and proportion in the conduct of public affairs without which representative 
Government can never succeed and which is at present sadly lacking in Spain. 

5. In conclusion, it should be added that many of the duties enumerated 
in the law as falling on the different units of local government (e.g., street 
lighting, the provision of free medical and dispensary facilities, &c., &c.) are 
already provided for in previous legislation. 


6. I am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty’s Ambassador 
at Lisbon. 


I have, &c. 
V. A. L. MALLET. 
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Sir, 


The law regarding local administration, to which reference 
has been made in several despatches and telegrams from this 
post, and which has been heralded by General Franco as one of 
the main: bases of the "Organic Democracy" which is to be the 
new Spain, was passed by the Cortes on 17th July laste fThe 
law comprises altogether 68 articles and contains an exhaustive 
account of the composition, functions, powers and duties of 
the bodies and officials which will be concerned in the tasks 
of local Government and describes in detail their reference 
to eachjother and to the Central Government in Madrid. 


2e The section which has been given most publicity is 
thet providing for a limited system of self-government. Under 
the new arrangements the Alcalde, or Mayor, of each municipality 
is to be assisted by a council, whose members will be elected, 
one third by “heads of families", one third by the syndicates, 
and the remainder by the previous two thirds from cultural, 
economic and professional associations and leading local personali- 
ties. Lists of candidates for election under the last of these 


‘three headings will be put forward by the Civil Governor. By 


invariable custom the Civil Governor is also the provincial 


|'chief of the Falangee. As the Falange will also directly control 


one third of the councillors through the syndicates, while the 
Mayor himself is nominated by the Civil Governor or the hiinister 
of the Interior, according to the size of the municipality, 

it is evident that in effect a minimum scope will be allowed 

to the democratic element represented by the "heads of families". 
In the provincial sphere the Civil Governor is to be assisted by 
a provincial councile This, however, far from being freely 
elected, is to be selected by officials of the provincial . .» 
authority from among the Alcaldes and councillors of the province. 
It will be seen fron this that the arrangement contains in 
effect a very small measure of free election. 


4. Other features of the law make striking innovations 
in municipal administration and it remains to be seen whether 
they will suffer the same fate as so many of the ambitious 
lecislative measures promulgated in Spain, and be still born. 
Municipalities will be required to embark on an ambitious 
programme of public works, providing for, among other things, 
public washing facilities (which are notoriously lacking in 
Spain), arrangements for collecting and cremating rubbish, 
disinfection and anti-insect campaigns, and the development 
of hygienic dwelling places, sand including in municipalities 
of more than 5,000 inhabitants, the introduction of drinking 
water laid on in private dwellings, a laboratory for the 
analysis of food, children's sports' grounds and public parks, 
etc., etce These duties are balanced by the grant of sweeping 
powers unprecedented in Spaine Under Article 15 of the draft 
Law municipalities are given powers which enable them to enter 
the market as competitors in virtually any activity at present 


carried on by private enterprise. ‘Thus, Widiaicntihl cic, <3 
Ww 


The Right Honourable 


Ernest Bevin, MeP-, 
Foreign Office, 


oe, Bs 


will be able to exploit directly services relating to 
business, industry, mining, forestry or agriculture, which 
may be of prime necessity or public utility and which can 

be provided within the limits of the municipality to the 
benefit of its inhabitants". Pwwers are also given to the 
municiYpality to establish monopolies over the supply of water, 
electricity, gas, the collection and exploitation of 

waste, slaughterhouses, markets and a number of other similar 
activities of public interest, including, in towns of not 
more than 10,000 inhabitants, the supply of meat, fish, fruit 
and vegetables. (At present water is the only public utility 
over which they may establish a monopoly). ‘They will also 

be able to engage, though without monopoly, in the supply 

of foodstuffs or articles of prime necessity such as ovens, 
bakeries and other similar institutions, dwelling houses, 
public granaries, credit and savings banks and places of enter- 
tainment. It may be noted that the powers over the control 
of marketing and supplies of food, would enable enterprising 
‘municipalities to transfer to their complete control the 
extremely lucrative black market, a contingency against which 
no provision seems to be made in spite of the many safeguards 
against other abuses contained in the Bill. 


4e It is interesting that this experiment in the grant 

of exceptionai powers is limited to the smallest unit in 
' Spanish local government, ieee the municipio as opposed to the 
provincial diputacién, and in effect constitutes an act of 
decentralisation which in the long run may prove beneficial in 

s country which for so long has suffered from the excessive 
concentration of power in the hands of the central authorities. 
If the Spanish Government really intend their experiment to 

be put into effect they have acted with sensible caution in 
limiting’ its operation to the few small units which are likely 
to have the courage and initiative necessary to use their powers. 
In Spain the working classes and poor country people constitute 
a great reserve of vitality and undeveloped talent which must 

be canalised if use is to be made of it in the interests of 

the country and which will certainly have freer play in the 

more familiar life of the village and small town than would 

be the case if the experiments were to be conducted on a provincial 
scale. jloreover, the ill effects would only be felt among the 
comparatively small population under the authority of the 
municipality if in any particular case a local experiment in 
"municipalising" production and other activities were to be a 
failure. Local government on a decentralised basis might well 
prove a training ground for the development of a sense of res- 
ponsibility and proportion in the conduct of public affairs 
without which representative government can never succeed and 
which is at present sadly lacking in Spain. 
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5. In conclusion it should be added that many of the > 
duties enumerated in the law as falling on the different units 
local government (e.g. street lighting, the provision of free 
inedical and dispensary facilities, etc., etc.) are already 
provided for in previous legisiation. 


I am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Lisbon. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest 
respect, Sir, | 
Your most obedient humble Servant, 
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protest ‘at behaviour of Falangists on occas! 
: nere o Dr. Mora €és at Reus. 


Refers to Ghaneery latter of 20th march 
(Z %3879/233/41).. Encloses copy of translation of 
denial about prominence of swastika, and Falangist 
behaviour, received from Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. ¢onsulate General Barcelona were able 
to confirm account however; 
aide mémoire which was left with Political 
Department requesting Ministry to verify 
truthfulness of their reply. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
MADRID. 


~ 3lst July, 1945. 


pear Department, 


Please refer to the letter from the Consulate- 
General at Barcelona No. H/23/45, of March 12th, about i 
the incidents which occurred at the time of the funeral 
of Dr. Norales at Reus, of which a copy was sent to you 
on March 20the 


We duly protested to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs about the behaviour of the Falangists and the 
prominenee given to the swastika on this occasion. After 
two months'interval we received a flat denial in reply, 
in a note verbale of which a translation is attached. 
As the Consulate-General at Barcelona were able to give 
us ample confirmation of their original account, a further 
aide-mémoire (of which a copy with translation is also 
attached) was left today with the Acting Head of the 
European Section of the Political Department, to whom 
it was suggested that in the light of the accounts which 
it contained, the Ministry might wish to verify the truth- 
fulness of the information on which their reply to us 
had been based. 


Yours ever, 


Chancery. 


Foreign Office, 
— BeWe 1. 
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TRANSLATION 2 
OF NOTE VERBALE PROM. INTSTET OF FOREIGN APPAIRS y 
dated 23rd June, oe 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs present 
their compliments to His Britannic Majesty's Embassy, 
and. have,..the honour to inform them that from the 
investigation carried out by the competent authority 
it transpires that at the funeral of Dr. Morales 
which took place at Reus in March last, no shouts ES: 
of any kind were to be heard and no flag.was to be oe 
seen other than that of the Falange which covered the “e 
bier. 


E28 MRMODRS 


30 wee stated. in the Minketey's Nete No. 55) (BR) BB) 
ef June 24rd, that on the cesesion of the fumerel of bester 
- Mevfikes vnien teok plese at Reus in Herch Jeet, nochante of 
eng Rind, were. te be heard new.was any flag to be aeen other 
then that of the Palenge whieh covereé the coffin... - 

km Whew of the elesr denial: conteined in the Nintatry's 
Hote ef the feete recorded in the side-~mémoire left with Seflor 
de) Castille hy Mr. Bowker.on March Bird, the Mahasay heve been 
at pains to check their own version of the facets. ‘the Ministry 
may be interested to rend the following detailed ascounts by 
 witeesees of the incident whe have preved reliable in the past. 
“Rn le sivdad de Reus @] din 4 del coppiente y a lias tres de 
le tarde.on la carretera Ge Palast a Reus, y cerca de onta 
priseme poblesiaéa, «1 Deuter Momnles, Jefe Comapagal de ia 0.5.5. 
fué datenido per un peieamo en medic de ila aubretera. De un 
grupe eereano salieron unea diapares ice cuales dieron muerte 
inetentanea el meneionmade Decter. 1.06 mignos individues is 
Goleearon nuevamente dentro de su coche y le dejaron parade on | 
le mieme carretera. 
Ayer? ee celebré el] enticrroe en la eiudad de Reus y al qual 
asistié ebligatoriamente toda la poblasién y representaciones 
politioas falanvistes de teda le comarca. inginne a0 OMiah.t 
todos los comereios, fabrieas y loeeles de diversién y veel 
eetuviesen cerrados durante 61 mencianade qutiervea, %1 fereqyy: 
fub puesto on un furgén pave trasledarle a le ciudad do Canpey "| 
de Gone ¢s a“ ©] apeeinade. sntre les coronas hebia _ o 


pide ge Fy ‘4 


wnifometos Giron moves 01 comunione, 0 susie x 0 100 4 Lae 
Bl feretyo fué lievade « heubros por les distintas : 
Valls, Pelest y otros pusbles. Astotié tambien o2 


' . - - . 3 | 
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re. al” tee ae 


: ox-combationtes Ge 1a Divistén Asi (quises me Sehpenia 
* qpeern) 9 oe Goctacuba wi wenelto alebin’ Go apeldtic Hera, 


Ie may concoeiéo en la cemarea por sus acti 
| Gel pertide nectonsl-sceialists alenan, Este grupo griteben 
cag. 9 “‘"uers 01 Cominiens,* "Vive ia Palenge,” woere ts ‘ 
a oe "“uera Ingleterre” y "Gibralter pera Hepa,” ! ~ 
-(&) TembBien pude ebservar que entre les Giversss serenas que 


Les edlores Ge las banfevas capafelas, falengietas y 
aleuanas, y wna cinta ‘een le “erus gueeéa” wate les tres.” 
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"In the town of Reus on the 4th of the current 
month and at 3 peme Dre Morales, District Chief of 
the C.N.S., was held up by a peasant in the middle 
of the road between Falset and Reus. From a group 
nearby, shots were fired which killed Dr. Morales 

instantaneously. These individuals put the body 

into their car and left it stopped in the same road. 


Yesterday the funeral took place in the city of 
Reus and Palangist political representatives of the 


whole district had to attend. Also all firms, factories 


and places of amusement had to be shut during the 
funeral. The bier was placed on a hearse and taken 
to the town of Caspe, which was the victim's home- 
town. Among the wreaths was one with the Swastika. 
During the demonstration Falangists shouted, “Death 


to Russia, Communism and the Allies". The bier was 
carried on the shoulders of the Mayors of Valls, 
Falset and other villages. The Civil Governor of 


Tarragona was also present and, at a certain moment, 
made a speech in very emphatic terms in favour of 
the "New Order". It was broadcast by the official 
transmittors of Reus and Tarragona." 


"Out of curiosity he attended this demonstration 
and was able to observe the following facts:- 


(a) Among those present he noticed that there 
was a large group of former combatants of the 
Blue Division (perhaps a complete company) 
and a German national called Horn, very well 
known for his activities as head of the 

German nationalist party, was specially in 


evidence. / 


evidence. This group shouted, “Death to 
Communism", “Long live the Falange", "Death 
to Democracy", “Death to England", and 
"Gibraltar for Spain". rite 


(b) Also he was able to notice that among the 
wreaths which accompanied the bier there 
were some of large dimensions with the colours 
of the Spanish, Falangist and German flags and 
a ribbon with the Swastika joined the three 


together." 
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Our Ref VH/JHK/KL. Sinitstene, 
| Harrow. 


‘Middlesex, 


Meher {A ist Bees pia 
The Comptroller-General, 
Department :of : peels ana trade, | 
Hawkins House, 
. Dolphin amere, SaWe'De 
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L Dear Sir, 


od M oaenee nes Sate 


“As we think it. may be of - sarbrent to your department, we 
give you the following extract from a report we have received 
from our eee Sees RPE OESRLENE Ye who visited Spain recently:-= 


4 ent ‘of Reeves & Sons, Lta, " I called upon my friend 
Mr. Juan quston, essrs. Reeves, and was. disappointed 
to find that he was looking much older and thinner as a result of 
his experience of the German-Spanish Gestaop methods. Several 
members of the British community, including Mr. Webb, manager of 
the Anglo-South American Bank, had experiences of Spanish prisons, 
but I believe that that of Mr. Houston was the worst of all. 
Life had been more or less unbearable in Barcelona for some time, 
as the authorities apparently were doing their utmost to compel 
British subjects to leave the country, the the consulate did not 
think this to be in our interests and Mr. Houston decided to 
remain more as a matter of duty than out of personal interest. 


The notorious Himmler paid a visit to Barcelona, and a few 
days later the authorities called at Mr. Houston's home, where 
they made a thorough search and from there they took him to one 
of their gaols, He was detained for several weeks, during 
which time he was put through the Gestapo methods of interro- 
gation at all hours of the day and night, and during which he 
lived. in solitary confinement under appalling conditions. 


The object was to obtain a signed confession that he was a British 
spy, Which, had he signed it to be free of the terture, would. er 
doubtless have resulted in his being delivered over the frontier. — 
He is unable to write anything of his experiences, and he has 
asked me to call upon his various principals to explain to them 
the reasons why he is unable to give his attention to their 
interests as he did before his experiences, 


Since the defeat of Germany, the Spanish papers continue to 
praise the policy of neutrality which enabled them to keep out — 
of the war, but I trust that our government , which no doubt has | 
full information of this and other similar cases, will demand call 
explanation of the use of these. Gestapo methods when they were 
supposed to be neutral. Having backed the losing side Spal 
cannot reasonably expect not to lose the stakes, and if only th 

we may be respected by the Spaniards themselves it is to ‘be. 10 


that our authorities will abandon all kid gléve methods 


demand satisfaction for the past and fair treatin nt for t he : atur il 
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Madrid Where a cocktail party was helt 
Those Preagat, were the Brit ish residents in Madrid and’ 
were Present, and in fect I imagtr Senet n official ‘q 
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Z: Spain ; 
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may therefore *orze, 
fairly secure for some “months. Propaganda has 


however that military coup will eliminate Franco 
and the Falange. 


from His Majesty's Consul General Barcelona. 


Public feeling in Spain 


O am decla 


States it is unlikely that average man is 
anxious for fundamental political change. Franco 


hope his petition ig 


ons uen nD 


twisted attacks on the régime into attacks on the 
country itself. There is still possibility 


Quotes from telegraphic reports 
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This telegram from Sir V. Mallet gives further 
support to the view that there is quite a chance that 
Franco, if left alone for the next few months, will 
make serious efforts to reform his administration 
and may indeed voluntarily withdraw from the scene. 
If, however, too much external §ressure is agplied 
then there is a risk either that Franco will be 
able to dig himself in more firmly or that theewill be 
some kind of d'etat by the Generals. However, 


coup 
such a coup d'etat, though it might mean the dis- 


apperance of Franco without too much bloodshed, would 
not involve a radical reform of the régime or necessé 
ily imply any great improvement in the Spanish 
internal position. It would merely mean that we had 
exchanged one form of dictatorship for another, and 
the lot of the average Spaniard would not have been 
appreciably improved. All the more reason, therefore, 


for us to continue to avoid intervening. 
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Sir V. Mallet 
NO. 52 


D. 7.00 p.m. 15th August, 1945 
15th August, 1945 R. 6.05 a.m. 14th August, 1945 


Repeated to Madrid 
. Lisbon SAVING 


Gibraltar 
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TUPORTANT 


Reactions to the British Beh eae have now become 


suber by general feel n Potsdem reference 
<7 itis ¢ is temptin 5 t cons true ares Ss feelin tron ‘ 


opin ons of either monarchist or re one 
o naturally tend to become more ao ial bs extern 
poaisien of régime weakens, but I doub ie average man 
‘. either ready or anxious as yet for any fundamental political 
change. 


Wreinavyl F CAM UVIiVA 


2. There is a considerable amount of native icism 
in the p perempiel ty Sse ¢ citizen of this country which 
oduces an to a De thy and war-weariness. 
@e may be sceptical about Franco's claim to immaculate neutrality 
and to the championship of law and pa he age inst the Bolshevik 
begey but he a5 ay pavegren+y i ssed by wholesale 
denunciation of gine from outside and by’ aden tages of 
a brand of political liberty which he regards as dema go gy 
tather than democracy whenever it is prepounded outsi nglo- 
Saxon countries, 


5. Franco may therefore Pte eae eee ie aod 


AVi IV BE REPFAVUVUVEY FAV IVYUAAT TA! VALLT 
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of reste: evolution af be h he is at 
by such measures as th of rognts 
eb ue f a local preser . ae and gre es so-called 


oofiticsl of fenders, 5 with we him R. ma R nd —_ months 
°o come ¢ at least S Gizcoutage Rd 7 Ne tour of nis 


ons A ant maty 00 convinced 9 ae R yg 
be e vindicated 


short aiiet ae A 
Peektion: thing short pf eves, That his. -s 
+ it would be the signel for ind te vielence on all - 


sides. ‘oe ws a oy 


4, Needless to o ay,¢ 
yes tent 
ben DP aiiiek cs an ta as an inte renee “ns 8 raal’ pt 


measure of success in 
ieeied Bh unwarranted and unw hy to which ve have seh 


unepetzat in the pas 
at 


an attack ify in’ the the coum 
Russian pressure. 


5. 
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5. Nevertheless in the face of definite 30° 20 Sions that 
Petsdem declaration was to be fellewed up immediately by Great 
Brae and United States taking extrem s te oomnenss 
sanctions er a breach ef dip lomatic relations str 
om propente mat a military coup would be staged oe te 

ance and the oe erfondly if te us it clear that these ore 
only obstacles endly relations with us and that we would 
recognise the: prevassena? gime which took Franco's place, But 
such a coup wie ld oy ne means necessarily guarantee to the 
citizen A, liberties which are the ¢g goat of the United Nations. 
A law geen te that fer the defence of the ey ictpeek indefinitely 
suspen aang on » heat. et constitution, would quickly supervene 
as generals in contrel weuld insist that erp. undec.] lew and 
erder could not be maintained, 


6. I base these views on many oenversations 
in the last few days as well as rts from Consulates whieh 
have nw reached me. Repert of practically all, peints gut ebvious 
fact that there is widespread satisfaction among France's 
SPORES » nex Woushens ~~ moderate eleménts and g some str 
ng supperters, Their vicws apeng wie h there = = 
contradie ions are best represen es y following telegr 
reper ss frem a mapesty's Censul General Baree aay 


mest impertant pest: 


Begins) | "there is a @ivergence of reactions ever the ¢ Potsdam 
deétara arge number ef the peeple feel we are sa oy 
nisinforned va . ae about true situation in Spain: they wil 
net realise that the spesgeeesen refers te the present Spanish 
Gevernment and net te Spain as a country; they are therefore 

somewhat bewildered as well as offended at the stron ee, en 


Sencttiy ai Yr B.B.C. Even these whe have no love 


ith: Spaniards 


for Pte 


Caudi porary de not pet gut te unter erage. On the ether hand 
eppe wit s naturally see 2 RR .. bo) encouragement. 

W tb eer g@ so far as to ta mrp toby § action is 
doubtful, aed be centent to “walt Gl tly fer os ee 
of present Sp nish evermn aS ante cone thing. nere acgepeas? e 

to os and ter hen. pt real is e transition is 9 reeny fore eine. 
There has been a serious fall in industrial share values 


Bareelena steek exchange and a minimum value has been impe sed" , 


[Ends]. 
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BRITISH! EMBAS$YAUG 1945 
SAN SEBASTIAN. 


Ath August, ae" 


Ae 


st 


We were a good deal rushed in trying to draft 

the answer-to your telegram No..7 of August ist about 

Tangier. But,I hope thet my telegram No. .12:of 

August 3rd-may have -been of some use -to.you.... It is 

aiffieult eneuch even for an Ambassador who has long 

experience of a -country ‘te answer the sort .of hypothetical 

questions ‘which you asked me and I .am afraid that any 

estimate of what Franco's reaction may be, must be very 
-lergely guesswork. In drafting my telegram, I naturally 

took ‘the -advice of those members.of my staff who sare most 

competent to advise me. 


Jim Bowker will be in London at the same time 
as this letter and. I-hope that you will have a talk with 
him. He will-be able to give you some sort of picture 
of the very. confused situation which I find here. TO 
begin with, it is not easy in San Sebastian to discover 
what is really going .on-in the rest of the country. It 
is probably equally difficult in Madrid, because the 
members of the Government are scattered all over the country. 
Franco is holiday-making in Galicia, the new Foreign Minister 
has been presumably getting to know his own office and ‘ 
is arriving -here on August 6thg most .of the diplomatic ogrps 
are up here and I am busy making their acquaintance and 
' trying -to pick their brains. I should like particularly 
to mention how extremely co-operative Armour is being. He 
took the trouble to-come the whole.way to Madrid to greet 
me on my arrival at the airport and-.here I amin daily 
contact with him. -There ts a distinct feeling that Franco 
and his entourage are alarmed.,.. Fhe result of the British 
elections, *the unusually straight talk which I gave him on 
presenting my letters and now. the blast from Potsdam are 
gérierally believed. to have made a -dent in fhe armour of 
hi's complacency. -- There-.is no doubt that many of the 
Generals are: impressed - by these events and are talking again | 
about the need Ser a change of Bete f There is, however, : “2 
It ee 


“ages 
Sonaled baten: to. eusthen ee * 
' develop into a epvrrs Tote | ! -~ On 
underst eod: ve Wien vine 1 yr 8 tin i on the left. 
| +> Phe f. act remains 
gtence to which 
hy 4 ‘properly ) 
/ pre tins em for: an. ; Seah abende. of. » [t-may well be, 
therefore, that .even Af the change ts way | 
take quite a long time to meres 


never -foretel! ‘whether s Sia or outside th 
‘country ‘may not postpone: almost indefin 
me voetlor 30 osdato sine ay besesnen Taeceen. 

y ed © faa: 3 fii saciid AV AF) @ Lan OM: apis! 


he 


THs AtPw hateandg or “8.0% PEE hae 
nastersé” WSh1u0? to Babe Saale "be 


“Ko :) °“°P@he Generals are obviously determin 
to risk provoking a fresh Civil War or anything 
like it and if they felt that we were exenting 
pressure. under Russian influence,they w d be 
quite capable of swinging back ;to full. support. of 
Franco. 


el not 


- ” : 
‘ f ~ 


fn these cire@emstaiicés °1£t\'seéms to me 
‘Wery open %6 question waétHer “we. shosba°be wise 
Ain ‘prévokitig °a °shéw-dowd with thé: Spentsn ee 
LY ‘se Wenheiérs “ART though nothing may Neve “been 
| “agtaelly said, it is probably ‘generally beTieved 
thet: we have 6 “Lite ti on Or: éntirély pasting othe 
pantérds “out of ‘Tangier “dupitic! the “interim “peri o4 
i ae an ‘attempt ‘to do go WOTd céFtainly otie as a 
‘very great shock -to “thert ‘and may’ fndéed bé s6nsidered 
“extrémély provocative, Wer do ol “fea? ‘ confident that 
such assurances as we covlli #ivé “regarding the 
future would . carry much conviction. 


J ~¢ 


, . 
or 


AS regards thé Potsdam aeelaration, “the 
“epsaten, Wovernmefit ‘have, ‘for obvious feasons, 
‘suppressed’ the faTl text “of “the | ‘paragpapn: dealing with 
, Spain.  Pstpposé thet “oné “eoild ‘hardly éxpect a 
‘Governiment-contrélled préss toe publish a@lidirect . 
se attack uvdn thé Government itself; but No doubt our 
ce * | publicity methods ‘ will get the facts widély known. 
before Tong end it will be extremely interésting to 
2 ap gee “whe t~ the Kéeaction will be. °° “an much ‘too'hew to 
» --* - - this job“to féeb happy about any: attempt ‘to mish the 
, | Spaniards: ‘off their feéts “In many “G6untPies it would 
~~" “seem the obvious policy to follow ub One blow with «a 
: " “guéeesSion ‘of -6ther ‘blows; in order to ‘drive cthe 
| - advantage fiofie. ' Péoplé Here who ‘have “long experience of 
“the country assufé tie thet this isnot a method which 
‘works with the Spanfards: ‘and tHat there its always a 
grave risk,if one pushes too hardy éf driving the Spaniards 
 into-an | attitude “of 1trulish ana: blind obstinacy. I think 
T have pushed ‘very Strongly for a start, ‘but cht may 
“be well t6 ‘give “tite now for what Tchave saté-to sink in. 
, @aite ‘possi 1¥ I may get ‘some enlightenment “thr ough my 
talks’ with’ ‘the Poréign Minister ext wedks SHS. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1., 
August 15th, 1945. 


I should have written before to thank you 
very much indeed for your personal letter of 
August 4th, which gives your first impressions 
of Spain. We also had a talk with Jim Bowker 
and I think we know therefore pretty well the 
views of the Embassy on the present situation. 
We are all here quite clear as to the desirability 
of avoiding any action which Franco could 

interpret as an attack on Spanish interests in 

order to rally Spanish opinion around him. For 

the moment, if we can hold it, we seem to have got 
Franco just where we want him and I am sure what 

you describe in your despatch as an ominous attitude 
on our part, whilst leaving on the Spaniards the 
onus of finding a way out, is absolutely right. 

If only we can handle the Tangier negotiations 

in the way we want, all will be well. It is 
certainly the wish of the Secretary of State. 


(SGD) O.C. HARVEY. 


His sxcellency 
Sir V.A.L. Mallet} K.C.M.G., C.V.0., 
etc., etc. etc., 
British Embassy, 
Madrid. 


| \ » € 
Nenbo 4% «9816/233/41) § a Por Fe satakt 
sécnceile-te e only condition attached to above it is 
Victor 34 ot ae i - reported is that France should be allowed to live 
-———— quietly in Spain in some honorary capacity. As 
No. 48 soon as arrangements are made Franco will ensure 
disappearance of Palenege Prfol stated he hoped 
Dated 22d August ,1 His Majesty's Government and the United States 
Government would not exact any pressure. Above 


Received e 
re Repstne er August,194 he oy confirmed by Portuguese Ambassador in 
Spain,: 
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3 himself, . THe pas telegram does, however, indicate 

: that Oriol is a serious individual 4nd suggests that 
there may well be something in this move to bring about 
a restoration of the monarchy. 


There have, of course, been frequent rumours 
during the last few years that a restoration of the 
monarchy was about to take place, and indeed it is not 
so very long ago that the chances of Don juan 

staging a successful return seemed pretty high. During 
the last twelve months or so, however, the stock of the 
monarchists has fallen considerably and until quite 
recently it looked as if Franco's own position inside 
Spain had been appreciably strengthened. However, with 
the Potsdam declaration and the change of Government 

in this country Franco*s position has been seriously 
weakened and it seems clear from Sir Victor Mallet's 
recent reports, and in particular from his telegram 

No. 49, that not only is Franco himself very nervous 
about the future, but many of the more moderate 
elements who have hitherto supported Franco out of fear | 
of another civil war and of going from a dictatorship 
of the Right to one of the Left, are now plucking up 
courage and are beginning to think that there is a 
chance of setting up some kind of moderate government 
in Spain. 


It has often been suggested that in view of the 11 ee Ren SEH 
conditions in present day Spain - the backwardness of rae 
most of the population, the high level of illiteracy, |“ “*“@°~. 
and the general lack of political sense among the Lai ‘Se ok 
inhabitants — a constitutional monarchy is the kind of | y~ (nw+ pe 
government best suited to the country, and in view of tm ErEA dan nv 
past history and tradition the kind of régime most ae | ‘ 
likely to be be acceptable to the majority of C e Kr 
Spaniards. We have repeatedly been told that anything 
in the nature of a return to power by the exiled 
Republicans such as Dr. Negrin would arouse great 
opposition from all but the extreme Left elements in 
Spain, and would almost certainly end in civil war. 
On the assumption that this is really so, then the only 
alternative to continuing with Franco would seem to be 
some reasonably moderate centre government.-: This 
government ebuild be either a constitutional monarchy 
or a Repyblic on the pre-war French lines. For 
historical reasons the bulk of Spaniards, and 
particularly the Army, who are still the most powerful 
element in the country, are much more likely to prefer 
the monarchy. 
W bate | | ~ 
When the question is looked at from the Spanish 
point of view or from the purely British point of view, 
the important thing seems to be that if a change of 
government is to take place, this should be done 
peacefully and without bloodshed. For the reasons 
_@Xplained above the chances of this happening look 
greater if the new government is a constitutional 
monarchy than if it is a republic; and if therefore the 
Spaniards of their own free will agree to restore the | 
monarchy it would seem to be'a mistake for us to 
attempt in any way to discourage them - though we could 
no doubt impress on them the necessity of the monarchy 
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IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


being a constitutional one and not a Gdempcfaric 
one. A great deal will depend on the Generals — 
and the Army. The great majority of the | 
Generals are naturally monarchists by sentiment, 
Furthermore, they feel - and the same applies 
to the priests - that they stand to lose less 
personally’in the material sense if the new 
government is a monarchy than if it is a 
republic. Their chances of retaining their 
jobs and their privileges (which have been 
increased considerably lately) will be greater 
under a monarchy than under a republic. A 
monarchy is the only kind of régime to which 
Franco is likely to hahd his own power over 
voluntarily. This fact will further influence 
all those Spaniards ,who wish at all costs to 
avoid another civil war in favour of a monarchy. 


I do not think there is any action for us 
take in regard to these Madrid telegrams at the 
moment. Indeed, the whole thing may bei just 
one more false alarm, The Secretary of State"s 
speech willalready have made it plain that 
H.M-e @vernment have no intention of intervening 
in Spanish internal affairs and we should now, 
I think, sit back and wait and see whether the 
Spaniards themselves can find a way out of their 
present difficulties and produce a satisfactory 
alternative régime to Franco. If this régime 
happens to be a monarchy — then provided it 
give reasonable guarantees of being a 
constitutional one, and provided it is acceptat 
to the majority of Spaniards - teen I should not 
have thought that there would be any cause for 
H.M. Government to object or‘'to delay their 
recognition of the new régime. 
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[ CYPHER] | DIPLOMATIC (SRGRED) 
FROM 
Sir V, Mallet, De 6,50 poem. 22nd August, 1925, 


No, 48 
9 | Re. 4.50 a.m, 25rd August, 1945, 
2eond August, 1945, j 
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LMPORTANT 
SECRET 


My United States golleagne hes iven me a reliable 
report emanating from Senor Jose M, Uriol, a former 
civil Governor of Bilbao and important business man 

who visited Franco last week-end and was asked by him to 
prosers immediately to Lausanne to convey to Don Juan a 
efinite invitation to return to Spain for the 
re-establishment of the 


onarchy, The only condition 
which tn to have n attached by Franco was a hat 

he should be allowed to =r to live pasty ap 

Spain in some honorary »_ Orio}] states that the 
Arey is fully in agreemen ait Prancot S propesal and 

Don Juan can count upar its whole-hearted support, As 
soon as preliminary but definite ments for the 
change-over have been mate, Franco will ensure the 
disappearance of the Falange as he well understands 
that Don Juan will not return as ane as the party exists. 
Oriol is to ask Don Juan how soon he can make his 
arrangenents and what ents he wishes to make in 
order that they may be met as far as possible, in other 
words Oriol is to @xplore with Don Juan the method of 
transit from the present regime to a monarc It is 
hoped that these exploratory discussions wi l have reached 
a result by October, when it is proposed that the Cortes 
should isene call to Don Juan to return. 


2 Orjol stated that it was earnestly hoped that 
His Majesty’s Government and United States Government 
would do bs to complicate the ahpaspcn bY taking aises 
or exert pressure which 2 domes appeer paniards as 
atten My interfere a A ae, mere "is Selieved 
that riod of calm be achieved, prel 
aveanaunante s and transit oan take 


place nan an orderly manner, 
5. Above story-is c se colleague 
who was Rfreirs ent at private. mene Luncheon @ witn the Wintster, — 


Fore 1 on’ 
mt es te ie ot hopes to ae ona 
for lame A t . 


"He asked 
the’ above — 


oA oglieague to orm me 
42x, 4, Please pass to Berne if you think desirable. 
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DEPARTMENTAL NO. 1. 


FROM SAN SEBASTIAN TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


sir V. Mallet. 
No. 48. D: 6.50 pem. 22nd August,1945. 


22nd August, 1945, R: 4.50 a.m. 23rd August,1945, 


| 
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DPORTANT | AY Aer, 7 
SECRET sail 


My United States oat seme has given me a reliable 
report emanating from Senor Jose M. Oriol, a former civil 
Governor of Bilbao and important business man, who visited 
Franco last week-end and was asked by him to proceed 
immediately to Lausanne to convey to Don Juan a definite 
invitation to return to Spain for the re-establishment of 
the iionarchy. The only condition which appears to have 
been attached by Franco was that he should be allowed to 
continue to live quietly in Spain in some honorary  - 
capacity. Oriol states that the Army is fully in agree- 
ment with Franco's proposal and Don Juan can count upon 
its whole-hearted support. As soon as preliminary but 
definite arrangements for the change-over have been made, 
Franco will ensure the opetenee care of the Falange party 
as he well understands that Don Juan will not return as 
long as the party exists. Oriol is to ask Don Juan how 
soon he can make his arrangements and what arrangements he 
wishes to make in order that they may be met as far as 
ossible. In other words Oriol is to explore with Don 

uan the method of transit from the present régime to a 
monarchy. It is hoped that these exploratory discussions 
Will have reached a result by October, when it is proposed 
that the Cortes should issue call to Don Juan to return. 


2. Oriol stated that it was earnestly hoped that 
His Majesty's Government and United States Government would 
do nothing to complicate the situation by taking sides or 
exert prverree which might appear to the Spaniards as an 
attempt to interfere in a domestic issue. It is believed 
that 1f a period of calm can be achieved, preliminary 
arrangements and transit cen take place in an orderly 
manner. . 
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5. Above story is confirmed by my Portuguese colleague 
who was present at private luncheon with the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and Oriol on August 20th, at which Oriol 
used very similar ‘eg Oriol hopes to leave Barcelona 
for Lausanne August 24th. He asked my United States 
colleague to inform me of the above. 


4. Please pass to Berne if you think desirable. 


O.T.P. 
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been attached by Franco was that he should be allowed to 
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Sir V. Mallet. 
No. 48. D: 6.50 pem. 22nd August,1945. 


22nd August, 1945. R: 4.50 a.m. 25rd August,19465. 


eae G00 030 
IMPORTANT 
SECRET 


My United States oon ones has given me a reliable 
report emanating from Senor Jose M. Oriol, a former civil 
Governor of Bilbao and important business man, who visited 
Franco last week-end and was asked by him to proceed 
immediately to Lausanne to convey to Don Juan a definite 
invitation to return to Spain for the re-establishment of 
the Monarchy. The only condition which appears to have 


continue to live quietly in = in some honorary 

me argent! A Oriol states that the Army is fully in agree- 
ment with Franco's proposal and Don Juan can count upon 
its whole-hearted support. As soon as preliminary but | 
definite arrangements for the change-over have been made, 
Franco will ensure the disappearance of the Falange party 
as he well understands that Don Juan will not return as 
long as the party exists. Oriol is to ask Don Juan how 
soon he can make his arrangements and what arrangements he 
wishes to make in order that they may be met as far as 
ossible. In other words Oriol is to explore with Don 
uan the method of transit from the present régime to a 
monarchy. It is hoped that these exploratory discussions 
will have reached a result by October, when it is proposed 
that the Cortes should issue call to Don Juan to return. 


2. Oriol stated that it was earnestly hoped that 
His Majesty 3 Government and United States Government would 
do nothing to oompenve re the situation by teking sides or 
exert pressure ch might appear to the Spaniards as an 
attempt to interfere in a domestic issue. It is believed 
that if a period of calm can be achieved, preliminary \ 
arrangements and transit can take place in an orderly : 


manner. 


5. Above story is confirmed by 7 Portuguese colleague 
who was present at private luncheon with the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and Oriol on August 20th, at which Oriol 
used very similar saaeEeee- Oriol hopes te leave Barcelona 
for Lausanne August 24th. He asked my United States 
colleague to inform me of the above. 


4. Please pass to Berne if you think desirable. 
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Registry . 
Number] 9885/233/41 


TELEGRAM FROM Vv 
Mallett (San sebention) 


No. 51. 


Dated 23rd Aug. 1945. jsent: note to British and French Governments on 


Received 


in Registre 5 th Aug. 1945 emphasised importance of Spain achieving her | 


SPAIN 


interview given by Minister of Foreign Affairs 
E.F.E. Agenc s*¥lusion of Spair United Ns 
ngier: Spanis eu brali . | 
The Minister of Fore iffairs maintained it 

was untrue there were foreign influences in Spanish 


’ s 


regime and that Spains attitude during war had been 
sunderstood. 


He did not deny that Spanish Government had 


angier. He defended Spanish neutrality and 
political evolution at pace imposed by her own 


Z: Spain. ational character. 
Last Paper. (Minutes.) 
In this interview Seflor Artajo'comes out openly 
References. with a promise of the evolution of the Spanish regime > 


29 (57/67 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 
: ae 
é) hy Sh i. he 


to a traditional monarchy in which liberty and | 
authority will be wisely blended. He insists that | 
Spain must carry out this evolution "at the rvythym | 
and pace imposed by the national character". In this 
connexion see minutes on Z 9886. I am surprised 
that Senor Artajo should have found it necessary, in 
the first part of the interview, to go so far in 
defending the past record of the regime. He makes 
the stock attack on Communism, but tempers it with 

an expression of sympathy for the Russian people. 
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»> ~~ he -- b74 Ab ~ i 


te. 6t D. 9.80 pom 25rd August, 1945. 
August, 1945, 


25 My, 
3 eae 


by 
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R. 6.20 poem Mth August, 1945, 


IMPORTANT 


Today's press publishes interview given by Minister 
for Foreign Affairs to E.F.E. Agency. Following summrises 
main points: 


Hostility of section of public opinion in certain caumtries 
not surprising given activity of Commmisn, its fundamental 
emity toward Spain through six years gampaign and def ormtion 
of exiled Reds, Partial transitory attitude of given group 
or sector of opinion should never be taken as official 
attitude of any country, 


da a ues | Us 
Exclusion of from future League of Nations based 
on false prémise that régime established with aid of agressor 
powers, or that it maintained ideological affinities or 
politiéal ties with them Only with Communist revolutions | 
934, army backed by best part of nation rose against tyranny 
and succeeded in restoring order and installing rightiest (sic) 
state. No foreign volunteers in national army until many 
weeks after International Brigade hed been fighting with 
Reds, and world as ah unaware nearly all tanks possessed by 
nationalists were Russian captured from Reds who [? grp. omitted 
? were] nationalist armies’ chief source of arms, Proof of 
national and sovereign character of Movimento is its recogni- 
tion by 411 governments except Russian and Mexican. Untrue 
foreign influences in régime nor any concessions 
towards Axis whether political, commercial, or eeonomic, | 
This independence created crisis in relations with Germany 
story not generally mom. Anyone national character 
would si sovoueat and totadi tarda, vain, ogical affinity between 
movement and to 
edajming fundamental humin s of: individual which nish today’ 's 
Bil Rights expiishtiy rea sed and it had to be jealous 
of its authority ¢ to defend them, Thus not suprising in 
government's note on Potsdam rebuts- references towards Spain 


as based on false renise whose ment jeceminas A gy Ceeiven 


work. of re A pl es J 
coon Peith, Fen eruvis move to break 
=. desoribed as *plssing ext 


aa & 
oe 
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; 2 A  . 


oy MIA AO! te 
although painful and ungrateful in view of in’s alwa p.peete 
and canavetn attitude. towards countries of Hispano Ame 
regardless of their internal régime, Government conviseel its 
attitude and great internal: strength is determined, none shall 
threaten it from without, and thereby it renders service not 
only to Spain but to the international community and small 
nations resisting lamentable precedent which supposes that in- 
ternal workings of a state nad its liberty to govern itself 
as it chooses oan be subject to intervention of foreign 
opinion and this precisely when Atlantic Charter and San 
Franciseo and Potsdam declaration itself proelain not once but 
again right of nations that other powers shall not interfere . 
with their private affairs, Asked to confirm that Spain had | 
addresséd note on Tarigier to British and French,’ Minister said: | 
"Given that English radio gave out news even before Spanish — | 
Government received reply to this note I.eannot deny fact, 
nor that note makes reservations respect ing whatever may have 
been happening behind our country’s back in ee aahe ae con- 
versations which have been held and are still being held in 
Paris on Tangier question, since it is clear that nothing truly 
definitive or valid can be arranged without reckoning with 
Spain, which is power primarily interested in fate of city 
enclosed within zone of its protectorate, and great mijority 
of whose Population is Spanish, Nor is it any indiscretion 
to say that note expresses Spain's displeasure at 1 
invitation to participate in such negotiations shout® have been 
extanded to a European power which by reason of its extremely 
easterly position can have no interest in Tangier situation 
other than the strategic interest for opening it offers for: 
proselytising, Spain, either [sic] Government, have nothing 
against the Russian nation for whose people they feel keen- 
sympathy, nor have they anything to say of actwal Soviet régime 
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as form of internal pk Mle tren for that State, What Spain ceannot 
admit is-importation of Communist doctrines into” Spain and 
", a 


much less penetration by its activities and propaganda 

to display flags on public buildingxs interprets rejoicing 
&ll Spaniards-at ¢o peace. Spanish neutrality sustained not 
without effort during two wars, added to her traditional love 

of pease, more than entitled her to figure among nations who 
in spirit, justice, and fraternity are reconstructing future | 
international comumity, and it is to be ect that these credentials, 


id 


Naan po hex irreproachable conduet, will: bring in 
before 1 bo © ocupy prominent p lace in universal contr 
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No. 50. 
Dated 2nd Aug. 1945. 
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in Registry 25th Aug. 1 945. 
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suggested British wirel 
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| > Last Paper. 
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References. 
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(Print.) 


; (How disposed of.) 


Co he TRU 


_§panish Minister for Foreign Affairs shows himself 


RRS (Minutes.) ae Pree | 
Ub OL ad albto Uy tis Biller Nets (ig) ie Terie (BYE 1 te Joo eb 
This is an interesting telegram. The new 
fully alive to the need for a change in the Spanish 
regime, but his ideas as to how far that change should 
go, and how fast it should take place, do not seem to 
correspond with our own. His defence of General 
Franco seems to me to suggest that he envisages 


General Franco remaining in some capacity in a 
restored monarchy. 


Sir Victor Mallet was, I think, absolutely right 
to emphasise the need for speed and to insist that 
Franco, so long as he remained, must himself be the 
greatest obstacle to good relations between Spain and 
the rest of the world. 


The Minister for Foreign Affairs must clearly 
be kept up to the mark. The danger is, of course, 
that unless we maintain our pressure on the Spanish 
Government, making it clear that we are in earnest 
about our desire to see changes in Spain and that 
we are looking for quick results, Senor Artajo's 
reforming zeal will fade away in the face of | 
resistance from General Franco and the party. For 
we may be sure that General Franco will try to hold 
on to power and to delay making changes as long as 
he possibly can, in spite of what he is reported to 
have said to Senor Oriol (San Sebastian telegram 
No. 48) about wanting to live quietly in Spain in 


some honorary capacity. | 


I suggest that we should send a telegram to 
Sir Victor Mallet approving his language and stressing 
the need to keep Senor Artajo up to the mark. ’ 


I submit draft. 
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| [This telegram is of 
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[CYPHER] CABINET DISTRIBUTION, 
SAN SEBASTIAN TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Sir V. Mallet. D. 10.00 p.m 22nd August,1945. 
No. 50 


22nd August,1945. R, 6.30 p.m 23rd August, a 
re) as 


(s 
EEELE . gs? * 
My immediately preceding telegran. 


Minister for Foreign Affairs invited me to visit him at his 
private villa on evening of August 20th. Others present were my 
Press Attaché, Senor Larraz (an economist and former Finance 
Minister of high integrity, who recently refused ance more to 
join Franco's new government) and Political Director at 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


2. Minister for Foreign Affairs had iia beforehand that he 
wished to have a completely informal and frank discussion. . 

We began with your speech as yy in my immediately preceding 
telegram. From this we got on to a press censorship and 
Minister told me that the new press law was being prepared for ~ 
early Autumn which would allow expression of much greater 
freedom of opinion, although it could not allow complete 
freedom as in England because of Spanish tendency to allow 
discussion to degenerate into violent abuse. 


/ ‘ 

3. This led on to general discussion of Mr. Churchill's "tests 
of freedom" and a very long historical explanation to show how 
civil war had arisen owing to Marxist revolutionary coup in 193, 
(3 years after proclamation 0 of Bm against constitutional 
Republican ré Larraz in icular emphasised that British 
Labour Party had a vital task all over bs vous to proven’ > by 
their example and utterances : . undec:] labour movements 
from degenerating into Marxis Fh. oad Ri, of ) (ye 
Larrag asked whether British press and wireless adele n 
themselves to objective discussion of affairs from his = 
angle rather than adopt destructive attitude, and erp. undes:J  *4-f — 
discredited Spanish exiled Left Wing leaders a a 


‘Ae Minister for Foreign Affairs said that he. dor 
realised immense forvard y taken 
“the Iast month in Spain. He gated that 


re ag Eat eta was fast fa out of 
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2. 


he affirmed his seis denies to see veidenebien of constitutional 
monarchy supported by all moderate elements including those 
Left Wing intellectuals who had supported Republic in 19351 but 
now realised it was a failuré. Incidentally, His Excellency 
declared that only possible candidate was Don Juan. In re , 
to forthcoming mumidipal elections which he expected for late 
Autumn, Minister made certain remarks which might conceivably 
be taken as meaning that these elections would be used as a 
means of restoring monarchy. 


5. I emphasised that evolution away from mes 
which both you in your speech and His Excellency himself both 
apparently desired, ought now to be pressed forward as soon as 
possible, and that Franco, as long as he remained in power, must 
himself be greatest obstacle to good relations between Spain and the 
rest of the world, Minister who seemed to understand this quite 
well nevertheless had to put up defence for. Franco on the ds 
that his main BD pe vaamagabe (20 was to bring about evolution without 

risk of revolutionary outbreaks. Timing was therefore a matter 
of great delidacy. § Spanish members of the party attempted to 
convince us that Franco had not really been pro-German and that 
he had played a clever game with Hitler... Nevertheless Press 


Attaché and I stuck to our point strongsy thet Franco's war. record 
damned him. | | 


6. The next day I received a long personal letter from 
Minister for Foreign Affairs but probably written by Political 
Director summarising reasons for giving present. ye a his support, 
but emphasing that it was now in transit. This definitely does 
not a to me as.constructive, but I think he meant it as an 
apolo for his acceptance of office in a régime in which he — 
obviously mo longer believes. It is also probably designed by 


him for shoving: -Franoo as obviously he could not put on paper 
many of the remarks made to m g our talk. 


\ 
are f I think this conrersitle, in conj junetion with Oriol's 
peg | in my telegram No. is of or Significande. I 


ressed by Artajo's sincerity oak. Gaeeine ERLIeNy WS eiae 
volutionary way out of: -_ present ereeeome,: 
Full report by bag, - 
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Sir V. Mallet. 7 D. 10,00 pom. 22nd August ,1945. 
Noe 50 


22nd August,1945. R, 6.30 pom 23rd August,1945. | 


26488. 
My immediately preceding telegran. 


Minister for Foreign Affairs invited me to visit him at his 
private villa on evening of August 20th. Others present were ny 
Press Attaché, Senor larras (an economist and former Finance 
inister of high integrity, who recently refused once nore to 
join Franco's new government) and Foli Director at 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


2. Minister for Foreign Affairs hed explained beforehand that he 
wished to have a completely informal and frank discussion, 
ve began with your speech as reported in my immediately preceding 
telegram. From this we got on to —— press censorship and 
Minister told me that the new press jaw was being pd for 
early Autum which would allow e — 


xpression of much 
freedom of opinion, although it. could not allow lete 


freedom as in England because of Spanish tendency to oan 
discussion to degenerate into violent abuse. 
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|. HeM. Ambassador, 
San Sebastian. 
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Washington 
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Copy: 


Mr. Ellis Rees, 
Treasury. 


Mr. Turner, 
Bank of England. 


Mr. Goodchild, 
MBconomic Warfare 
Dept. 


OUT FILE 


Despatched LE hail 


August, 1945. 


Your telegram No. 5O fof the 22nd August: 
Spanish intergal situation/. 


I have read your telegram under reference 


with interest, 


and I approve your lan Ze. 
KLeet arn Yantd 


wm C 


You should fin A 


Minister for Foreign Affatts, up—te—the—werk, 
stressing in particular tat so long as 

Franco and the Falange remain they must 
represent the main obstacle to the re-establish- 
ent of good relations wilh Great Britain. You 

Suor ARTATO 

should leave no doubt that we are in 
earnest in wishing to see changes’ in the 


Spanish régime, and moreover that we hope to see 


quick results. Otherwise thete ts, of course, 


a danger that Senor Artajo's reforming zeal, 
which in any case doesmpt appe@r to go far or 
fast enough, will lose momentum in the fac€ of 
resistance from gen-ral Franco and ‘the Party, 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be retained 
by the authorised recipient and not passed on}, 


[CYPHER] ~ CaBINET DISTRIBUTION, 
FROM SaN SEBASTIAN TO FORBIGN OFFICE. 


Sir V. Mallet. -D, 10,00 pom, 22nd august ,1945, 
No. 50 “ab: | | | 


22nd august,1945. © RB: 6.30 pm. 23rd August,1945. 


SEEEE 
My immediately preceding telegram. 


Minister for Foreign affairs invitéd me to visit him at his 
private villa on evening of august 20th. Others present were my 
Press attaché, Senor Larraz (an economist and former Finance 
Minister of high integrity, who recently refused once more to 
join Franco's new government) and Political Director at 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


2, Minister for Foreign affairs had explained beforehand that he 

wished to have a completely informal and frank discussion, — 

We began with your speech as reported in my immediately preceding 
telegram. From this we got on to Spanish press censorship and 
Minister told me that the new press law was being prepared for 

early Autumn which would allow expression of much greater 

freedom of opinion, although it could not allow complete | 

freedom as in England because of Spanish tendency to allow 
discussion to degenerate into violent abuse. 


3. This led on to general discussion. of Mr, Churchill's "tests 

of freedom" and a very long -historical explanation to ‘show how 
civil war had arisen owing to Marxist revolutionary coup in 1934 
(3 years after proclamation of Republic) against constitutional 
Republican régime, Larraz in particular emphasised that British 
Labour Party had a vital task all over the world to prevent 
their example and utterances [grp. undec:] foreign labour movements 
from degenerating into lMiarxist dictatorships of Balkan type. 
Larraz asked whether British press and. wireless could not apply 
themselves to objective discussion of Spanish affairs from this 
angle rather than adopt destructive attitude; and-[grp. undec: ] 
discredited Spanish exiled-Left Wing leaders abroad. 


4. Minister for Foreign affairs said that.he. doubted whether 
Minister of Labour realised immense step forward already taken 
during the last month in Spain. He indicated that Falangism, | 
regarding which he used strong language, was fast fading out of 
the picture. Referring to political evolution now in progress, 


he 


26 


he affirmed his personal desire to see restoration of constitutional 
monarchy supported by all moderate elements including those | 
Left Wing intellectuals who had, supported Republic in, 1931 but 
now realised it was a failure. Incidentally, His Excellency 
declared that only possible candidate was Don Juan, In referring 
to forthcoming municipal elections which he expected for late 
Autumn, Minister made certain remarks which might conceivably 

be taken as meaning that these elections would be used as a 

means of restoring monarchy. 


5. I emphasised that evolution away from existing régime 
which both you in your speech and His Excellency himself: both. | 
apparently desired, ought now to be pressed forward'as soon as 
possible, and that "Franco, as long as he remained in power, must 
himself be greatest obstacle to good relations between Spain and the 
rest of the world. Minister who seemed to wnderstand this quite 
well nevertheless had to put up defence for Franco on the grounds 
that his main pesca trees was to bring about evolution without 
risk of revolutionary outbreaks. Timing was therefore a matter 
of great delicacy. © Spanish members of. the party attempted to 
convince us that Franco had not really been pro-German and that 
he had played a clever .game with Hitler. Nevertheless Press 


attaché and I stuck .to our point strongly that Franco ' S war record . 
damned hin. 
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6. The next day I received a long personal letter from 
Minister for Foreign.affairs but probably written by Political 
Director summarising reasons for giving present régime his support, 
but emphasing that it was now in transit. This definitely does 
not appeal to me as constructive, but I think he. meant it as an 
apologia for his acceptance of office in a régime in which he 
obviously no longer believes. it is also probably designed by 
him:for showing to Franco as obviously he could not put on paper 
many of the remarks made to me during our talk, che, 


7. -1 think this conversation, in con junction with Oriol's 
story in my telegram No. 48 is of considerable significance, I 
was impressed by artajo's sincerity and genuine anxiety to find . 
an oe eee way out of the present deadlock, 


Full report by bag. ~ - 
OTP 


4 
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Z 9886/233/),1 


[This tele is ef particular secrecy and should be retained 


by the authorised recipient and net passed on), 
[ CYPHER ]} 


Ne. 2/7 Saving D, 4e40e Dole 28th August, 1915. 


Repeated te Lisbon 115 Saving 
a n Ne. 826 Saving 
Moscew Ne, 238 Saving. 


Your telegram Ne. 50. [ef the 22nd August: Spanish 
internal situation]. 


I have read your telegram under reference with interest, 
and I appreve your language. You should keep constant 
pressure on the Minister fer Foreign Affairs, stressing 
in particular that se leng as France and the Falange remain 
they must represent the main obstacle to the re-establishment 


ef good relations with Great Britain. You should leave Sener — 
te 


Artaje in no doubt that we are in earnest in wishing 
see change in the Spanish régime, and moreover that we hepe te 
see quick results. Otherwise there is, of course, a danger 
that Sener Artaje’s reforming zeal, which in any case dees 
net appear te ge far or fast enough, will lese momentum in the 
face of resistance from General France and the Party, whilst 


public epinion in this and other countries will become increasingly 
insistent on early action. 


SPAIN. 


Nendo, 2 }9890/ 233/42 


ME AS as 
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Daied Lith August, 


Received 
_ tm Registry 25th August, 
1945. 


“~ 


(Pri 


BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY Wi THOUT 


KA 


(How disposed of.) 


7 
= 


t 
i 


COPYRIGHT - NOT TO 


} 


Gives account of intery 
emphasied extent of 
in Spain and flexib 
expected this to : 
“aliet then (fas as inst : : 
telegram.13 (2 9143/537/41). Senor Artajo stat 
that Spain was annoyed at npt having been invited 
to Tangier Conference. Gives his opinion of Senor 
Art jo. Copied Lisbon Gibraltar and Tangier. 


af « 2» - 


: ity of 7 i ’ 6g3 2 ng \ 


Sito annie 
ruced in Foreign C 


> 


. oo 4 —_ => — 


i ame 1h 7 §(Minutes.) 


, a 


¥, do. 


§ hen—hey 
"4 ‘ia iat mat lu/Aty - 


‘Shh , Ps . 
liga & daft & ih 
eierg 


* oF 


meres ~ ae 


tw the aileyinisy At bart tcnte pe tle EbE "a 


es ee A eR 


™ 


7! = = SSS ee ee OUT OS 
=— 


7 
7 . + : 


x 
a a ee eee a ee et ae ee eG 


ee 


fhe 


. 2 eo ! as 
we ab oes, ay oe 
"Bien el ar: ote aE 


ig 
*% ,.. a 


Me Asa 
‘or MENS 


\RCHIVES 


THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT 


SPAIN. August 25, 1945. 


CONFIDENTIAL. SECTION 1. 
"Cjxrcniated to the Cabimet by direction of 


Phe Secretary of State for Foreign aes No. 8 


[Z 9890/2338 /44} 


Sir V. Mallet to Mr. Bevin —(Received 25th August.) 


No. 12.) 
Ir, San Sebastian, 14th August, 1945. 

I PAID a visit yesterday to the Spanish Minister for F bey Affairs, this 
being the first occasion on which I have seen his Excellency since his arrival last 
week at San Sebastian. His journey here had been delayed a couple of days by 
his having been summoned to-visit General Franco at Corufia at the time of the 
Potsdam declaration. 7 

2. Sefior Artajo, after a few preliminaries, asked me whether I had 
anything particular to say to him. I remarked that he had probably been 
somewhat surprised that I should have spoken so seriously and frankly at my 
first interview with him and with the Generalissimo. I had, however, done so 
from a feeling that the Potsdam Conference was likely to have something to say 
about Spain, and I had not wished to give the appearance of betng one day all 
smiles and the next day all frowns. I felt that it was much better to maintain 
a consistent line even if it were a disagreeable one. I should continue, therefore, 
to speak with absolute frankness, and I hoped that his Excellency would do the 
same. ‘To this the Minister entirely agreed. I then asked him how he thought 
that Spain could get out of the impasse in- which she now found herself. General 
Franco had deprecated the idea of Spain living in isolation from the rest of the 
world. She was now more isolated than ever. This seemed to me a thoroughly 
unhealthy position for a country which had great future possibilities of contri- 
buting both morally and materially towards the reconstruction of European 
society. Sefior Artajo answered that Spain had certainly no desire to be isolated 
and felt that she would be in a position to contribute in many ways to réconstruc- 
tion. He must, however, register a complaint against the terms in which the 

. Postdam declaration had been drafted, because it was not fair to say that the 
present Spanish régime was founded upon help provided by the Axis Powers. 
Franco’s movement had been a National movement, and such foreign help as 
had been given had only come later in the day after the republicans had already 
been enjoying the assistance of the International Brigade. Moreover, the foreign 
help had certainly not been sufficient to turn the scale. He went on to say that 
the National movement in Spain had already changed very greatly and very 
often, and that further evolution would take place in the future at the suitable 7 \ 
moment. He continued with great emphasis to explain how the present régime 
was not a “closed régime,’’ but was flexible and adaptable. I answered that 
the changes which he outlined could mean much or little. What did his 
Excellency mean? | | 

3. Kusering that Senor Artajo is professedly a Monarchist, I wondered 
whether he would venture so far into the future as to adumbrate a restoration, 
but I suppose that he felt that he could hardly go so far at his first long interview 
with me as newly-appointed Foreign Minister of Franco, so he merely went on 
to describe in general terms how he erty, the evolution of Spain would take 

one already amounted to a good deal 
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pomted last month contained persons 
rom those who in the past had stood 
could not approve of totalitarianism, but, on the contrary, they respec 
rights. His Excellency expected that the development which he 


would lead to a democratic system and social legislatiom which woul 
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much. nearer to the English way of government. The beginning would be the 
municipal ection, | 
4. I Shen spoke as instructed in your telegram No. 13 of the 9th August, 
and, while declaring that no responsible person in Great. Britain wished to see 
a fresh civil war break out. in Taito. I stressed the point that it was for the 
Spanish people themselves to decide the kind of régime they wished to have. In 
order, however, for any such régime to meet with His mon ppl Government’s 
approval, it would have to be based on democratic principles with free. speech, 
free elections, free press and impartial justice. The Minister answered me by 
referring to the new Bill of Rights. The mpreahen necessary to put this charter 
into force would very soon be passed. remarked that the Bill of Rights 
contained.many admirable principles, but that there seemed to be far too many 
loopholes in it which would enable its liberal] Princypres to he effectively nullified. 
Spasine. I understood that the, ‘‘ state of war ’’ still existing in Spain. prevented 
its application.. His Excellency answered that when the laws had been passed 
the ar-’ would come to an end, and, even if the laws. had. subse- 
uently to be suspended owing to a state of emergency, this could only be. done 
or a fortnight. I reverted to British ideas of what constituted a democratic 
State, and in this connexion took the opportunity of reading to him the “tests 
of freedom ’’ enunciated by Mr. Winston Churchill when he last, yisited Italy. 
Sefior Artajo listened with obvious approval and asked me to send him a copy 
of the tests of freedom, which I promised to do. He remarked that they exactly 
stated what was being aimed at in Spain. I replied that there was unfortunately 
often a wide, gap between good intentions and performance. It was all very 
well to talk about a Bill of Rights, but there were still thousands of so-called 
political prisoners languishing in Spanish gaols and executions were, I. under- 
stood, until very recently at least, still takifg place. This was a matter which 
greatly disturbed public opinion in my.country and also in the United States, 
as I knew that. my United States colleague had mentioned to his Excellency. 
The Minister replied that there were no more executions taking place now, and, 
when I asked him how many political prisoners, were still in vif he replied that, 
strictly speaking, there were no political prisoners, only beats a few left over 
from the time of the revolution. I remarked that this was, indeed, a very long 
time! He replied that many common criminals had posed as_ political offenders, 

whereas they were men who, in any case, would have had to be locked up. 
5. .The Minister then turned to the question of Tangier. He said that the 


‘state of war. ad_ 


Q\ 


ry 


Generalissimo was extremely annoyed that Spain had not been invited to the © 


meeting in Paris. I answered that I had received His Excellency’s Note and had 
immediately telegraphed-it to you but that I had not yet received your instructions 
regarding a reply.. Meanwhile, I would remind him that Spain had only herself 
to blame for the situation which had arisen because of her unilateral and illegal 
action in 1940. . Sefor Artajo answered that Spain had taken over Tangier in 
1940 in order to anticipate action which she knew that Germany herself wished to 
take. Spain had in fact forestalled Germany, and this had been to our advantage. 
What he objected to. most.in the present situation was that the Soviet Govern- 
ment had heen invited to attend the meetings at Paris, although Russia had no 
real interest in Tangier except to use it for political propaganda. , J replied that 


here again Spain had a remedy in her own hands, if she were in a positon toclear - 


up her relations with the Soviet Union. It was absurd to think that Spain could 
continue for, ever without relations with one of the three greatest Powers, in t e 
world. Other countries had made this mistake in 1919 and had afterwards 
regretted it. His Excellency went on to express, not withont revealing a certain 
cnt of humour, his anxiety lest Russian communism might still be an article 
or export. Te ee i ' , - > .. . cpareh co 
6. . At, the end of our interyjew I took the opportunity of reminding bis 

at. the, personalities 


capable of engaging in calm 
our point of yiew fairly cle 
ung and. inexperienced. 


yo nex 

believes that. the eyolution of 
, Franco's elimjnation, or w 
Sidsagee acd T hnee said tot 


» 3 . sf , 
mrs ote | Rae age 
q . 7 
a AML 


preter ret ; 
notice that thereafter the word ‘‘ Caudillo”’ never reapp: ac ke 
I am sending a copy of this h to His y's Ambassador at Lisbon, 
the Governor of Gibraltar and His Majesty’s Co Peay ig Tangier. 
“es I have, &c. tS Ree 
V. A. L. MALLET. 
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SAN SEBASTIAN. 


14th August, 195. 


Sir, - 


I paid a visit yesterday to the Spanish Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, this being the first occasion on 
which I have seen His Excellency since his arrival last 
week at San Sebastian. His journey here had been delayed 
a couple of days by his having been summoned to visit 
General Franco at Corufia at the time of the Potsdam | 
declaration. 


Ze Sefior Artajo, after a few preliminaries, asked me 
whether I had anything particular to say to him. I 
remarked that he had probably been somewhat surprised 
that I should have spoken so seriously and frankly at my 
first interview with him and with the Generalissimo. I 
had, however, done so from a feeling that the Potsdam 
Conference was likely tod have something to say about Spain, 
and I had not wished to give the appearance of being one 
day all smiles and the next day all frowns. I felt that 
it was much better to maintain a consistent line even if 
it were a disagreeable -one. I should continue therefore 
to speak with absolute frankness and I hoped that His . 
Excellency would do the same. To this the Minister 
entirely agreed. I then asked him how he thought that 
Spain could get out of the impasse in which she now found 
herself. Genera! Franco had deprecated the idea of 
Spain living in isolation from the rest of the world. She 
was now more isolated than ever. This seemed to me a 
thoroughly unhealthy position for a country which had great 
future possibilities of contributing both morally and 
materially towards the reconstruction of European society. 
Sefior Artajo answered. that Spain had certainly no desire 
to be isolated and felt that she would be in a position to 
contribute in many ways to reconstruction. He must, 
however, register a complaint against the terms in which the 
Potsdam declaration had been drafted, because it was not 
fair to say that the present Spanish régime was founded upon 
help provided by the Axis Powers. Franco's movement had’ 
been a National movement and such foreign help as had been. 
given had only come later in the day after the republicans 
had already been enjoying the assistance of the International — 
Brigade, Moreoever, the foreigh help had certainly not 
been sufficient to turn the scale. He went on to say pote 
the National movement in Spain had already changed very 
greatly and very often and that further evolution would 
place in the future at the suitable moment. He contin 
with great emphasis to explain how the present régime a 
not a "closed régime" but was flexible and adaptable. gee erage 
answered that the changes which he outlined could ‘mean: ‘imac A oa 
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40 Knowing ,that Sefior Artajo is professedly a 
monarchist I wondered whether he would venture so far 

into the future as to adumbrate a restoration, but I 
suppose that he felt that he could hardly go so far at 

his first long interview with me as newly-appointed 
Foreign Minister of Franco, so he merely went on to 
describe in general terms how he thought the evolution 

of Spain would take place. He declared that what had 
been done already amounted to a good deal more than foreign 


observers were prepared to admit. The people would 
increasingly have the opportunity of taking their part 
in the Government of the State. Spain pvemembered only 


too well the red revolution in which.she fell through 
misinterpretation of the word ‘liberty’. The Minister 
himself had been six months in prison, although at that 
time he was not a politician at all. Spain did not wish 
again to fall into a state of revolution and anarchy, and 
preferred that evolution should be carried out with 
determination but step by step. The new Spanish Government 
appointed last month contained persons who represented 
entirely different ideas from those who in the past had stood 
for an authoritarian régime. - Spaniards who like himself 
were good Catholics could not approve of totalitarianism 
but on the contrary they respected human rights. His 
Excellency expected that the development which he foreshadowed 
would lead to a democratic system and social legislation 
which would bring Spain much nearer to the English way of 
government... , The beginning would be the municipal elections. 
mr 2 S)i\. sf 


’ 


a . I then spoke as instructed in youw telegram Noe 

13 of 9th August and while declaring that no responsible 

person in Great Britain wished to see a fresh civil war break 
out in Spain, I stressed the point that it was for the Spanish 
people themselves to decide the kind of régime they wished 

to have, In order, however, for any such régime to meet 

with His Majesty's Government's approval it would have to be 
based on democratic principles with free speech, free elections, 
free press and impartial justice. The Minister answered 

me ‘by referring to the new Bill of Rights. The legislation 
necessary to put this Charter into force would very soon be 
passed. I remarked that the Bill of Rights contained many 
admirable principles, but that there seemed to be far too 

many loopholes in it which would enable its liberal 

principles to be effectively nullified. Moreover, I 
understood that the “state of war" still existing in Spain 
prevented its application. His Excellency answered that when 
the laws had been passed the "state of war" would come to 


. an end, and even if the laws had subsequently to be suspended 


owing to a state of emergency this could only be done for 

a fortnight. I reverted to British ideas of what constituted 
a democratic state and in this connection took the opportunity 
of reading to him the “tests of freedom" enunciated by 

Mr. Winston Churchill when he last visited Italy. Sefior 
Artajo listened with obvious approval and asked me to send 

him a copy of the tests of freedom which I promised to do, 
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States colleague had mentioned to His Excellency. The 
Minister replied that there were no more executions taking 
place now, and when I asked him how many political prisoners 
were still in gaol, he replied that strictly speaking there 
were no political prisoners, only perhaps a few left over from 
the time of the revolution. I remarked that this was 

indeed a very long time! He replied that many common 
criminals had posed as political offenders whereas they were 
men who in any case would have had to be locked up. 


be The Minister then turned to the question of Tangier. 

He said that the Generalissimo was extremely annoyed that 
Spain had not been invited to the meeting in Paris. z 
answered that I had received His Excellency's Note and had 
immediately telegraphed it to you but that I had not yet 
received your instructions regarding a reply. Meanwhile, 

I would remind him that Spain had only herself to blame for the 
situation which had arisen because of her unilateral and illegal] 
action in 190. Sefior Artajo answered that Spain had taken 
over Tangier in 1940 in order to anticipate action which she 
‘knew that Germany herself wished to take. Spain had in fact 
forestalled Germany, and this had been to our advantage. What 
he objected to most in the present situation was that the Soviet 
Government had been invited to attend the meetings at Paris, 
although Russia had no real interest in Tangier except to use 
it for political propaganda. I replied that here again Spain 
had a remedy in her own hands, if she were in a position to 
clear up her relations with the Soviet Union. It was absurd 

to think that Spain could continue for ever without relations 
with one of the three greatest Powers in the world. Other 
countries had made this mistake in 1919 and had afterwards 
regretted it. His Excellency went on to express, not without 
revealing a certain sense of humour, his anxiety lest Russian 
communism might still be an article for export. 


6. At the end of our interview I took the opportunity 

of reminding His Excellency that he had said that Spain was 
evolving and that the personalities administering the 

country were being ehanged: but that what really mattered was 
that the same system of government still continued and that 

this system as long as it persisted must prevent the possibility 
of improved relations between our two countries. ‘ 


fe I find Sefior Artajo by no means an unattractive 
personality and he seems capable of engaging in calm and 
reasoned discussion. I fancy that he understands our 

point of view fairly clearly and is depressed at the prospect 
before him, as a young and inexperienced Minister, of an 
unpopular dictator. Whether he really believes that the , 
evolution of which he talked so eloquently will eventually lead 
to Pranco's elimination or whether he hopes, in spite of all 
that my United States colleague and.I have said to him, that 
the disappearance of the Falange alone will solve our major 
problems, I find it hard to assess. He certainly appears 
to anticipate that the Falange will before long be officially 


dissolved. | The Political Director, with whom I hada 
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to notice that thereafte ; 

reappeared! : 

Iam sending a th to. 

His Mejesty’s Ambassador at Lisbon, the Governor of 

Gibraltar and His Majesty's Consul-General at Tangi 

I have the honour to be, with the highest 
respect, 


Sir, 
Your most humble, obedient Servant. 
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is essential to a it to persons outside British and United States 


OUTWARD TELEGRAM geet 


CYPHER (TYPEX) FROM: D.0. \ | 0.D, 


TO: CANADA (GOVT. ) 
~ AUSTRALIA “ 
NEW ZEALAND 
SOUTH AFRICA 4 


{Sent 6.10 p.m 17th Auge, 1945. ) 


De Noe 1473 SECRET. 
My telegram D. No. 1417 of August llth. Spain. 


His Majesty's Ambassador Spain has spoken to Spaniéh 
Minister for Foreign Affairs along the lines of paragraph 4 of 
my telegram under reference. Minister for Foreign Affaire in |. 
reply emphasised the rtance of the evolutionary process now 
ZO on in Spain, which would shortly lead to the passing of 
laws to implement the Bill of Rights, and to mimicipal 
: | elections in the autum. He hinted, without specifically 
, stating, that the Falange would soon be dissolved; maintained 
| that execution and detention of political prisoners had now 
2 ceased and that remaining prisoners in gaol were scommon 
; criminais masquerading as political refugees; and gaid that ’ 

: new members of Spanish Government represented entirely ) 
different ideas from those who had formerly stood for an | 
ati authoritative regime. 


2. At the end of the interview His Majesty" 8s Ambassador 
reminded Minister for Foreign Affairs that in, spite of all he 
had said it was the whole system which. required changing and. 
relatic as it continued aaa tn was no possibility of improved 
relations. 


: 
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' 
a 


Copy to:- Foreign Office Sir B, Newton, 
: Mr. C.B.B. Heathoote-Bmith, 
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--—-—— I have the honour to transmit to you 


The Right Honourable | om ‘i 
Ernest Bevin, M.P., (Bro 


Foreign Office. 


hiine 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 


SAN SEBASTIA 2 - 9897 


No. 1h —— 20th August, 1@5 fr ALG 
Sir, gaa ce mS 


herewith copies in translation of a Decree, 
dated August 15th, which was published in 

the Spanish press of that date and appeared in 
the Official Bulletin on August 16th, ordering 
that the national flag should be hoisted for 
three consecutive days on public buildings in 
Spain to celebrate the end of the war. 


2. During the first two days flags were not 

flown in Madrid on the various buildings 

belonging to the Falange Party, except at the 
Party Headquarters. On the third day, however, 

a few other Falange buildings, but by no means all, 
flew flags, albeit on a scale not to be compared 
with the celebrations ordered for national 
festivals. This reluctance: on the part of the 
Falange Party to comply with the order may be 
interpreted either as a sign of their unwillingness 
to participate in celebrating the victory of the 
United Nations, or as a tacit recognition that the 
buildings of the Falange cannot be regarded as 
covered by the expression "buildings of the State”. 
The first hypothesis seems the more likely. 


IT have the honour to be, with the highest 
respect, 


Sir, ‘4 
Your most humble, obedient Servant, 
(for His Majesty's Ambassador) 
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a@* TRANSLATION 


ORDER of August 15th, 1945, by which it is ordered 
that in order to celebrate the cessation of hostilities 
in the world war, the national flag should be hoisted 
during three consecutive days in buildings of the State, 
the Province and the Municipality. 


Your Excellencies: With the unconditional 
surrender of Japan to the Allied countries, peace, so 
much desired by the best spiritual elements in the 
world, begins to be a reality. 


Spain, which in spite. of the critical situation in 
which at certain moments she has found herself, succeeded 
in maintaining her neutrality in this terrible conflict, 
imposing upon herself the noble task of working birelessly 
from the earliest moments to mitigate the sufferings of 
the victims of the war, and to help reconcile the peoples 
at war with one another, joyfully receives this news and 
prays God that the nations, animated with a constructive 
spirit, may succeed in establishing a genuine international 
community inspired by a profound feeling of justivge and 
by whatever else shall remove for ever the dreadful 
nightmare of war. 


As an expression of the deep and sincere joy of 
Spain in this all important hour in the life of humanity, 
this Presidency has thought fit to order: 


Article 1. In order to celebrate the total 
cessation of hostilities in the world war, the national 
flag will be hoisted during three consecutive days in é 
the buildings of the State, the Province and the sf 


Municipality; 


, Article 2. The respective Ministries will apply. s 
that which is laid down in the foregoing order. San 


God preserve. Your Excellencies many years. 


Madrid, 15th August, 495 P.D. 3 
Under-Secretary, PeA. sec wie de Vitleges. 


Your axcellencies the Ministers. 
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Dated 20th August, 
| Gm Registry | 25th August, 
) 1945. 


4; Spain ~ 
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reports from His Majesty's Cofisuli— 
Comments on significance of this sits 
Falangist. Gives account of career of hii 
and of Falange attempts to demonstrate a 
appointment. Copied Barcelona. 


Last Paper. 
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References. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 


SAN SEBASTIAN. 
20th August, 1945. 


Sir, 


I have the honour to report that on the 8th 
of August it was announced that Sefior Correa Veglison 
had been relieved of his post as Civil Governor at 
_ Barcelona and had been replaced by Lieutenant Colonel 
a Bartolomé Barba Hernandez. I enclose herein copies 
of the relevant reports received from His Majesty's 
Consul-General at Barcelona. The change is not 
without significance. Barcelona may be taken as 
a touchstone for the political situation in Spain as 
a whole, and the substitution of a Falangist, who was 
also the local head of the Falange Party, by a military 
man may well be the first of a series of moves to 
reduce the power of Falanse in this country, so much 
of which has been hitherto wielded by the Civil Governors. 


26 Sefior Correa Veglison has been, moreover, one of the 
most outstanding Civil Governors in recent years and not one 
of the least popular. If he has fallen foul:-of local 
big business, he has usually managed to ingratiate himself 
with the working class as a National Socialist with 
emphasis on the Socialist, and with a jealous eye on the 
prerogatives of Barcelona as against the central authority 
at Madrid. Although we have had our suspicions in the 
past that he was somethins of a double dealer, in his 
official relations he has, with a few more noticeable 
exceptions (as over the surrender to ourselves and the 
Americans of the German official premises in Barcelona) 
usually made anyhow a pretence of willingness to meet our 
legitimate complaints. His attitude may well have been 
a cover for still more cordial relations with the Germans Ss 
but he has certainly not shown that mixture of stupidity a 
and deliberate obstructiveness which has for so long been ‘4 
the characteristic of most of the Falange Civil Govemors. - 
) 2 is probably true that his local popularity was umpleasi: 
to General Franco, and his edcig petted! omens 
.to the Military Governor, General Solchaga,s a soldier of 
| the old school, who has been not unfriendly to us in the x 
and is well ‘known to have no sympathy for the Party. Sas 
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Staff to the 13th Motorised Division at Madrid. Apart 
from a short while as Government Delegate in 1937 under 
General Prima de Rivera, he has never held any political 
post hitherto. His Majesty's Consul-General at 
Barcelona reports that he is a monarchist and one of the 
group of officers on the General Staff who, with General 
Rada, are known for their strong anti-Falange feelings. 
It remains to be seen what his attitude will be in Barcelona, 
where he has not only a strong body of his predecessor's 
Falange' supporters to deal with, but also Republican and 
Separatist elements, 


He There were abortive attempts on the part of the 
Falange in Barcelona to demonstrate in favour of Sefior 

Correa Veglison, when it was announced that he had been 
relieved of his post, and there was much talk of demonstrations 
of protest. On the same evening a small crowd of some 150 
gathered in the Plaza Catalufia. They are reported even 

to have booed Franco and to have given cheers for Correa. 
After the charge by the mounted police they were dispersed. 
There was an attempt to circulate leaflets which was also 
squashed by the local authoritées. 


COPYRIGHT -— NOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERMISSION 


De Barcelona is proverbially a hive of political 
unrest and it came as no surprise to me therefore to learn 
that about the same time active leaflet campaigns were being 
carried on by the “Alianza Catalana™ on the one hand and the 
Monarchists on the other, The former widely distributed 

a jeaflet strongly reminiscent of recent emission of Radio 
Moscow. Its very violence of tone belied one of its matin 
arguments, namely, that the threat of red violence was a myth 
invented by General Franco to keep himself in power. It 
urged soldiers to gutiny, policemen to disobey, civilians 

to seize arms, and in general to produce a situation similar 
to that obtaining in the Autumn of 1936. The Monarchist 
pamphlet, on the other hand, was at pains to say that General 
Franco himself was the obstruction to peaceful evolution and 
that his idea of heading a council of regency was altogether 
too compromising, both for the monarchy and the country. As 
Alfonso XIII had left Spain to avoid bloodshed, so, the 
manifestoes argued, should Don Juan return with the same end : 
in view. ia 


6. I am sending a copy of this despatch less the 
enclosures to His Majesty's Consul-General at Barcelona. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest 
respect, 


Sir, 


» _ 


Your most humble, obedient Servant, 
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CYPHER: TELEGRAM 


From: Barcelona. D. Saving. 
TO: Madrid, R. 9/8 


No. 19 Saving of 7th August, 1945.Dec.1220* 10/8 Ow, NV. 


My Saving. tel. No. 18. 


The Civil Governor came to pay his farewell call 
yesterday. He is léaving in about 2 days and will 
rejoin his regiment, in which he has the rank of 
Comandante at Ceuta. He proposes to go as quietly 
as possible in order to avoid any risk of disturbance 
although there has been no further incident since that 
reported in my Saving tel. under reference. 


B« The new Civil Governor is I understand due 
to take over about the end of the week. He is said 
to be Anglophile. 


3. Although Sefior Correa is I think a 
disappointed man, I believe we have not heard the last 
of him. There are many versions current of reason for 
his dismissal but I think the plain truth is that Franco 
cannot afford at present time to have a Civil Governor 

in Barcelona however competent an administrator he may 
be who is at the same time the local head of the Party 
movement. 


Please pass to San Sebastian as my Saving tel. 
No. l : | 


VO 


SAVINGRAM No. 18. 


From: Barcelona. 
To: Madrid. 


Date: 3rd August, 1945. 
My Savingram No. 07. 


When the report that the Civil Governor, Sr. Correa, had 
been reoieved of his post reached Barcelona yesterday, there was 
much talk of demonstrations of protest being organised. 


In the evening a small crowd of some 150 gathered in the 
Plaza Catalufia. They are reported even to have booed Franco 
and to have given vivas for Correa. After a charge by the 
mounted police they dispersed. 


The police and military on duty today have been reinforced; 
and the Chief of Police, I learn on good authority, has been 
instructed by the Captain General to dissolve immediately by 
force any demonstration in favour of Correa. 


Lord Templewood's estimate of Sr. Correa in his despatch No. 
442 of July 12, 1944, to the F.0, is, I believe, a correct one; 
and it can be readily seen, therefore, that his removal must be 
considered as an event of some political importance. Its cause 
can be said to be the same as that underlying the recent changes 
in the Cabinet. 


The local press has not yet made any announcement on the 
subject. 


I understand that Lt. Col. Barba, an officer on the staff 
of Gen. Rada, is Sr. Correa's successor. I am told that Col. 
Barba is a strong Monarchist. 


From: 
To; 


No. 17 of. dist duly, 


--Givil Governor goes to Madrid tonight and from 
what he told me today I think there is: no doubt he 
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‘Saving 
: J200 2.8.45, 


Dec. at 1200 2.8.45. Aap, 


expects to be relieved of his post. 


somewhat unco-operative, 
Falangist. 


We cannot regret his removal as he has been 
and is in addition a strong 


But I believe his departure will be an 


unpopular move so far as the general public and 
provincial officials are concerned. 
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x Z 9893. ISH EMBASSY, 7 3 
C2570? 


SAN SEBASTIAN, 


Ty. ?, 


Of Mie 


etme an e a } 


August, 1945. 


Dear Department, 


We-enclose a letter addressed to Mr. Atlee 
from a Spanish national called Rodriguez de Vera, 
forwarding a memorandum on the political situation in 

eeceeesapain of which a translation is attached. 


The writer of the letter, who is at present 
in prison, is a well known member of the former 
Socialist party in Spain and formed part of a 
delegation of members of the party which visited 
England during the Republic. The enclosure is drawn 
up in somewhat vague terms, but it-is not without 
interest that a Spaniard of Dr. Rodriguez de Vera's 
political opinions should subscribe to the view 
that early elections might well result in bloodshed 
and that the exiles of the Republic are completely 
discredited inside Spain. 


Yours ever, 


Chancery. 


Western Department, 
Foreign Office, 
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a Prison of Madrid. 


August seventeenth. 


Rigth Hon. Mayor Attle. 
Sir, 


May be you dont remember about my personality; 
I was one of the seventheen Chamber's members from the 


Socialist Party following the drive of Mr. Besteiro 
itself. 


I dare to adress you this letter because the 
situation into my country is not ease to considerate 
from the abroad and the largest nomber of the 


responsible politic men are now in the foreings 
countries. 


Therefore I will expose to you and to the Party, 
so largely brother of mine, our aims and "points of vew" 
not only by myself but also speaking as headman of a 
group assembling a large number of politics men belonging 
to several parties having each one serving the Republic 
before 1778 as ministers, directors, members of the two 
Chamber@ (1931, 1933) governors etc. 


I expect that you will considerate ours aims as 
withness of our good faith and chevalry, ours predictions’ 
as the best will towards our native country, ours councils 


if so as our surety and love towards your great Nation 
and the greatest Party. 


I hope your kind pardon and remain Sir Premier 
and fellow, your faithfully, 


(sgd) R. RODRIQUEZ DE VERB 
M.D. 
(Great War Voluntary) 


¢ 


yet (13.8.45) 
Bb sscom 


POLITICAL SITUATION. 


Spain is the country with the greatest political 
sensibility in Europe, that is to say it is the country where 
the greatest number of people are normally interested in 
politics. But is also the Country with the least political 
discipline in the world, where the masses have the maximum 
inconsistency and the minimum stability. 


This is due to the existence of a neutral mass which 
at oneetime did not belong to any party and which, even if 
it now belongs to various parties, does not understand that 
those who lost the war wish to return without any responsibility 
being exacted, or that those who won the war have been so 
ignorant and inept that they have lost the peace. 


That neutral mass which is enormous in our country 
trembles equally at the thought of the disorders of 1936 and 
at the disorders and madness of the present day, and dreams 
of a republican government of a moderate nature which would 
pacify the country before an electoral adventure which would 
lead to bloodshed. 


> Ge terre eae w]e 


In March 1943 I was requested by the American Service 
(Secret ?) to enlist a number of ex-ministers of the Republic 
and the Monarchy, all of whom were @xempt of all responsibility 
in the happenings of 1936 and who did not participate in the 
government either during the Civil War or later, to undertake 
the responsibility of forming a provisional government. 


The U.S. Embassy has in its archives a signed copy 
of the bases on which these "gentlemen" committed themselves 
to form a government after studying the solutions to all the 
problems in their practical aspects; in accordance with our 
wish the British Intelligence Service must have received 
information about that document. 


The transitory sohution is the same today and as we 
believe, judging by developments, that the United Nations will 
not now impose that solution, we wish to state now the failure 
of any other solution, in the name of gentlemen who are 
ex-Ministers, ex-Under Secretaries, ex-Directors, ex-Members 
of Congress, Commanders of Assault Police, Republican Generals, 
etc. etc. whose support of a government of the nature indicated 
| has been set down in writing and is in the possession of the 
American Service. Any other solution will fail for the 
following reasons:- } 
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(1) Because none of the political parties of the Republic 
is now organised in such a way that it could support 
or organise a government. 


- 


| ° and is composed of men of second rank it will be 


generally rejected out of objection to being governed 
: by exilés "except the few who cannot be substituted". - 


(2) Because if the government comes partially from abroad aq 


Because if these last mentioned came to govern they 
would soon get worn out because of the necessity = = © 
of maintaining order and this would lead to the 
failure of the Third Republic. | Ai 
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With loyalty and velour we pass this information to © 
those who one. day will find reasons for complaint; ina = =. | 
final attempt to ease our consciences as Spaniards. 
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Political. 


The MeFeA. arrived in San Sebastian towards the 
end of lest week and has been carrying out a series of 
conversations with Ambessedors. : 


H-E.- sees him this afternoon, whereas Mr. Armour 
and the Nuncio have already had their innings. 
Mr. Armour listened to all Senor Atajo's pleas for 
patience and assurances that, in fact, the transition 
was already in full sewing, but rounded off the interview 
with a blunt warning that unless something was done 
speedily there was little hope for the future of Hispano- 
American relations. The Nuneio is also reported to 
have spoken up to the effect that Pranco and Falange 
must go and it is obvious that the unfortunate MeFeA- 
will get a further cold douche this afternoon. 


For the peace of this poor country it is only to 
be hoped that M.F.A. will go to Gelicia with sufficient 
fortitude to tell Franco the truth and the necessity for 
radical measures including the advisability of Franco's 
own retirement. 


The utterly irresponsible speech made in Paris 
yesterday by our Professor Laski only helps to bring 
nearer the horror of another civil war. The cardinal 

truth to remember ho.» even as is Spain's determination 
to keep out of tho war in Burope, is the widespread 
desire to avoid civil war at all cost. Evidently 

who deliberately advocates a policy which can 
lead directly to such a tragedy, is no better than 
a common criminal. 


Even the comparatively mild Potedan Declaration 
has driven a let of waverers 


but the Professor's speech 
“peers a hundredfold, and S 
a definite move is taking shape 
Pelange and Franco. 


I have elways unders 
irements necessitated ea 


of 

end the foundations for presperity existing in this 
country by insisting upon free elections in a 75% 
illiterate sountry. 


(sgd) M.H.SCOTT. 


Captain, Rel. 
NAVAL ATTACHE. 
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27th August 1945. Re 11.40. sem. 30th August 1945, 


Repeated to Lisbon Saving No. 5. 
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On August 22nd General Franco made a speech at the closing 


sot’ ABbichty Lathe St CTP Sagat "DpPyct en nbn Elsa 
a Ss. was pos en 
as a counter-dlast external pressure and hostile comment and 


tacitly su the prenouncements of the Minister for Forei 
Affairs reported in my telegram No. 51. ” 


Although there is much in the speech justi the 
Nationalist Movement on familiar lines re 12 an sichesis On 
its alleged zoete? and Bn gs speregier F presmeny deemed 

te to moment, rat no mention of Fal ° 
neral , aa Pelained that ne an s woice, the authentic 
veice of demosracy, discussed and settle par. - in each 
| a Se trade or calling, tak its decision to the State 

final execution. The princi preoccupation of the 
Government was to serve the people. General Franco said that 
social progress was still in its be but would be 
continued without faltering. He concluded, "We have ne sey of 
popular opinion, we are not afraid of as for the people 
scnfilenss. Very soon you will see it in the various elections - 
ayaeeees « municipal and provincial - which ag shall be hol ecce 
face reality vnich is this: te serve the — to work sor 
Spain ain greater, 


the le, to fight for the le, so as to 
nore tant and wore sochal-minneke® . 

public g Slestiqns and so 
rolled aren vervally a 
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General Franco has t l 
earlier t t the “ton racies and his Ss 
eutside opinion than 
wnined that any evolution 
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survive it. 
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Robles, 
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De 2.47 Delile Sist Augus 
Re 9645 Dem-e Sist August 1945 
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Franco however bases his hopes on know 


started in $ : 


' to achieve Hitlerite vict 


ideology but openly prete 
fascism Franco now talks of "Catholic Democracy". 


is short. ° 


Hitler 
since then Franco made strenuous ¢ 
: gtill loyal to fascist 
ate himself from 


to dissoci 


Mussolini 


4 OE 
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tiya August 29th publishes one and half column 
| ain" with emphasis on 
pertinent decision reached at Berlin Conference during 
it was confidently expected that Franco would not 
News Chronicle said so in 1945 and so did Gil 


tedge t 


for monarchy but even Juan fights shy in order not to 
already slender chances of ass 


report from Madrid that Foreign 


British 


to Franco's “organic democracy". 


is widely 


for reasons of either cynicism or stupidity; 
Franco press takes situat 


Franco. 


res 


crown. ~ Article 


Ministry 


t 1945 


IBS f 


hat 
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He geeks 
re judice 
dicules 

will confer with 


United States Ambassadors on possible objections 


Berlin 
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ion on 


approved but "Italia Nuova" and "Tablet" differ 


BPE 


realises that Franco is isolated by Berlin deci 
without support of own 


Rumours of 
ignation are mere b 


soothe 


and external. But Berlin decision s 


and all true friends of. 
unification of all anti-fascist. 
as proven by mee 
other countries now 
No manoeuvres by pro-fascists in undemocra 
couhtries can prevent liberation of Spain. 
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HIS Majesty's Ambassador af Pr ape 


resents his compliments ton Me Ps Se S. 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under- mongloned 
documents. 


British... .BuabaSsy.>.......-. 
Madride 


Reference to previous correspondence: cS TSU rT 
Sen Sebastian tel Noe 51 6f August 23rd, 1945: 


- Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date, Subject. 


Translation of an 
interviews Interview granted by 
the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs to the 
Directors of the EE an 
Logos. Agencies on 
August 22nd, 1945. 
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INTERVIEW GRANTED BY THE 2 cINISTER of NORRION “APPATRG. 


TO THE DIRECTORS OF THE BFE 1D LOGOS AGENCIES a 
AUGUST 22ND, 1945. 
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To what. do 
have encountere 


ral nis sey? 


Rb "Tt cannot come» as .a: surprise that some sectors .of opinion 
of certain foreigh countries shotidibe hostile to: Spain and:its 
covernment in view of the: extraordinary. international; activities 
developed. byatheist communism and: its fundamental hatred: against 

our countryy,.as well. s.:the: defamatory cappatgn Cer aee one: kenge tousl 
by the exiled reds for the pést six yearss. -:. » OS, 2 ‘ aii 3 


"However, one shotiid heverntake into account«as an official 
attitude.of any.country, what is‘only:a partial and possibly. 
Cranes tory attitude. of some. Eroup or or a certain Seg SORsOr baeitont 


the ots 


' ys 


“The purpose of mot sdudbtene Spain into the: fugure Society 
of the United Nations, should; she request sdmittences: is based on an 
. .inaceurate supposition. |» According; to the sa@ié ‘declaration: this» ae 
. exelusion;, would:be made on; the assymption that -the: ‘Shanish récime — oF 
was established with .the.help. of the attacking Powers. and. thatcit has.” 
maintained with them ideological affinities and undesirable es 
political.relationship, but this statement. would, not«bear an. My 
impartial examination. .Phe.liberation Movenent.of the-year.1936 
was a.genuine national: uprising...» the:weral and historaeal justifi-’ 
cation of which.: ean, be found, even, for the moss legalistie Spaniard,. 
as..2 consider ayself. 40 be; .in-ithe,fact that during : She etwoteeeicae af 
years the live forces of thé :ecountry. and- ‘particularly - the jpanish.. : 
Richt wing had tried to avert: the civil war, attempting .to defend 
themselves against the revolution by purely legal means, notwith- 
Standing the fact. that: in those days legality .was. often unjust. and 
arbitrary. Oniy when the ‘communis t: révorution; io “efter the oupgburst 
of -1934,-was once more in the “streéts” and the ‘brinot: le of authority 
no longer existéd, only’ then, I repeat, the Arny” followed-by—the 
larger. and better part of the country, rose against the tyranny of 
ungovernable nultitudés’ and after an ;heroic fight, . Ssugeeeded in» 
re- eeeebh thing: order | and 98 FORE a. State. Of daw. Trot, Se sh 


# «> 
“are oh 


‘is ‘i Ja. 


T €}, 


- On. the other get in: the ranks | of the nat io el ear 


Pe a ee 


0, 


’ ° We) 

ager ed de. which. the See eens : Pgh ae > Ps a 

consisted tainly of ‘the’ Russian ¢ nkKs. Which we. ee wed TroMm oo: Tres 

the red brigades during military Peco Lohs, Fhe er” ing the | 

/¢ most, APE Source OF RRR of. eatery: > national. armypeernr 
Bn tog | ied cath. Pane 


QO. na destly,. ae 
i character, Of the Movement 
"the, Govethment. of Franco 
“with, the “exeep 


BOSE a ea bins uiiea antes 
pe . ——— re Sc ah. ATO EAR 3 —— 
by. ss ORY ERE 28 > ies Oe 

a: 2 hop tden: sd iat 


did lO Se a a) ber jon, Saat: TH 
¥ . oe ~ as ree Aig AE mY ¥e, Dr ite, gee ee ‘ ON 


; . 
te * J 
ma +A eens ry a a . 
* i ek 9 Hy mary x , a J . ec 
* ie a? Ae : 
: a os e ' - & R 7 te 
* 2 rt = ; ne ” or « cy ” x , ’ : 
y ag ss a ‘De ’ wr ey " TF ° ‘ 4 ri 
* se fo 2 i ‘ fi x = 
; , " ¢ of " a, a j 
4 .\? vy , e ‘ * , 
“ - a. ~ 
4. +. -_ - r +“ , e ‘ =’. “ty 
an 4 v ? 2) . pe 
s - fi vib + : i . 4 ry ~*~. i uf , ws + tA 
- s 


naw: 


ts GENS 


as ae 


as 


24 


ah TO 


*- WP es 4% 


PTF “soe 


“>, 


-- "sae s 


os e _ ’ “— > 
—.. 


-kind were grente@ to the. Axisinations,:cextainly ‘BOGS on sueaedhet 
grounds, Sut neither! commercially: or. economically, io Thisswhodly: 
independent attitadesof. the Spanish: Governnent: erected: severels 

@eritical: moments*in its relations with. Gernmeny, odverisissto. which 
ht omight be- worth while drawinsc: attention yo! . SOne: etka beceusey” 
they. are not known to the: WOrtas 2aaqg any 5 A234 AS OG 


: As réegardsvthe supposed ideoloricalv affinity. of the 
Spanish} ovement with the totalitarian movements, “anyone who. : 

KnoWs omfetional idiosynerasy will be able°to undé?Pstand’ that 
such an affinity was not even possible. The jiovement, as a 
national one, had t6° Gegin® by: proeléimine the fundamental rights 
of. the human being, which nowadays he ve beén: éxpiVeitly- acknowledged 
by the Fuero de 108 Espenoles (Bill of Rights) end therefore 

/°¢he Movement-ha@ te aphear. as jealous: of Tepitimate liberties as the 
Spaniards themselves. are.° And if the Movement-made useof its: 
authority: energetically; itcdid: so for:.the. purpose: of safegdsrding 

OG he * Natural rights: of mankind, “which héd been tniquiltoushy" Mpamp ted 
as Ugpen- and overruled by- revolutionary _tynemny. | | 
These being the: rats Lt: is not surpris ing - “Sead: in  ¢hes 
Government's llo-te pegardineg the ® aeélarations: éP° ‘Potsdam, the ‘State- 

-i thents affesting Spain - ‘sheéula: have been re jected~ ‘Por; as Tsay, 

00 Tes hey. are: founded on an. inexact: 4s Sump tién, “thé Pree- ‘aeceptaree ‘of which 
igen: be. ‘explained’ as a result of thé gigantic misrepresentation © | 
Warried-out by “the-expatrifated: Span ards who -have mane ged: tq. read 
“astrey “innumereble people of good: faith. bee BH: 
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to. the} sb Aibassador 
yovernnept Le gan dics: Re ae 


Since the British imive eos has’ Bren the news, even. “pefore the. 

Spanish Govermment had: received a reply to -their Note, tT ‘cannot apa 4 
hat the mtter is a’true fact and that. in the Note the “esual. ; “3 
reservations have been me de regardin uwhatever may have been .a, reed Mg 
upon behind our country's back * @uring the’ prelinary conversations. 
which have taken place and are taking place-in Paris, with reference. 
to Tangier matters, for it fs clear that nothing can be. agreed which 
will. be really definite and valid without taking into account Spain, 
which is the first. power interested .in the fate of a city enckoged in 
the zone of her protectorate and the: Buropean population of which is 
in its immense majority Spanish, Nor is it. indiscreet to say) that’ 

in the note itself is expressed the displeasure with which Spain has 
learnt that a European power has been invited to participate in :those 
negotiations which, owing to its extremely castern position cannot 
have in the Tangier area any motives other than the strategic interest 
which the place in question offers her for her proseletysing activitiea. 


Spain and her Government have nothing against the Russian nation, 
for whose people they feel lively sympathy; nor have they anything to 
say about the Soviet régime itself in so far as concerns the interior . 
form of government of that state. What the Spanish Government cannot 
admit is. *¢he importation into Spain of Communist doctrines and even 
le ss the penetration of Communist activities and propaganda. 


How did Y.E. receive the news of the surrender of Japan? 


The stireiade of Japan which puts an end to the war is the most 
pleasing news which all peace-loving perséns coulfl have received. 
For this reason, believing.that they were interpreting the feelings ocr i 

of all Spaniardm the: Government ordered that the national flag should .. 
be raised as 4 sign of rejoicing in all publie buildings as soon as “3 
peace was known. 


A neutral ity maintained not without difficulties and with effort. 
through two wars, joined to a tradition which is doctrinal and at the ~ 
game time positive, of love for peace, confer.on our country more than... 
sufficient. Qualifications to appear among the nations which in 4 spirit | 


gommunity, and it is to be hoped that those qualifications, reintorastel 


fahure an’ outstanding: at in that. mnivergal. commonwealth. 
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Maki of the concepts of. liberty sake sitnenie: 
2 both the respect of the fundamental rights of the ind 
inflexible maintenance of the laws of. the Ub Lic’ ‘autho “ity, and the — 
| harmony of which today constitutes the ation for the PS, 1 a ae 
political systems of the world and _sareteuln rly of the )~faxon ss 
people 8, with which therefore the system of government. of by oP Marg 
will eventually. be coordinated, our. P cent ey: whieh is p feat eo 
towards new forms of popular representation and politic iiberty. i 
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' we 


tn ‘any: case it will now be understood that it. is absolut ‘a 
necessary for Spain to be able to carry out her political evo cece 
at ‘the rhythm and by the stages which are our particular idiosy 
sies. In proceeding in this fashion on the other hand we draw. 
inspiration from the wisé. pOlitical conduct of those ‘Siig! 0 Bako. Reel 
peoples who have always Succeeded in making the necessary evolutions . 
without being precipitate or violent. As regards gocial trms-° ~— 
formations we are ready to carry as far as in the. social reforms — 
which the times: require, as is proved by our ‘Legislation for labour 
and. social insurance, which is as advanced as that of the leading 
country in such matters. The seo®ial restlessness of our youth 
will find no boundaries other than those imposed by the odnséervebion 
of economic order, in so far as it is regarded as necessary for the 
augmentation of the national wealth, and in this sense amd given the 
fact that labour in itself does not presuppose a materialist philo- 
sophy and, without doubt for that reason, has not so far as is known 
received any. kind of. rebuke on the part. of the Catholic. conscience; = 
nobody will be surprised if Spain can look with benevolence: and even 
sympathy on labour's aspirations to soeial justice, -wi th whi ch to : 
a large extent our aspirations may coincide. ) an 
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Along this road, as the Mead of the State himself announced — 
recently in his speech of July 17th last, our political system will 
one’ day launch out into the traditional monarchy whereby Spanish 
politics will achieve certain stability. eg 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
MADRID. 


1/318/45. luth September, 1945. 
INDEXED 


Dear Registrar, 
a 
We must apologise for the typing of 
the enclosure to our printed letter 439 of 
August 28th, regarding the interview granted by 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs to the 
Directors of EFE and Logos Angencies on August 22nd. 


We have only just noticed that in the 
rush to catch the bag the inverted commas were 
not continued after the first two paragraphs 
white no very clear indication is given to 
show where the answers begin and the questions 
ende We suggest that the Western Department 
Registry should underline the questions, which 
will make reading easier, should it ever be 
desired to make further reference to this 
document. 


yours ever, 


Chancery 


The. Registrar, 
Foreign Office, 


S.W.1l. 
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Spanish Primate issued September ist long vigorously-worded 
pastoral which is given great prominence in national press, It 
consists offexplanation and defence of attitude of Church during 

Civil War, (ii) plea to foreign powers to avoid revival of Givil 

Wear antagonisms, (iii) strong appeal for integral peace on staple 
and representative form of government. 


2. Regarding Civil War, pastoral argues that it took on nature 
of crusade of liberation once Communist extremist elements had 
assumed control of Republican Government and began widespread 
religious persecution which resulted in assassination of dozen 
bishops and thousands of priests without trial and simply for pro- 
fession of faith, This called forth joint pastoral of Spanish 
Episcopate in 19357 which is extensively quoted. Accusations that | 
Chureh took sides with totalitarian régime are rejected. Arch- 
bishop maintains that in various pastorals since 19235 under all 
forms of government he has insisted on independence of Church from 
State. 


3. On Spanish external situation he gives difference of 
Spanish neutrality on familiar lines. Argues that it is to no- 
body's interest to reopen a question settled by "armed plebiscite" 
or attempt to clean up embers of Civil War only to stir up a new 
blaze. All external forms of state which could serve as pretext 
for suspicion should be eliminated but Spain’s undeniable right to 
solve her om internal problems and to organise her régime should 
be respected. 


4. On internal situation he pointedly expresses hope that 
laws will be passed to make bill of rights reality, practically and 
integrally observed. Says that end of world war makes it urgent 
necessity to feach a total definitive organisation of state. Time 
has come for people's participation in government. This can take 
various [?word omitted] important thing is to prevent elections 
being adulterated either by those who vote or those who o e 
voting. Asks for firm permanent institution consistent with his- 
torical Spanish unity and degree of political education possessed by 
Spanish people; an end to old rivalries; an open way to fellowship 
of all Spaniards; return to Spain of all those who do not come to 
provoke trouble; sound channels for expression of legitimate opinion; 
and that there may be as much strength in constituted authority as 
generosity towards those who oppose it. 
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PASTORAL by the PRIMATE OF SPAIN 
on the occasion of the end of the War, 


To Mr Garran, Weséern Department. 


ne ee 


From Mr W.Horsfall Carter, Research Department 


on 


You may care to have a few notes on the 
recent pronouncement by Dr Pla. y Daniel, Primate of Spain 
and Arbhbishop of Toledo, which is the latest and not the 
; least important apologia of Franco and his Rosine. After 
reading it in extenso I am not sure that the summary given 
in San Sebastian Telegram No 66 of the 3rd September provides 
faithful record of the Archbishop's Pastoral. 


£reliminary Note 
Dr Pla y Daniel is an appointee of *ranco (with she 


reputation of being a careerist). He is therefore tied to tk 
Regime in a way in which Cardinal Segura, Archbishop of 
Seville, for example, is not. Cardinal Segura is the 


classic type of 'Prince of the Church', reminiscent of the 
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Middle Ages, who will stand #ef no interference with the 
Church's prerogatives: his quarrel with Franco and the Recim 


is,,of course, on that ground- not from any greater 


inclination towards democracy or liberalism.(He is said to 


be immensely popular, by the way, in Andalusia and to have 
done fine work on behalf of a number of Basque priests 
persecuted by the Falange.) Dr Pla y Daniel is probably, more 
representative of the ecc lesiastical atoperery: whieh. is a 
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this year- which was a thoroughgoing eulogy of Frances 


the Regime and a vigorous attack on their detractots; it 


included a scarcely-veiled disparagement of Don Juan. This 


Pastoral of the lst September barely mentions Franco, and 


there are obscurely allusive passages about Spain's 
historical tradition which might ve interpreted as being 
favourable to Don Juan and the Monarchy. But the intention 
is clearly to fortify with the authority of the Chureh the 
official thesis of the Regime with regard to the civil war 
and neutrality, and to expound views on "the future shaping 
of the Spanish State" which, it must be said, amount to 

an endorsement of General Franco's own proclaimed erosraciis 
of evolucion. What is perhaps worth emphasizing is that, 
in contrast with his earlier Pastoral, the Archbishop seems 
now to be very much on the atinsive: He is concerned to 
explain and defend the attitude of the CShureh during the 
civil war, then to excuppate the Spanish hierarchy from any 
charge of serving Fascist or totalitarian regimes, and 
finally, as it were, to trace, for the benefit of his 
Catholic flock, the limits within which they should keep 
in their political ideas. (This may well be with an eye to 
the activities of the Accién Catolica group represented ty 


the new Foreign Minister, Sefior Artajo. ) 
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Neutrality The passages on this mien’ are partioulerly 


revealing. The document begins with\ reference to the 


Toad 


Pastoral of May ,1945 which expounded “los motivos seelaseet, 
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of ‘Spain! s neutrality. Those reasons, weston: the bop 


om 


a characteristic evasion of the point! Later on there is 


passage saying that it is for the Spanish State, which alone 
possesses the full documentation, to tell the story of thet 
neutrality. "But, Eyex above and beyond partieedae spideten. 
there is the public and undeniable fact that Spain did not 
sign the Tripartite ract which would have committed Sesto to 
going to war, nor did Spain become involved in the war, in 

spite of powerful pressure and difficult situations, with the 
belligerent armies on her frontiers and belligerent weiubscs 
steaming around her coasts. And yet today, at the sonaiiiiten 
of the World War, bhe name of Spain and her Government te 

being bandied about everywhere. God grant that all this will 


not rekindle the flames of the civil war." 


Civil War 

| The Archtishop holds forth at some length on the 

: views of the Fathers of the Church on war, international pa 
civil, leading on to a justification of the famous joint 
pastoral of the Spanish episcopate in 1937. His chief point 
| is that the Ecclesiastical Hierarchy blessed one group of 
belligerents only after the civil war had taken on the character 
of a crusade of liberation of the country from Communism and 


extremist excesses. On this he quotes his previous Pastoral 


which accused the Government of that time of not even trying 
to dominate the Communist masses-- which is unfair and untrue. 
And, further on, he declares that the civil war became 


eventually an "armed plebiscite" which put an end to 
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help from other nations which never joined the Axis and 
which indeed were and are allies of the Wmite&x victor- 


nations." 


Defence of the Chureh 
In a section dealing with "the attacks on Spain 


and her present Government" there is a spirited defence of 
the Spanish Church against the charge of servitude to or 
defence of Fascist or totalitarian regimes. The principle of 
non-interference (no infeudacion) of the Church in any 
political regime is stoutlg affirmed. This is followed by 
assertion 

an aamissipnxthat the independence of the Church had not for 
centuries been so amply recognized, in theory and in practice, 


as by th: present regime. 


Spanish Political Tradition 

In the last section the Arbhbishop is concerned to 
warn Spaniards against any abrupt political changes. "It 
would be an error to break the spiritual trajectory of the 
country and it cannot be believed that we shall fall into thet 
wrror." 


The rest~ about the Charter (Fuero de los *spanoles) 
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and other constitutional steps is straightforward Franco 
talk, with emphasis on Spain cleaving to her historical 
traditions and being left alone to solve her own internal 
problems: "let there be outlets of a substantial kind for 


the expression of legitimate opinions through "natural? 
organs". (See San Sebastian Telegram No 66) 


we See ge 


—_ 
1 16} poe 318t Aug,1945. 
: | in Reptry PUL Sept, 1945, 
. | Z: Spain ; 
i A ef 


B, gouty ? 


Last Paper. 


6 SLE 


(Minutes.) 


Gf) 


COPYRIGHT - WOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPH! CALLY WITHOUT PERMI 


Tove 


References. la is 
(Print.) } ‘ 
(How disposed of.) : 


« ee 
™ - ; “% 5 = 
HN ghaS. ‘ 

- te eS f. 

o ee aes Z 


erat wr, 
Owes 


’ ot 
cay ee 
® nit 3 * a sie 
CASAL 
or fe 


rUSO!l ti/4#ogVU9V 


o 
La 
” 
kad 
a 
- 
> 
o 
x 
~ 
= 
> 
2 
oO 
_ 
a 
a 
a 
Oo 
Oo 
-— 
oO 
x 
a 
oO 
Ww 
2 
Qa 
WwW 
a 
WwW 
@ 
o 
= 
- 
o 
ie 
a1 
= 
= 
o 
a 
> 
a 
o 
oO 


The COUNSELLOR of the SOVIET EMBASSY this 


afternoon subjected me to a cross examination on the 
subject of Spain. 


He began by asking whether the recent changes 
in the Spanish Government were regarded as satisfactory. 
I told him that they certainly indicated some improve- 


ment but could not be regarded as indicating a change 
of regime. 


He then enquired about the new Spanish Government 

in Mexico. Was this likely to unite all Spanish 
republicans outside ain and were the Mexican Government 
going to recognise it. I said that I thought our 
indications were that the republicans had recently been 
losing ground and were not united amongst themselves. 
I had no indication that the Mexican Government proposed 
to recognise the new so-called Spanish Government. 


Monsieur Koukin then asked me whether we should 
allow members of this Government to come to England, to 
which I replied that we should not of course let them 
come in an official capacity but if any individuals 
applied for permission to come to this country and could 


show any good reason for wishing to do so, I did not 


think that we should forbid them. 


Monsieur Koukin said that the Spanish republicans 
had been encouraged by the advent of the Labour Govern- 
ment, who they expected would be much more sympathetic 
to them. I referred to the Foreign Secretary's speech 
in the House of Commons which made it clear that while 
we did not approve of the existing régime in Spain, we 
had no idea of direct interference in Spanish internal 
affairs. In that respect the policy of the present 


Government was pretty well in line with that of the late 
Government. 


Monsieur Koukin then asked me whether I thought 
it possible that there would be a change of regime in 
Spain itself in the near future. To that I could only 


reply / 
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reply that so far as understood the situation, there 
was a growing realisation in Spain of the isolation 
to which Spain was subjected owing to the maintenance 
of the Franco regime. I. could not tell whether 
public opinion would, in the near or distant future, 
make itself felt sufficiently to produce any change. 
Monsieur Koukin said that so far as he could see 
Franco was likely to remain indefinitely and he 

could not see from what quarter any impetus towards 

a change could be expected. I said that it was true 
that it was very difficult to forecast how a change 
could be brought about; Monsieur Koukin had said that 
Franco maintained a rigid control but that Was perhaps 
not wholly true as there was an element in Spain which 
was rather uncertain from his. point of view and that 


was the army. It was possible that the generals, if 


united, might demand a change. The only other 


alternative, which happily seemed uhlikely at the 


moment, was a republican revolution in Spain itself. 
The last thing we wanted was another civil war in 
Spain or anywhere else in Europe. 


Monsieur Koukin's questions were so insistent 
that I wondered whether his Government have any idea 
of recognising some alternative Spanish Government. 
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Mr. Harvey. 7] 


The COUNSELLOR ef the SOVIET BMBASSY thie 
of paises to a cress examination on the 
ae 


MH He began by asking whether the recent ehanges 
in the Spanish Government were regerded es satisfactory. 
tT teld him thet they certainly indicated sone rove=- 
men® but could sot be regarded as indicating a 


He then enquired ebout the sew 5 sh Government 

in Mexice, Wee this likely to anite sli Spanish 
republicens outside Spein end were the Mexican GCovernsent 
goimg to recognise itt? I seid thet I thought our 
indications were that the republicans hed recently been 
losing ground and were sot united amongst thenselves. 

I Bad ao indication that the Mexieen Government proposed 
to recognise the new so-called Spanish Governae 


.#onsieur Koukin thea asked me whether we should 
allow members of .4hie Government to cose to Hagland, to 
which I replied that we should not of course let them 
come in an offieial capacity but if any individuels 
eoplied: for permission to come to this country ani could 
show any good reason for wishing to do soe, I did not 
think that we should forbid then. 


jonsieur Koukin eaid that the Spauish republicans 
had been e coutaged by the edvent of the Labour Govern- 
sent, who they expected would be such more ayapessanee 
to them. I referred to the Foreign Secretary 
in the House of Commone which made it clear that le 
we did not ap rove of the existing regime in Spain, ve 
had no idee of direct interference in Spanish internal 
affairs. In that respect the policy of the present 


Government was pretty well in line with that of the late 
Governnuent. 


donsieur Koukia then asked me whether I thought 
it possible that there would be a change of regime ia 
Spain iteelf in the aear future. To that I could only 
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vpeply that eo far as uncerstood the situati there 
was a growing realisation, in Spain of the isolketion 

to which Spain was subjected owiag to the neatatenence 
of the Prance regime. I could not tell whether 
public opinion would, in the near or distent future, 
make iteelf felt sufficientiy to produce any change. 
hoasieur Koukin said. thet eo fer as he could see 
Prenco wee likely te remain tadefinitely and he 

could not see from what quarter any impetus towards 

a change could be expected, I seid that it wes true 
thet it was very difficult to forecast how a change 
could be brought ebout; Jionsieur K:ukin hed said thet 
Praneo mainteined a rigid. control but thet wae perhaps 
not wholly tree as there wat sn element in Irein which 
was rather uncertain from his point ef view anc that 
wes the army. It vas ae if 
united might demand a @ The 

elternstive, which happily seemed ealineny: at oy 
moment, was a republican revolution in Spain itself. 
The lest thing we wanted was enother civil war in 


Spain or enywhere elee in Hurope. ' 


Monsieur Koukia's questions were so aia 
that I wondered whether his Government heve any idea 
of recognising some alternative Gpanioh Jove rnmeat. 
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ff Counsellor of the Soviet Embassy, in the 


Draft. 
course of a recent discussion with Sir A. Cadogan, 


showed considerable interest abet the position 


Moscow. 


in Spain. 
Telegram. 


2. Hé began by asking whether the recent 


a I 2... Saving changes in the Spanish Government were regarded 


; ~~ 
anil $ as satisfactory. Sir A. Cadogan replied that 
4 
< | Repeat they certainly indicated some improvement but 
< H.M.Ambas | = could not rT et regarded as indicating a change of 
1 . > 
— | Madr 
I : régime. / M. Koukin then enquired about the new 
an No. & 8 ing J / 
- Spanish "Government in Mexico. Was this likely 
to unite all Spanish Republicans outside Spain 
= and were the Mexican Government going to recognise 
i it? Sir A. Cadogan replied vga our information 
was to the effect that/ the depubl tedui Ga—Pect 
m eriloo 
Gabinet Dist. ty-been-tusing groumt—ami were not united among 
O 
thmselves. 
g ss M. Koukin then asked whether H.M.G. would 
allow members of this Government to come to 
Zz 


England, to which Sir A. Cadogan replied that 
we should not of course allow them to come in an 4 


official capecity but that if any individuals 


eppiiod for permission to come here and could 
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the House of Commons which made fl clear that whi: 
we did not approve of the existing regime in 
Spain we had no intention of directly interfering 


in Spanish affairs. In’ that respect the policy of 


in line with 


the present Government was 


that of the 


late Government. 
5. M. Koukin then asked whether there was 
likely to be a change of regime in Spain itself 
in the near future. Sir A. Cadogan replied that 


according to our information there was a growing 


realisati at Spain was becoming isolated 
as a 
It was not possible to say whether public opinion 


qv 
Would, in the near of distant future, make itself 


felt sufficiently to produce.any change. M. Koukin 


expressed apprehension that eee seemed likely 
to remain indefinitely ong/that he could not see 
from what quarter any impetus towards a change 
could be expected; Sir A. — replied that 
though it was true that it was difficult to fore- 
cast how a change could be brought about, there 


was an element in Spain which was rather uncertai 


from General Franco's point of view, namely the 


of the continuance of the Franco regime. 


Army. It was possible that the Generals, if uni 
might demand a change. The only other alternati 
which happily seemed unlikely at the moment, was 
@ revolution. The leat thing @e wanted was 

another civil war, whether in Spain or anywhere 


else. 
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This telegram is of particular secrecy and i "e 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on. | 


[EN CLAIR} 
CABINET DISTRIBUTION 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO MOSCOW 
NO. 255 Saving 5th September, 1945 


Repeated to Madrid No. 158 Saving, 
Paris No. 2126 Saving, 
Washington No. 875 Saving. 


& &@ & 


Counsellor of the Soviet Embassy, in the course of a 
recent discussion with Sir A. Cadogan, showed considerable 
interest in the position in Spain. 


2e He began by asking whether the recent changes in 
the Spanish Government were regarded as satisfact 
Sir A. Cadogan replied that they aw Oat peinly indicate 
improvement but could not be regarded as ndicating a 
change of régime. 


5S. M. Koukin then enquired about the new Spanish 
"Government" in Mexico. Was this likely to unite all 
Spanish Republicans outside Spain and were the Mexican |. 
Government going to recognise it? Sir A. Cadogan replied 
that our information was to the effect that there were 
raped ane that the Republican exiles were not united among 
emselves. 
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4. Me Koukin then asked whether His re ay * s Govern 
ment would allow members of this Government to come to 
England, to which Sir A. Cadogan replied that we should not 
of course allow them to come in an official capacity but 
that if any individuals applied for permission to come here 
and could show any good reason for wishing to do so, we 
should not be likely to refuse then. 


5. Me Koukin went on to that the S$ sh 
Republicans had been encouraged the advent of the Labour 
Government, which a Se expected ¥o would be much more 
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eech in the House of Commons BR made RS clear that 
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Thank you very much for 
your letter of 29th Aucust 


telling me of wat the ‘ranish . 


Attaché had said to vou, 


These views about Spain 
are nothing new, Dut combine 
from that soures they age 
interesting, I will pass the 
wetter to the anpnronriate 
Department in the Foreign 


Offices 
o. fen 
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No.. 445 (1/294/45 ) 


IS Majesty’s Ambassador st Madrid <o 
presents his compliments to the Foreign Secretary 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under- smentjaied 
documents: ig 


British..... MMRASBY.,........ 
Madrid. 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


San Sebastian despatch No. of 20.8.45.to 


Description of Enclosure. P.O. 


ii 


Name and Date. ~ Bubject. 


Despatch from H.M. New Civil Governor 
Consulate General, of Barcelona. 
Barcelona, No. 50 of 
Zlst. August to H.M. 
Ambassador, Madrid. 
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Sir, 


I have the honour to re 
on the new Civil Governor, 


in 
1 


rt that I paid fizst 
colonel cn rtolont’ Mrba. 


t 
Se 460s®s wave a good impression. fe wae most £ 
mace it clear timt he had reeeived special instructions 
Souk the epvedegniae af Speakiah ahah Sane samnanaans wine 
00% Tne oppo 6 some of8 | 
in eonnection with Ye german inet itutions here, and he 
promised to investigate the pointe whidh I had raiped. 


Se The contract betwoen ones ption at the civil 
Goyernor’s office during the corres and that of towday 
ic most marked,  vhereas then 011 guanie and officials gw 
the Palangist salute and Correa : wore his Glue gh 
now the salute is a noma) military one and Colonel Barta & 
in army wmiform tt understand that the iceal se and 
police foree have received inotructions from the civil 
Governor to give only military calutes henceforth. 


40 The political cvcretary of the Civil Governor 
» ie a comparatively young man. th i6 @ journal iet 
art critic, and has ropresented the *AeBel.” in Maly, 
umania and fulgaria. 


I have ~~ ee to be, 
- 
Your seed loney%o most obedient gerwmnt, — 


H. A. HOBSON 


in Regi: 4th Sept.1945, 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy antgiiemh 
by the authorised recipient and no tgpasse¢ 


[EN CLAIR] 


Sir V, Mallet | : 
oe StS R, 12.40 p.m, 13th September, 191.5, 
eptember, 1945, ae 


Repeated to Lisbon No, 8 Saving 
Gibraltar No, 7 Saving 
Minister of Inf orms tion No, 1 Saving, 


o: > 
ys la 2&4 | 23,2 | « 


My telegram No, 66 (summary of Pastoral Letter of 
Spanish Primate), | 


The Spanish Press loudly claimed the Primate's 
pastoral as an authoritative vindication of General Franco 
and his régime but it is wnlikely to be seen as such by 
those supporters who read it carefully and will ce 
make any converts to Falangism, Whether the Archbishop's 
invitation to the Government to legislate for the immediate 
operation of the Bill of ee its stress on the urgency 
of reaching a total and def tive organisation of the state and 
arranging for the people’s share in the government of the 
country, was prearranged with General Franco for his acceptance 
at a later date is a matter for speculation, In any case 
Franco will be unable to ignore it totally. 


2. In the meantime, the Archbishop's general call for 
an end to old rivalries and the return to Spain of all who 
do not come t provoke trouble must remain as a R aspiration, 
Republican critics point out that the pastoral might have shown 
more of the independence of spirit that it claims if it had been 
issued two years ago and that it is largely a tardy and halif- 
hearted acknowledgement of the inevitable, In other anti-Franco 
Catholic circles its plea for steadiness ani reform has been well 
received, being taken as a coun to the pronouncement of 
the exiled Republicans in Mexico, and as o conditional 
su for General Franco, Monarchists tend to read into it 


rather more than it actually contains of advocacy for their 
cause, 


3. Meamvhile fram a confidential source I learn 
the tate for Foreign Affairs and other more 

Cathe pare seriously preoccupied sbout the 
4B, 


not 


thet 
é _ pelations 


Oe Ge Se ee ee ee 


disabuse t om the idea that it is anti- 


— 


5. Please inform Ministry of Information, 


[Copies sent to Ministry of Information]. 
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D. 1.00 p.m. GH? 15th 
R.10.25 p.m. BST 15th 


ddddddd 


About 60 decrees of varying importance eng 
Council of Ministers recently euealehed, ig Bs ects were 
announeed in the ee on 13th September but de s will not 
be available until official state bulletin is published next 
week when I shall furnish a full report. S8o far, there has 
been no press comment. 


2. Amore important measure includes the following: 


(a) formation of a ministerial committee to consider 
application of Bill of Rights; 


(b>) grant of pardon to deserters and evaders from 
the forces; 


passed by 


(c) an agreement on regulations for preparation of 
an electoral census, annulment of decree number 263 of 
2hth April, 1957. 


3. # See my immediately following telegran, 


[This telegram is of particular secrecy nl mould be re 


by the authorised recipient and not p ry io6ed | 


| CYPHER ] CABINET DISTRIBUTION 
FROM SAN SEBASTIAN TO FOREIGN ex Ge SFP 1948 
Sir V, Mallet 


4 = D. 1.00 pom, 15th September, 194.5 
ptember, 1945 R, 1.10 a.m, 16th September, 1915 


ddddddd 


My immediately preceding telegran, | 


What appears at first sight to be a routine Cabinet 
meeting has in fact reached decisions which, if put into 
practice, mean several jumps forward in Franco evolutionary 
process, 


2. Bill of Rights, which must remain a dead letter until 
laws are passed to put it into practice, now passes to a 
committee minister for that purpose, This is both a 
postponement of undefined duration and a promise of ultimate 
fulfilment, And we judge from prominence accorded to it in 
the press, requisite legislation is to the fore-front of 
general programme, 


3.  ##Grant of pardon to deserters and evaders from the 
forces primarily affects fugitives abroad of the former 
Republieaw Army, They may now re-enter Spain without further 
penalt# "than ordinary military service instead of being 
subject to trial and probable imprisonment for desertion as 
hitherto, This may be interpreted primarily as a military 
measure to reinforce the standing army but politically it is a 
step forward in the way of reconciliation, Applicants for 
enlistment will be posted to African garrisons in the case of 
army and equivalent place or subordinate post in the case of 
the navy thus relieving existing units for service elsewhere. 


) 
| 
) 
J 
) 
; 
> 
> 


8) Oe Se eee ee. 


1. Active preparation of census is designed no doubt 
with a view to municipal elections be held next January, 
I am reliably informed that these elections will be free and 
secret to heads of households and will affect one third 
of each of municipal bodies in the country. The object is to 
test opinion for a possible further consultation of the 


people, 


5. Annulment of decree number 263 is announced without 
any indication of subject yt. Researeh reveals that 
decree in qu petal gent alangist salute on all and 
Falangist circles wil presumably > ‘de informed, but bulk of 
population have apparen atly been left to learn by experience 


that/ 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, — 
SAN SEBASTIAN, 
30th August, 1945. 


Many thanks for your letter of August 20th with its 
enclosure recording a conversation between Cadogan and the 
Spanish Ambassador. . ) 

Alba undoubtedly makes a point when he says thet 
revresenting the origin of "ranco's movement as non-Spanish 
causes resentment in certain Spanish quarters favourable to 
us end tends rether to slicn people behind Franco. Indeed 
he might have gone further; such an attitude makes it 
practically impossible to find sny peaceful settlement of 
Spanish internal politics as it really ignores the pre-occupation 
of Spaniards in Spain who, after sll, must have the final sey 
in the affairs of their country. It seems to me thst on any 
reading of Spanish history in the last few decades men of 
the type of Franco and his supporters have been on the verge 
of appearing at every successive Government crisis and that 
the Civil War was practically a foregone conclusion from 
the repressive rule of Primo de “ivera onwards end a 
certainty since 1934 & The Axis took advantage of an endemic 
characteristic of Spanish politics; it oricinated nothing. 
As you know, 2 good deal of the soundest opvosition to Franco 
and Palange in Spain today is to be found smong those who 
were pn the Nationalist side in 1936. They would be again 
if the political conditions of the time recurred but they 
consider that Franco betrayed the movement by letting Falange 
take control of it, with Axis backing, and that "ranco_ tes 
produced an ideology and state-orgenisstion foreign to SpanisBy 
temperament and traditions. Such sa development was never le 2 
envisaged by the Generals or the Army, when the Generals 
nominated "ranco Head of the State. If uncerstanding of 
this attitude commonly existed sbroad it would tend to | 
reconcile conflicting elements and to extrude the extremes 
of Falansism end communism (both of which boost themselves 
in Spanish politics by screaming that = other is the paly. 
alternative! ) 


In this connection you might look at an article from 
a recent issue of the American army newspaper "Stars and 
Stripes" which I enclose. It was on sale in Bia sais FR whence | 
forays of uniformed America tourists bare bese, opre » here a 
(see my despatch No, 18 of the 27th August, 1945): 
comment on the G.I.'s junketing: _Among many p tsoners in 
gao}] here and the whole overonitupl’ 26a: 14 Bevan ah 
calculated to produce just the effect which Alb BORE OL 2 a MS 
True, it is the sort -of article which® ‘80 088 ee Beret ee ie 
any Left-Wing paper anywhere, » but it) seer f rere ‘Uhet the  .}) 
United States forces in Europe bacpe et se y think that it . 
hasacetala bush whole = boi recent. SI 
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Europe’s Last Fuehrer, Generalissimo Francg, Has Plenty of Worries 


Since the Fall of His mys 


By Klaus Mann 
Stars and Stripes Staff Writer 


HE dictator ot Spain, Generalissimo 
Francisco Franco, has plenty of 
worries these days. Ever since the fall 
of his former bosses and protectors—Hitler 
and Mussolini—El Caudillo, which is the 
Spanish equivalent of Der Fihrer, has 
been living on borrowed time. 


What is the origin of Spanish dictator- 
ship? Why is the nature of this regime 
so incompatible with the principles and 
purposes of the United Nations? What is 
General Franco’s record? 

The government ,which established itself 
in Spain, in 1939, after three years of civil 
war, owes its existence to two foreign 
powers—Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy. It 


was with the military, economic and political 


support of Hitler and Mussolini that Span- 
ish generals,. including Francisco Franco, 


Started their revolt against the legitimate 
government of their country. 


The tenacity 
and determination with which the people 
of Spain resisted the rebellious officers in- 
dicated clearly that the Fascist movement 
was not. popular with the majority of the 
nation. It took Franco and his followers 
three years to overcome this resistance. 
This was all the more remarkable, as the 


rebels, or “nationalists,” as they chose to 


call themselves, continued to enjoy the 


‘material and military help of their Italian 


‘and German friends whereas the Republi- 
‘cans, or “loyalists,” were not able to obtain 
the most essential supplies—not even’ 6n 
a cash and carry basis. The non-interven- 
‘tio policy maintairied by the democracies 

| one-sidedly’ in favor of the Fascists. 


“@Pamn's civil war was indeed a prelude 
to World War II, a dress rehearsal’ in 
which the powers o< évil tested, in a moral 
and military sense, their war of aggreés- 
sion upon the cause of humanity. When 
ranco’s troops marched into Madrid on 
ch 28, 1939, the dictators in Berlin 
and Rome could congratulate themselves 


ge satel pppoe sr of a major 


py Ba when, in 4 
sabre ‘de Gchvered ‘os on July 941, a said 
that the first battles oe World War It 
_Ryete Jed, and won on ot soil.” 3 
Wher the. real thing started, . Franco's 
and..sympathies were naturally 

on the. of the. Axis. Even before, the 
outbreak '« Ro mostilittes, the Caudillo. had 


dillo stated triumphantly in an officia¥ 
proclamation addressed to members of th 

National Council: “The war has taken a 
bad turn for-.the Allies, and they have 
lost it.” 

Some months later, in February, 1942, he. 
was still certain of a German victory, and) 
promised. that if there were one moment 
of danger, it would. not be one division of: 
Spanish volunteers that would go but a 
million Spaniards would offer themselves, 
The next year, however, found the gen 
eralissimo somewhat less confident. On 
March 6, 1943, he appealed for peace, sug- 
gesting that it would be senseless to go on 
fighting as the war had reached a dead 
point at which none of the belligerents 
had the power to destroy his opponent. 


But the war continued and Franco went 
on: assisting by deed and word those whom 
he was wont to call “our Fascist 2o0m- 
Fades.” He'sent his Blue Division to fight 
with the German Army againsg§ the Rus- 

. He let Spain servé as a convénient 
dply and. espionage base for the Nazis. 
Hitler’s agents were free to use Spanish 
consulatés and embassies throughout the 
werid for the transmission of information 
to. Berlin, and as. headquarters for their 


world-wide intrigues. Spanish ships reported , 


position of Allied merchantmen to Ger- 
man U-boats. Spanish workers were sent 
to Germany to aid in Hitler’s war plants. 
The so-called neutral press of Franco Spain 
was a valued Goebbels mouthpiece. Nazi 
operations were tolerated within the Spanish 
police, the Spanish radio system and”in 
evéry department which could aid etities 
in his. Wa against the Allies. 


PRE. ‘piel on Pranco’s peeite activ. 
ities bulges witt. evidence. Even so 


conservative an observer as Sir Samuel 
‘Hoare, now ‘Lord Templewood, had to admit 
that Spain was practically a semi-occupied 
country in which German influences. per- 


-vaded important sections of national. life. 


Having served for.five years as British 
Ambassador in Madrid and having been 
widely criticized for his pro-Franco lean- 


‘ings, Lord Templewood astounded | the 
House of Lords in London with a detailed 
descr 


ion of how he, the representative 
of His Majesty's Government, was peslege? 
by the Gestapo in Madrid. Said he: “ 
had many instances in my own pon oo Se 
of this, non-military, occupation, I had the 
Gestapo living in the next house | 
over a ‘wall Watching every ‘movement 1 


tude on the part of the Allies was due 
mostly to considerations of military ex- 


pediency. 


J bps? use<winess of this policy was parti- 

rly..obvious at the time of the 
Allied” vasion of North Africa. It was 
then that the Allied Combined Chiefs of 
Staff insisted that every step possible be 
taken to keep Spain neutral and to prevent 
the Germans.<rom entering the Iberian 
Peninsula. Years afterwards, in 1944, 
Churchill appeared in Commons to speak 
kind words about Spain which, as the 
former Prime Minister put it, had done the 
Allies a great service by overlooking the 
concentration of air. and sea power at 
Gibraltar for the North African invasion. 


At that point, however, this kind of 
leniency toward the Spanish brand of Nazi- 


Pascism was no-longer in keeping with the 


general mood and tendency of democratic 
world public opinion. Mr. Churchill’s pro- 
Franco statement was widely . criticized. 
President Roosevelt himself, at a press 


r' wa - Ny Rg sen Lat Ze* 
+ we 


second, that. the Spanish dictato 
mained ¢ssentially adverse to the 


ideals of the United Nations no mat 


what kind of conciliatory 

generalissimo might make to curry’ favor. 
When Allied victory appeared to be just 
over the herizon, Franco began to take 
steps obviously calculated to improve his 
position with the winning side. The Madrid 
government forbade German commercial 
planes to Jand in Spain ‘and set up an 
inspection system to prevent German war 
criminals from entering the country. Some 
Falangist — Fascist — ministers were fre 
moved from Franco’s government afd re- 
placed with men of monarchist leanings. 
Last April, the generalissimo even. went 
so far as to break diplomatic relations with 
Japan. 

But it was too late to jumip on the band 
wagoh. Francisco Franco was politically 
_doomed, The distrust with which his re- 
gime was regarded abroad “was matched 
or exceeded by its unpopularity at heme, 
‘Today, as many aS 5,000,000 political pri- 
soners are still held in Spanish jails and 
concentration camps. The regime has 
utterly failed in improving the low living 
standards of the Spanish masses. Even 
be‘ore the present crisis of Franco's inter- 
national situations, an unbiased English 
observer, Vernon Bartlett of the London 
News Chronicle, wrote: “After a visit to 
Spain at the end of last ‘year, it is aston- 
ishing to discover how many people who 
were passionately pro-Franco during the 
civil war now criticize him with a ‘yeéhe- 
mence and openness which is almost stag- 
gering for a foreigner. The Falange Span- 
ish Fascist party is hated by the Monarch- 
ists hated by the Catholics, hated by the 
people. 


PRESENT Harry S. Truman, Prime 
Minister Clement R. Attlee and Gen- 
eralissimo Josef Stalin, in their joint pro 
clamation Summing up the results of the 
Potsdam Conference, singled out the pre- 
sent Spanish government as unfit for mem- 
bership in the United Nations with the 
explanation that the Franco regime is un- 
qualified because of its origin, nature, 
record and close association with aggressor 
states. 

Clearly the Caudillo has become an 
unbearable liability to his nation. He will 
have to go and he knows it. The question 
is only who is-going to.replace the gen- 
eralissimo and his discredited clique. [If 
it goes according to Franco’s wisties; his 
successor will be a monarch of the House 
of Bourbon. Only a strong and flexible 
monarchy, as the Dictator put it in a recent 


speech, would ‘be able to preserve the spirit : 


of Falangism. 

The trouble is that the pretender to the 
Spanish throne, Don Juan, 32; youngés 
surviving son of the late King Alfonso XIII, 
happens to be on bad terms with the geh- 
eralissime, whom he recently attacked ‘ih 
an open letter. Franco would prefer Prince 
Alfonso Jaime, nine-year-old, son of “+ 
Juan’s elder and deaf brother, Don Jalili 
37, who renounced his claim to the ‘thi 
in 1933, At the same time there are’ tiuum- 
ors that the worried Dictator has’ ‘at 
proached an illegitimate son of Doh Jaimé, 
who is: reported to be living in Guertiica, 
which was destroyed by Nazi bomb§ dliritig 


» “rt” +¥e 


Wane. the generalissimo is deaperately 

searching for a king to place:on the 
throne of Spain, Spanish Republicans ta 
exile insist that.a restoration of. the-mon- 
archy would be diametric to the wishes and 
interests of their nation. It is true that 
= refugee politicians have .not yet 


bey pete a is 


“tinue between such groups as the 
Communist Committee of Liberation 
“sented by the ‘former Republican Mini 


; be ia War, under the’ namé of Couint 


ott 1 VP ts 


a: i @t National, Defense, agen te + 


O6S6V7/12Zt0s 


dVSISOLOHd G39NGONdIN 38 OL LOW —- LHDIBAdOD 


-;aQuasafay 


1330 G80038 


3 


PITT 


SSIWH3d LNOHLIA ATIWOIH 


Try 


T 


NO} 


a 


France still controls the guns in Spain . 


~~ 


On Borrowe 


Europe’s Last Fuehrer, Generalissimo Frane@, Has Plenty of Worries 


By Kiaus Mann 
Stars and Stripes Staff Writer 


HE dictator of Spain, Generalissimo 
Francisco Franco, has plenty of 
worries these days. Ever since the fall 
of his former bosses and protectors—Hitler 
and Mussolini—El Caudillo, which is the 
Spanish equivalent of Der Fihrer, has 
been living on borrowed time. 


What is the origin of Spanish dictator- 
ship? Why is the nature of this regime 
so incompatible with the principles and 
purposes of the United Nations? What is 
General Franco’s record? 


The government ,which. established itself 
in Spain, in 1939, after three years of civil 
war, owes its existence to two foreign 
powers—Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy. It 
was with the military, economic and political 
support of Hitler and Mussolini that Span- 
ish .generals,. including Francisco Franco, 
Started their revolt against the legitimate 
government of their country. The tenacity 
and determination with which the people 
af Spain resisted the rebellious officers in- 
dicated clearly that the Fascist movement 
was not. popular with the majority of the 
nation. It took Franco and his followers 
three years to overcome this resistance. 
This was all the more remarkable, as the 
Tebels, or “nationalists,” as they chose to 
call themselves, continued to enjoy the 
‘material and military help of their Italian 
‘and German friends whereas the Republi- 
‘Cans, or “loyalists,” were not able to obtain 
‘the most essential supplies—not even” on 
a cash and carry basis. The non-interveri- 
tio policy maintairied by the democracies 
weeks one-sidedly’ in favor of the Fascists. 


-@PAIN’S civil war was indeed a prelude 
7 to World War II,’a dress rehearsal’ in 
which the powers o*¢ évil tested, in a moral 
and military sense, their war of aggreés- 
sion upon the cause of humanity. When 
'ranco’ $ troops marched into Madrid on 
ch 28, 1939, the dictators in Berlin 
and Rome could congratulate themselves 
-on the vietorious conclusion of a major 
campaign, Franco was a when, in 4 

je ae delivered on July 941, he said 
the first battlés of World War It 
‘Ayre sete, and won on our soil.” 
When the. real thing started, . Franco's 
and..sympathies were naturally 

> the. Axis. . Even before.the 

ities, the Caudillo. had 


fi tenia: Ho ?. P 


ti tO a 


‘deseri 


dillo stated triumphantly in an officia 
proclamation addressed to members of th 
National Council: “The war has taken a. 
bad turn for-the Allies, and they have 
lost it.” 


Some months later, in February, 1942, he. 
was still certain of a German victory, and, 
promised. that if there were one moment 
of ‘danger, it would. not be one division of: 


Spanish volunteers that would go but a. 


million Spaniards would offer themselves, 


The next year, however, found the gen 


eralissimo somewhat less confident. On 
March 6, 1943, he appealed for peace, sug- 
gesting that it would be senseless to go on 
fighting as the war had reached a dead 
point at which none of the belligerents 
had the power to destroy his opponent. 


But the war continued and Franco went 
on: assisting by deed and word those whom 
he was wont to-call “our Fascist 2o0m- 
Fades.” He'sent his Blue Division to fight 
with the German Army against the Rus- 

He let Spain servé as a convénient 

ly and. espionage base for the Nazis. 
Hitler’s agents were free to usé Spanish 
consulatés and embassies throughout the 
werld for the transmission of information 


to Berlin, and as. headquarters for their Ki 


world-wide intrigues. Spanish ships reported 

position of Allied merchantmen to Ger- 
man U-boats: Spanish workers were sent 
to Germany to aid in Hitler’s war plants. 
The so-called neutral press of Franco Spain 
was a valued Goebbels mouthpiece. © ‘Nazi 
operations were tolerated within the Spanish 

ice, the Spanish radio system and’ in 
every department which could aid Hitler 
in his. WA. peninw. the Allies. be. 


< 4 
eg? - on 
~~ a 


rp He. on Prinects prociis ‘activ 
ities bulges witt. evidenice. Even 50 


conservative an observer as Sir Samuel 
‘Hoare, now Lord Templewood, had to admit 
that Spain was practically a semi-occupied 
country in which German influences. per- 


-vaded important sections of national, life. 


ving served for.five years. as British 
Ambassador in Madrid and having been 


widely criticized for his pro-Franco lean- 


ings, Lord Templewood astounded | the 
‘| of Lords in London with 4 detailed 
ion, of how he, the representative 
of His Majesty's Government, was besieged 
by the Gestapo in Madrid. Said he: = “I 
had many instances in my own experience 
of .this. non-military, occupation, I had the 
Gestapo living in the next house 

over a ‘wall watching every ‘movement I 


Since the Fall of His ga 


tude on the part of the Allies was due 
mostly to considerations of military ex- 


pediency. 


} tem? use? winess of this policy was parti- 

ride obvious at the time of the 
Allied ° vasion of North Africa. It was 
then that the Allied Combined Chiefs of 
Staff inSisted that every step possible be 
taken to keep Spain neutral and to prevent 
the .Germans. ‘rom entering the Iberian 
Peninsula. . Years afterwards, in 1944, 
Churchill appeared in Commons to speak 
kind words dbout Spain which, as the 
former Prime Minister put it, had done the 
Allies a great service by overlooking the 
concentration of air. and sea power at 
Gibraltar for the North African invasion. 


At that point, however, this kind of 
leniency toward the Spanish brand of Nazi- 


Pascism was no-longer in keeping with the 


general mood and tendency o: democratic 
world: public opinion. Mr. Churchill’s pro- 


.Pranco statement was widely , criticized. 


President Roosevelt himself, at a press 


100 Spain; 
second, that. the Spanish dicta } re- 
mained ¢ssentially adverse to the 

d ideals of the United aie no mat 
i 9 what kind of conciliatory the 
generalissimo might make to ‘favor. 
When Allied. victory appeared to be’ just 
over the herizon, Franco began to take 
steps obviously calculated to improve his 
position with the winning side. The Madrid 
government - forbade German commercial 
planes to land in Spain‘and set up an 
inspection system to prevent German war 
criminals from entering the country. Some 
Falangist — Fascist — ministers were Tre 
moved from Franco’s government afid re- 
placed with men of monarchist leanings. 
Last April, the generalissimo even. went 
so far as to break diplomatic relations with 
Japan. 

But it was too late to junfp on the band 
wagoh. Francisco Franco was politically 
_doomed, The distrust with which his re- 
gime was regarded abroad -was matched 
or exceeded by its unpopularity at heme, 
‘Today, as many as 5,000,000 political pri- 
soners are still held in Spanish jails and 
concentration camps. The regime fas 


- utterly failed in improving the low living 


standards of the Spanish masses, ‘ Even 
be‘ore the present crisis of Franco's inter- 
national situations, an unbiased English 
observer, Vernon Bartlett of the London 
News Chronicle, wrote: “After a visit to 
Spain at the end of last year, it is aston- 
ishing to discover how many people’ who 
were passionately pro-Franco during the 
civil war now criticize him with a yehe- 
mence and openness which is almost ‘stag- 
gering for a foreigner. The Falange Span- 
ish Fascist party is hated by the Monarch- 
ists hated by the Catholics, hated by the 
people. 


PRESIDENT Harry S. Truman, Prime 
Minister Clement R. Attlee and Gen- 
eralissimo Josef Stalin, in their joint pro 
clamation summing up the results of the 
Potsdam Conference, singled out the pre- 
sent Spanish government as unfit for mem- 
bership in the United Nations with the 
explanation that the Franco regime is un- 
qualified because of its origin, nature, 
record and close association with aggressor 
states. 

Clearly the Caudillo has become an 
unbearable liability to his nation. He will 
have to go and he knows it. The question 
is only -who is.going to replace the gen- 
eralissimo and his discredited clique. If 
it goes according to Franco’s wisties; his 
successor will be a monarch of the House 
of’ Bourbon, Only a strong and’ flexitie 
monarchy, as the Dictator put it in a recent 


speech, wauld ‘be able to preserve the spirit . 


of Falangism. 

The trouble is that the pretender to the 
Spanish throne, Don Juan, 32; youngést 
surviving son of the late King Alfonsd XTYI, 
happens to be on bad terms with the geh- 
eralissime, whom he recently attacked ‘in 
an.open letter. Franco would prefer Prince 
Alfonso Jaime, nine-year-old, son of Déh 
Juan’s elder and deaf brother, Don Jainie, 
37, who renounced his claim to the ‘thra 
in 1933. At the same time there are’ tium- 
ors that the worried Dictator has a 
proached an illegitimate son of Doh Jai 
who is: reported to be living in Guerti 
which was destroyed by Nazi bombs ‘diritig 


nse oh: LAT under’ the’ name’ of Cotint 
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“searching fora king to place: on the 
throne of Spain, Spanish Republicans (ta 
exile. insist that.a.restoration of. the-mén- 
archy would be diametric to the wishes and 
interests of their nation. It is true that 
these refugee politicians have .not yet 


tinue between such groups as the at 
Communist Committee of Liberation rept 
“sented by the former Republican: W 
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“FAR EAST — 
Ni ippon Tuck 


Japan's ‘far-flung army. last. week. finally 
learned that the war was over, and never 


befere in history was there such a peculiar . 


capitulation. ) —s 

-The main. surrender began in. — 
where a planeload of Japs landed early in 
the week to discuss technica) details... Gen. 
MacArthur made sure to keep out of the 
way, making plain the preliminary character 
of the parley. Although no details were re- 
leased, MacArthur announced that he would 
land.in Japan within ten days,.with ground, 
sea and air forces on a war .basis. Emphasis , 
was added to this last point after Tokyo * 
Radio warned that some hot-headed officers 
might .forget . themselves and. fire. at . the 
landing. party. 

The Russian armies in Manchuria ignored 
Japan's outstretched hand and kept advanc- 
ing until they .occupied. al) of Manchuria, 
including the chief cities of Hsinking. Har- 
bin, Mukden and Kirin. Only then did they 
begin to consider Japan's, frantic plea far 
the Red Army to-stop moving. Russia evi- 
dently had her own motives for wanting to 
have. her troops over all of strategic Man- 
churia before the peace settlement was ¢Com- 
pleted. 

Complications in China 


China’s situation was complicated by rival 
claims of government troops and Chinese 
Communist forces for Japan's surrender, By 
the week’s end. Genéralissime Chiang Kai- 
shek had the upper edge. The Japanese high 
command in China accepted his arrange- 
ments for formal capitulation: Surretider 
was delayed when the American-trained Chi- 
mese First Army decided to march instead 
ot: fly to Canton for the stirrénder of south 
China. Chinese Communist armies, however, 
took little notice of these developments and 
themselves advanced into north China. 

Burma was a few days behind Manila. 
With the Japs playing mum; Supreme Com- 
mander Lord Louis Mountbatten broadcast 
the same type of instructions to the Japs 
as in MacArthur’s first announcement to 
Tokyo. Then he waited to’ see what the 
Burma Japs would do: Isolated garrisons 
also were falling into line: Japs in the 
Wewak area of New: Guinea gave up to 
Australians, Luzon outposts talked turkey 
with Yanks  Jap-radios in Singapore and 
Batavia announced that they knew of the 
cease-fire order. 

The whole situation was made more fan- 
tastic by Japan’s blithe announcement of a 
mysterious invasion and a non-existent ver- 
sion of the peace.terms. One day. Tokyo 
Radio noted that “some Allied forces’ had 
landed on Shimushu, w the Kuriles, off the 
northern tip of the Japanese Nomeland, and 
Japs “are obliged to resort: to arms for self- 
defense.” The. next. day.; they forgot about 
it... Then they gave a curious version of the 
yet-to-be-decided-upon peace terms. 


The Jap Version 


“US. forces will not commandeer our food 
supplies. living quarters and sueb people’s 
mecessities, or seize funds in the banks,” 
_they said. This was fallowed with other 
presumed details—“Formal surrender of our 
troops on all fronts. means of disarming. the 
Japanese sie ab pean ot ships, planes 


7 ons get ‘of Sy ot se rtta pe eyes oe 


landing points 

Of the occupational armies: territories for 

_feparations and occupations, and the signing 

‘of such agreements regarding them Such 

- subjects as the enforcement ot free vote, 

, Fevision of school books, official recognition. 

af ‘political paid and accommodations for 

‘the occupying army will be decided upon.” 

_ This’ was. news to MacArthur..who hadn’t 
eS seén the flows Jap negotiator. in -Manila. 
This was. followed by even .more fan- 

ae aly that pad iod, surrender 

to the military phase. of -the 
Fae aid ‘not apply to. the cavillan eco- 
ony. pape. Goris. | peas 
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on the table. “That's General Wainwright's,” 
brigade~ officers tell visitors soberly. This 


| week, they spoke those words with jubHation. 


The ash.tgay will be used again, vecause 
“Skinny Wainwright of the Philippines” was 
back. 

The hero of Corregidor, whose fate until 
last week was a mystery, was found “safe 
and well” in a Jap PW camp at Sian, 
100 miles northwest.of Mukden; Manchuria, 
After telling. his.story to the world at Chung- 
king, he was expected to return to Manila 


in triumph... The setting was far differen: 


from 62-year-old Wainwright’s. first arrival 
in the Philippines, whem he toak part in the 
punitive expedition against the Moros. That 
was in 1906. the same year he was graduated 
from West Point. Later, he shuttled between 
the staff schoo! sessidns in the States and 
routine cavalry posts. The last. war found 
him in staff work with the. 82nd~-Division. at 
Toul, St. Mihiel and the Meuse-Argonne. 

Back in 1939. at Fort Clark, Tex., as a 
chicken colonel, he took over the First. Ca- 
valry’s First Brigade and got his star. He 
was transferred to the Philippines a year 
later aS a major general As a three-star 
he made history when MacArthur left for 
Australia in 1942, and Wainwright led the 
heroic defense of Corregidor until the sur- 
render on June 6. 

Wainwright was only one of the many 
thousands of Allied prisoners rescued last 
week. Others included Lt. Gen. Percival, 
former British commander in Malaya: Sir 
Shenton Thomas, former Governor of Singa- 
pore. and the ex-Governor General of the 
Netherlands East Indies, Jonkheer von Spar- 
kenborgnh. 

The rescues were made by nine specially- 
trained medica] teams which dropped in 
areas of known camps. Although leaflets 
had informed the Japs of their arrival, they 
had no idea of their reception and faced 
the danger of massacre. Luckily, everything 
worked seut according to plan. although in 
several camps the Japs were sullen and re- 
fused to help. 


‘Black’ Blood Plasma 


Army censors in Manila last: week released 
a story by Lt. Ogden R. Reid ‘a special to 
the New York Herald Tribune), which des- 
cribed joint efforts to smash the growing 
Phihppine black market, which. traffics in 
American military supplies~—even olood 
plasma—te the tune of $120000 a month. 
Cracking down at the beginning of the sum- 
mer, authorities recovered $240.000 worth of 
every imaginable type of Army supplies and 
equipment during June and July. placed 400 
Manila shops “off-limits” permanently for 
dealing in illicit goods 

Current black market prices,. Reid said. 
tab gasoline at $125 a drum, canned milk at 
$20 a case. rice at $12.50 a + & a case of 


“and cigaibe he $280" ba 


he said. is a choice com 
Filipinos are 
down. 

The Manila black market; Reid said. is 
not a well-organized group, but is made up 


‘ mostly of individuals or diserganized. small. 


combines. Ora De Castro, the new chief of 
the Emergency Contro] Commission (the ald 
chief had been misappropriating supplies and 


”. days” would be 


the pace to peace-titne - 


methods -of. approach. The. reconyersion * 


period .promused to. contain .. ‘more friction 
than. the war period, when . the. common 
strugg:e held people togeither.. Alreaay, in 
Chicago, , this spirit . of. discontent nad 
manifested. itself at a big parade and rally 
staged by. the CIO\to draw attention to the 
worker made idle by reconversion . 

The change oyer of industry from war 
to peace-time pro@uction would mean a iot 
of things to America, but fgr and away the 
most serious problem presented was. unem- 
ployment. -Reconversion Director John. W. 


Snyder himself predicted that .5,000.000 men 


and women would be 
November. Others, 


out. of work oy 
more. pessimistic. saw 


. the unempleyment figure reaching 8.000.000 


by late winter. The natignai income, some 
Ovoservers forecast, woul@ fall: from i65 \dil- 
lions to 125. 

The responsibility for curbing the growing 
unemployment was going to fall straight into 
the lap of Congress. scheduled to reconvene 
Sept. 5. -A sample of the proposed measures 
was one sponsored by Sen: Elmer J‘homas 
iD-Okla.» which would authorize the gov- 
ernment to spend two billion on pubdlic 
works in the mext three years—not only to 
provide jobs’ but to improve neglected roads, 
scheols, and establish flood control and land 
reclamation. But with hundreds of thou- 
sands of discharged servicemen entering the 
labor market, Some economists felt that such 
moves were Only a partial solution at best. 

On the bright side. réconversion would 
mean the return in an ever-growing flood 
of hard-to-get. consumer goods. The OPA 
halted publication of 187,000,000 ration books, 
indicating that curtailments on food, tires 
anc other commodities were. nearing their 
end. Industrialists promised that new auto- 
mobiles would be turned out: swiftiy. Post- 
war models would appear by next June, 
perhaps earlier, and would be produced at 
a faster rate than ever before—6.000.000 a 
year. Other things expected to be easy to 
get by next summer were radios. washing 
machines: baby carriages, razors. refrig- 
erators anid dozens of electric appliances. 


U.S. troops disembarking in the States. 
from the. huge - British dJiner~Queen Mary. 


generally were agreed om One thing. about: . 
the trans-Atlantic. voyage... As a GI from -- 


New vasa put it succinctly : “Chow. was 
good.” ee TE es 

There were bound to be some slight irrita- 
tions in. the.packing of 15.000-restless men 
into a singlership. Every inch-of space had 
been converted into sleeping quarters; mess 
halls or recreat rooms. The .lush furni- 
ture of bars and cocktail lounges had been 
replaced by tiers of bunks; even the: liner’s 
two swimming pools noused returning. gol- 
diers. Each man was given a colored button 
on boarding: the ship: which was divided injo 
three zones—red, white and Dlue. ‘Troops 
were confined to their assigned zones, because 
wandering would cause confusion and pos-- 
sibly upset. the equilibrium of the great. vessel. 


But when it came to food, ail stops were 
pulled. Stored -in the ship’s hoki for one 


‘voyage were such items as 50,000 cartons of 


ice cream, 200,000 eggs, 155,000 pounds of 
meat, . 53,600 pounds of butter and 29,000 
pounds of fresh fruit. The Queen' Marys 
chief ehef thought nothing of boiling 30,000 
eggs for one -morning’s breakfast, so that 
each soldier might have two. The slicing of 
21.400 pounds of bacon and ham starts the 
minute the Queen leaves New York, because 


it takes nearly five days to slice enough fer 


the return. trip. 


Only two meals were served a day, because 
of the time element—there were six seatings 
for each meal.. But soldiers could take away 
cold meat and sandwhiches when they left 
the dining room: they could eat as much as 
they wanted while they were there. and they 
and a choice of entrees. This was one menu: 


' “wdeabaaralie” election: 


‘Chow Was ‘Soot’ 


> : L : Wye Ps 7 os <a 
De i ee ald: , 
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Cream of tomate 
. Braised veat: 4c 


Cauliflower. Hollandaise or 
Roast of. boiled .g 

. “Assorted cold. 

—... Sans Souct pt 
lee cream-. .... Gheese 


The Queen further enc 


~ when it was learned: tifat ' nl 
eat in what used to be — | 


room, wiiile officers ‘swe 


tourist-class dining room. 


Fontana’ Poy 


California iast week was t 
to its second United Natic 
as many months—this time 
powwow of- nearly 2,000 
102 different American Indi 
camping inthe shadow of. 
steel mills-at Fontana.: ° ~* 

Traveling’ vast’ distances "i 
able- means, of conveyance 
the delegates and their . 
their tepees and provisions 
families during the month-e 
come from as far south: 
far north as the Canadian 
a  cingle purpose: to impro 
of the American Indian. 


SOUTH Al 


Down Argentit 


Soon after Japan. quit, 
soldiers strolling down Buer 
Street were surprised to cor 
happy surging Argentines, — 


undernobriahed and run-- 


showing favoritism) sees the Smashing of . 


the: black market as a purely e¢onomic one. 
He 


to double the daily wage, put a 
on food prices'in the islarids. a. 


Af the end of 14 years of fighting with 

the Japanese, troubled China iast week 
was on the orink of civil war. Clasnes oe- 
tween governmen: troops ‘and Chinese Com- 
mumnist forces were followed by Communist 
‘denunciations of Generalissimo Chiang 
Kai-shek for ordering Japanése armies to 
Surrender oniy to Chungking. Buitterly at- 
tacking Chiang as a Fascist, the Com- 
munists demanded their inclusion in a 
broadened Chinese: regime Furtnermore, 
they advisea the United. States not to 
meddie in internal affairs by supporting 
Chiang. The oreach oetween the two op-” 
posing factions was growing wider than 


.|¢ ever. <Omiess’ siéy Came i4e ~ 


‘ @kreemeht, ~ 
there war a chance that“Chinese unity . 
would .be a victory casua.ty. | 


The roots of -he controversy go back to 


| ‘the revoiution of 1927, wnen the nationalist 


Kuomintang came mto power. At 
time they worked in close alliance with tne. 
Communists: A split soen . occurred iat 
Chiang Kai-shek turned the Kuomintang 


against nis former Allies. The Communis.s . 
- gt first set up an ‘independent regime i 


‘the east but after many bloody campa! 


cithey weré ousted from this region oy Na 
tionalist tioops and made their’ legendary 


-*Leng March” to Shensi im thé 


|. Ghiang continued. to Jaunen .periodic - 


. Pelgns - ee — — mbver: BI 
oneded. E 


have ever been shipped to them from Rus- 
sia Even if Russia wished © do so; woich 
i doubdb-ful, RusS::a couldn't, ovecause the 
Communist areas nave oeen blockaded by 
haif a million. Chungking. troops. 
| Parte year the Communist area for the 
first time was opened to visits oy 
American military obdservers and news 


papermen. Their observations, as reporved . 


by such men cs Brooks Atkinson. N.Y. 
Times; Richard Watts, jr. N.Y. Heraid 
Tribune, differed on certain details; but 
agreed on the following points. Kuomin- 
Sane claims to the contrary, 
a sHisis. were,-eftectively fighting. tr 

) DP s ‘more effectively x 
Chungking governmen: troops. even though — 
they received no outside nelp. These 8 
called. Communists, far from being we 7 


« 


* 


the Chinese . 


Chiang. China Reds aa ie 


cerned with commupizing 
intent on outiding a vo 


“tie non-feudai, China, witz 


gram rougniy para.lenung 
Labor party's during :ne * 
with admiration for Russi 
menis, jhe .Chinese Commit 
independently of Russia aL 
tj. make friends with the U 
During 4he past year ai 
has existea vetween - oc 
United States played an. 


. altemrpting .co Breton ppowet, 
by 
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FAR EAST 
Nippon Tuck 


Japan's far-flung army last week finally 
learned that the war was over, and never 
before in history was there such a peculiar 
capitulation. 

The main surrender began in Manila, 
where a planeload of Japs landed early in 
the week to discuss technica) details. Gen. 
MacArthur made sure to keep out of the 
way, making plain the preliminary character 
of the parley. Although no details were re- 
leased, MacArthur announced that he would 
land in Japan within ten days, with ground, 
sea and air forces on a war basis. Emphasis 


was added to this last point’after Tokyo “ 


Radio warned that some hot-headed officers 
might .forget themselves and. fire at the 
landing party. 

The Russian armies in Manchuria ignored 
Japan's outstretched hand and kept advanc- 
ing until they occupied all of Manchuria, 
including the chief cities of Hsinking. Har- 
bin, Mukden and Kirin. Only then did they 
begin to consider Japan's. frantic plea far 
the Red Army to stop moving. Russia evi- 
dently had her own motives for wanting to 
have her troops over all of strategic Man- 
churia before the peace settlement was com- 
pleted. 

Complications in China 


China’s situation was complicated by rival 
claims of government troops and Chinese 
Communist forces for Japan’s surrender. By 
the week’s end. Generalissimo Chiang Kai- 
ashek had the upper edge. The Japanese high 
command in China accepted his arrange- 
ments for formal capitulation: Surrender 
was delayed when the American-trained Chi- 
mese First Army decided to march instead 
ot fly to Canton for the surrender of south 
China. Chinese Communist armies, however, 
took little notice of these developments and 
themselves advanced into north China. 

Burma was a few days behind Manila. 
With the Japs playing mum, Supreme Com- 
mander Lord Louis Mountbatten broadcast 
the same type of instructions to the Japs 
as in MacArthur's first announcement to 
Tokyo. Then he waited to see what the 
Burma Japs would do. Isolated garrisons 
also were falling into line. Japs in the 
Wewak area of New Guinea gave up to 
Australians, Luzon outposts talked turkey 
with Yanks Jap radios in Singapore and 
Batavia announced that they knew of the 
cease-fire order. 

The whole situation was made more fan- 
tastic by Japan’s blithe announcement of a 
mysterious invasiop and a non-existent ver- 
sion of the peace terms. One day. Tokyo 
Radio noted that “some Allied forces’ had 
landed on Shimushu, in the Kuriles, off the 
northern tip of the Japanese nomeland, and 
Japs “are obliged to resort to arms for self- 
defense.” The next day.:they forgot about 
it. Then they gave a curious version of the 
yet-to-be-decided-upon peace terms. 


The Jap Version 


“US. forces will not commandeer our food 
supplies, living quarters and such people's 
mecessities, or seize funds in the banks,” 
they said. This was fallowed with otner 
presumed details—‘Formal surrender of our 
troops on all fronts. means of disarming the 
Japanese troops: transfer of ships, planes 
and other weapons: disposition of the army: 
transfer of prisoners ot war; landing points 
Of the occupational armies: territories for 
‘feparations and occupations, and the signing 
‘of such agreements regarding them Such 
subjects as the enforcement ot tree vote, 
revision of schoo! books, official recognition 
ot political parties and accommodations for 
the occupying army will be decided upon.” 
This was news to MacArthur, who hadn't 

yet seen the first Jap negotiator in Manila. 
This was followed by the even more fan- 
 tastic assertion. that unconditional surrender 
| referred only to the military phase of -the 
war ahd did ‘not apply to the civilian eco- 
POW. of Japan. All this ne mpeese America 


a Si 


eer success.” 


to wonder whether Japan was really sincere 
or had. some diabolic trick in the offing. 
After all, it was the first time, aS one com- 
mentator pointed out, that a large nation at 
war had surrendered with its land army for 
the main part intact and its homeland un- 
invaded. 


Back to Corregidor 


In fRe headquarters mess of the First 
Cavalry’s First Brigade in the Philippines is 
a glass ash tray set apart from al) the others 
on the table. “That's General Wainwright's,” 
brigade officers tell visitors soberly. This 
week, they spoke those words with jubiHation. 
The ash. tgay will be used again. because 
“Skinny Wainwright of the Philippines” was 
back. 

The hero of Corregidor, 
last week was a mystery, was found “safe 
and well” in a Jap PW camp at Sian, 
100 miles northwest.of Mukden, Manchuria. 
After telling his story to the world at Chung- 
king. he was expected to return to Manila 
in triumph... The setting was far differen: 
from 62-year-old Wainwright's first arrival 
in the Philippines, when he took part in the 
punitive expedition against the Moros. That 
was in 1906. the same year he was graduated 
from West Point. Later, he shuttled between 
the staff schoo) sessiOns in the States and 
routine cavalry posts. The last war found 
him in staff work with the 82nd-.Division at 
Toul. St. Mihiel and the Meuse-Argonne. 

Back in 1939. at Fort Clark. Tex., as a 
chicken colonel, he took over the First Ca- 
valrys First Brigade and got his star. He 
was transferred to the Philippines a year 
later aS a major general As a three-star 
he made history when MacArthur left for 
Australia in 1942, and Wainwright led the 
heroic defense of Corregidor until the sur- 
render on June 6. 

Wainwright was only one of the many 
thousands of Allied prisoners rescued last 
week. Others included Lt. Gen. Percival, 
former British commander in Malaya: Sir 
Shenton Thomas, former Governor of Singa- 
pore. and the ex-Governor General of the 
Netherlands East Indies, Jonkheer von Spar- 
kenborgh. 

The rescues were made by nine specially- 
trained medical teams which dropped in 
areas of Known camps. Although leaflets 
had informed the Japs of their arrival, they 
had no idea of their reception and faced 
the danger of massacre. Luckily, everything 
worked out according to plan. although in 
several camps the Japs were sullen and re- 
fused to help. 


‘Black’ Blood Plasma 


Army censors in Manila last week released 
a story by Lt. Ogden R. Reid (‘a special to 
the New York Herald Tribune), which des- 
cribed joint efforts to smash the growing 
Philippine black market, which traffics in 
American military supplies—even olood 
plasma—tc the tune of $120000 a month. 
Cracking down at the beginning of the sum- 
mer, authorities recovered $240.000 worth of 
every imaginable type of Army supplies and 
equipment during June and July. placed 400 
Manila shops “off-limits” permanently for 
dealing in ulicit goods 

Current black market prices,. Reid said. 
tab gasoline at $125 a drum, canned milk at 
$20 a case. rice at $12.50 a vag. a case of 
C-rationg at $1750 soap at $1250 a case, 
and cigarets at $250° a case. Blood piasma. 
he said. is a choice commodity because most 
Filipinos are undernourished 
down. 

The Manila black market, Reid said. is 
not a well-organized group, but is made up 
mostly of individuals or diserganized small 
combines. Ora De Castro, the new chief of 
the Emergency Contro] Commission (the ald 
chief had been misappropriating supplies and 
showing favoritism) sees the smashing of 
the black market as a purely economic one. 
He plans to doutle the daily wage, put a 
ceiling on food prices 1n the islands. 

The Army whose own detective bureau of 
54 men has done a land-office business in 
rounding up operators and recovering the 
illegally-sold goods, seems to favor a hand- 
pickea, 


whose fate until 


spices, cheese. 1nd coconuts were still bring- 


ing fabulous - prices. Reid observed” that the 


combined efforts thus far had ' been only a 


* ry ve 


AT ata 


iown “by a Mikado more famous than Hiro- 
hito”’ ; 


My object ail sublime 

I shall achieve in time— 
a To let the punishment fit the crime— 
.. The punishment fit the crime; 


Tempest Ahead > 


The fresh winds of reconversion blew 
across the U.S last week. They were not 
gentle or soothing zephyrs. Rather, they 
were rough, irritable biasts, with the threat 
of full tempest daiways. behind them In 
Washington, men said “the..next hundred 
days” would be the hardest. would determine 


and run- 


efficient law enforcemént group to 
do the job. economic consideration aside, | 
Reporting that fountain peng. clothing. fruit, | 


id 


the pace 


to peace-time living. and. the 


methods of approach. The  reconversion 
period promused to contain more friction 


than the war period, 
struggie neld people together. 
Chicago, 


when the common 
Alreaay. in 
discontent had 


this spirit of 


manifested itself at a big parade and rally 
Staged by the CIO:to draw attention to the 
worker made idle by reconversion 


The change over of industry from war 


to peace-time pro@uction would mean a iot 
of things to America, but fgr and away the 
most serious problem presented was. unem- 


p 


loyment. Reconversion Director John W. 


Snyder himself predicted that 5,000.000 men 


and women would be out of 
November. 


work oy 


Others, more. pessimistic. saw 


the unemployment figure reaching 8.000.000 


by late winter. 
observers forecast, would fall. from 


li 


The national! income, some 
i65 bil- 
ons to 125. 

The responsibility for curbing the growing 


unemployment was going to fall straight into 
the lap of Congress. scheduled to reconvene 


5S 


w 
(D-Oxkla.) 
ernment 
w 


ept. 5. A sample of the proposed measures 
as one sponsored by Sen. Elmer l‘homas 
which would authorize the gov- 
to spend two obillion on public 


orks in the next three years—not only to 


provide jobs but to improve neglected roads, 
schools, and establish flood control and land 


reclamation. 


But with hundreds of thou- 


sands of discharged servicemen entering the 
labor market, some economists felt that such 
moves were only a partial solution at best. 


On the bright side. reconversion would 


mean the return in an ever-growing flood 


of hard-to-get consumer goods. 


h 


indicating that curtailments on food, 


The OPA 
alted publication of 187,000,000 ration books, 
tires 


anc other commodities were nearing their 


end. 


Industrialists promised that new auto- 


mobiles would be turned out swiftiy. Post- 


Ww 


ar models would appear by next June, 


perhaps earlier, and would be produced at 


a 


year. 


faster rate than ever before—6.000.000 a 
Other things expected to be easy to 


get by next summer were radios. washing 


machines. 


baby carriages, razors. refrig- 


erators and dozens of electric appliances. 


Ernest Bevin 


’ 
James F. 


Rap. “undemocratic” election 


‘Chow Was Good’ 


U.S. troops disembarking in the States 
from the huge British liner Queen Mary 


generally were agreed on one thing about: 


the trans-Atlantic voyage. As a GI from 
New Jersey put it Sow Stas was 
good.” —-; 

There were bound to be some slight 4 irrita- 
tions in the .packing of 15.000 restless men 
into a single ship. Every inch of space had 
been converted into sleeping quarters; mess 
halls or recreation rooms. The lush furni- 
ture of bars and cocktail lounges had been 
replaced by tiers of bunks: even the liner’s 
two swimming pools noused returning. sol- 
diers. Eacn man was given a colored button 
on boarding the ship: which was divided into 
three zones—red, white and blue. ‘Troops 
were confined to their assigned zones, because 
wandering would cause confusion and pos- 
sibly upset the equilibrium of the great. vessel. 


But when it came to food, all stops were 
pulled. Stored in the ship’s hoki for one 
voyage were such items as 50,000 cartons of 
ice cream, 200,000 eggs, 155,000 pounds of 
meat, 53,600 pounds of butter and 29,000 
pounds of fresh fruit. The Queen Mary's 
chief chef thought nothing of boiling 30,000 
eggs for one -morning’s breakfast, so that 
each soldier might have two. The slicing of 
21.400 pounds of bacon and ham starts the 
minute the Queen leaves New York, because 
it takes nearly five days to Slice enough -or 
the return trip. 


Only two meals were served a day, because 
of the time element—there were six seatings 
for each meal. But soldiers could take away 
cold meat and sandwhiches when they left 
the dining room they could eat as much as 
they wanted. while they were there. and they 
and a choice of entrees. This was one menu: 


ei a 


. Cream of tomato 

Codfisi. poché with lo 

Braised veal jard 

Roast Vermont turkey with 
Cauliflower Hollandaise or. 

Roast or boiled .¢ 
Assorted cold 

Sans Souct pue 
Ice cream Cheese 


The Queen further erdes 
when it was learned that e 
eat in what used to be the’ 
room, while officers swea 
tourist-class dining room. 


Fontana Poww 


California last week was b 
to its second United Natior 
as Many months—this time ¢ 
powwow of near'y 2,000 te 
102 different American Indi 
camping im the shadow of 
steel mills at Fontana. 

Traveling vast distances’ 
able means of conveyance— 
the delegates and their f 
their tepees and provisions 
families during the month-k 
come from as far south as 
far north as the Canadian. 
a cingle purpose: to impro 
of the American Indian. 


SOUTH A 


Down Argenti 


Soon after Japan quit, 
soldiers strolling down Buen 
Street were surprised to con 
happy surging Argentines. 


4 4pm Fe OP erke 


Chiang. China Reds at 


At the end of 14 years of fighting with 

the Japanese, troubled China iast week 
Was on the orink Of civil war. Clasnes oe- 
tween governmen: troops and Chinese Com- 
munist forces were followed by Communist 
cqenunciations of Generalissimo Chiang 
Kai-shek for ordering Japanese armies to 
Surrender oniy to Chungking’ Bitterly at- 
tacking Chiang as a Fascist, the Com- 
munists demanded their inclusion in a 
broadened Chinese regime Furtnermore, 
they adviseaq the United. States not to 
meddie in internal affairs by supporting 
Chiang. The oreach oetween the two op- 
posing factions was growing wider than 
ever. Umiess thév “Came :.t agreement, 
there wat a chance that’ Chinese unity 
would be a victory casua.ty. 


The roots of -he controversy go back to 
the revolution of 1927. wnen the nationalist 
Kuomintang came into power. At that 
time they worked in close alliance with tne 
Communists. A 
Chiang Kai-shek turned the Kuomintang 
against nis former Allies. The Communis-s 

‘ gat first set up an independent regime w 
‘the east but after many bloody campaigns 
‘they were ousted from this region oy .Na- 
tionalist tioops and made their iegendary 
“Long March” to Shensi in the northwest. 
..Chiang continued to launch. periodic cam- 
paigns Ww. = them eut, but never suc: 
Ceeded. 


‘Finally, in Déceunber, 1936,. ofcurred the: 
dramatic kidnaping of -Chiang~‘by the’. 
'“Young Marshal,” Chang Hsuet-tiang who. . 


have ever been shipped to them from Rus- 
sla Even it Russia wished Ww do so. which 
is doub‘ful, RuS::a couldn't, ovecause the 
Communist areas nave oeen blockaded vy 
haif a million Chungking troops 
| Parte year the Communist area for the 
first time was opened to visits oy 
American military observers and news- 
papermen. Their observations, as reporved 
by such men cs Brooks Atkinson. N.Y. 
Times; Richard Watts, jr.. N.Y. Herald 
Tribune, differed on certain details, but 
agreed on the following points Kuomin- 
tang claims to the contrarv, the Chinese 


cerned with communizing 
intent on oullding a oroug 

tle non-feudai, China, wits 
gram rougniy para.leling tf 
Labor partys during =ne 2 
with admiration for Russi 
ments, the Chinese Comm 
independently of Russia an 
tj) make friends with the 


During the past year ar 
has existea oetween . ooth 
United States played an- 
attenrpting co oring them t 
by pleas from tormer Vice-F 


Communists. were effectively fighting the... Wallaee ana’ Republican 


Japanese, perhaps more effectively than 
Chungking governmen: troops. even though 
they received no outside nelp. These 80- 
called Communists, far from being con- 


Split soon occurred and. 


was sympathetic to the then’ widespanas , 


demand for a united: front «against the 


growing. menace ot: Japan. Shorbly vefore - 


the, Japanese attack. In 1937 the whungking 


« «} government agreed to stop fighting’ the 


.. Communists and the Communists agreed 


aes 


“Relations between the ‘two groups 
“Never sansfactory.. The Communist | 
 tonimanders lipsceen 


ve haw”! 


. , ite place eaeangrcanays ander beweseeen oe $ 


Chincee Communist leaders; Map Toe Tong 


wen, 
mm 


didate Wendel Willkie. 
Patrick Huriey repiaced Clé 
Ambassador, that was one 0 
Last winter it looxed as if 


ate) abe Che-wen 46 
* Hemel with U.8..repetter,; B, Wi Ree tnd! Yeu*#in-K 
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Rap. “undemocratic” election 


-  Gream of tomato soup 
Codjisi. poché wiih lobster sauce 
Braised veal jardiniére 
Roast Vermont turkey with cranberry sauce 
Cauliflower Hollandaise or fresh Lima beans 

Roast or. boiled . potatoes 
Assorted cold cuts 
Sans Souct pudding 
., Cheese 


lee cream Cojfee 


@ Perse paraders, who used the occasion to 


- 
. 
‘3 


: 


guns. His: troops . sallied: forth. 


B 
? 


, mand that the people elect thelr own 
ernment. Late Jast week, casuaities 
four dead and several hundred injured. 


Argentina's nigh schools and-eolleges were 
emptied for 48 hours. as’ students. and. 


country’s history: as-a, protest “against the 


out for seven days aftér Péron fired 24 hign- 
school teachers for backing the walkout: The 
feur major political parties just legalized, 
made pians to 
against the government. 


These groups were heartened after a speech 
by. US Ambassador Spruiule _Braden -de- 
nouncinhg Fascist-inspired dictatorships in 
rank. undiplomatic language.. In what was 
undouDtediy a slap .at the Peron regime, 
‘Braden. lashed out at “petty. tyrants” who 


assumed “the disguise of a spurious come: 


racy.’ 


The Queen further endeared herself to GIs ° 


when it was learned-that enlisted men would 
eat mM what used to be the first-class dining 
room, while officers sweated it out in the 
tourist-class dining room. 


Fontana Powwow 


California last week was busy playing host 
to its secomd United Nations Conference’ .in 
as maRy months—this time a colorful Indian 
powwow of nearly 2,000 representatives of 
102 different American Indian triba) nations, 
camping wm. the shadow of the huge Kaiser 
steel mills-at Fontana. 

Traveling vast distances in every imagin- 
able. means of conveyance—many on foot— 
the delegates and their families brought 
their tepees and provisions ‘te house their 
families during the month-long confab They 
come from as far south as Mexico and as 
far north as the Canadian border and: with 
a cingle purpose: *to improve the lot of the 
of the American Indian. 


SOUTH AMERICA 


Down Argentine Way 


Soon after Japan quit, three American 
soldiers strolling down Buenos Aires’ Florida 
Street were surprised to confront a crowd of 
happy surging Argentines. The Yanks were 


INTERNATIONAL 
In Darkest Europe 


Little news has eome out of the countries 
of eas:erm Europe since their liberation by 
the Red Army and what has slipped through 
has run the gauntlet of tight censorship. 
The Allied governments have been unsuecess- 
ful in practically all their efforts to obtain 
permission foe newspaper correspondents to 
enter these areas. - 

The initial encouraging step to open up 
the region was taken at the Potsdam con- 
ference, where Moscow agreed to iet Allied 
newspaper men operate freely in Finland, 
Poland, Hungary, Rumania and Bulgaria. 
One of the first correspondents to take*ad- 
vantage of this new arrangement was 4a 


Herald Tribune reporter who had no troubie 


going from Stockholm to Helsinki 
relatively uncensored news materia! 

The news blackout, however, tast week 
sti) existed over the rest of Eastern Europe, 
keeping the Allied peoples in :gnorance of 
what 1S nappening there. As one resuit 
officia, voices in ooth Britain ana America 
were raised in criticism of Russia's occuba- 
tion policies 

Ex-Premier Winston Churchill, no ionger 
one of the Big Three. lashed out at Mostows 


to get 


§ to them from Rus- 
ead © do so; which 
DUldNn't, DecCause the 
geen blockaded by 
ing troops. 

mist area for the 
Dpened to visits oy 
DServers and. news- 
rvations, as reporved 
poks Atkinson. W.Y. 
jr.. N.Y. Herald 
certain details, but 
Ag points Kuomin- 
oMtrarv, the Chinese 


vs effectively than 
t troops. even though 
de nelp. These .80- 
far from being con- 


ae SERS Qa ae 


ectively fighting the. 


eds at Odds Again 


cerned with commupizing China, were 
intent Om oullding a vrogressive demvuecfra- 
tig non-feudai, China, witn a sociai* oro 
gram rougniy para.leung tne OS Farmer- 
Labor partys during sne “2Us While déep 
with admiration for Russias accumpulsh- 
ments, the -Chinese Communists odperated 
independently of Russia and were anxlwvs 
t» make frends with the Unitea States. 


During the past year ar wunéasy cruce 
has existea oetween.oothn forces he 
United States played an active role 


by pleas from tormer Vice-President Henry 
Watlaee ana’ Republican -presidentia: can- 
didate Wendel. Willkie: When Ma). Gen. 
Patrick Huriey repiaced Clarence Gauss «5 


Tene that was one of his.main joos. 
=e looked as’ A-: he' was succeed 


~ 


3 


. against the Chinese Reds, 2 charge that |; 
attempting co oring them together, mainly .. 


. ley’s Jead. in backing the Renans posi 
M08. <= 
is The only: ‘nopeful sign | tebe ote entire 1 | 
-« picture was the aecord signed by : 3 

~and Chungsing.«: Tne:mere<facp-that Pre= | 
_mier- Stalin initiaied. an .agrpement : ween: 


ing. . The Kuomintang blockade against - 
Yenan relaxed somewnat Commun:st 

represen‘atives were permitted an @hung- 

king. and this spring the Chungking deiega- _ 
tion 20 the San Francisco conference in- 

cluded a Communist. 


The pas: few weeks. however, have seen 
an alarm:ing deterioration. Last mont. 
large-scaie . fighting oroke OUT o€lween 


troops of oth armies Yenan cnarged 
Chungking was using lend-lease armaments 


Americad midtary chiefs were’ ready ‘to 


substantiate, With. ihe suaden: Japanese -| 
. Surrender. : 


ine Communist armies prepared 
to. seize control of nearby Key: cities 0. 
north -China oefore government. iroops. 
could reach there They orderea Japanese 
troaps to. surrender 10 them. This a.armed 
_Chungking,. whica feared the Communists 
would not only en renco themse,ves im m+. 
portant regions out would .be iummenseiy: 
strengthened py nuge supplies. of Japanese 
armaments. United. States. authorities 


made diplomatic eftorts neal the schism f é. Streicher. notorious Jew-baiter. . 


although . they. tollowed .Ampassador Hur+ 


‘Moscow 


, Chiang; Kai-snex at a time, wren Chung- 
king wasiat odds with we-Communists wag! 
Boge ce ga although cpl hence of: ; 
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decried. 
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th 


teachers heid the biggest school strike in the . 


terrorism. The strikers threatened to siay . 


nold mass démonstrations 


_ Olly Nazi. foreign munister 
awaiting their turn were Rudoif Hess, Hit-- 
ler’s deputy vefore nis sensational flight. to 


mans. ftomn Poldnd “atid. spoke of what «fe 
“ealled.. the. “ceptor” existing in Hungary, 
Rumania; “and Czechoslovakia, - ‘His : 
ge = 4 of slovakia in. this list. same 


as a surprise. since all reports from Prague 
had ‘indicated’ peacé.and tranguillity - eu 
the independent ‘Gzeeh government. 


. everywhere in fasterh Europe C , 
forces. have obtaimed'or are in the process 
of obtaining dictatorial: powers,” Churchi!! - 


exclaimed Observers recalled .that during 


his election campaign Churthill warned that 


a Labor victory in Britain would encourage 
the Russians to “communize”. eastern Europe. 

The leade: of the Tory party was supported 
by none other than the foreign secretary 
of the new Labor government. Ernest Bevin, 
who spoke sharply about the “totalitarian” 
governments of Bulgaria. Hungary and 
Rumania. “One kina of , 
being replaced by another.” he declared. 
He said the electoral laws of Bulgaria were 
sO “undemocratic that Britain would not 
recognizé any’ government resulting from 
today’s scheduled election. 

His statement on Bulgaria echoed a 
previously-issued warning by the U.S. State 
Départment on the same question. Secre- 
tary of State James Byrnes, in-an undiplo- 
maticaily-frank pronouncement. charged that 
the existing provisional government of 
Buigaria was not truly representative of all 
shades of democratic opinion, and deciared 
that the US. was not Satisfied that the 
elections would be free. 

Bulgaria reacted quickly and was quoted 
by Moscow as insisting that the election 
would be democratic. Moscow itself was 


_. EUROPE 


Crowded Courtroom? 


Nuremberg. next to Munich, is the most 
Nazi of the Reich's cities. Nuremberg gave 
its name to the. notorious racial statutes of 
Hitler, and it was there that the greatest 
Nazi pageants were held. For that reason 
the four-power War Crimes Commission pick- 
ed Nuremberg as the site for the trials of 
big-wig Nazi war criminais, But the start 
of the trials. postponed again and again, last 
week seemed as far off as mid-October, witn 
the possibility of being put off even longer. 

Deiays have been the theme of war cri- 
minai prosecution since the Big Three 
brought up the subject during the last year 
ot the war... Russia: could not see eye to eye 
with the Allies. and insisted on a separate 
triai procedure. Finally Russia, Britair and 
America. together with France, got vwogether 
in a War Crimes Commission ‘%o try Nazi 
chiets jomtiy Late in June representatives 
met -m 4London for-negotiations on se ting 
up a military tribunal to tay down iegal 
principles for the trials. With US. Supreme 
Court, Justice Rovert H. Jackson insisting 
on speed. meetings dragged along until the 
beginning of August when a formal agree- 
ment was signed creating a new in‘erna- 
tional law on war crimes 


Goering May Be First 


No announcement: nas oeen made of the 
German -and- Etalian. war criminals to oe 
tried... Ihe 


The Pospaan oromised to 
Make suco a list BN ay oy i... Bute 


seemed fairly evident that the. first defén- 
dants woulo ve -pudgy Hermann Goering. 
Luftwaffe cniet. and Joachim von Ribbentrop, 
Others woo were 


England in. May..1941: Grand Admiral Kar! 
Doenitz...wno ‘supplanted, Hitler after the 
Fuenrer’s reported death:: Robert Ley. ieader 
of the, German. Labor Front..and Julius 


No. difficulty was. found in tousing -the 
defendants—they_will be put.up m Nurem- 


. derg’s. municipal jas - Bur. housing - —* 


woe were highly. unpe istactoEy ID “phe rest 
the. city... Praha at. the. wore 
‘bomoed ities of ee Reich. t : 
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Churchill was souchine on one of the pe- 
culiar features of Labor Party organization. 
in which little distinction is. made between 
the parliamentary party and the national 


party.. Laborites Mand out of Parliament: 
.. are bound. by the somewhat rigid discipline 


of the party's constitution: For that reason, 
Statements by men tike*Laski. €ven though 
they are not in the government; tarry some 
weight in parliamentary -circies. 

However,, Premier Attlee has been taking 


particular, pains to point out that Laski’s | 


utterances have no.influemce on the govern- 
That might.be true in another sense, 
due to the well-e..own hostility between Laski 
and Attlee. Laski has made no seéret of his 
a to Attiee’s Jeadership of the Labor 

arty 

Last week, Laski, in Paris for the Socialist 
convention, wrote an article f6f'a French 
paper in which he,called on. Britain to back 
an exiled Spanish government as-a means of 
ousting Generalissmmo Francisco Franco. He 
was promptly taken to’ task for; this. and 
Similar statements in Winston . Churchill's 
first speech as leader of the opposition in 
the House. As if the election nad not taken 
piace, Churchill again @emanded. that Laski's 
relation to the government. obe. clarified 
Wearily, Attlee answered, as before. that 
policy would be formulated only by his min- 
isters. 


New Heidelberg 

The German students applauded by pound- 
ing their desks with their fists. When the 
noise died down, the new acting rector. Dr. 
Karl Heinrich Bauer. made the dedicatory 
address. Old Heidelberg. “sermany's No. } 
university, was, on a Hmited scale. perform- 
ing its historic function again. 

First branch to reopen was the medical 
school. The initial course was a ten-weeks’ 
refresher for 500 discharged ‘Wehrmacht 
doctors who had: received nurried wartime 


training. Heidelberg s medical school’ was 
much. less’ perverted oy Nazism than 
other studies. such as the economics. s%0cio- 


logy, and. psychology, out there~wWas some 
tampering. Example: the introduction of the 


notorious “raee hygiene” course ‘Dr. E. Y. 
Hartshorne, an inscructor qn ‘eave from 
Harvar@s department of sociolégy, has 


supervised the de-Nazification and’ reorgani- 
zation of the medical 3¢n ol faculty mn col- 
laboration with the Seventh Army’s ‘Surgeon’ s 
otfice and MG officials. 

Chief speaker at.the opening ceremonies 
was Dr. Kari Jaspers. Heidelberg, philosophy 
professor dismissea oy the Nazis.in 1937. 
“Thousands of persons in Germany sought 
or met death through ‘heir resistance against 
the Nazi regime most of them anonymous 
ly.” said the professor. whose thin. ce and 
wnite hair testified to nis own sufferings. 

“We survivors did not choose. iQ die in 
Tesistance. ‘We preferred to $i 


ever! our deaths would no: have Shang 


eda any- 


- thing. “Our guilt consists in our being alive. 


After the .oss of our dignit 


sll that 
remains to Us is cruthfulness . 


e want vo 
to us.” 

Student-doctors internewed by The Stars 
and Stripes artist Al Lichtenoverger condemn- 
ed. for the most part. ‘the old race nygiene 
course. ~But one cocky six-looter, still in 


| Wenrmacht boots and uniform, was cynical 


“Don't you in the U.S.A. believe in the su 
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By George Dorsey 
Stars and Stripes Staff Writer 


T all started with Private McGee. 
Sentenced to two years for slapping 
some Nazi prisoners, Pvt. Joseph McGee, 
of Worcester, .Mass., focused the. atten- 
tion of the nation on the Army’s. court- 
martial system. McGee was not a very 
good choice for the martyr’s role.. Soon 
after his release on the slapping’ charge 
he was picked up for being AWOL, dtunk 
and. wearing the Purple Heart and Stiver 
Star without authority. And it. turned 
out that he had had 12 previous couft- 
martial convictions—but his case-.caused: 


1) Deep rumbings in Congress with -pro- 
mises Of investigation of all heavy court- 
martial sentences; 


2) _And—more important—re-examina- 
tion of its punitive machinery. by~-the 
Army itself and the creation: of a clemency 
board to help Under-Secretary of - War 
Robert P. Patterson réview pa castes 
convictions, 

Although formation of thie’ che 
board followed clésé by the fiirer dVer 
MeGee, the. War Department ‘ ‘made: it 
clear that. plans for the. board: had. been 
under way for some months. Whatever the 
reasons for the clemency board's. .crea- 
tions, reporters who gauged the reaction 
of. US. troops in Germany, found that 
soldiers generally favored the.idea..:. .;. 

One recurring complaint: was that a 
soldier who comes before a court martial 
ig automatically convicted. peony 
fy-heard allegation brings . defendeng... of 
Army court-martial procedure ts thelr 
int: ae be on baud : 
of: haa es 
5 ms Pete ¢ make 


pete seceat 


‘Other way the 


of court martial 


martial procedure point out that the case 
against the accused may. be dropped any- 
where along the. route of this investigation 
if it is found that the evidence does not 
hold up... Purthermore; the investigator's 
final. report must go before a reviewing 
authority. who may decide against trying 
the case. Thus, it is Army policy never 
to put a man on trial unless prima facie 
evidence of his guilt is established. 


An important consideration in evaluat- 


‘ing the fairness of Army jurisprudence 1s 


the fact that the accused is thoroughly 
familiarized with the government’s case 
against him beforé he comes to trial. This 
is not the case in US. civil courts. The 
defendant in civilian life is not allowed 
to examine government witnesses before- 
hand and may “be surprised and taken 
off-guard by evidence of which he has no 


foreknowledge. 


f 
his ‘case does come ve trial, the acciised 
is pee by the Army with defense 

But he has the privilege of aug- 
repiacing this counsel 
his own choice. One 


rights: He may not be 
strength of: his own confession, if ‘it can 


be shown that any pressure was used: to 


obtain the confession. Im one case where 
it. was found that MPs had wrung an ad- 
mission of guilt out of a: soldier’ by 
threatening to denounce his Belgian: girl 
friend as a Nazi agent, his conviction on a 
charge of currency exchange dealings was 


get aside and he Was given a new trial: in 
: bro trial where MPs had threatened 


a 
« tm aS 


procedure deny the allegation that a_ soldier is 


prepare sometimes ( 


e 


jurisprudence and spoke warmly in its de- 
fense, but they were willing also to offer 
constructive comment on its failings. : 


CE of the big troubles, they declare, is 
that many of the officers who serve as 
cogs in the Army’s judicial machinery must 
dv so in time taken’ from their normal 
duties. This may be particularly harmfu! 
to the defendant’s interest when it is the 
defense counselor ‘who must prepare his 
client’s case in Spare time. There was 
the case in England where the counsel for 
the defense, a. Special Services _ officer, 
never had seen the accused until they met 
im court. The aecused, an enlisted man 
charged with assaulting a captain, was sen- 
tenced to ten years. Fortunately, a chap- 
lain: discovered the negligence with which 
the: defense had been: prepared: The sol- 
dier was given’ #-new trial;-new facts were 


| brought out and he..was acquitted: 


~The Spécial Services officer’ said later 
igs he nad been ordered to carry out a 
mission 300 miles from the place where 
the accused was being held and pleaded 
Haat he. simply wasn’t able to be in two 
te ae me, me, Of spourse, ai 


> trial gee sts 2 “defense was 
~pared—titit ‘that's ho 


vast 


Puss well vers- 
éd in Army law, the officer® may not even 
have known that he was allowed to request 
a postponement. 

In another caSe, again in | England, ft 
soldier charged with statutofy rape was 
defended by an-officer who was dconscient- 
ious but who knéw “nothing “about ‘legal 
proceedure. After an incompetent defense, 
the man received’'ten years. “Later; ‘the 
case «was reopened: with evidence: that the 


although it. may: mot mitigate initial de- 


: pee? earreel AT te. falda ee 
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autematically ¢ convicted. 


THE sohalion offered by some ex-lawyers 
in the Army is the establishment of 
permanent courts employing only trained 
officers, who would pe required to devote 
all their time and talents to the operation 
of the judicial machinery. In this manner 
it is felt that the Army would get speedy, 
uniform justice handed down by men who 
are experienced and interested in the funo- 
tions of the law, 


Many former lawyers now in. uniform 
also feel strongly that such courts,. ‘af 
established, should be immune from pré- 
sure from above. What is.meant by is 
was set forth in a recent dispatch from 
Germany by® Kenneth Dixon, well-known 
Associated Press correspondent. 
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‘an. article on courts snartial,’ Mgr. 
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aceording to Army regulations, tricd-6f-e 
jury* of. equals. That is, no enlisted maa 
ever is permitted to sit- om a court-martial 
ase... To say that GIs feel the cards 
are stacked against them on [his score is 
putting it mildly.” 5 
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SEARS .AND STRIPES MAGAZINE 


Defcnders of court martial! 


By George Dorsey 
Stars and Stripes Staff Writer 


T all started with Private McGee, 
Sentenced to two years for slapping 
some Nazi prisoners, Pvt. Joseph McGee, 
of Worcester, Mass., focused the atten- 
tion of the nation on the Army’s court- 
martial system. McGee was not a very 
good choice for the martyr’s role.- Soon 
after his release on the slapping charge 
he was picked up for being AWOL, drunk 
and. wearing the Purple Heart and Silver 
Star without authority. And it turned 
out that he had had 12 previous court- 
martial convictions—but his case -.caused: 


1) Deep rumbings in Congress with pro- 
mises Of investigation of all heavy court- 
martial sentences; 


2) .-And—more important—re-examina- 
tion of its punitive machinery by~-the 
Army itself and the creation of a clemency 
board to help Under-Secretary of War 
Robert P. Patterson review COUrURATTE 
convictions, 


Although formation of the clemeriey 
board followed close by the furor’ dVer 
McGee, the War Department made. it 
clear that. plans for the- board: had been 
under way for some months. Whatever the 
reasons for the clemency board's crea- 
tions, reporters who gauged the reaction 
of. U.S. troops in Germany, found that 
soldiers generally favored the. idea.... 


One recurring complaint was that a 
soldier who comes pefore a court martial 
ig automatically convicted. This, frequent- 
fy-heard allegation brings’. -defenderg... of 
Army court-martial procedure ‘to their fees 


in-hot rebuttal. They insist that the mn. 


of: the Ae pre-trial - investig 


martial procedure point out that the case 
against the accused may. be dropped any- 
where along the route of this investigation 
if it is found that the evidence does not 
hold up... Furthermore, the investigator's 
final report must go before a reviewing 
authority. who may decide against trying 
the case. Thus, it is Army policy never 
to put a man on trial unless prima facie 
evidence of his guilt is established. 


. An important consideration in evaluat- 
ing the fairness of Army jurisprudence 1s 
the fact that the accused is thoroughly 
familiarized with the government’s case 
against him before he comes to trial. This 
is not the case in U.S. civil courts. The 
defendant in civilian life is not allowed 
to examine government witnesses before- 
hand and may be surprised and taken 
off-guard by evidence of which he has no 
foreknowledge, 


F his case does come to trial, the accused 
is provided by the Army with defense 
counsel. But he has the privilege of aug- 
menting or entirely repiacing this counsel 
with a defender of his own choice. One 
other way the Arty .protects a soldier's 
rights: He may not be convicted on the 
strength of: his own confession, if it can 
be shown that any pressure was used: to 
obtain the confession. In one case where 
it was found that MPs had wrung an ad- 
mission of guilt out of a. soldier - by 
threatening to denounce his Belgian: girl 
friend as a Nazi agent, his conviction on a 
charge of currency exchange dealings was 
Set aside and he was given a new trial. In 
another trial, where MPs had threatened 
to have the accused's family investigated. by 
“the FBI, the confession obtained” adder 
Nersy duress was thrown out, =". 


In theory, the: Army takes every precyu- 
* cian: to see that‘justice is done. Even the 
*Prial ‘Judge Advocate, who prosecutes. the 
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tact with courts, martial. 


pastgupisiinaes and spoke warmly in its de- 
femse, but they were willing also to offer 
constructive comment on its failings. 


NE of the big troubles, they declare, is 

that many of the officers who serve as 
cogs in the Army’s judicial machinery must 
dv so in time taken from their normal 
duties. This may be particularly harmfu! 
to the defendant's interest when it is the 
defense counselor who must prepare his 
client’s case in spare time. There was 
the case in England where the counsel for 
the defense, a Special Services officer, 
never had seen the accused until they met 
in court. Fhe accused, an enlisted man 
charged with assaulting a captain, was sen- 
tenced to ten years. Fortunately, a chap- 
lain discovered the negligence with which 
the defense had been prepared. The sol- 
dier was given @ new trial,-new facts were 
brought out and he was acquitted. 


“The Special Services officer said later 
that he nad been ordered to carry out a 
mission 300 miles from the place where 
the accused was being held and pleaded 
that he simply wasn’t able to be in two 
places at the same time. Of course, 2 

Should have ‘asked for a postponémeijt of 
the trial until a satisfactory defense was 
prepared—but that’s how theory and 
practice sometimes differ. If not well vers- 
ed in Army law, the officer may not even 
have known that he was allowed to request 
& postponement. 

In another case, again in England, a 
soldier charged with statutory rape was 
defended by an-officer who was conscient- 
ious but who knew nothing about legal 
Procedure. After an incompetent defense, 
the man received ten years. “Later; the 
case «was reopened’ with evidence that the 
defendant. had been ‘framed and he was 


freed. ‘The fact that such: cases’ are’ re-. 


epened: is: certainly a credit to the Army, 
although it. seo aot : ‘mitigate initial de- 
cisions. _- - 

All teo. oo the: officers. sendusting. 4 
trial, from the president of the court: to 
the defense -counsel,, not only perform their 
roles. without interest. but. unwillingly, 

ng to those who. have: constant: con- 
It is::commen 
knowledge,, they .say;. that. most. — 
stun Se ay. 


onteniiaalie “convicted. 


HE solution offered by some ex-lawyers 
in the Army is the establishment of 
permanent courts employing only trained 
officers, who would pe required to devote 
all their time and talents to the operation 
of the judicial machinery. In this manner 
it is felt that the Army would get speedy, 
uniform justice handed down by men who 
are experienced and interested in the func 
tions of the law. 


Many former lawyers now in uniform 
also feel strongly that such court's, if 
established, should be immune from pres 
sure from above. What is meant by ‘Ms 
was set forth in a recent dispatch from 
Germany by* Kenneth Dixon, well-known 
Associated Press correspondent. 


N an article on courts martial, Mr. 
Dixon declared that “the biggest gripe 
of the averagé GI” is that “he is never, 
according to Army regulations, tried by 8 
jury’ of equals. That is, no enlisted man 
ever is permitted to sit. on a court-martial 
case... To say that GIs feel the cards 
are stacked against them on this score is 
putting it mildly.” 4 
Here, indeed, Mr. Dixon has; a 
@ sore point. I found few officers 
engaged. in court-martial work who cared 
to speak in defense of the all-officer court 
and quife a few expressed the belief that 
inclusion of enlisted men would prove to 
be an important morale factor, The. idea 
is not without When an enlist- 
ed man is on trial for @ major offense in 
the French Army, for instance, one of: the 
members of the court must be a non-com. 


However, it. is certain that the uninitiat- 
ed often get a biased and confused gee 
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Nearly any opinion,by Senor tega y Gasset 
would normally be worth‘printing in my opinion( based 
merely vopn reading "The revolt of the Masses" and 
his recently published smaller work "The Mission of | 

the University".) As H.M.Ambassador points out, t 
record of the talk we now have is not particularly 
impressive although one detects in his reference to 
taAk of the true Liberal to decide what should be 
ruled and what was above rule (Page 2), and his 
generous references to this country (on Page 3) 

that he proposes to vindicate in Spain 
thatrule of law Mem which he realises, I believe, 
that we are prepared to defend to the last. 
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I would venture the suggestion that some 
acknowledgement should be sent to the Ambassador | 
indicative of our appreciaten of the initiative taken | a: 
by the Press Attache in making contact with Séfor Ortega 
y Gasset and suggesting perhaps, if only Memb 
implication, that it is a contact which we should 


like to see maintained. J reget ar lay wg og | ee 
U oot \\_ 
oe . 
ee lith Octobe 1945. 
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This is an interesting despatch, but I eannot 
wax sp enthusiastic about it as does Mr. Sloan. 
Senor Ortega y Gasset is a philosopher, andiin his 
conversation with Mr. Burns he has said a lot of true 
things fairly clearly and incisively. But a lot of 
what he says is pure unpractical philosophy. It is 
pointless to complain that people have become infected 
with the “adaptive” spirit. Only philosophers can 
afford mot to adapt themselves to circumstances. 
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had. been wholly misjudged, that was inevitable. The 
Spaniards always will be misjudged by the rest of the | 
pe they are an extraordinary people with . ae reed AT, 
Omical tradition, Y: sQur : i del 
extraordinary geographical (charastericgs . 
uséless. to pretend that the hish—problem can for that 


reason be regarded in vacuo and not in relation to : 
world affaira, 


As for his complaint that the Spanish civil war tun 


te 


If Senor Ortega y Gasset is likely to play am . +n conve 
active part in @paim in the future, his views might be bth) ‘obj 
8 criticisms seem to me to be | isi eg 
he seems cast for the rdle of a 
‘etirement. I see no ol \' 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
SAN SEBASTIAN. 


9th September, 1945, 


Sir, 


I have the honour to transmit the 

accompanying account of a conversation between the Press 
ooevcessee eAttaché to this Enbassy and Seflor Ortega y Gasset, the 
renowned philosopher and man of letters, who has just 
returned to this country for the first time since the 
outbreak of the Civil War. Both the circumstances and 
the sub jet-matter of the conversation have very considerable 
political interest, although current Spanish politics 
are not directly involved, 


Be Seflor Ortega y Gasset was the 
idol of Madrid University in the last years of. the Monarchy 
and the first flush of the Republic. With Dr. Marafion and 
Seflor Perez de Ayala, he formed the Friends of the Republic 
group which gave the movement both impetus and intellectual 
prestige. His phrase "Delenda est Monarchia' sounded as 
the death knell of the o order an S books The Revolt 
of the Masses and Invertebrate Spain may still be re n 
every country for eir profound analysis and interpretation 
of social revolution and change, He is one of the few 
outstanding Spaniards with a truly European outlook and is ~- 
; generally accepted as representative of liberal culture 

at its finest. His protests at the immediate signs of 
weakness of Republican rule, when confronted with the 
burning of churches and other excesses, came with special 
strength as from one who proclaimed himself to be @ non- 
Gatholic. Like other prominent intellectuals he could 

do nothing to arrest the general decline in political and 
public order which presaged the Civil War and when it came 
he was in fear of his life from the uncontrollable elements 
in the capital. He might have fared no better in Franco. 
Spain but did not put the matter to the test and went into 
exile. He returned to this country a couple of weeks ago 
the press made some capital of the event by announcing it 
prominently. ournalists' efforts to interveiw him were, 
however, fruitless; he has avoided publicity and indeed 
contact with anyone except his old friends, His talk ewan 
Mr. Burns took place quite casually after a luncheon 1 with = 
his family in the little fishing village where he is) 
spending the summer. % 
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5S. There is nothing surprising or specially : 
new in the conversation itself but it serves as a pointer to ge 
aspects of the Spanish question which tend to become obscured oi 
by strident political controversy and the succession of events. 
On the one hand, Pranco and the Falange of the war years, : 
Axis influence and totalitarian rule; on the other, clandestine 
movements at home and. the grouping of the exiles and their 
supporters abroad, necessarily concentrate attention on 
themselves and distract it from abiding characteristics, Sefior 
Ortega y Gasset may be a solitary genius but the genius has a 
way of representing the common man more faithfully thatvdoes 
the proverbial “man in the street". The Spaniards’ shrewdness, 
E cynicism and suspicion of all temporal authority have been 
remarked by all English travellers in Spain from Borrow and Ford 
onwards and the briefest acquaintance with the Spain of to-day 
confirms their view. The Palangist years have only scratched | 
the surface of the Spanish character and Spain is mostly 
inhabited by men who defy all political labels and will always 
be more or less discontented with any political régime. The 
Spaniards have much in common with an excellent sherry brought 
to my table the other day. The bottle had three labels 
superimposed; the first had "Viva Franco, Arriba Espafia"; 
peeling it off I found "Republica Espafiola", which, on being 
removed, revealed the original label which bore the phrase 


"By appointment to His Majesty’ the King’? 


@ With his return to this country, Sefior 
Ortega y Gasset becomes merged with that great mass of the people 
' which just contrives to be tolerated and to be tolerant vis a vis 
the powers that be, which is firmly convinced that there Gan be 
no return to the powers that were, and reserves judgment about 
the future - and will continue to do so whatever the future may 
pring, It would be for the lasting good of Spain if his return 
could serve as a portent and as an example to other exiles. 


I am sending a copy of this despatch to His 
Majesty's Ambassador: at Lisbon, to the Governor of Gibraltar 
and to the Minister of Information. 
I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 
Sir, 
Your most humble, obedient Servant, 
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Talking with Sefior Ortega y Gasset, I discovered 


~~ ‘* : 2 


: 


not so thuch a point. of view as an area and atmosphere of 
thought which he has made peculiarly his own. ae 
He spoke of the difficulties of thinking freely * 


: 
: 
. 


and freely expressing thought in the world today of 
the suspicion and hostijity generally extended to’ any 


thinking that did not serve a party or political 


interest. The war, he said, had not only left no corner: 
of the world neutral, but no.corner of the mind, “Phere 


was no mental area left quite free of suspicions 


the arts and the sciences were judged now simply on. their 


‘+ 


usefulness. Few stopped to ask the question - Use for 


what? 


a Sas . 
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"adaptive" spirit. They adapted themselves, they claimed, | 


to circumstances, to the times, to current opinion. But 


this. vast and partly unconscious conspiracy had no. finite 


or infinite end ar object, no standards ‘beyond 


ones; no cohesion beyond a tals-couaavh ster? @ fear — 
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Democracy alone was no safeguard against hls: 
And’ it was too: often confused with Liberty, or pea ge eae 
The worlawide struggle for. democracy was to decide who Ka: 
should rule. Buti the true liberal had another battle in / 


front of him: 


to decide what should be ruled and what was 
above rules | If we had won the first there was every Sexiset 

r | of the second being lost, as the world was going today. 
Political divisions, he said, were no longer on 4 common 
ground, two-dimensional, but cut deep downwards into the 
third dimension of man‘*s: own life and beliefs. So elections: 
and party-triumphs were literally matters of life and death 
in many parts of the world. 

This led him to Spanishaffairs, to the Civil War. 


It had, he said, been under-estimated and wholly. misjudged. 


—y 


The Spanish people themselves had not all realised the 


oe ee 2 “ys, dda” 
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tragedy they were enactinse and’ had been unworthy of it. 
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Propagandists of both sides had presented it falsely to the 
world, and the world had been readier for the Pfailsehood than 
for the truth. The truth, the deep and serious deathastrugeley 
merited silence; silence during and after was. the only fit 
commentary and the only healer. He was as bitter about the 
reRanven politicians in exile as the falangists at home. cM 
Personal gain and political propaganda: on both sides had 
clouded judgment. So the verdict, on false. premised, through | 
political passion, had gone to the loudest "and strongest. . 
‘He. ‘thought the ‘Potaaen dgelaration about spain. Ba 
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Bice hg cae but the ‘Spanish domentstors nad forgotten ‘they, 


| Spaniards and hed succeeded. only in Anijecting na ii hate. into eas ies 
* | : their country, or perpetuating it. ’ He spoke. very. a ee 


bitterly ‘of Spanish personalities, He Had avehiien the : ce i) 


political exiles as much as” possible and. had been 


avoided by Pranco!s officialdom abroad. He hadlived soy a ge: 


for years in Lisbon without any contact with ail Robles Pp Aa 
| and the others there,and also quite isolated from Be a ae 38 | s 
the Spanish Embassy. He had no opinion: of Gil Robles t ike ; : 
as.a Statesman : Ne politidal fighter - brave asa Lion 


before a hostile crowd, terrified of ideas." .He avoided S 


any question related to possible future regimesy ~~ a 
remarking that-.Sanchez Roman had found British officials aes : 


in London very cold about a monarchist restoration and 
nobody could see how a democratic republic could be 
installed. He seemed to have a particular respect. for 4 
Sanchez Roman whom he described as the wisest and most : 
serious Spanish diplomat of’ today. Tt wae evident thet hes * | 


) was. not out of touch with him. ie z ae 


His general pessimism was relieved: somewhat My ete 
oy See sco to et. He yin of ROY. ee and. sis * : AM 


\ - 
; : ' : - 
~ ra ee Bgl P 


He is apparently an assiduoud reader of "The ened ‘inten, Os 
| ieee Bees ey 


ae: i agente he tought suffered from ‘the ad ot oe 


SS aes a un. “Votet so, a “se 


twit 


Wa 


4 

ye ; ‘ \ ; 

‘ y - 7 
Le ee vy ee tik FS Vite, ths 
~ - s v ‘ iy oa 7 
_ it fs wie), . aan’ @4'4.ey ve ’ is 

=? P tny r j * ‘ 
ow ~ 


- “ . j * < 4 
Sy Say Sto ¥ 
yet ieee ave Ss fe) 
; deen t ‘a 9 Pate 


et ets 
4s < ie Sind 
ee: 48 Oe ; ist eae i ch be mane bs it : 
ra 14 oth City i AS are . Sef v 
Viet ») fee ‘a. 5 rats Ny rey ~ rite ; WP, Me a" » new Lag & oe < f A as at: em iv A ee a: 


a 
* 
> 


Ke As ow" M, 

Ge HA Se ae 
e/g r%, ~ = ae 

Se iath 

- 3 : +e ’ 1 - 

es 4 iy. 


. oe U AER 


ad. 


. 


; ‘ x" Oy ae Par ‘ ae 3 % 
ny Bi Wines ws pS a 


~~ : . 
ths ; 
. 5 a at t 
: : : 2 4 > 
‘ ; : : es. - - - " . - : - ' . 7" ‘. 
' ° iP. aad sy ; 5 : > "4 ‘ : es - : . . ® iy". - ss” »* iz e 17s 
> 4 A me @ . i . eee ./ e . ; . se ~ : : ty. ° ' > ale 4 A . ote wh ' “ Lid ° 4. hae . hed , Ast Ae + 


; Bas ey rae : ‘ag sumed. that. her own temper and tradi tion existed a 
Be a ee everywhere. > They existed nowhere except among’ re Tc 


few people in’ London! Ri ae od BS sy Cheer. 


_ ; y yp Sees? tN .. ys 
; " eh e. hy oh 


About his own plans for the future, he 


said that he had come back to Spain as he thought 4 
she was coming to a serious phase. He did not want. i, eae 


toirun away from it nor provoke it, but he wanted-to 000. 
be with his people. He had Lectures to give in 
‘ Lisbon late in the Autumn. Ohe day he hoped to find 


a really neutral territory and. launch once again his. Ge: 


. 2). 22. ee» » | 
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. evista de Occidente” which he would try and make | & 
if into a sort of forum for detached thinking from.all. ae 


countries - as long as he was’ not suspected of gh ee 
oy 
7 political intent®™ He said he thought of Tangier as. ae 


: the most suitable place;(with the knowledge of recent : 
7 Foreign Office telegrams in my head it was hard to % 


) 
; 
: refrain:from comment? ) , : ae 
. | ) 
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This record'inevitably leaves dut the most © Soe. 


memorable features of the talk; Seflor Ortega's own. . |, 


ae a 


serene and deeply impressive personality, his sincere’ =... .% 


I) {oe kindly way of talking and his generous sense of 


| se OO _ amour. He has a tremendous zest for all that is =... .¥ 
i . : vat dar ot alam 
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e : . characteristic of. Spanish life but is at thes 


an eutHéntic ‘Ruropean. 
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» THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT 


SPAIN. September 18, 1945. 
CONFIDENTIAL. SECTION 1. 
| ARCHIVES elit 
[Z 10780 /233 / 41) Copy No. 
Sur V. Mallet to Mr. Bevin.—(Received 18th September.) 
No. 22.) 
Ir, San Sebastian, 8th September, 1945. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you that on the 18th July, in the Same issue 
of the Spanish Official Bulletin which containedthe tex#s of the Bill of Rights 
(Fuero de los oo pry and the new law governing local administration, the text 
was also published of a comprehensive law for the reorganisation of primary 
education in Spain. The new law was referred to in the official communiqué 
issued by the Spanish Government on the 22nd July (of which a translation was 
enclosed in Mr. Bowker’s despatch No. 409 of the 23rd July) as the means for 
the intensification of their cultural policy. : 

2. A summary translation of the principal features of the new law is 
enclosed as Annex I.(') The significance of the new law in relation to the 
previously existing system of education is assessed in the memorandum enclosed 
as Annex II(*) and compiled by Mr. Malley, Assistant Press Attaché. It will 
be seen from this memorandum that, while the new law should, like the Bill of 
Rights and the local government law, be regarded as part of General Franco’s 
policy of a progressive programme for the régime, it suffers from the same defect 
as the other laws of being so far-reaching in its scope that many of its provisions 
may never be put into effect. 

3. The special influence and authority allowed to the Church under the 
new law is a sad commentary on the principles of toleration which are meant to 
be enshrined in the Fuero de los Espafioles. Against the formidable engine of 


65 and 72 among others, the child of a non-Catholic family can have little 
hope of retaining his parents’ beliefs during his six years of compulsory 
education. Yet no recourse can be had to non-Catholic schools since there is no 
reason to suppose that such institutions, even if they were allowed to exist at 
all, would ever be empowered to issue their pupils with the certificates without 
which, according to article 42, they cannot obtain employment. This is, indeed, 
a swing of the pendulum from the position under the republic when schools con- 
ducted by religious bodies were suppressed altogether. | 

4. If the new law bestows predominant influence on the Church in primary 
education, the Falange party is not left far behind. At every stage provision 
is made to ensure that baat § will have instilled into them the doctrines of the 
Movimiento. Such a purpose is, indeed, explicitly included among the five great 
aims of primary education enunciated in article 2 of the law. According to 
article 38 examination papers relating to the ‘‘ formation of the national spirit, 
physical education and initiation into home life,’ &c., will be drawn up by the 
‘‘ competent departments,’’ who again, in article 48, are to approve text-books for 
the formation of the national spirit. There is no reason to believe that the 
‘‘ competent departments ’’ are anything other than some branch of the Falange. 
The teacher is required in article 57 ‘‘ to co-operate . . . . with the institutions of 
the State and the Movement,’’ and in article 45 it is laid down that recreational 
activities, indoor and outdoor, must be carried out. ‘‘ under the control of the 
Youth Front and the Feminine Section."’ Among the professors teaching in the 
training colleges for teachers are included “‘ professors for subjects relating to 
the formation of the national spirit,’’*and if only in order to emphasise more 
explicitly the connexion which Falange is to have with the whole question of 
primary education article 72 prescribes that two out of the six aieahars of the 
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by ‘“‘ the Organs of the Movement.’’ Again, in article 63, José Antonio’s famous 
ps ‘“la unidad del destino de Espafia ’’ (the unity of the destiny of Spain), 
which is, as it were, the mystic core of the unintelligible Falange faith, is included 
among the items of which the teacher must obtain a “‘ clear idea’’ in the course 


(‘) Not printed. 
['71—177] 
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shown less virtuosity 
of organic evolution than the n 
case, the wording of several article 
paid to Falange ideas in drafting it. — , : 

icesecretaria de Educacién Popular into the Mine of 
over, will, certainly not make the Ministry less careful 1 
to administer the law in a manner acceptable to the party. . | 

6. neral Franco is presumably fully aware of what the new law con 

If so, it can only be concluded, from the prominence which the law assi 
the Falange and the teaching of its principles to future generations, that he h; 
no intention whatsoever of dissolving it, at least in its less militant and political 
branches. Nevertheless, seen against the dreary background of centuries of 
illiteracy and ignorance the law stands out as a formidable. piece of architecture 
which subsequent hands can embellish and adapt to modern usage if they can be 
restrained from the old Spanish custom of using dynamite when expressing 


di eement. 
oT I have, &c. | 
V.A. L. MALLET. 
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Sir, 


Ib ave the honour to inform you that on July 18th, tn 
the same sue of the Spanish Official Bulletin wht ce contained 
the texts of the Bill. of Rights (Puero de 16s Espafioles) and 
the new law governing local administration, the text was also 
published of a comprehensive law for the re-organisation of 
primary education in Spain. The new,law was referred to, in 
the official communiqué issued by tke Spanish Government on - 
July 22nd (of which a translation was enclosed “indMr. Bowken! s 
-Gespatch No. 409 of July 23rd) as the means for the 


intensification of their.c Nar Ss policy. : op, 
Zz LSS Lf si gf 2 
2. A summary translati { of he ‘prineip dkctarsit of tHe. 


new Law is enclosed as “Annex.I. The sirnificance of the new 
Law in relation to the previously existing system pf education 
is assessed in the memorandum enelosed as Annex I And 
compiled by Mr. Malley, Assistant Press Attaché. Lt; willbe» 
seen from.this memorandum thet while the new Law should, like 
the Bill 6f Rights and the local government law, be regarded as 
part of ~¥panco's poliey of a progressive programme for 
the régime, it suffers from the same defect as the other laws 
of being so far-reaching in its scope that many of its 


provisions may never be put into effect. 


40 The special influence and authority allowed to the 
QGhurch under the new Law is a sad commentary on the principles 
of toleration which.are meant to be enshrined in the Puero de 
los Espafioles. Against the formidable engine of meligiou iis 
pr ropaganda which is provided for under Articles 5, 37, 57, G&S = 
5 and 72 among others the child of a non-Catholic family Gan. = 
have little hope of wetaining his parents’ beliefs during Me 
Six years of compulsory education. Yet no recourse can be had 
to non-Catholic schools since there is no reason to suppose ‘Bhat 
such institutions, even if they were allowed to exist at ell, _ 
would ever be _paetees to issue their pupils with the 
certificates without which, acecerding to Article 2, ° 
cannot obtain employment. - This is, indeed, a swing 
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ectivities, indoor and outdoor, must be carried out 
"under the control of the Youth Front and the Feminine 
Section." Among the professors teaching in the 

training colleges for teachers are included “professors 
for subjects relating to the formation of the national 
spirit", and if only in order to emphasise more 

explicitly the eonnegf€ion which FPalange is to have with 

the whole question of primary education Article 72 
prescribes that two out of the six members of the 
examination tribunal for entrants into the teaching 
profession are to be nominated by “the Organs of the 
Movement." Again, in Article 63, José Antonio's famous 
phrase "la unidad del destino de Espafia" (the unity of 

the destiny of Spain), which is as it were, the mystic core 
of the unintelligible Falange faith, is included among 

the items of which the teacher must obtain a “clear idea" 
in the course of his studies at the training college. 
Finally, even the body of school inspectors, we are 

told inArticle 84, will include members nominated by 

the institutions of the Movement. 


}ON | 


De It may well be argued in defence of this close 
interlocking between the educational authorittes and the 
Falange that it would have been a pity to forggo the wide 
experience in recreational and social training accumulated 
in the last nine years by the Palange Youth organisations 
by having nothing to do with them. The fact remains, 
however, that many branches of the FPalangce Youth Movement 
are led by young toughs who have hitherto adhered more 
closely to Nazi principles, have retained a more consistently 
Germanophil and Anglophobe outlook and have shown less 
virtuosity in adjusting themselves to General Franco's new 
policy of organic evolution than the more sophisticated leaders 
of the Party. In any case the wording of several Articles 
of the Law indicates that close attention was paid to Falange 
ideas in drafting it. The recent incorporation of the Vice. 
Secretaria de Educacion Popular into the Ministry of etal! 
-~ moreover, will certainly not make the Ministry less 
careful than it would have been to administer the Law in a 
a manner acceptable to the#arty. 
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the teaching of its principles to future gen mm) 
he has no intention whatsoever of dissolving it at 1 
its less militant and political branches, Nevertheless 
seen against the dreary background of centuries of i. 1: 1it 
and ignorance the law stands out as a formida c piece 2 
architecture which subsequent hands can embe-: lish and @ 
modern usage if they can be restrained from the old § ) mS 
custom of using sds. when nonin Se disagreement. © mag ak Se 


J SO + ae 
_ : a — ’ = Sy ‘ ” wy 7 | iY way 
T . ~ « ” 7: | rs4) —_ > - >, ¢ oe ¥ " : : a i, 
have the a st cet Se 6 im 
« st . ‘ C a 252-4 2) ho 
; ers “TS eee 
4 - : « . : é 


— >: 


Statement of Principles 


"Elementary education is the first stage 
tion or rational development of the specific 
faculties of man. It has as its object: 


(a) To provide all Spaniards obligatorily | 
with general education. 


(b) To form the will, the conscience and the 
character of the child with a view to 
the fulfilment of duty and his eternal 
destiny. 


(c) To instil into the spirit of the pupil 
the love of and the idea of service to 
his country in accordance with the 
guiding principles of the Movement. 2 


—-2> =. 


(ad) To prepare in childhood capacity for 
further studies and cultural activities. 


(e) To contribute within its own sphere to 
professional education and formation . 
for the life of agricultural, industrial 
and commercial work. 


As a fundamental social task it is one for the 
Family, the Church and the State and by delegation to 
the Teacher whose noble mission is recognised and 


proclaimed. ™ 
Article 2: "Tt is the prime and inalienable right of 
amily and its inescapable duty to educate its 


children and consequently to choose the persons or 
centres where they are to receive elementary education..." 


$ "The Church is recognised as enjoying the 

o set up primary sehools and training colleges 
for teachers, with faculty of issuing the corresponding 
certificates in the for ned in this Law. 
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corresponding professional diplomas. 


The inspection from above of elementary education, 
public and private, will be carried out by the State 
through its own. organs." 


eee 5: "Primary education, inspired ina . 

Catholic sense and consubstantial with Spanish educational 
tradition, will conform to the principles of the Catholic 
Dogma and Faith and to the prescriptions of Canon Law in 

force. 


Article 6: “It is the mission of primary education, 

by means of rigorous discipline, to achieve a strong and 
united national spirit and to establish in the mind of 
future generations happiness and pride in their country, 
in accordance with the principles of the Movement and 
its Organs." 


Articles 7 to 11: Primary education must also cultivate 

e Spanis anguage, good social habits, intelligence, 
memory, Will, physical training and give preparation for 
the professions, including domestic science for girls. 


Chapter ITI. 


Article 12: "The State, in accordance with its duties 

in the interests of the common good, declares obligatory 

a minimum of elementary education for all Spaniards. 
Ovligatory teaching will carry with it appropriate 
protection for those pupils who because of their poverty 
would not be able to attend at the schools without : 
assistance in food and clothing and it will render impossible 
for the children of school age any acsivery ovnse than 
elementary education itself." 


Sanctions for ensuring compliance with 
the above will be provided for in separate legislation. 


: “official primary education will be free." : 
11 be made by those who can afford it. 28 
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4) «Period of initiation which 
will include 


ts creches up to years; 
b) kindergarten from lh to 6 years. 


2) Period of elementary education from 
6 to 10 years. 


3) Period for completing ‘elementary 
education, from 70 to 12 years. 


h) Period of professional initiation, from 
12 to 15 years. This period will link up with proper 
professional teaching which is regarded as a prolongation 
of this initiation and will be regulated by special | 
decrees. 


Of these periods the second and-the third 
are strictly obligatory in all schools...." 


Chapter ITI. 


Article 19: The creation of a sufficient number of 
ereches and kindergartens will be obligatory in 
industrial or agricultural centres where the conditions 

; of work of the mother require that children under 6 years 
of age should be looked after with intelligesace and care. 


Article 20: Mixed education allowed in kindergartens 
schools where the population is too small to allow of 

real than 30 pupils between 6 and 12. Kindergartens and 

mixed schools to be run by mistresses. | 


Article 21: Only schools in populated areas providing 
more than 30 pupils in a maximum radius of 1 kilometre 
will have more than one class. Transport must be provided 
fer children resident more than 1 kilometre from their — 
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school. 
—— 22: Special preparatory schools will be 
provi or pupils who because of their intellectual 


qualities will have to pass on to secondary education or 
other education requiring special preperation. 


Article - g Provides for special agricultural, 
ndustrial or commercial technical schools according to 
local requirements for pupils of from 12 to 15 years. 


25: "Church schools are those organised, 
hed and controlled by the Church or its 
canonically approved toveking institutions. 
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Church schools providing free education 
will receive financtal assistance from the State. 


Detailed definitions of the 4 
‘of schools described as falling under } 
State patronage, and inclrdéine: 


(a) special State schools established 
by decree; 


b schools organised by the State 
with the co-operation of | 


> provincial “diputaciones"™ or 

0 provincial councils; 

: 

. c) obligatory schools set up in 

: accordance with social laws by 
> agricultural, mining or 

: industrial concerns; 


(a) private schools or foundations. 


Article 27: Private schools may be set up by anyone 
subject to conditions which include the following: | 


1) The teachers must be of 
irreproachable religious and moral 
- cowduct, 


2) They must heve favourable politico-social 
antecedents. 


5) The school must be subject to the 
educative principles outlined in 
Section 1 of this Law. 
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| 4) The school must be subject to » 
: official inspection in accordance 2 
x with what is laid down in this 


uN 
a Py a “ 
ys 
“ -_. 7 es. py, Raney 

~ = of ees, . + as 

< 

> 

& ve reas 

a rae i —_ - & or oS 


yt he te 


aa Ys | ae : a sey ex ee 


-y _ : m ig 

. wie te + ‘*, . i sp 2 “on wes 
ae. ORT ae ‘3 Pky; Me, : ee at 
a o - “ vy + 
; Nate Sse ‘cs: es gy peo 2 Pate 5: 
oak re *,. * 7 ty 


> € aS , vt 
{ ed 


7 «i a "Aged MOT 4 ; - ’ 
if . thus 4 1 + - eae - - 
[bn Yep Kid rey ~ a ae ot* ie Se 
o 


ter III. 


Special arrangements for boarding 
tase of scattéared populations, adult 


education for backward persons not holding el 
school certificates, circulating Sedekes, exhibitions, 
etc., deaf, dumb and blind schools, open-air echools 
for tubercular patients and Borstais. 


Chapter IV. 


Syllabus. The following branches of 
will e studied: 


Article 
knowle 


"( a) Instrumental, i.e. those notions and 
customs indispensable for the study of the various 
subjects of teaching and in order to carry out . 
educative exercises. Included in this category is 
interpretative reading, graphic expression (writing ting, 

ic. 


orthography, essay writing and drawing) and arithm 
(b) Formative, referring to the branches of 


knowledge which constitute the basis of moral and 
intellectual education. Four classes of knowledge are 
included in this section: : 


(1) That of religious formation. 


(2) That of the formation of the national 
character, in whith is also included 
geography and history, particularly of 
Spain. 


(3 That of intellectual formation 
which includes the national language 
and mathematics. 


(4) Physical education, including 
physical training, sports and 


supervised games. 
The teaching ‘peferred to under numbers 


(2) and (4) will be given in accordance with the “id 
arrangements 


xisting 
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rticle h2; “Every pupil of a public or private 
ool © be in possession of the education card 

on which will be marked down the details of his 
person and the results of his education...... The 
certificate of general studies will be red for 
the exercise of public rights and for admission into . 
work-shops and enterprises, and that of special studies 
for entry into official establishments in which no 
higher diploma is required....." 


Reticle 43: "The mission of the school in the 

re) on of the cultural baekground of the locality 
will be completed by the employment of practices which 
will‘make of the teacher the moving spirit among the | 
local population in so far as concerns culture in all : 
aspects of life. To this end he will organise lectures 
and readings on historical and social subjects and those 
relating to folklore and especially on subjects 
designated by the Inspector." 


——_— 
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Chapter V. 
Article 5: Authorised school libraries and other 
recreational facilities. These will include recitals, 


concerts, camps, excursions etc. to be organised under 
the control of the Youth Front and the Peminine Section 
(i,e. of the Falange). Pupils will themselves take part 
in organising these activities. | 


Article 6: Covers arrangements for encouraging 
cleanliness and co-operative habits, etc., through e.g. 
school baths and savings groups, and for professional 
training camps or work=-shops for technical schools 
established in accordance with Article 23. 


Chapter VI. 


Article yb: School books used must be approved by 
e stry of Education. "In so far as religious | 


doctrine is concerned they must have been previously 
approved by the Church to which, moreover, belongs the 
right of approving the school books used in its own 
churches. Those tending to the formation of the | 
national spirit must be approved by the competent 
departments." ; 


Article 51: 
so far as possible in the geograp 
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with definite aims to achieve, is the prinsipal 
object of education and enjoys full rights to 
instruction and assistance, protected until the 
normal development of his physical, intellectual and 
moral qualities by the duties of the Family, the 
Church and the State." 


Article 5h: "The Spanish child has under the Ee 
educative and Christian régime the following rights: 


: 1) To spiritual, moral, social and physical 
education. 


2) To a parental home where he will be 
affectionately protected in all aspects 
of human life, and in its absence, 
because it is lacking or because of 
negligence, incapacity, abandonment 
or lack of means on the part of the 
parents, to public or private care of 
the kind most similar to a Christian 
home. 


3) To hygienic and sanitary protection for 
the full and vigorous development of his 


physique. 


4) To a local community which recognises 
his needs, protects him against physical and 
moral dangers, provides him with healthy 
and safe places for his ganes and 
recreations and protects the social and 
educational institutions where he is 
educated. 


5) To a healthy, happy children's educational 
institution where from the tenderest age, 
where necessary, the care of the home will 
be supplemented and general attention given 
to his’ education under the guidance and 
protection of the teacher. 


AV? IV GE REP AVUULECY FRAVIVGRAPRIEUCALL YT WEinvul FERRI OSIUR 


6) To the provision during school life, should 
he lack sufficient financial means, of 
food and clothing. 
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7) To intelligent and reformative treatment = 
if he should do wrong. 4 
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To exemption during school years 
from all work which might prevent 
his normal physical or mental 
growth, keep him from due attendance 
at school as prescribed and deprive 
him of his right to companionship, 
play and healthy happiness." 


Chapter IT. 


Article a Describes in detail 10 complementary 
duties of the Family. 


Section ie The Teacher. 


Chapter I. 


Article 5/7: The duties of the teacher among others 
are o co-operate with the Pamily, the Church, the 
institutions of the State and the Movement in elementary. 
education..... With the Church by means of filial respect 
towards it, by taking the children to the parish Mass on 
the prescribed days and by a complete understanding with | 
the priest, permitting of effective apostolic activity on 
his part among the religiously-—minded pupils, and, among 
other means, by allowing him to visit the schools, both 
public and private, and to explain there some point of . 
Christian doctrine... With the Youth Front and Feminine 
Section, collaborating effectively in the task carried | 
out by those institutions." 


The rest of the Article deals with the rights 
enjoyed by the teacher to promotion by examination, leave 
periods, pension, pay (not specified) exemptions from 
certain local taxes, sickness insurance, etc. = 


Artie 58: The minimum qualifications for a teacher - 
are certificate obtained in the first courses of we A 


secondary education. 3 -s 4 
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in practice in the teaching of religion", and ; 
“Authentic education in the principles underlying 

the history of the nation, such as to instil into 

the future teacher the clear concept of the unity 

of destiny of Spain and the knowledge of how to act 

in the service of those ideals." 


ticle 6h: Pupils will be boarded in colleges 
possible. py 


Article 65: Rights and duties of and qualifications 
required by teachers in the training colleges. Among 
the core of teachers will be included "those of 
religion and those of subjects relating to the 
formation of the national spirit.... 


ream! OVIVA 


Article 68: Provision of special courses for the 
q needa education of teachers. 


rticle 69: Provision of a special department 
or cational research. 


wreimvy f 


Chapter IIT. 


Articlé (72: Recognition as a qualified teacher 
Ss acquired by competitive examination. The 
examining tribunals consist of six members, one of 
whom is a priest chosen by the Church and two of 
whom are nominated by the “organs of the Movement." 


: eecseee “Boys' schools in places having 
501 inhabitants can be run by local persons 
who have completed studies of a civil or ecclesiastical 
characterececece 


eee” ee es) A ee) eee ee A 1 eee | 


ww 


ter IV. 


353 Arrangements for inspection of 
“sehool to be inspected at least once 3 
Inspedtors to produce annual reports. The ‘ 
tenamebees will include among their mumber “persons ia 
pointed by the institutions of the Movement as : 
regards the formation of the national spirit." 
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appointment of subordinate school staff, 
etc., ete. (No indication is given of the 
of pay which will be received by teachers. ) 


er Itt. 


100 to 102: Detailed provisions for 
nt of offences on the part ofthe pupils 
and the teachers. ; 


Chapter IV. 


Articles 103 and 10 Benevolent and Mutual Aid 
Society for teachers. Special colleges for orphans 
of teachers. 


Section &- 


— 


Chapter I. 


: "A special decree will determine the 
relations of the separate Delegations and Departments 
of the Movement with primary education." 


Education Councils. 


Chapter I. 


nttets 106: “fhe education councils and the. 
oards for primary education are the 
eounins representation of the collaboration of 
society in the encouragemenb and development of 
loeal and provincial teaching...." 
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higher authorities any statistics required, etc., etc. 


Chapter ITT. 


Articles 111 and 112; Provide for provincial 
primary education councils comprising representatives 
of the provincial, civil, Church and academic 
authorities, educational  pepresentatives and persons 
of outstanding social and professional influence. 
Among the councils’ functions are included the 
appointment of members of the municipal boards, 
supervision of the application of the Elementary 
Education Law generally throughout the province, 
co-operation with the municipal boards in the 
establishment within the prevince of farms, work—shops 
and handicrafts embracing and developing the traditions 
typical of the district, encouragement of educational 
building, encouragement: of study and investigation of 
the historical, geographical and folk-lore renee 
of the province, etc., etc. 


Article 11 Provides for a permanent a 
educationa -ouaibebaies of which the functions are 
analegous on a provincial scale to those of the 
municipal committee referred to in Article 110. 


Among a number of final and transitory 
regulations are included, as number:- 


(4) “Phe established régime of 
elementary education will be 
maintained in force in the 
province of Navarre." 


(13) Existing public municipal or 
provincial centres will be 
converted into national schools 
under municipal or provincial 
-Patronage as laid down in this 
Law, and Patronage will for the 
time being be exercised by the 
municipal education boards, or 
where appropriate the provincial 
councils. 
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Dear Chancery, 


Your despatch No. 22 of 
Sth September from San Sebastian, 
about the new law for @ke re-organisatiol 
of primary education in Spain, refers, 


in the second paragraph,~to a 


Memorandum compiled by Mr. Malley, and 
S$ 


y ler 
Stheneee 25 Annex II. We do not 


seem to have received this Memorandum, 


and would welcome copies as soon as 


possible. 


Yours ever, 


SB f - 
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Foreign Office, 
(Z 1 / 233/41) S.W.l. 
Srd October 1945 


Dear Chancery, 


Your despatch No. 22 of the 8th 
September from San Sebastian, about 
the new law for re-organisation of 
primary education in Spain, refers in 
the second paragraph to a Memorandum 
compiled by Wr. Malley, and styled as 
Annex II. We do not seem to have 
received this Memorandum, and would 
welcome copies as soon as possible. 


Yours ever, 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT. 


The Chancery, 
British Embassy, 
Madrid. 
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[This telegram is of eee secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]? OAH 


[EN CLAIR] 


Sir Vv. Mallet. 
No.0. SAVING. 


17th September 1945. 


R. 1.40 pom. 20th September 1945. 


22 @ ky: 


My telegram No.89,° paragraph 2 D. | Decisions of 
Council of Ministers: suppression of Falangist Salute]. 


Press of the 16th September published the following 
extract from the official State Bulletin:- 


"Decree of the llth September 1945, annulling 
Decree No.263 of the 24th April, "1987, complementary 
dispositions and various articles of the text amended by the 
decree of the 17th July 1942. 


On the 18th July 1936 when the National ovement 
began, as the spiritual uprising of our country against the 
communist materialism which threatened to destroy it, 
amongst the of showing fervent enthusiasm there came 
(to oppose that communistic symbol of hate and violence, 
the clenched fist) the salute of the upraised arm and open 
palm, sprung from Iberian on and spontaneously adopted 
by other peoples and places, the salute which in the 
beginnings of the history of our native land was a symbol 
of peace and friendship amongst men. 


But circumstances derived from the great conflict 
have resulted in giving a false interpretation to what was 
a sign of friendship and cordiality; imputing to it a 
character and a value quite ditferent froma what it actually 
represents. This fact makes it advi er e as a patriotic duty 
to abandon those forms of salute whi mites ae being 
misinterpreted have often resulted in oth thenselves of 
thétr own authentic expression of amiability and courtesy. 


As a consequence, and after deliberation by the 
Council of Ministers, I decree 


The Decree No.265 of the oath sate 1987 r 


"saly toad 


the national salute is annulled as well as the 
and 1Qa¢ oes for its : 


lication and articles 5, 
by Decree on the 17th 
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TELEGRAM FROM 


106 

Dated 22nd Sept,1945. 
Received # 
in Registry } 24th Sept,19 


Z: Spain . 


—— 


SP AIi¥ 


"9 t rt 1 1m Spt 

Refers to Foreign Office telegrem 27 7 
(Z 9886/233/41). Ministry of Foreign Affairs was 
satisfied with development of political situatien 
and next few months will see municipal elections 
and putting into force of Bill of Rights. He was 
cenvinced France would restore monarchy soon, that is, 
, within next two years. Sir V. Mallet Stace rer 
strongly #a and left Minister a little shaken? 


“i w= *> °™= aa at 


o- 


j Pen ve + a eee hd 


Last Paper. 
4710 gb 


References. 


Zeb /53>(u: 


| (How retigg 
Ske Qe | 


(Action 
completed. 


(Minutes.) 


hie W hoes Af tnte Aad 


or - $ leay 
o> Ves ips | 

Aube 

a 
aah. Oe ee te 
4 Tas 
” bys q 
* = =* al bes 
ages ef gest 

:7 ahd . £ 
‘ : es of 
t , ?% : me 4 


a 
y 9 ~ ts 
vx 7 s 
¥ _ . . ‘ 
é se ( 
r2 ‘2. 
a Se 
re a S2eS Ae SR 
+ a of 
7 ig J 
; 
- ; 


hme 
rd 


ie 


“ 
’ rer 
— 
nb 
ONG 
’ a 


o. 


ow : 
: OF od va % 
>> » 
eee hg 
— Bom co ee 
Y Soe ee 


a 
Bran ee ee 
>» - 


oh 


| 


Le l . 


1 


Og Li 


COPYRIGHT - WOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERMISSION 


rUSOl TL/4909VU 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


sOUT FILE 


Desp : if " & . i ™ 


i. fos oe wk MLA 


J Ypine fet “ye. 


} 
} 
) 
} 
" 
> 


WF Tmt Meee lUlmlmlCUl 


/2 10932]. 


(This telegram is of particular secrecy 4 “andth IE AS Lined 
by the authorised recipient and not passed on ‘ 
| CYPHER ] CABINET DISTRIBUTION | 


FROM SAN SEBASTIAN TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Sir V. Mallet | 
No, 105 3 Dem, 22nd September, 195 
22nd September, 1925 a.m, 23rd September, 1945 


Repeated to Lisbon Saving 
Washington Saving 
lioscow Saving 


ddddddd | 
ZAR /2Bs/Mt - ~ EY As 


Your telegram No. 2/7 and paragraph 1 of my telegran 


i> RR *. 


I asked the liinister for Foreign Affairs yesterday how 
the political situation here was developing. He replied he 
was well satisfied after his recent conversations with Franco, 
There had already been immense progress in the last two months 
and the next few months would see the putting into force of 
the Bill of Rights and municipal elections. The Falange 
would soon have faded out of the picture except possibly. for 
the activities of charitable organisations (Auxilio Social) 
which it sponsors. Already its outward trappings had 
disappeared (the Minister did not mention the rumours which 
are now current that threes remaining Falange Ministers are 
likely to disappear from the Government very shortly). 


2. The Minister for Foreign Affairs then drew his chair 
close [?grp. omtd.] speaking most earnestly assured me that. he 
was now absolutely convinced of Franco's intention to arrange 
at the proper time for the restoration-of the monarchy under 
Don Juan, None of the other pretenders could be envisaged. 
When I asked him how soon this change was coming His 
Excellency replied "within. the next two years". I reacted 
strongly against this rip delay and he then modified his 
statement to the extent of saying that the time might well be 
shorter (earlier in the day he had told my United States 
Colleague a year and a half to a year). I then said that I 
could scarcely conceive what a state our relations with Spain 
would be in if nothing happened for the next two years, He 
answered that things were happening all the time and that 
long before the final transfer of authority the whole Spanish 
State would have been transformed. On the other hand it was 
foolish to attempt to move too fast in such a delicate matter, 
There could be no greater disaster than to b back the 
moperchy before everything was ready and thus risk its failure. 


_ HAs Excellency added that he relied upon your statement in 


Parliament/ 
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Parliament on 20th August ms prey foreign intervention in 
Spain's internal affairs. plauded its wisdom and he 
mY that any appearance of ee tempt by foreign a 
to dictate to Spain on this subject of her future régime 
could only have the effect of retarding rather than 
accelerating the change over. Already this effect had vee 
apparent in the attitude of some of. the generals, I 
answered that public opinion in Great Britain regarded 
Franco with such detestation that I dreaded the prospect of 
another two years of his régime; From Spain's point of 
view it seemed most short-sighted because during the next 
two years international questions of vital importance to the 
world would be decided and Spain would be entirely excluded 
from any part in them. United Nations World Organisation 
would shortly be set up and, desirable though it was that 
Spain should play her part, ‘there could be no question of 


her insertion in any international conference as long as 


Franco remained. On a lower scale this also applied to the- 
future Tangier Conference, 


3. Minister for Foreign Affairs whose attitude was 
that of a family doctor attempting to soothe a nervous 


patient kept on repeating that all would be well but I think 
he was a little shaken, 


4. Karlier in the day my United States colleague had 
an interview with him and the conversation followed very 
Similar lines, My United States colleague tells me that he 
spoke with the same sense of urgency as I did. 


* This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be retained 
ibe cbimasinel veakylaat aah now yemedd an ‘ 


2, 10952/258/ 41, 
[in clair] 


Paris No, 2815. ) 
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Your telegram fram San Sebastian Ne, 105 [Conversation 
with Minister fer Foreign Affairs]. 
I approve your language, 
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AUSTRALIA - 
NEW ZEALAND  '" 
SOUTH AFRICA " 


Sent 26th Sept., 1945. 
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D No. 116 SAVING SECRET 
iy telegram 2lst September D No. 1/72. Spain. 


His Majesty's Ambassador Madrid has scen Spanish Minister for 
Foreign Affairs who was well satisfied after his recent 
convergetions with General Franco. Minister for Foreign Affairs 
‘said that there had been immense progress in last two months and 
next few months would see putting into force of Bill of Rights and 
municipel elections. FPalange wouid scon have faded out of picture, 
and already its outward trappings hed disappesred. 


yar Minister for Foreign Affairs assured Aibassedor that he waz 
now absolutely convinced of Generel Franco's intention to srrange 
et proper time for restoration of monarchy under Don Juan. 

Miinister for Foreign Affairs ssid that this change was coming 
"within next two years" and Ambassador replied that he could 
scarcely conceive what stete our reistions with Spain would be in. 
if nothing happened before. two years. Minie ter for Foreign | 
Affairs replied that things were happening all the time but that it 
would be foolish to move too fast in such delicate matter and risk 
its fseilure. Minister for Foreign Affsirs applauded wisdom of 
Foreign Secretary’s statement in Parliament deprecating foreign 
intervention in Spain's internal affairs. Ambassador replied that 
he dreaded the prospect of another two years of Franco’s régimo, 
which from Spain’s point of view would seem to be short-sighted 
since she would be excluded from playing her part in settling 
important internetional questions which would be decided curing. the | 
next two years, 


36 Minister for Foreign Affairs also saw United States Anbeesedor 
and conversation followed very similer lines. ee ot 


Copy. to:- 


Foreign Office gar B.. Newton 
| Mr. ¢ : oF. B, Heathoote-Smith 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, QO (Weed 


ait Smph stig. 


PRRSONAT, 27th August, 195. 


Qe DE. ier, 


d ° Many thanks for your letter of August 
15the Since then, the. Yebates in Parliament 
have mede the position quite clear. 


: 


From all that I hesr it reslly looks as 
if even Franco himself hes now been pushed into 
accepting the inevitability of a Monarchy but 

the question of timins is admittedly a delicate 

one sand I would not like to prophesy how soon the 
change-over is likely to occur. A good deal 
depends on whether Don Jusn can find a formule 
which would enable him to return without appearing 
to do so at Franco's bidding. I suppose some 

sort of transitions] Régime manaced by the. 
Generals will hsve to provide the stepping stone. 
Nothing less than a revolutionsry outbreak would 
put the Republicans into vower and nobody in 

their senses wants to see sa fresh Civil War, 

It looks therefore as though some form of 

Monarchy were inevitable and the more sensible 
Spaniards hope to rally round it many of the 

Left Wing intellectuals who were former Republicans 
but who, like Madariaga, were Sagan at the 


events of 193. 


How tiresome the Russians are being at 
Tangier and how unhelpful the Americans: Fortunatey 
here Norman Armour and I see eye to eye on 


Oliver Harvey, Hsq., C.B., O.M.G., Tangier / 
Foreign Office, 


\Je r. “, 


26 


Tangier end indeed atl other matters 
of importance and it is a great comfort 


to have such a sensible Americen to 
work with. 
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[En clair] DEPARTMENTAL NO, 2. | 


FROM SAN SEBASTIAN TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Sir V. Mallet, | 
No,11, Saving, Re 4.45 pom, 27th September, 1945, 


20th September, 1945, 
Repeated to Lisbon No,9, 


The unveiling of a memorial at Vitoria to the 
Spanish theologian and writer on International Law, 
Francisco Vitoria, on his fourth centenary, gave 
General Franco the opportunity of a spee With a passing 
reference to the main object of the ceremony he plunged 
into a. defence of the Nationalist Movement which he said 
people abroad "could not or would not understand", 


2. in his familiar rhetorical nenner he insisted 
that it had resulted in the Bi og Ay of a person nor 
of a party but of ordinary people town and country 
factory and workshop, poor Be yg rich: “the triumph of all 
and the defeat only of anti-Spain". Thanks to the victory, 
he said, Spain had been saved” from the material rain and 
still orea er moral ruin of other countries, 


5. As he was speaking in a pas province which has 
always been jealous of its own righ s and privile a 
he presently went on to say that he. governuent 
come to substitute Republican disorder by arbitrary 
domination, but to restore order, rights, orivilesse 
and liberties as these were understood in each Eryrsnee. 
Tue personality and peculiarities of each served the 
harmony and structable unity of the whole country. 


eg ce included a dissertation on the work 

of Vitoria by the ster for Foreign Affairs which was 

read in his absence owing to illuzes It was lar 

an academic treatise recalling the v a a ey B 

ocutany thinker on international soli 

he concluded, associated herself with Vitorla's | ‘a: pring ofples! 

(1) That the "community of Nat ns was not an art 

eroatien but a real fact, based on the Natural Law and as 

such to be acce og’ ~Y recognised by all countries; 

(2) This commun mmuni ty ad as a consequence the power to 

eneral disposit w) and apply in concrete fore. $0 all; 

: It s d include all peaceful and eeeesnereg tates: 
ee should be based on respect for the nality, 


ity, independence and soverei an’ 
ok vers valuss which no one had rity te o take away 
3 It should have as its onl anh of] 7. sing pe 
iritual and material conditions Rh friends 
peoples andthe moral, and €¢9 
‘we, tae nister ended by s Saat — any st ras 


make 


ttempt at world 
organisation without a a christian “spirit would “4 in pe. 
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FROM MADRID TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


ie 


Sir V. Mallet D, 8.45 p.m. GMT 1st October, 1915, 
¢ r, 1925, R. 11,05 p.m, BST Ist October, 1915, 


(an 


On occasion of 9th anniversary of General Franco 
assuming leadership of Spanish State a Te Deum followed by 
a levée at the palace for all heads of official bodies in 
Spain was held to-day. All heads of Missions were invited but 
in accordance with precedent established last year ny 
United States colleague and I decided to make flimsy excuses 
for not attending and Italian Ambassador, French and Belgian 
Chargé d'affaires followed our lead, While I was quite 
prepared that Embassy should not be represented at all ny 
United States colleague felt it desirable to follow last 
year’s precedent ami send a secretary to represent him so I 
eventually sent my second secretary, Mr. Hankey, making 
exouse of being myself slightly indisposed. 


2. Mr, Hankey reports Protocol Department were obviously 
dismayed that apart from the former only two Ambassadors (Peru 
and Argentina) were present, It so happens that Portuguese 

amd Brazilian Ambassadors were both out of the country, 
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3. iir., Hankey reports that leyée took the form of a 
procession lasting 14 hours and thet although several 
Falangist uniforms were in evidence nobody gave Falange salute. 


Repsated to Lisbon, Washington Saving, 
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BASTIAN. | 

: 4 GOT 1945, 
19 th September, “1945, 


ob S4 


In my telegram No, 89 of the 15th September I 
reported. that the Council of Ministers had passed a number of 
decrees Of varying importance and my Saving telegram No. 10 
of the 17th September contained a translation of the decree 
Suppressing the Falange salute. 


Sir,,, 


Ge The curious wording of this decree has caused 
some anmusement, and uncertainty among the popul@ee, and it was 
noticeable that at the celebrations which the Generalisimo 
has attended since his arrival in San Sebastian the crowds 
seemed uncertain what form of salute to adopt, and that 
either from ignorance or defiance the majority continued to 
raise their arms in the accustomed Falange salute. 


Oe Examination of the text of the decree which 
provides for the formation of a ministerial committee to 
consider the application of the Bill of Rights does not j 
encourage me to think that any early or concrete results may 
be expected from it, Nothing is yet known about this 
committee of ministers, though it 1S expected that the 
Ministers of Justice and of the Interior will be the chief 
artificers. What is certain, however, is that after several 
months’ delay since the Bill of Rights was approved by the 
Spanish Government, the latter are now only beginning to 
consider the general lines of the decrees which will be needed 
before it can be put into force, Many more months may, 
therefore, elapse before any of the proposed decrees are 
passed or put into effect, 


4. It is always difficult to assess the 
importance of Spanish decrees of this sort which may mean so 
much or so little and are entirely dependent on the way in | 
which they are put into effect, At first sight these 
latest measures would appear to constitute a considerable 
step in the evolutionary development of which we hear so 
much, But the usual Spanish delay, accompanied, maybe by 
a certain amount of perrcee es obstruction, may ha encoic 301 
them entirely sterile. 


I have the honey to bat with the highest spec by bey ae 
US Ste, hee ie 
Your most humble, obedient Servant, 
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SAN SEBASTIAN 
17th September, 1915. 


eg Cen. 0-Girer, 


I have really nothing quite concrete enough 
to put in a form of an officiat despatch by this bag 
but I think it may be useful for you to have this 
letter giving my impressions of the political a a a et 
in Spain at. the moment. 


Ze There has been a good deal of coming and 
going of Ministers, Generals and public men between 
Corunna where Franco has been and the other parts of 
Spain where these people have been combining holiday- 
making with pdlitical gossip and intrigue. Artajo 
himself had to spend a long weekend with Franco and 

he was here only for one day before dashing off to 
Madrid last week for a Cabinet Meeting which took 

four days. The Tangier question was of course one of 
the most important which head to be settled at that 
meeting and on the whole I think that the answer we 
got, though very long-winded, is in its essence quite 
satisfactory. The Spanish Government obviously do | 
not wish to allow any points to go by default because 
not having been present at Paris (a matter regarding 
which they feel extremely sore) they do not wish to 
commit themselves for the future. Moreover, they will 
no doubt wish to publish their note if and when we 
publish ours and the Spanish Note of course contains a 
lot of window dressing for internal consumption. 

Artajo himself was not at all in an ergumentative mood 
when he handed us the reply but on the contrary 
evidently wished to be most conciliatory. He made not 
the slightest @gifficulty about continuing to provision 
the Zone and even swallowed the pill of having a 
Russian on the Control Commission with a certain dry 
humour. Castillo, whom I have never met as he has 
been on leave ever since I got to Spain, saw Armour in 
Madrid two days ago and indicated that in his opinion 
the possibility of his making contact with a Russian 
official at Tangier might be a useful first stage towards: 
the eventual re-establishment of relations between 
Spain and the Soviet Union. It is strange how vee 
Spaniards refuse to face the fact that as long 
Franco remains in power Spain must remain iso atea! 


36 The other results of the Cabinet Meeting have 
been the publication of a long series of oS ee the 
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public opinion in the least risky way. sf 


ly, Oriol is back from Lausanne but we have 
not yet any news of his mission and I have the 
impression that there is still a very wide 
gap between Don Juan's and Franco's points of 
view. The Nuncio, whom I saw yesterday, was 
quite interesting on the subject. He said that 
the dominating motive everywhere at present was 
fear lest a new civil war might break out. He 
confirmed the view which I had already formed that 
the formation of the Mexico Shadow Government and 
the inordinate amount:of publicity givento it | 
in the British and American press and radio has done 
more than atything else to strengthen Franco's 
position in Spain. At the same time the Nuncio 
remarked very shrewdly that there was no real 
danger of civil war because nobody had any real 
arms except the army and as long as the army 
remained loyal no revolutionary outbreak would 
stand a dog's chance. The army is therefore in a 
position to kick out Franco and instal any new 
régime it likes. The army leaders are however 
evidently in two minds. General Kindeldn was 
reported by the Nuncio to have written a very strong 
letter to Franco but the only result has been his 
dismissal from the military school he commanded: 
Franco seems more convinced than ever that he is sent 
by God to save Spain and has been making a series of 
ridiculous speeches in high falutin'’ language 
including one in which he violently attacked the 
freemasons in a style somewhat reminiscent of Hitler. 
I was glad to find that the Nuncio professed to be as 
shocked as I was by this outburst. There has been 
much speculation about new appointments in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and no Under-Secretary 
has yet been appointed to succeed Castillo who goes 
back to Tangier. Pan de Soriluce was due to return 
to his old post, but his wife tells me that although 
Artajo wanted him Franco has vetoed the appel amass t. 
There is talk of Cardenas returning from Washingto 
to be Uader-seore srr but Armour thinks that Carder 
would not accept as long as Franco is here. ‘There 
is also some talk of Pepe Mamblas going to the | 
Ministry as Political Director in plate of the shifty — 
and ambitious Doussinague but I fear wee is too 
good to be. true. ) : 
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6. To sum up, I am afraid that Franco has improved 
his position lately, thanks to events in Mexico, and that 
there is little prospect of a change within the next 
few months. When I write this I am of course merely 
stating the position as I see it at the moment. Many 
unforeseen developments could occur and the whole picture 
might completely change. There is going to be a very 
| bad winter owing to the appalling drought which shows no 
: sign of abating. The land round Madrid is parched 
1 || to the colour of the lion's skin and there has not been a 
drop of rain for very many months. Any new régime coming 
i |. in at such a moment would be faced with a very ; 
difficult task and might well get off to a bad start. In 
any case it would: probably be most necessary for the 
| United Nations, if they wished to assist in giving 
stability to such a new régime, to be ready to send xX 
Ww substantial quantities of wheat and possibly other supplies 
pe a in case of famine. Meanwhile, I confess that I cannot 
ae WS ae see that Franco is much of a danger even to his own 
pert country at present and certainly not to the rest of the 
world. The Allied Victory has left us on the crest of 
the wave here and Axis intrigues now amount to nothing. 
In-a way it is unfortunate for Spain that the Soviet 
Government should still have the excuse of complaining that 
Uc Spain is still full of German agents because this is true; 
Cor and simply for the reason that the Allies have never yet 
7 provided transport for the removal of one single German 
AW 5 or Japanese from Spain! . I have telegraphed constantly 


SS itll 


oi) Wilke : fn the subject but no progress seems to be made. 
V+ * n:5 ¢3 
PO Oe Forgive such a long and rambling letter. 
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NOTHING FO BE WRITTEN 


: 


Sir V. Mallet, | 
Madrid. 


(from Mr. Harvey) 


: peigenge is suppressed. 


HSN Ocloter - es 
September, 1945. 
Ves Or 
Thank you(for your letter of the 17th 


September giving your impressions of the 
political background in Spain, which we 


Lr gw 
found very interesting. As you aPre—etres 


aware the situation in Spain is being 
watched with great interest here and we 
look forward to your further reports on 
the development of the situation. Count 
Albiz called at the Foreign Office on 
September 26th and confirmed that the . 
realisation was. growing in Spain that 
there must be a change soon. The @diffi- 
culty was, however, that the Army 
Generals, the only pepple who could remove 


Franco, were far too interested, personally 
and financially, in his resets th power 
to risk a change. Commequently the only | 
possibility OE ae the restoration of a 
the monarchy behets. «och about. t hrough Franco. 
This,of course wine not. satisfy us, : 
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As to the question of the removal of 
the German agents, we are doing what we ca 


_ * 


to. find transport for them, but the probl 
is a difficult one as all the available 
transport is at present required more 
urgently elsewhere. 

I am writing to you separately about 


the B.B.C. and the Mixico Shadow Cabinet. 


| Afi 


- 


~~ 


MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


THIS 


IN 
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OUT FALE So. 
| FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


5th October, 1945. 
(Z 1%530/233/42) 


Thank you very much for your letter of the 
17th September, giving your impressions of the 
political background in Spain, which we found 
very interesting. As you know the situation in 

Spain is being watched with great interest here 
and we look forward to your further reports on 
the development of the situation, Count Albiz 
called at the Foreign Office on September 26th 
and. confirmed that the realisation was gga 
in Spain that there must be a change soon, e 
adifficulty was, howeyer, that the Generals, the 
only people who could remove Franco, were far too 
interested, personally and financially, in his 
remaining in power to risk a change. 
Consequently the only possibility Albis saw was 
the restoration of the monarchy brought about 

Prenco, This, of courage, would not 
88a us, if it meant that Franco retained his 
position in a restored monarchy = even if the 
Pallange is suppressed, 


As to the question of the removal of the 
German agents, we are doing what we can to find 
transport for them, but the problem is a 
difficult one as ail the availsble transport is 
at present required more urgently elsewhere. 


i am writing to you separately about the | 
British Broadcasting Corporation and the Mexico 


Shadow Cabinet. oS Ba 
vag ot. OC Bre, CARE. 
Sir Victor Mallets, K.C.i,G,, 0.V.0,, Madrid. — 
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sien : am pe po conclusions = Sir Victor : 
et reaches in paragrap _and 10 mf and rie patie 
in the light of these considione T think we shoule ‘ 

continue to pursue the policy which we have u 
date, - no direct interference im Spanish intern 
affairs, but steady pressure on the Spanish Government Bee 
and encouragement to the Spanish people to find their | : 
own solution to their own problem, - and above all, 


no action on our part which might provoke another 
civil war. ; : 
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THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT 


SPAIN. | October 6, 1945. 
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Sir V. Mallet to Mr. Bevin.—(Received 6th October.) , 
(No. 674.) 
(Telegraphic. | Madrid, 6th October, 1945. 

EVEN the few weeks I have been in Spain have sufficed to destroy many 
preconceptions and convinced me that it is almost impossible for foreigners livin 
outside Spain to form an unprejudiced view of the present situation. Spanish 
internal politics have become a battleground for ideologies to such an extent that 
both sides quite unscrupulously distort the truth in order to strenpthen their 
arguments. I am still in the stage of trying to obtain a fair picture of the 
present situation. 

2. There is no doubt that, materially, Spain is better off than neighbourin 
parts of France which I visited from San Sebastian. The people are better fe 
and clothed, although the cost of living is much too high. There is also no doubt 
that the Spanish Government has made, and is still making, great efforts to rebuild 
villages, bridges, and other public works ruined during the civil war. Great 
progress is being made in this direction but difficulties of foreign trade during 
recent years have naturally hampered the supply of certain necessary materials. 

3. On the other hand, Spain has been afflicted for the last three years with 
the most severe drought in human memory and food shortage this winter is likely 
to be serious, especially as agriculture lacks the necessary fertilisers from abroad. 
ong is likewise severely hampered by shortage of electric current, partly 
due to lack of water power and partly to the impossibility of importing new 
machinery. 

4. It is most misleading to attempt to judge Spain by British or even Euro- 
pean standards. This country was dominated for 800 years by the Moors and 
still has many characteristics approximating more nearly to the Middle East 
countries than Europe. This in itself renders it a sterile ground for the growth 
of healthy democratic institutions of an Anglo-Saxon type. All past experi- 
ments have ended in failure. One need only study Madariaga’s History of Se ain 
to be eonvinced that one reason for the tations of the last republic, in which 
he himself was a Minister, was because it abandoned democratic methods in 1934 
when the principle of majority Government was flouted by Largo Caballero. One 
difficulty aoa always been that political parties cannot learn to act in combination 
and individual groups quarrel passionately amongst each other. The most recent 
example is the complete failure of Communists and Negrin’s Left Socialists to 
agree with the other exiled politicians in Mexico. I sometimes wonder whether 
it is sufficiently realised abroad that we are still only six years from the end of 
a civil war so violent and horrible that the hatreds engendered by it are just as 
strong as those engendered between Britain and Germany during the recent major 
war. It is expecting too much to ask the Spaniards to forgive and forget so 
quickly. For this reason, the winning side, knowing the extent. of the hatred still 
latent amongst many Republicans, and particularly Communists, are not pre- 
pared to take any risk which could produce a new flare-up of latent passions 
ending in bloodshed. It is primarily the fear of this which is making the evolu- 
tion towards greater constitutional liberty so exasperatingly slow. Thus Com- 
munists and other Republicans are all too easily suspected of political agitation 
and imprisoned. It is also for this reason that free assembly, except for ‘the 
dominant political party (F Tho Span still not, allowed and that : freedom 
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is practically non-existent. The Spanish press is strictly controlled and’ slavishily 
follows, the line laid down by the Government. Arriba echoes i politic master’s 
voice, just. as Pravda is the voice of the Kremlin. Organised Po ical parties 
except Falange are forbidden, though political meetings are held, There has, 
however, been some let-up as regards individual criticism. Whereas in 1939-4 
anyone rash enough to air his views about the régime in a restaurant or bat 
would run the risk of immediate, imprisonment; this is not now the case. Tra 
union do not exist. as known in Great Britain. _Workmen’s syndicates ' wer 
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proclaimed by decree in 1937 to be State bodies and are, therefore, under the 
control of the Government. This, I believe, is also a close parallel with the system 
in force in U.S.S.R. I have/tried t6 explain why it isuseless to-judge Spain by 
British standards. It must be remembered moreover that although present 
hindrances are admittedly much stricter than before the civil war, the freedoms 
in question have for the last twenty-five years suffered periodical suspension. 
This was a rare occurrence under the monarchy before 1917 when military juntas 
began to undermime civil authority. Under the republic, however, guarantees were 
in abeyance for longer periods. As regards freedom of speech, the difference 
between the monarchy and the republic on the one hand, and Franco régime on 
the other hand, is that under the former suspension of guarantee placed authority 
in the hands of the Ministry of the Interior, whereas under the latter it is in 
the hands of the army (?.e., captains generally in their respective ‘‘ regions ’’). 
Although political association is rigorously forbidden, there is to-day probably 
more latitude in regard to associations of religious or recreational character than 
four years ago: 

5. Sufficient influential Spaniards are now ‘fully convinced that Spain must 
remain internationally isolated until General Franco goes, but even they hesitate 
to accelerate his departure as long as criticism from abroad is mainly directed 
from quarters outspokenly favouring the so-called exiled ‘‘ Government’’ in 
Mexico. Much as the Spaniards dislike any type of foreign interference in their 
affairs, they detest most of all the idea, which is firmly rooted, that Russia is 
behind most of the present agitation and has been the prime mover in the Potsdam 

declaration. Even moderate pasa Prem feel most strongly against Russia because 

they consider the Soviet régime just as dictatorial and repressive as Franco’s, 
and because they view with alarm the idea that Russia should spread into the 
western Mediterranean those tentacles which have already reached the Adriatic. 
Thus the effect of the Potsdam declaration has been to strengthen General 
Franco's position, at least temporarily, and speeches like Professor Laski’s, 
reported in The Times of 25th September, merely frighten the lukewarm to 
Franco’s side. Against this background it is easy to understand why many 
sincere opponents of General Franco’s régime prefer to move by gradual stages 
and not to upset. him before they are certain that his fall will be survived by 
some framework of law and order into which a new constitutional monarchy can 
be fitted rapidly, and with the army holding the ring. They see as the only 
alternative a fresh civil war which would spell final ruin for Spain and would 
revive the most dangerous idealogical antagonisms throughout Europe and 
America. 

6. We could possibly accelerate Franco’s fall, if the principal United 
Nations decided on a strict economic boycott including oil | group undecypherable 
? seed] grain and fertilisers. This would rapidly cause complete starvation of 
the working-class population but the Falange party men would be the last to suffer. 
Starvation is a seed bed for the most poisonous weeds, and Franco’s disappearance 
in such circumstances might well be followed by Red revolution. Spaniards are, 
however, so unpredictable that they might on the contrary rally to Franco as the 
Italians did to Mussolini over sanctions. On the other hand, Franco might under 
the first impact of sanctions, resign quickly, but we should then have to reverse 
our sanctions policy in a great hurry in order to recreate sufficient stability for 
any new régime to have a chance of surviving long enough to establish itself in 
authority. | 

7. ita of diplomatic relations either with or without imposition of 
economic sanctions et in my opinion, result in our stopping our own eyes and 
ears. Moreover, we should at once lose all the results of the important work 
now being done by our Safehaven experts towards extirpating all former German 
political and financial influence in Spain. We should also presumably have’ to 
cease our purchasing programme which amounts to £20 million’ for the next 
twelve months of which about 80 per cent. represents food-stuffs most urgently 
required for supplying the British population. | ag a cas 

8. In general, I believe the nation now in mee progress towards a some- 
what more liberal system, and eventual change of the régime will take place quicker 
if left to itself for a while. Spain is suffering from being too much in the news, 
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_ whereas compared with the vastly greater problems of the rest of Europe and 

Asia this comparatively prosperous country surely presents less urgent problems 
and can safely be left over for later. It is not as if we were having any real 
difficulties with the Spanish Government over immediate questions. For instance, 


over Tangier and Safehaven they are proving quite amenable. 
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IMPORTANT. 


Even the few weeks I have been in Spain have sufficed to 
ppt many preconceptions and convinced me that it is almost 
impossible. for foreigners living outside Spain to form an 
anere udiced view of the pres situation. anish internal 
politics have become a battieground for ideologies to such an 
extent that both sides quite unscrupulously distort the truth 
in order to strengthen their arguments. am still: in the stage 
of trying to obtain a fair picture of the present situation. 


Tyr FlUClUh’WrllrOrlULrmlhL rhlUL rh elmhUC<C CC<( - 


Qe There is no doubt that materially, Spain is better off 
than neighbouring parts of France which I visited from San 
Sebastian. The people are better fed and clothed, altho 
cost of living is much too high. There is also no‘doubt t the 
Spanish Government has made, and is still making, great efforts 
to rebuild villages, bridges and other public works ruined during 
the civil war. . Great progress is being made in this direction 
but difficulties of foreign trade during recent years have 
naturally hampered the supply of certain necessary materials. 


3. On the other hand, Spain has been afflicted for the last 
- three years with the most severe drought in human memory and food 
shortage this winter is likely to be serious, especially as 
agriculture lacks the neces fertilizers from abroad. Industry 
is likewise severely hampered shortage of electric current, 


persay due to lack of water power and partly impossibility of 
porting new machinery. 
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4 It is most misleading to atmes ‘to judge Spain by 
British or even Buropean standards. This country was dominated 
for 800 years by the Moors and still has many characteristics 
approximating more nearly to the Middle East countries than 
Europe. s in itself renders it a sterile ground for the 
gr h of healthy democratic institutions of an Anglo-Saxon type. 
ll past riments have ended in failure. One need only 
Madariaga’ s “History of Spain" to be convinced that one n 
for the failure of the *last* republic, in which he himself was a 
Minister, was because it a ned democratic methods in 19 
when the principle of ma ty Government flou g 
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U e One diffi has always been that tical parties 
| onene? learn to act in = ination a tet tates . a 
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© |, Bomplete llure of * Communists* and Negrin’s Left sociali 
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a. 
te agree with the other exiled politicians in Mexice. I t 
sometimes wonder whether it is sufficiently realised abroad t 
we are still only six years from the end of a civil war so 
violent and porrible t the hatreds engendered it are just 
as strong as those engendered between Britain Gemmany 
during the recent major war. It is expecting too mush to ask 
the Spaniards to forgive and forget so.quickly. for this reasen, 
the winning side, knowing the ent of the hatred still latent 
amongst many republicans and particularly communists, are not 
pre. to take __ risk which could produce a new flare up of 
atent passions ending in bloodshed. . It is primarily the fear 
of this which is making the evolution towards greater . 
constitutional liberty so exas eras ney slow. Thus communists 
and other republicans are all too easily mgt py of political 
agitation and imprisoned. It is alse for this reason that 
free assembly except for the dominant political party (Falange) 
is still not allowed and that prens freedom is practically non 
existent. The Spanish press is strictly controlled and 
slavishly follows the line laid down by the Government. “Arriba" 
echoes Fal st master’s voice just as "Pravda" is the voice 
of the Kremlin. Organised political parties except Falange 
are forbidden, though political meetings are held. . There has 
however been some let-up as regards individual criticisn. 
Whereas in 1959-1942 anyone rash enough te air his views about 
the regime in a restaurant or bar would run the risk of | grp.undec. 
? immediate] imprisoment, this is not now the case. Trades 
Unions do not exist as known in Great Britain. Workmen's 
syndicates were proclaimed by decree in 1937 to be state bodies 
and are therefore under the control of the Goverment. fhis, 
I believe,is also a close parallel with the systems in ferce 
in U.S.SeRe I have tried te explain why it is useless te 
judge “pain by British standards. It must be remembered 
moreover that although present hindrances are admittedly much 
stricter than before the civil war, the At ab ere ?* freedons | 
in question have for the last 25 years suffered periodical 
suspension. This was a rare occurrence under the monarchy before 
1917 when nilitary juntas began to undermine civil authority. 
Under the a however, guarantees were in abeyance for 
longer periods. © As regards freedom of speech, the difference 
between the monarchy the republic on the one hand and France 
régime on the other hand, is that under the former suspension 
of guarantee placed authority in the hands of the Ministry. of 
the Interior, whereas under the latter it is in the hands of the 
army (ieee ses General* in their * respective "regions"*). 
Although political association is rigorously forbidden, there is 
to- probably more latitude in regard to associations of 
religious or recreational character than four years ago. 


5. Sufficient influential Spaniards are now [ undeo, | fully 
convinced that “pain must remain internationally isolated unti 
General Franco goes, but ewen they _hegitate to accelerate his 
departure [grp undec. ?: as long as ] criticism from abroad is 
mainly directeu from quarters outspokenly favouring so called 
exiled "Government" in Mexico. Much as the *paniards dislike any 
type of foreign interference in their affairs, they detest most of all 
e idea, which is firmly rooted, that Russia is behind most of the 
presents agitation and has been the prime mover in the Potsd 
eclaration. Even moderate republicans feel most strongly against 
Russia beeause they consider Soviet Regime just as dictatorial and 
repressive as Franco's and because Cans aes with alarm the idea 
that Russia should spread into the west Mediterra those 
tentacles which have already reached the Adriatic. the 
effect of the Potsdam declaration has been to strengthen General 
Franco's position at least yenporers ly and speeches like — 
Professor Laski’s reported in the "Times" of September 25th 
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nfo. 
merely frighten the lukewarm to Franco's side. 


*6.* Against this peexereune it is easy to understand many 

sincere opponents of General Franco's régime prefer to aabe by 

adual s ages and not to upset him before they are certain 

at his fall will be survived by some framework of law and 
ie 5 into which 4 new constitutional monarchy can be fitted 

oe and with the army holding the ring. they see as the 

ternative a fresh civil war which would spell final 

rain for Spain and would revive the most dangerous idealogical 
antagonism throughout Burope and America, 


7. We could possible eccelerate Franco's fall, if the 
principal United Nations decided on strict economic boycott 
including oil, grain and fertilisers, This would rapidly cause 
complete starvation of working Class population but Falange party 
men would be the last to suffer, Starvation is a seed bed for the 
most poisonous weeds and Franco's disappearance in such circumstances 
might well be followed by Red revolution. Spaniards are, 
however, so unpredictable that they might on the contrary rally 
to Franco as the Italians did to Mussolini over sanctions. On 
the other hand, Franco might under the first impact of sanctions, 
resign uickly, but we should then have to reverse our sanctions 
ee any n a great he in order to recreate sufficient stability 

y newr ave a chance of surviving long enough to 
establish itself in yA nt hy 


8. Rupture of diplomatic relations either with or without 
imposition of economic sanctions would in my opinion result 
in our stopping our own eyes and ears. Moreover we should 
at once lose all results of important work now being done by 
our Safehaven experts towards extirpating all former German political 
and financial influence in Spain. We should also presumably have 
to cease cur purchasing programme which amounts to £20,000 for 
the next 12 months of ch about 80). represents food stuffs mos t 
urgently required for supplying British population, 
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De a ayy ton I believe she nation now in gradual progress 

towards sens at more liberal system and eventual change wtgine 

Will take place quicker if left to itself for a while. Poin Ss 
ge 8 m being coo much in the news, whereas compared with 
jo vas greater problempof the rest of "5 e and Asia this 
uparatively y prosperous country surely presen : less urgent 
roblene and can safely be lett) over for later. It is not as if 

e o were having any real difficulties with the Spanish Government 

over immediate questions, For instance over Tangier and Safehaven 

they are proving quite amenable. 


16. In other worés policy of non-intervention in Spanish Affairs 
which has been preelaimed b both in Pavey ton end London appears 
fully justified. This of course soe Rad. one that I should 
fail to avail myself of any ~ f rubbing in extreme 
taste felt in. in Great Britiain for Freese’ s régime but it does 
x pie Ps nagging over minor matters in order not to 
ficials e assistance is useful to 
only a ma ster of time, whether te 
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IMPORTANT 


Even the few weeks I have been in in spati —_ sufficed to 
ombe.| many ap vom pe de ons and convin me that it is almost 
impossible for foreigners living outside Spain to form an 
bes eS be iced view of “the resent situation. sh internal 

have become a battleground for ideologies to such an 
! extent "that both sides quite uns ously 4 stort the truth 
in order. to stre an their arguments, ‘I am still in the stage 
of trying to obtain a fair picture of the present situation, 


2e There is no doubt that materially in is better off than 
neighbouring parts of France which I tal from San Sebastian, 
The people are better fed and clothed, although cost of li 

is much too high, There is also no doubt that the 3 panish 
Govermment has made, and is still making, great efforts to rebuild 
villages, bridges and other public works ruined during the civil 
war, Great progress is being made in this direction but diffi- 
culties of foreign trade during recent years have naturally 
hampered the supply of certain necessary materials, 


5S. On the other hand, Spain has been afflicted for the last 
three years with the most severe drought in human memory and food 
shortage this winter is likely to be serious, especially as 
agriculture lacks the necesser fertilizers from abroad, Industry 
is likewise severely hampered by shortage of electric current, 


ee due to lack of water power and partly ew of. 
ing new machinery. 


wWirmrmavyl FEAR! OVIVUA 


Va AG AVYYVVEY FRVIVYVAAT Tt VAL. FT 


mayVvityv 


4, It is most misleading to attempt to 2 sone Spada by British 
At. European Standards. This country was dominated for 
OO years by Pthe Moors and still has Hie iy cosgtice he 


gett more near] to the Middle 
* healthy 


tse 7 saggy faba a sterile gr 
democratic institutions of A 


of Spain" to 
Ay se t repubhie 


LVFTAGnmi = 


ast 
for the failure of 
. Minis 


X of. 


| amongst 
complete fa ure of ome 


with the other 


‘and 
es amaer wnather’ ati on 
W suffi 
we are still only six years from the end sina war so 


OCT Aviolent 
i A 

a> {3 

et te 


%, y, > 
Sey neaisthy 


“A 


| 


1Go 


=~ 


violent and aint. that the h pspecs e neitenth by at 
are i os Pada as those engendered be tween Brits ~ 
erpapy dur Ang the recent major "war, It ‘is expect 
much to ask the Bt to grit ive and forget so qu 
For this reason, the winning $108, knowing the extent ~% he 
hatred still latent amongst many republicans and particularly 
comiumists, are not prepared to take any risk which could 
roduce’'a new flare up of latent passions ending in blood-shed, 
t is primarily the fear of this which is making the evolution 
towards greater constitutional liberty so exasperat y slow, 
Thus communists and other As pcan are all too easily 
suspected of political agitation and imprisoned, It is also 
for this reason that free assomeiy axeent for the dominant 
pols sical party (Falange) is still not allowed and that press 
- freedom is practically” non existent, The Spanish press is 
strictly controlled and slavishly follows the line aid down 
by the ernment, "Arriba" echoes Falangist master’s voice just 
: es "Pravda" ~ Fal ogg o* porbida Te onek alitiant aeattas 
; Dp es exce e are for en, m S 
, are held, ere has however been some leteup as regards | 
individual criticism, Whe ain in 1939-1942 anyone rash enough 
| to air his views about the régime in a restaurant or bar woul 
run the risk of [ nat unflee ? immediate] imprisonment, this is 
Y hot now the case, ades Uniondo not exist as known in Great 
Britain, Workmen's syndicates were proclaimed by decree in 
1937 to be state bodies and are therefore under the control of 
the Government, This, I beljeve, is also a ‘close parallel 
with the system in force in.U.S.S.R. -1 have tried to explain 
why it is useless to judge $pain by British Standards, It must 
be remembered moreover that although present hindrances are 
admittedly much stricter than before he civil war, the freedoms 
in question have for the last 25 years suffered riodical 
waspenssene This was a rare occurrence under the monarc poten 
when military jun untas began to undermine civil authori 
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merely frighten the lukewarm se Franco's side. Against 
this background it is easy t erstand why many sincere 
oppanents of General Yremeo"s gine prefer to move by 
gave syeges and not to sneer before they are certain 
hat his fall will be survived by some framework of law and 
order into which a new constitutional monarchy can be fitted 
ra oany and with the army holding the ring. _ They_see as_ the 
ternative a fresh efvil war which would spell final 
ruin for Spain and would revive the most dangerous idealogical 
entaccaiens: throughout Europe and America, 
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our Safehaven experts towards extirpating all former German political 
and financial infiucnce in Spain, We should also presumab mere 
to cease our purchasing programme which amounts to £20,000 

the next 12 months of which about 80% iy he food stuffs iy 
urgently required for supplying British population, 


9. In general, I believe the nation now in gradual progress 
towards somewhat more liberal system and eventual change of regine 
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@* Majesty's Ambassador at Madrid, 
presents his compliments to H.M.P.S.S.F. Aes 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


British Embassy » 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. | Subject. 


Copy of Despatch | 
No. 46 from Mr.eWildman, Appointment of 
Helie Consulate, Vigo 3 Mre Hede Ve Glenday 
dated 24.9.45. by British & American 
Embassies Joint Trustee- 
ship to take charge of 
their interests in 
the "Minas del Eje"at 
Casayo - political 
unrest in district. 


$479 25019—2 (4) 


BRITISH © NSULATE IGA 
VIGO a 


Thess) 24th September, 1945, 


Sir, 


I have the honour to inform Four Excellency 
thet Mr. H.J.V¥V. Glenday, & well-known British subject, 
resident in Vigo, has been appointed by the British 
and Anerican Bubacsies Joint Trusteeship to teke entire 

cherge of their interests in the “inas del Bje" at 
Casayo and Power plant at Sobradele, Province of Orense, 
under direct supervision of Mr. Bennet of the United 
Stetes Bnbassy in Medrid, 


2 As you ere aware the above mentioned mine is 
one of the group owned by Mentes de Galicia 5.A,, 
previously a German controlled cencern, 


Ds When Mr, Glenday took over his duties on the 
lith instant and called on me yesterday when he peid 
e® short visit to Vigo, he told me that he is now 
stationed in the Mines, inside the minicipal boundery 
but outside the village of Caseyo, 


4. He states thet in this area, which as Your 
Excellency knows, is the centre for fugitives from the 
Ponferrada mining district, the prevalent unrest is 
increasing. He estimetes thet there are now same 3v0 
men in the hills who are short of food and clothing, 
which is evident from the fact that there are raids 
from time to time to precure same. ‘Some weeks ago a 
reid on Casayo took plece and feod and esttile were 
stolen, 


5. It is believed that informetion as to the 
whereabouts end identity of the reiders was given to 

the Civil Guard by @ woman and her son living in Caszsyo 
end on the night of the 2lst instant srmed men came dom 
to the villege, forced the door and shet both the 
informers. On the arrival of the mine lorry, which was 
sent by Mr. Glenday at the request ef the dé tachment of 
the Civil Guerd stationed at the mine, no trace of the 
intruders was found. 


6. It is expected that, with the coming winter, 
food reids will increese. 


7° Politicel unrest is evident from the recent 
acts of sabotage on reilwaye in this area, @.g. the re- 
moval of nuts and bolts on the main line, about & foert- 
night age, resulting in the derailing of the eRpress 
from Medrid to Vigo. 


I have the honour to be, 
With the e respect, 


Your Bxcellenoy” p most obedient, 
humble servant, 


(Signed) T. B. Wildman. 
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Registry 
No.%,11500/233/41. 


H.M. Ambassador, 
MADRID, 


1g="% October 19465. 


Your despatch No. 462 of October 
lsat enclosed a copy of a despatch from 
H.M. Consul at Vigo, in which he reported 
an increase of unrest in the region of 
Casayo. 

2. There have been a number of 
stealletene that unrest and dwen lawlessness 
have been increasing in Spain in recent 
months, and I shedlg be glad if you will 
investigate the matter and submit a report 
to me in due course, giving your oonerestons 
fas to whether unrest and lawlessness are in 
‘fact on the increase and if go to what caus 
‘in particular this development can be | 
attributed, together with any conclusions 
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“@ 
FOREIGN OFFICE, S.Weis 
15th October, 195-6 


NOe 308 
(Z 11500/233/k1) 


= 


SUT FILE 
Sir, 


Your Excellency’s deapatch Noe 462 of 
ist October enclosed a copy of a despatch from His 
Majesty's Consul at Vigo, in which he reported 
an increase of unrest in the region of Casayo. 


ee There have been a number of suggestions that 
unrest and lawlessness have been increasing in 
Spain in recent months, and I should be glad if 
you will investigate the matter and s1 ta 
report to me in due course, giving your views 
&@s to whether unrest and lawlessness are in fact 
on the inerease and if so to what causes in 
particular this development can be attributed, 
together with any conclusions which you would 
draw therefrom, 


= eee 


T am with —“ truth and respect, 
Sif, . , 
Your Excellency's obedient Servant, 
-. (For the Secretary of State) 


tee shl UT 


‘Sd.) F. R. HOYER MILLAR 


His Excelieney .._—-_—» ‘ eA, 
Sir Victor Mallet, KeCsMeGe, CoVa0e, 
OCtcey StCe, Otc, . | | 
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tted during two world wars. 


Geciaration by Americen journalists in 
or critical to Potedam has been featured 
heedlines so the anteneble position of 


present 
his government has been completely hidden from 


Nevertheless it is apparent thet Franco 
become seriously worried 
sumnoned in Medrid on 7th and meanwhile sr. 
been to Gelicia to see Franco and to gin ell the recent 
Gevelopments covering beth his conversations vith the 
allied ay eo and the Spanish envey’s talke with 
DON JUAN Switserlend. 


The rude sheck which Franco and his régime are to 
receive ro er Tengier, though it must have 
entici » will be even worse to | the 
si of specifie unacceptance of Régime is 
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Pohitieal. 


The much heralded cabinet meeting 
taken place in Medrid end the 


in the last of my 
hes in fect materialised. 


sffeeved vith the 1sest’ posett 
with the least ble publicity by 
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programs ne Reo os 84 y controlled press had a most 
nteresting leading article on Sth, the gist of which 
was that Democracy was all right, but Spain needed its 
own type of democracy. Until the social revolution had 
been achieved there could be no change in the t 
since it was the government's poate to carry ough this 
sociel revolution. The social revolution “outlined is 

the attainment of a fair deal for the workers, the 
abolition of vileges and the duty of each citizen to 
work for the efit of spain. 
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ee fake addressed to the British Government, London, ee 
ted Mexico City, October 8, 1945. 


Fourth General Congress of Mexican National Rite 
against outrages of which Spanish masons are victims 
request your Government to intervene with measures deemed 
appropriate to prevent Franco ise a attacking liberties 


consecrated by sacrifice of lives offered for triumph of 
cause of democracies. 


Lopez Guerra, Grand Luminary, Grand Master, 
First Grand Deputy in office. 
Luis Ocampo, Grand Yecretary-General. 


Printed in England. Oct. 1939. 
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Wo, 684 D. 1410 pom, 12th October, 1945, 
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Press Attaché was visited yesterday by delegates from 
Socialist workers rty ee questing Embassy rvene on 
behalf of four m their Bx Ereoutive. Committee who have 
been in Prison since 4 May generally to make it 

clear to $ sh Government Ky we eyould not tolerate such 
cruelty and muzzling of opinion, 


2. Press Attaché asked for full details which his visitors 
have peeniged Xs to sup ly. He added that both officially and 
thr pers ontact the S$ ppengs o His ete a been 

left in no Soubt -¢- 3 the atite 7 

Government which was that as long as Franco ad the Falange 
remained in power there could be" no question of cordial 
sage and Spain would be exeluded from world organisation, 


He sugges ted op onl Ser measures available could be 
egonoat sanctions, od of relations and recognition of 
) » He asked Ss visitors whether they wanted. 
any of these things. 


phe reply was emphatically: Economic sanctions would 
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suncil of Ministers: draft law 


6 of meetings of Council of Ministers 
are draft laws which are being sent to Cortes regarding 
right of meeting association and personal guarantees — 
in general. Mun Munidipal elections will be held in Mareh * 

by means of referendum, Con- : 
firms pardon granted to political agitators guilty of 
rebellion before April 1959. Calls upon Spaniards to 
assist governmas in maintaining firm unity. 
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This communiqué is 4 curious mixture, The first 
five peragraphs told out a prospect of a big step in 
the right direction by the Spanish Government, with 
promises of the immediate putting into force of the 
Bill of Rights, laws regarding right of meeting, 
association and personal guarantees, municipal 
elections, possible referenda, and a general amnesty. 
As is to be expected, however, the amnesty is qualified, 
for it is not to include “the authors of crimes connec 

“with the common law, which are repugnant to every 
"honest conscience",=¢fhe scope of the amnesty weuld, 
indeed, depend on the way in which this qualification 
is interpreted. It would, however, appear that the 
Spanish Government, in the face of increasing pressure 
from the outside world, are taking a further step towar« 
more liberal treatment of the Spanish people, though, 
as always, everything depends on hos these assurances 
are fulfilled. 


In paragraph 6, however, the communiqué turns 
ideological. All outside criticism of the present 
S panish régime is roundly denounced as a “vast 
communist plam of an international character" aimed at 
the very existence of the Spanish mation. In the 
succeeding paragraphs the communiqué goes on to announc 
the Government"s intention to remain in power and to 
persist in the ideological and political policy begun 


on the outbreak of the Givil War ts. , 
Poh aneet 2. ea ad 


This communiqué would seem destinean to indicate 
to the § panish people that the Government, while 
introducing various reforms, is not “on the run", but | 
is standing firm on its established principles. It 
pire be, as the "Observer's" diplomatic correspondent | 


ests, that the attitude. one eee in this c nic 
is he logical consequence of the failure to persuai 


Juan to accept the throne on his (Franco's) . va 
- lconditions. This would mean that General Franco i, “a t 
ith no alternative but to carry on with the pre 386 ent ess: 
Saine as best he can,in the face of growing real 


n Spain that a change is necessary. 


Nis oa a 
25695 143 F.O.P. | 


+ 45 oe SNe Hi 2 a 
— \s ( + 
+ 


211643 


1% OFT. BAN] 


GEYERAL, DISTRIBUTION 


Ae HO 


Sir aaa D. 10.15 pom. 12th October, 1945, 
Re Ze 5 AMe 135th October, 1945. 


12th October, 1945 
Repeated to Lisbon Ne. 39 Saving 
rv 


this 5 moming 8 press publishes the follo. official 
commmniqué issued by the Council of Ministers following 
its recent meeting, 
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"The Government determined to continue the normal 
development of the principles peg eA gene Be 7. pd 
has for some a... intensified its 
= a articipation in the tesks of the State 

inn ately into force those principhkes in 
ae de 5 Len Es spanaies te which effect has not yet been 
given because they require complementary legislation. 


2e The results of careful = gto carried out at 
various meetings of Council of sters are the draft 
laws which are being sent to Cortes regarding right of 
meeting, association and personal guarantees in general, 


5. In order to emphasise the increased popular participation 
“ the task of Government it is announced in accordance wi 
what is laid down in theexisting law of local Government 
that mmicipal election will beoslebrated in the seeond 
fortnight of March by which time the census will have been 
On the same grounds the offices of the Head of the 
establish the system of directly consul the nation 
by means of a referendum in respect of thom laws efter 
preparation by the Cortes seem ted to such a measure on 
eecount of their exceptional i e, their interest to 
the public or the unsertainty of public * opinion. 
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bitterness and of the of prepaganda used can be 

recognised as a vast st plan of an international 

character which deecitfully involves people of good fai th 

in its operations, 


7>e Spain knows that a irac ae this kind al though 
apparently an attack against ce titutions or persens 
goes against the very existence of the "natien endeavouring to 
cenier” sterile the immense sacrifices of the crusade, 


Se caneamenss Spain realises that the only method 
of re nospenci ng Sea baly "a such an offensive is once more 
to her d jected sion to persist in the ideological 
and nua policy begun on July i8th 1936 on which date 
the spain triumphed against commmisn. 


De Finally the Government with the serenity with which 
it is inspired by its om cree qcuty Lae ——e 
that it is rigorously fulfilling amis the future 
of Spain with settl ey a ra its tenacious 
resolye to consolidate spiritual uni releret the 
country thanking Spaniards for their tokens of adnesion md 
the assistanee which they are eng es at the same time ~ 
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stimulating them to main unity in the best 
service of the country". 
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[Z 11644 /233 /44] Copy No. & 
Sir V. Mallet to Mr. Bevin.—(Received 13th October.) 


(No. 472.) | 
Sir, Madrid, 6th October, 1945. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose herein the translation(*) of a letter submitted 
to me through the press attaché from the Executive Committee of the Partido 
Socialista Obrero Espafiol, a body which calls itself The Alliance of Democratic 
Forces. This body claims to represent all the important Left-wing groups with 
the exception of the Communists, namely, the Left Republicans, the C.N.T. 
(Workers’ National Confederation) and the U.G.T. (General Workers’ Union) 
as well, of course, as the Socialist party itself. 

2. It is difficult to assess the strength or effective political importance of 
these clandestine groups. Views expressed by individuals belonging to one or 
other of these organisations often conflict with the opinions of other persons who 
belong nominally to the same group but who are virtually isolated from them 
owing to their own security measures. This is not surprising if one bears in 
mind the complete disruption of these parties and organisations during and since 
the Civil War and the oppressive measures to which they have been subjected. 
These groups would appear, therefore, to be for the most part unorganised, 
without programme or prospects, and scattered throughout the country. Their 
contact with fellow-members and leaders in exile seems to be of the slightest and 
the rank and file appear to be unaware of the names of the men who might 
ultimately appear as their leaders in overt action within the country. 

(?) Not printed. 
| 70—149 | 
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3. The press attaché reports that over a long period in the past he has found 
former Cétitre arid Left-wing Republicans (excluding the Communists) prepared 
to co-operate within the’ framework ‘@f a;-Staie’ headed by a constitutional 
monarchy. It may well be, however, that this may only prove to be the hope of 
idealistie and disillrinioned Republican leaders and that it does not represent the 
views of the masses. The Republic itself started as a coalition of these forces 
in a common endeavour, but. was driven to extremes as much by its own partisans 
as by its opponents. Latterly, however, there has been a tendency to turn again 
to republicanism as the best solution to the present political impasse. This is. by 
no Means an tinanhimous view, and there is no sign of enthusiasm for the so-called 
Government in exilé headed by Sefior Giral. There is, in fact, as much difference 
and division of opinion in these Left-wing groups within the country as in those 
of the Céntre afd Right. An abyss exists between the two, bridged only by a few 
far-sighted men who until now have been effectively prevetited by Franco’s régime 
from riding common ground where their fellows may get together. 

T have, &é. 
V. A. L. MALLET. 


No.472 
1/344/45 


Sir, 


I have the honour to enclose herein the translation 
, of a letter submitted to me through the Press Attaché from the 
i pears Executive Committee of the Partido Socialista Obrero Espafiol, 
a body which calls itself The Alliance of Democratic Forces. 
This body. claims to represent all the important Left-wing 
groups with the exception of the communists, namely, the Left 
Republicans, the C.N.T. (Workers' National Confederation) and 
the-U.G.T. (General Workers' Union) as well, of course, as the 
Socialist party itself. | 


| Se It is difficult to assess the strength or effective 

) political importance of these clandestine groups. Views 

, expressed by individuals belonging to one or other of these 

3 organisations often conflict with the opinions of other persons 

) who beleng nominally to the same group but who are virtually 
isolated from them owing to their own security measures. This 

is not surprising if one bears in mind the complete disruption jgp 
of these parties and organisations during and since the Civil “= 
War and the oppressive measures to which they have been Ba? 
) subjected, These groups. wuld appear, therefore, to be, for = 
? the most part unorganised, without programme or prospects, and 4% 
: scattered throughout the country. Their contact with fellow- 
members and leaders in exile seems to te of the slightest a 
) and the rank and file appear to be unaware of the names of the (i, 
, men who might ultimately appear as their leaders in overt action =~ 
within the country. | oS 


‘Be The Press Attaché reports that over a long period in See 
the past he has found former centre and left-wing republicans wea 
(excluding the communists) prepared to co-operate within the se 
framework of a State headed by a constitutional monarchy, It = 
may well be, however, that ‘this may only prove to be the hope _— 
of idealistic and disillusioned republican leaders and that it “me 
does not represent the views of the masses, The republic itselie, 
started as a coalition of these forces in a common endeavour ~ 
but was driven to extremes as much by its own partisans eas by 
its opponents, Latterly, however, there has been a tendency 
to turn again to republicanism as the best solution to-the 
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present political impasse, This is by no means an unanimous ars 
view and there is no sign of enthusiasm for the so-called ‘4 
government in exile headed by Sefior Giral. There is in fact & 
as much difference and division of opinion in these left-wing Z 
groups within the country as in those of the centre and right. = 
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An abyss exists between the two, bridged only by a few far-sighted 
men who until now have been effectively prevented by Franco's a 
régime from riding common ground where their fellows may get 

together, } es Ree oh 
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TRANSLATION OF A LETTER ADDRESSED TO 
BRITISH EBMBASSADOR MADRID. 


Your Excellency, 


The National Committee of the Socialist Spanish + ~~ 
Workers’ Party, met in plenary session on the 16th September 
in a certain part of Spain, unanimously adopted the following 
resolution "To send to the British and American Governments, 
as representatives of the United Nations, a message of — 
congratulation on the final termination of the war and to 
ask them to give the Spanish people the means to express its 
desire, without difficulty or coercion, to re-establish the 
Republican régime overthrown by General Franco and his 
international accomplices", 


4%. 


In transmitting to Your Excellency the foregoing 
resolution this Executive Committee wishes to express the 
great hope that the Spanish people have in the support which 
the British Government and people can and should offer it 
for the re-establishment of civil liberty in their country, 
Fully indentified with the spirit of the conflict just 
terminated (Spain was the first country to rise up against 
Fascism), we believe that a totalitarian régime isolated in 
Europe is a grave danger to the peace now being sought. 


Moreover, both the Atlantic Charter and: the historic 
meetings held in various parts of the world have recognised 
and established the indisputable rights of people to enjoy 
régimes of Liberty and Justice, The Socialist Spanish 
Workers’ Party trust that these resolutions are not empty 
words and that their effectiveness may be seen in the least 
possible space of time, 


Spain to-day is a police state, An open conflict 
would mean a new massacre of free men but, if Liberty and 
Justice are not cranted to us, if our future has to remain 
permanently joined to that of a régime of oppression and 
violence, then we shall eve to break all the chains which 
bind us and we shall fight to reconquer that which 4 
democratic world denies us or does not offer us with the. 
warmth and necessary effectiveness which it would be. both 
easy and possible to do, Fear tee 
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We salute Your Excellency with every respect. ie 
@hé Bxecutive Committee of the Socialist Spanish Workers’ © 


24th September, 1945, 
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Regist 11677/253/u1 


TELEGRAM FROM 


sir V Mallett jadrid . 
No. 56% 


Dated 13th Oct,1945. 
15th Oct, 1945. 


Counc 


- Refers to Madrid selesuiin 686 (Z 11643/ 
Comments on thes communiqué which may. amount 


233/41). 
to little, Diécusses drafting of laws in respect of } 
bill of rights, municipal elections, decision to | 
held referendum, amnesty for political prisoners and | 
the appeal to Spanish people to support Government. 


Recewwed | 
in Registry | 
: Spain 
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Last Paper. (Minutes.) 
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I think this declaration is one more attempt 
by Franco to try,while gradually reforming his régime, 
to keep himself in office. It remains to be seen how 
far his promises of reform are in fact carried out. 
The important points would seem to be the following: 


(a), Municipal elect ions are to be held in 
March. 


(db) Provision is made for the holding of a 
referendum on important issuea - 
perhaps, as the return of the monarchy. 


(c) What purports to be a general amhesty. - 
for political offenders is. proclaimed. 


As regards thes last guestion of the amnesty, sis 
Victor Mallet&comments in paragraph 3 of his telegram — 
are not altogether clear. He seems, however, to be 
inclined to accept the declaration as mean that no 
more individuals will be imprisoned for pur oliti 
causes, and he Says that he is inclined to @ Ay 
Count Marsal's statement in his letter to "The T 
of October 5th (copy attached) that noy or 
83,000 persons were now imprisoned in | 
Count Marsal's letter has already been denie 
a letter from another Spaniard to the Ti me 
should have thought that we | 
declaration of an rege 3 Ri 

more particujmrly in vie} 
bei: methods in Sir | 
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boty by ’ 
_ Penes our representations to the Spanish autt orities on 
the subject. 


Im this eonnexion there is a Parliamentary Questio 
down for next Monday. It would, I think, be as well to 
consult Sir V. Mallet. as to the terms of our answer, 
since while we want to call attention to the fact that 
H.M, Government are closely interested in the matter, 
we do not want to say anything which might defeat our 
object and make the lot of the prisoners worse. We 
have therefore telegraphed to him on the subject, as 
will be seen by the attached draft. 


, a 


October 17th 1945. 
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(This tele is of particular secrecy and should be retained 
by the sullrined veuisdent onl net sed ¢ 
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Sir Ve Mallet De7e58 Poem 13th October, 1945. 
No. 689 


13th October, 1945. | Re9e5 Pete 13th October, 1945. 
Repeated to Lisbon Saving. 


[TTTT 
My telegram: No. 686. 2 nr Gu. 


The prolonged meetings of the C 1 of Ministers and 
delay in publication of an official qué had aroused 
considerable curiosity and expectation. The commmicqué 
which con = is another of those which in principle 
may mean but fact may amount to little. 


2. Drafting of lews in respect of bill of rights has 
been unexpectedly rapid but there may yet be much delay in 
getting them through Cortes. It is disappointing that 
municipal elections will not be till Mareh but it is probably | 
true that census cannot be concluded carlier. The nost 
important innovation is undoubtedly decision to held an 
occasional referendum and it may well be that the first to be 
held will be on the monarchy. But the importence of this as of 
Sr of census and personal guarantees can only be judged 

y re Se 


3. Amnesty provided for in 4 of conmmiqué 
is on the face of it extensive and able. I was told however 
~ by Minister for Affairs on August 13th (see ay tele 
a pSd*. from San Sebastien) that no purely political prisoners t 
awe l. Either Minister for Foreign Affair’s statenent 
a amnesty is neaningless and merely confiras 
affairs. I am inclined to give it the 
station and that Marsal’s letter to 
th was substantially correct as regards 
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IN THIS MARGIN. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 
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Draft. 


H.M. Ambassador, 


MADRID. 
Telegram. 


wo2.J4% 


Dated. I)-190°US 
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Departmental No.2 
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Your telegram No. 689, paragraph 3 [ot — A, 


s ’ : 2 


October 15th: Spanish Government's declaration). _ 
Following Parliamentary Question is down 


for non-oral answer on October 22nd: 


_ 
_ 


“Mr. Foot. To ask the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether, 


following his recent successful 


a , , 
intervention to prevent the execution 


of two political prisoners in Spain, 


he will consider diplomatic measures 


to assist in securing a general 


amnesty for political prisoners in 
Spain", 
2. We were proposing to suggest following 
replys: 
“For a considerable time past 
H.M.Hepresentatives in Madrid have 


taken every suitable ovnortinsty of 


the eer unfortun ate 


" *- 


“opinion in this Cc 
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Minister for Foreign Affairs thet ~~ 


executions for political re&fsons had nd 
ceased and that no purely political 
prisoners remained in gaol, Further- 
more, in the Spanish Government's 
official statement published on 


October 12th it was stated inter alia 


that ‘it is considered advisable to 
grant a general pardon of the main 
offences for offenders guilty of 
rebellion or disturbances of the peace 


committed before April lst 1939 and 


THIS MARGIN. 


prisoners endthose in exile who are not 


IN 


the authors of crimes connected with 
the comnon law, which are repugnant 
to ove'y honest conscience’, 

H.M.G. trust that this statement, 
which they have read with satisfaction, 
means that a general amnesty is to be 
extended te political prisoners in 


Spains They will, however, continue to 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


follow the matter and should it transpife 
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that their hopes are “not fulfilled, wil} 
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not hesitate to renew ‘their represents). 


tions to the Spanish Government, ™ 


3, Please telegraph -your comments urgently. 


_ While we are anxious to take this opportuni ty of 
emphasishg H.M,@. views and the interest which 
they take in this matter, we naturally do not 
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{ CYPHER } . DEPARTMENTAL NO, 2 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO MADRID 


No. - 798. 
17th October 1945. D. 5.40 pom. 17th October 1945. 


999099 


IMMEDIATE 


Your telegram. No. 689, raph 3 [of October 15th; 
Spanish Government's declarati ionf. 


Following Parliamentary Question is down for non-oral 
answer on October 22nd: 


"Mr, Foot. To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether, foll his recent successful 
intervention to prevent the execution of two ets tieal 
prisoners in Spain, he will consider diploma 
measures to assist in securing a general alinesty for 
political prisoners in Spain. 


2. We were proposing to suggest following reply: 


"For a considerable time pees Ee His Majesty's 
Repregestatt ves in Madrid have taken every suitable 
opeee rans y of impress on the Spanish authorities 
the highl only ‘unfortunate ¢ ect on opinion in this 
country caused by the detention in prison for long 
riods of persons whose only offence had ,apparen ly 
en of a political nature. His Majesty's 
Representatives have frequently urge that this 
practice should be terminated. 


His Majesty's Ambassador in Madrid was recently 
informed by the Spanish Minister for r, Voeeee 
Affairs that exegntions for pels? jeene had 
now ceased and sem no 1y ag . foo. 


S tatement’ published oe we 
October isth it was stated oe 
is considered sable to eral pardon 
of the main offences for of enders guilty 
rebellion or dis sturbences of f the peace committed 
before April lst l as prisenere Er theese in 
exile i. are gh the authors of crimes a ory ht 


with the common lay, which are repugnant 
honest conscience. 


His es s ‘Government trust that this 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THESTIMES 
Sir,—Visiting England I have become aware 


of what appears to be a campaign of mis- 
representation of the administration of justice 
in Spain. As president of the National 
Patronage of Prisoners and Convicts, I am 
cognizant of all that concerns Spanish prisons 
and prisoners, and I find that reports pub- 


lished at present distort the facts beyond recog- 
nition. | 

The present prison population is under 
23,000. Immediately after the Civil War it 
was about 250,000 and was composed of those 
who had been found guilty of crimes which the 
common law of civilized nations forbids. I 
have studied many sentences and I have not 
found one for which the reason was political. 

What is novel in the treatment of such 
offences by Spain is the permission to work off 
one’s sentence by carrying out one’s ordinary 
labour, either within or outside prison. Each 
day’s work counts as a day’s remission of 
sentence though it is paid for at the ordinary 
commercial rates and carries with it the 
ordinary sickness and health insurance. But 
those who, over and above the work, attend 
the professional classes or art schools, or form 
part of the musical or sports groups, &c., earn 
remission of further days of the sentence, up 
to three days for each day in prison. The 
greater number of those sentenced are living at 
liberty with their families. All of them, includ- 
ing the prison population, have free access to 
me and can communicate their grievances with- 
out co censorship of the prison governors. 

As the Government accepfs responsibility for 
these unfortunate people and, while allowing 
‘them to purge their offences by work, assists 
the cure by generosity, it falls to my duty to 
deal with every sort of trouble that may affect 
them. I am no politician and my corre- 
spondents know that I have neither the interest 
nor the desire to take advantage of any poli- 
tical divergence from the normal, past or pre- 
sent. The 200 letters I receive daily are mainly 
concerned with the offenders’ families. The 
eldest son of a detainee, for instance, finishes 
his studies at a technical school and has not 
the examination fees. The father appeals to 
my organization. The fees are paid; and if 
the son should refund the amount later on, 
it is paid into a savings account in the father’s 
name. ; 

My organization has to deal with a family 
of about 1,500,000 persons and our sole en- 
deavour is to help them in all their needs. The 

oof of the success of this unique experiment 
is that out of over 200,000 who are enjoying 
freedom either conditional or definite the 
liberty of only 42 has had to be revoked fo 
bad behaviour. 

Tam, Sir, your obedient servant,’ 

MARSAL, President of the National 

Patronage of Prisoners and Convicts. 
Savoy Hotel, London. . 


Entertainments 


RECORDED MUSIC 


THE CHOICE AVAILABLE 


Will the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
odify the ferocity of the purchase tax 
pon recorded music ? His predecessor 
saw the illogicality of simultaneously tax- 


ing and subsidizing live performances and 
modified the entertainment tax. . 


But it is still a prohibitively costly business 
for-an dmateur to make himself a library of 
recorded music, and the recording companies 
have to be induced by subsidy to make those 
excellent records of English music which the 
British Council require for export. These 
valuable.and costly records are actually sold in 
the home market at less than the standard price 
for their rank and quality because the Treasury 
is behind them, but they still-pay tax on the 
lower price. 

It may be that the tax accentuates the 
natural tendency of commerce and conductors 
hlike to be conservative in, their choice of 
works for new recording. It is wasteful of 
shellac to make still another set of records 
of the ** Unfinished ”’ and the “ Fifth ” sym- 
phonies (as Decca has done with the new 
National Symphony Orchestra), but it may be 
safer financially than to pursue the other line 
of policy. which has given us a delightful 
ecording of a delightful<k work, Fauré’s| 
* Ballade” played by Miss Kathleen Long} 
piano) with the same. orchestra under Mr. 
Boyd Neel. Tschaikovsky’s “‘ Casse-Noisette,” | 
played with plenty of sparkle under Mr. Stan-| 
ord Robinson, is probably less redundant | 
han the * Fingal’s Cave ” and The Barber of | 
deville overtures which are also in the same 

ries of Decca’s recordings of the National 
symphony Orchestra. 

To do them justice the recording companies 

ave here and there shown enterprise, and 
mong music recently recorded, whose choice 

s determined by a factor consisting of out- 

anding contracts with orchestras, conduc- 
ors’ personal predilections, and commercial 
brospects, they have slipped in a number of 

orks ranging from oratorios to overtures and 
en smaller trifles that the collector may wish 
> acquire for his permanent library. Con- 
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SPANISH PRISONERS 
BEALE ©) awe 
TO THE EDITOR OF “THE TIMES 

Sir.—In a letter published in your issue of 
October 5 Count Marsal; president of the 
Spanish National Patronage of Prisoners and 
Convicts, attempts to justify the repressive | 
measures which are the safeguard of General |] 
Franco’s régime. His statement is so full of 
errors and omissions that I hope you will} 
allow me to point out some of them. 

Count Marsal affirms that the prison popu- 
lation immediately after the Civil War—he puts 
it at 250,000—** was composed of those who 
have been found guilty of crimes. which the 
common law of civilized nations forbids.’ The 
Count must be ignorant of the common law 
of civilized nations, for in Spain, even to-day, 
special tribunals are passing sentences for acts 
that, at the time they were committed, were 
not illegal—for example, the special tribunals 
for the repression of Communism and Free- 
masonry. The Count next states: “I have 
studied many sentences and I have not found 
one for which the reason was political.’® The | 
whole world knows that thousands of 
Spaniards have been executed, imprisoned, and 
exiled for purely political reasons. Apart from 
the anonymous mass of the Spanish workers, 
a few well known cases can be cited at 
random: Professor Besteiro, Speaker in the 
Republican Constituent Assembly; Sefor 
Companys, President of the Catalan “ Generali- 
tat”’ ; Professor Alas, Rector of Oviedo Univer- | 
sity ; the well known Liberal journalist Javier 
Bueno; practically all the Republican Civil 
Governors and dozens of university professors, | 
writers, doctors, &c. Even many Basque! 
clergymen were imprisoned or driven into exile 
—Bishop Mugica included—for purely political 
reasons. | | 

The Count describes as a “ novelty ” the re- 
mission of sentences by labour and refers to 
those who enjoy conditional liberty or, as they 
say in Spain, libertad vigilada—freedom under 
vigilance—but he fails to mention that many 
of those enjoying such “ liberty” are not 
allowed to exercise their normal occupations, 
nor does he explain why also many architects, 
doctors, lawyers, writers, &c., are forbidden 
to practise their professions solely for political 
reasons. As Statistics are not a very exact 
science under the Caudillo’s régime there is 
no way of checking the accuracy of the present 
— population given by the Count—23 000. 

t since he himself confesses that as many as 
1,500,000 persons are looked after by his own 
organization one has to accept the fact that 
at least 1,500,000 out of a total population of 
25,000,000 are living in Spain to-day under the 
* protection ” of the Patronage of Prisoners 
and Convicts. No “age gee opponent of Gener; 

ranco could make a stronger indictment of 

ranco’s Spain. Yours, &c., 

ANTONIO TORRES. 
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ugh Roger Shaw, R.N., Thorncliffe Hall, 
ollingworth, elder son of the late Mr. and 
rs. Shaw,. of Stalybridge, and Florence 
Battle Gulick, only daughter of Mrs. Charles 
ewis Gulick and the late Mr. Gulick, Wood- 
and Place, South Orange, New Jersey, United 
States. 


Mr. F. C. Grecor GRANT AND MIss 
H. M. S. HILu 


The engagement is announced between 
ergus Colesworthey Gregor Grant, younger 
on of the late G. F. Gregor Grant and of 

rs. Gregor Grant, 3, Grove Hill Gardens, 
unbridge Wells, and Helen Mary Stephanie 
ill, 59, Bronwen Court, St. John’s Wood, 
ondon, em ag daughter of the late Mr. 
and Mgs. Frank Hill, of Selsey. 


Mr. C. J. DUNCAN AND Miss R. WHEELER 


The engagement is announced, and the 
arriage will take place shortly in Nigeria, 
between Colin John, elder son of Mr. and Mrs. 
4. R. Duncan, of 15, Chaldon Road, Cater- 
am, and Ruth (Robin), only daughter of the 
ate Mr.-Arthur Wheeler and of Mrs. F. E. 

heeler, of 16, West Cromwell Road, London, 
S.W.5, and Eastbourne. 


LADY GATER’S CANTEEN 


The canteen for war workers run by Lady 
ater at the National Gallery during the war 
s to be reopened to-morrow (October 16) at 
12 o'clock at 12, Old Queen Street, S.W., for 
he benefit of Civil servants and members of 
is Majesty’s forces. 


A delegation of 10 Norwegian journalists 
as arrived in this country for a fortnight’s 
isit as guests of the Ministry of Information. 


ACROSS 


1 Do its inhabitants live in 
house-boats ? (8). 


5 Not good looks (6). 


9 The officers make a mess of 
it (8). 


10 A slanting type (6). 
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8 Majesty's Ambassador at Madrid 


ts his compliments to H.M.P.S. of S. for FP.Ae 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


ord Octoker,....., 1948... 
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From: Ministry of F.A. Publication of 
Note Verbale magazine “Voluntad" 
No.777 of 14/9/45 and anti-British 
| demonstration in 
Santander, 


4 ) TRANSLATION or NOTE VaRBALR 
. me ee a ee 
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs present their 
compliments to H. B.M. Embassy and with reference: to the 
Embassy's Aide-Mémoire of July 20th enclosing a specimen of 
the magazine "voluntedt of Santander*, wish to inform them 
that the said issue was withdrawn from circulation immediately 
by the competent authorities, before receiving the said 
communication, on: observing its contents, and the authors of 
the articles mentioned were punished and the publication of 
the magazine suspended. At the same time the persons who 
took part in an incorrect manner in the religious service 
celebrated in Santander have also been reprimanded, although 
from investigations made it appears that only the hymn "Cara 
al Sol” was sung and that no allusion whatsoever was made 
to England, 

Instructions have also been issued to Governors 
so that they will take whatever steps they may deem necessary 
for the purpose of avoiding a repetition of such incidents. et) 

The Spanish Government and all the authorities 
dependent upon of deeply regret these incidents which have taken 
place precisely due to the liberty and lack of previous eet 
which has. been a feature of many aspects of Spanish life and. : @ 
iit ap not being expressly prokdbited: a ae Fheigh difficult to a — 
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doomed to failure. The experience of the 1931-1936. 
régime clearly proved this, These steps, Pranco wag ’ 
advised, must be taken without delay.~ The Army coulda 
be relied upon to keep order and there must. be no 
political prisoners. - Serrano Sufier could see no other 
way to endeavour to bring Svain into line with democratic 
Europe. He ended his letter to "nanco on this note. 


He did not think that there was grave danger of 
Spain desiring a Communist récime; but something had to 
be risked and if a move were not made quickly the i 
Communists groups would gain strength, sand their ranks 
would be swelled by the sdherence of masses of Left Wing 
Falangists. | 7 


The objections to the scheme outlined above 
are obvious. Franco presiding over a plebiscite 
would, in Europeen opinion invslidate it. - A triumvirate 
Generals would be considered a Fascist trick. The 
"lesitimising” of the "Nationsl Movement" would be a 
waste of time; the civil war and all: that its two 
“pertods (1936-1939) andUi939 - 1945). stood for must 
not be allowed to count in the public life of the country. 
I put forward these objections and Serrano Séufier | 
replied that his suggestionsto "ranco were only tentative 
snd would no doubt be’fully discussed in.the licht of the 
judgement of the persons whom the Caudillo should consult. 
Pinally, he said3 "I myself have no ambitions of any ‘kind. 
My political career is finished. “IT have made my p@ace 
with my brother-in-law. Family quarrels should not 
develop into feuds.” 
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Coming to the present moment Sefior Serreno 
Sufier said Franco had communicated to him —- on 
September 11th - his desire to create a united front 
for the purpose of assuring the essentials of “orden 
y patria nada mds", Without this, the Generalfsimo 
said, it would be difficult for him to carry out kis 
plan for guiding Spain back to ils traditional régime a 
the Monarchy. In reply, Serrano Sufier wrote to his brother- — 
in-law on September 15th advisins him: 


1st. To dissolve the FPalange as a Wational 
Party once for all; the individuals who | 
survived would be free toform a group or 
Party and to seek candidates for parliamentary 
election in the same way as other Parties; 


2nde To seek the advice of Dr. Marafién, 

Sr. Pan de Soraluce, Sr. Cambé (the former 
Cataldn Regionalist leader and Minister under 
Alfonso XIII),-Sr. Chapaprieta (Prime Minister 
under the Republic) Sr. Ventosa (Minister under 
Alfonso XIII), a representative of the Church, 
also to consult others with more modest 
revutations who have no stain On their 

character and stand as far from the Extreme 

Right as from the Extreme Left. Marafion, 

for whom Serrano. Sufer has always felt admiration, 
and Camb6, a man of hich intelligence and 

supreme independence, have Furopean reputations 
in their respective spheres and have no 

personal ambition. Ventosa and Chapaprieta 

are voth sound statesmen. If Don Santiaso Alba 
(Minister under Alfonso XIII and President of 

the Cortes under the Republic) were well enough 
Franco should also seek his counsel. 


Speaking of Pan de Saraltice, Serrano Sufier said 
he should have been placed in charge of foreicn affairs 
when Jordans died, and his advice to Franco was to 
appoint Pan to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs as soon 
as the proposed consultations were over. Serrano Sufier 
advised Franco to propose to the gentlemen mamed above .. a 
the immediate formstion of a "Government of National Cot cent: 
tion" for the sole purpose of carryinz out a national plebise 
Three questions would be put to the’ people: 1) Do you «4 
desire a Constitutional Monarchy; 2) Do you desire a Consti- 
tutional Republic? According to the result of the’ = = © & 
plebiscite a Monarchy or. a Republic would be. proclaimed Pee 
by a Council consisting of representatives of” be i IS 
Forces, of the professions and of the. seek § soon as 
possible a General lection would be held. © 7 
"constituent period" would be * ca tee oh the 3 
Movement: ‘would be haar oo ig eae close. o: 
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With reference to my despatch No, 474 I have 
the honour to report that after giving Mr. Malley his 
account of eventesduring his terms of office at the | 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 1940 to 1942, Sefior Serrano 
Sufier turned to the present situation in Spain. I 
enclose a report by Mr. Malley of this part of the 
conversation, together with an account of some remarks 
made by Sefior Serrano Sufler on his relationship with 
Lord Templewood, 


2. The first enclosure, containing the 
gist of a letter which Seflor Serrano Sufiem: recently 
wrote to Franco, is of particular interest since the 
advice tendered therein is amprisingly good. In view of 
the somewhat strained relationship between Sefior Serrano 
Sufier and Franco it is doubtful, however, whether the 
latter will be influenced by the advice of his brother-in-ls 


: 


I have the honour to be, with the highest 
respect, 


Sir, 


Your most humble, obedient Servant 


a8 
ic LAMA 


The Right Honourable. 
Ernest Bevin, MAP. , 
Foreign Office. 
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Enclosure to Madud 2 ae 47D, 


Some of Serrano's reminiseances touching upon His Majesty’s 
Embassy and its relations are, perhaps, worth recording. He | 
asked me to remember the first interview with Lord Templewood 
which, he said, was one of the most awkward moments of his career. 
After that, with one exception, his personal relations with the 
British Ambassador were always characterised by courtesy and at 
times “con afecto". He, of course, felt sorry for Lord Templewood 
as the representative of a declining and almost defeated Power. 

The mission was a thankless task. But sometimes the “old lion" 
would shake his mane and on a certain day towards the end of 

June 1941; he let out a roar that roused the whole Ministry. 

It was after the stoning of the Embassy by a German-Falange mob 
with the police looking on. The Ambassador demanded to see the 
Minister at once and was received, in the latter's private house. 
The Ambassador brought with him his entire diplomatic and 

service staff in uniform After listening to the Ambassador's words: 
of protest, the Minister said that no one regretted the matter 
more than he dia; that he had no idea such an attack had been 
prepared. In the name of the Spanish Government, he tendered to 
His Majesty's Government a most sincere apology, promised that 
such an outrage would never happen again and offered to make full 
compensation for damages. The Ambassador, who, Serrano thought, 
did not expect that kind of speech, completely lost his temper and 
said in a loud voice: “Such things cm only happen in a nation 

of savages". Serrano was beginning to say that as a Minister of 
the Spanish Government he could not tolerate such an expressian, 
when the Ambassador turned on his heel and walked out. Afterwards, 
Serrano learned that his bodyguard composed of “good boys who had 
fought on many fronts and earned many medals but who did not 
understand the meaning of uniforms and swords of honour", had 
remained the whole time behind the curtained part of the room with 
pistols at the ready. Perhaps the most interesting piece of 
information in this story was the mention of the names of the 
organisers of the anti-British demonstrations. They were Manuel 
Valdés, now a member of the Junta Politica and a National 
Counsellor, and a Senior Under-Secretary of the Falange, and David 
gato, also a National Counsellor who was head of the Falange 

police (Delegado Nacional de Investigacién e Informacién) and later 
took over the Propaganda Department under Arrese. Both these men 
were highly paid servants of the German Embassy. Serrano may have 
known nothing about the preparations, but he may have said to 

the organisers "I know nothing" so as to guarantee them impunity. 
But the fact remains that neither was removed from office. . 
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One of the first objections Franco made to Serrano in 

1940 concerned the continuation of Pan de Soraluce at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairse In the presence of General Vigon, the Caudillo E 
said “Are you going to keep that man at the Ministry of Foreign al 
Affairs?" I warn you that he is anglophile and a highly placed ee 
Freemason". (SeBransSumarcexplained that Franco always had Masonry 
on gait Bee mAh Minister replied "As I am neither of those: ~~ © 
things,-I s anger". Subsequently he saw great quelities in | 
Pan and kept a cna c Bisiesas: of Foreign Affairs. He abtributes — 
Jordane&ds: success to the sound Jjud ement of the Under-Secretary, : - 

and considers Pan head and she a1de rs above PROEIEOET in: or Diba of 
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Copy of despatch Wage increases to 
No» 36 from Barcelona Tramways Company 

tO Helie Ambassador employees in Barcelona 
at Madrid, dated 
28th September, 195. 
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of +urope. 


Re finiehec as follews; "Catalan workers, fren 
the bottom of my heart I ask your ample, level 
ané nost cincere collaboration. Let ae , 
the pact vein shouting which was 
who could not walk @own the etrai 
thie ware taken as a direc 
late Civil Governor's habit of surroundin Bee: 
“Y wish you all te . thet 


fects” 
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rebuild end fortify G 


with party yes een). 


your Governor is prepared to do eas auch 
of you. Your new Governor fears nothing or 
what he wishes most ie the happiness, peace Gi 
comfort of your wives and children in your hemes 
in thie Barcelona, of whieh I ams now a 
Yorkers, Long Live Spain! Long Live Freneol* 


4 It is reported te me that at the meeting not a 
singie party flag or sign wae to be seen; at the friniehs 


no parw anthem wie played, aor were any party 
dy tke of the inadcquate nature of the 
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